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"     INTRODUCTION. 

IT  has  been,  for  (evttai  years,  the  eameil 
wiflv  of  the  writer  of  the  following 
pages  to  addrefs  his  countrymen  on  thti 
..important  fubjeft  of  Religion  j  but  the  va-* 
rious' duties  of  his  public  ilation,  and  a 
■conftitution  incapable  of  much  labour, 
'  itave  obllru61ed  the  execution  of  his  pur- 
,  p<^.  Long  has  he  been  looking  forward 
■to  £3qie  vacaaU  feafon,  in  which  he  might 
'devote  his  whole  time  and  attention  to 
''  this  intereffing  fervice,  free  from  the  in-i 
terruption  of  all  other  concerns  ;  and  he 
has  the  rather  wifhed  for  this  opportunity 
of  undi{h-a£ted  reflection,  from  a  defire 
that  what  he  might  iend  Into  the  world 
might  thus  be  rendered  lefs  undeferving 
of  the  public  eye.  Meanwhile  life  is 
wearing  away,  and  he  daily  becomes  more 
and  more  convinced^  that  he  might  wait 
in  vain  for  this  fcafbn  of  compleat  va- 
cancy. He  rauft  be  content,  therefore,  to 
improve  iuch  occalional  Intervals  of  leilure 
B  OS 
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as  may  occur  to  him  in  the  courTe  of  an 
aSive.  and  bufy  life,  and  to  throw  himfelf 
on  the  Reader's  indulgence  for  the  pardon 
of  fuch  i[nperfe6tions,  as  the  opportunity 
of  undiverted  attention  and  maturer  reficc-  " 
tions  might  have  enabled  him  to  difcovcr 
and  corre^. 

.  But  the  plea  here  fuggefted  is  1^  no 
means  intended  as  an  excufe  for  the  opi- 
Dions  which  he  fliall  exprefs,  if  they  be 
found  miftaken.  Here,  if  he  be  in  an  er> 
ror,  hp  freely  acknowledges  it  to  be  a  deli- 
berate error.  He  would  indeed  account 
himfelf  unpardonable  were  he  to  obtrude 
upon  the  public  his  firft  crude  thoughts 
on  a  lubjedl  of  fuch  vaft  importance  ;  and 
he  can  truly  declare,  that  what  he  fliall 
offer  is  the  reliilt  of  clofe  obfervation,  fe.-  , 
rious  inquiry,  much  reading,  and  long  and 
repeated  confideration. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  he  may  be  ac- 
cufcd  of  deviating  from  his  proper  line, 
and  of  impertinently  interfering  in  the 
concerns  of  a  Profeffiqn  to  which  he  does 
not  belong.  If  it  were  neceffary,  how- 
ever, to  defend  himfelf  againft  this  charge, 
he  might  flielter  himfelf  under  the  autho- 
rity of  many  moft  rcfpedUble  examples. 
But 


JNTRObUCTlOl^. 

But  to  iuch  an  accufation  iurely  it  ihay  be 
iiifficient  to  reply,  that  it  is  the  duty  o£ 
every  man  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
his  fellow-creatures  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power ;  and  that  be  who  thinks  he  fees  . 
many  around  him,  whom  he  efleems  and 
loves,  labouring  under  a  fatal  error^  muft 
have  a  cold  heart,  or  a  moil  confined  no- 
tion of  benevolencej  if  he  could  withhold" 
his  endeavours  to  fet  them  right,  from  aii 
apprehension  of  incurring  the  imputation 
of  officioufncfs. 

But  he  might  alfo  allege,  as  a  full  jufti- 
fication,  not  only  that  Religion  is  the 
bufinefs  of  every  one,  but  that  its  advance- 
ment or  decline  in  any  country  is  fb  inti- 
mately counefled  with  the  temporal  inte- 
refts  of  Ibciety,  as  to  render  it  the  peculiar 
concern  of  a  political  man  ;  and  that  what 
he  may  prefume  to  offer  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Religion  may  perhaps  be  perufed  with  leis 
jealoufy  and  more  candour,  from  the  very 
circumftance  of  its  havtog  been  written  by 
a  Layman,  which  muft  at  leail  exclude 
the  idea  (an  idea  fbmetimes  illiberally  fug- 
gelled  to  take  off  the  effeft  of  the  works 
of  Eccleliaftics)  that  it  is  prompted  by 
-motives  of  felf-intereft,  or  of  profeflional 
■preiu'dicev 
*^    ''  B  2  BVT 
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ByT  if  the  writer's  apology  ihould 
not  be  found  in  the  work  itlclf,  and  in  his 
avowed  motive  for  undertaking  it ;  in  vain 
would  he  endeavour  to  fatisfy  his  readers 
by  any  excufes  which  he  might  allege  :  he 
will  therefore  proceed,  without  farther 
preamble;  to  lay  before  them  a  general 
llatement  of  his  defign. 

The  main  objeft  which  he  has  in  view 
is,  not  to  convince  the  Sceptic,  or  to 
anfwer  the  arguments  of  peribns  who 
avowedly  oppofe  the  fundamental  doflrines 
of  our  Religion ;  but  to  point  out  the 
fcanty  and  erroneous  lyftem  of  the  bulk  of 
thofe  who  belong  to  the  clafs  of  orthodox 
Chriftians,  and  to  contraft  their  defeftive 
fcheme  with  a  reprefentation  of  what  the 
author  apprehends  to  be  real  Chriftianity. 
Often  has  it  filled  him  with  deep  concern, 
to  obferve  in  this  defcription  of  peribns, 
fcarcely  any  diftinfl  knowledge  of  the  real 
nature  and  principles  of  the  Religion  which 
they  profefs.  The  fubjefl:  is  of  infinite  im- 
portance ;  let  it  not  be  driven  out  of  our 
niiiuls  by  the  buftle  or  diffipations  of  life. 
This  prefcnt  fcene,  with  all  its  cares  and 
iill  its  gaieties,  will  loon  be  rolled  away, 
r.iid  "  we  muft  ftand  before  the  judge- 
"  nient-feat  of  Chrtft."  This  awefiil  con- 
iiderat^oa 
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fideration  will  prompt  the  writer  to  ex- 
prefe  himfclf  with  greater  freedom  than  he 
fliould  othcrwife  be  dijpofed  to  ufe.  And 
he  tniils  that  this  conlideration,  while  it 
juftifies  his  franknels,  will  fecure  to  him  a 
ferious  and  patient  perusal. 

But  it  would  be  treipafling  on  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  reader  to  detain  him  with 
introductory  remarks.  Let  it  only  be  fur- 
ther premiied,  that  if  what  ihall  be  ftated 
fhould  to  any  appear  needlefsly  auftere 
and  rigid,  the  writer  muft  lay  in  his  claim 
not  to  be  condemned,  witliout  a  ^r  in- 
quiry whether  his  ftatements  do  or  do  not 
accord  with  the  language  of  the  iacred 
writings.  To  that  teft  he  refers  with  con- 
fidence. And  it  muft  be  conceded  by  thole 
who  admit  the  authority  of  Scripture,  that 
from  the  deciiion  of  the  word  of  God 
there  can  be  n«  appeal. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

INADEQUATE  CONCEPTIONS  OF  THE 
IMPORTANCE  OF  CHRISTIANITY.    , 

Popular  Notions. — Scripture  Account. — Igno- 
rance in  this  Cafe  crmina/.-^Two  ftdfe 
Maxims  expofei. 

BEFORE  we  proceed  to  tie  confider-  Pop„i„ 
ation  ofany  particular  defe£ls  in  the  reli-  [*^JI^1^ 
^ausfyftem  (^thfi  bulk  of  proiefledChriftians, 
it  may  be  proper  to  point  out  the  very  inade- 
quate conception  which  they  entertain  of  the 
importance  of  Chriftianity  in  general,  of  its 
peculiar  nature,  and  fuperior  excellence.  If 
we  liften  to  their  convcrfation,  virtue  is  praif. 
ed,..aiid  vice  is  cenfured;  piety  is  perhaps 
^plauded,  and  profan^nefs  condemned.  So 
far  all  is  well.  But  let  any  one^  who  would 
not  be  deceived  by  thele  "  barren  generali- 
ties," examine  a  little  more  clofely,  and  he 
will  find,  that  not  to  Chriftianity  in  particu- 
lar, but  at  beft  to  Religion  in  general,  perhaps 
to  mere  Morality,  their  homage  is  intended 
to  be  paid.  With  Chriftianity,  as  diftinft 
from  tbeie,  they  are  little  acquainted  ;  their 
B  4  views 
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views  of  it  have  been  (6  curibry  and  fuperft- 
cial,  that  hr  from  difceraing  its  peculiar 
chara£terilHcs,  they  have  little  more  than 
perceived  thofe  exterior  circumftanccs  which 
diilinguifh  it  from  other  forms  of  Religion. 
There  arc  fome  few  fz6ts,  and  perhaps  Ibme 
leading  do6lrines  and  principles,  of  which 
they  cannot  be  wholly  ignorant ;  but  of  the 
confequences,  and  relations,  and  pradlical 
ufes  of  thefc,  they  have  few  ideas,  or  none 
at  all. 

Does  this  language  &em  too  ilrong?  View 
their  plan  of  life  and  their  ordinary  condu^ ; 
and  let  us  alk,  wherein  can  we  difcern  the 
points  of  diicrimination  between  them  and 
profeffed  unbelievers  ?  In  an  age  wherein 
it  is  confefled  and  lamented  that  infideli^ 
abounds,  do  we  obfervc  in  them  any  remark- 
able care  to  inftruft  their  children  in  the 
principles  of  the  feith  which  they  profe&, 
and  to'  furnifh  them  with  arguments  for  the 
defence  of  it  ?  They  would  bluih,  on  their 
child's  coming  out  into  the  world,  to  think 
him  defe6live  in  any  branch  of  that  know- 
ledge, or  of  thofe  accomplilhments,  which 
belong  to  his  ilation  in  life ;  and  accordingly 
thcfe  are  cultivated  with  becoming  afliduity. 
But  he  is  left  to  colle6i  his  religion  as  he  may  ; 
the  ftudy  of  Chriftjaiiitj'  has  formed  po  part 
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of  his  education;  and  his  attachment  to  it  en  a 
(where  any  attachment  to  it  exiAs  at  all)  is,  i* 
too  often,  not  the  preference  of  fobcr  reaibn 
and  conviction,  but  merely  the  reiiilt  of  early 
and  groundlefs  prepofielGon.  He  was  bom 
in  a  Chriftian  country ;  of  courfe  he  is  a 
Christian  :  his  father  was  a  member  of  the 
church  of  England ;  fb  is  he.  When  fuch  is 
the  religion  handed  down  among  us  by  here- 
ditary {uccefBon,  it  cannot  furpfiie  us  to  ob- 
ferve  young  men  of  fcnie  and  Ipirit  begin- 
ning to  doubt  altogether  of  the  truth  of  the 
fyftcm  in  which  they  have  been  brought  up, 
and  ready  to  abandon  a  ftation  which  they 
are  unable  to  defend.  Knowing  ChriAianity 
chiefly  in  the  diiEcultles  which  it  contains, 
and  in  the  impoflibilities  which  are  falfely 
imputed  to  it,  they  fall  perhaps  into  the 
company  of  infidels ;  where  they  are  fliaken 
by  frivolous .  objeftions  and  profane  cavils, 
which,  had  thpir  religious  perfuafion  been 
grounded  in  reafon  and  argument,  would 
have  paHed  by  them  "  as  the  idle  wind." 

Let  us  beware  before  it  be  too  late.  No 
one  can  fay'lnto  what  difcredit  Chriftianity 
may  hereby  grow,  at  a  time  when  the  unre- 
ilrained  intercourfe,  fublifting  among  the  fe- 
veral  ranks  and  clafles  of  Ibcicty^  fo  much 
favours    ~ 
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fevours  the  general  diffiifion  of  the  fentl- 
ment3  of  the  higher  orders.  To  a  limilar 
ignorance  may  perhaps  be  afcribed,  in  no 
imall  degree,  the  fuccels  with  which,  in  a 
neighbouring  country,  Chriftiauity  has  of  hite 
years  been  attacked.  Had  ihc  not  been 
wholly  unarmed  for  the  contcft,  however  ftic 
might  have  been  forced  from  her  untenable 
pofts,  and  compelled  to  dilembarrafs  herfelf 
from  her  load  pf  incumbrances,  ftie  never 
could  have  been  driven  altogether  out  of  the 
field  by  her  puny  affailants,  with  all  their 
civils,  and  gibes,' and  farcafms;  for  in  thcfe 
confiftpd  the  main  ftrength  of  their  petty 
artillery.  Lft  us  beware,  left  we  alfo  fuifer 
from  a  like  caufe ;  nor  let  it  be  our  crime 
and  our  reproach,  that  in  fchools,  perhaps 
even  iii  Colleges,  Chriftianity  is  almoft  if  not 
altogether  uegle^ed. 

It  cannot  be  expefted,  that  they  who  aro 
lb  little  attentive  to  this  great  object  in  the 
education  of  their  children,  ftiould  be  more 
fo  in  other  parts  of  their  conduft,  where  left 
ftrongly  ftimulated  by  affeiSion,  and  lefs  ob- 
vioufly  loaded  with  reiponfibility.  They  arc 
of  courfe,  therefore,  little  regardful  of  the 
ftate  of  Chriftianity  in  their  own  country ; 
and  itill  more  indifferent  about  communi- 
cating 
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eating  the  light  of  diviiic  truth  to  the  natitMis   chap. 
which  *<  ftiU  fit  in  darjcnefi,'^ 

But  Religion,''it  may  be  replied,  is  not 
poil^  and  oftentatious ;  it  is  modeft  and  pri* 

vate  in  its  nature ;  it  refides  in  a  man's  p>va 
)x){bm,  and  ihuns  the  obfervation  of  the  mul- 
l^tude^    3«  it  lb, 

Fi^OM  the  tranlient  and,  diil^t  view  then, 
which  we  have  bfen  taking  of  theft  unaC 
Riming  Cbriilians,  let  us  approach  a  Itttlo 
Clearer,  and  Uften  to  the  unreftrved  conver-r 
^on  of  their  confidential  hours.  Here,  if 
3ny  where,  the  interior  of  the  heart  is  laid 
ppeuj  and  we  may  afcertaia  the  true  pnn^ 
ciplcs  of  their  regards  and  averfions;  the  icale 
by  which  they  meaiiire  the  good  and  evil  of 
life.  Here,  however,  you  will  difcover  few 
or  no  traces  of  Chriflianity.  She  fcarcely 
finds  hcrfelf  a  place  amidfl  the  many  obje^ 
pf  their  hopes,  and  fears,  and  joys,  and  Ibr-i 
rows.  Grateful,  perhaps,  (as  well  indeed 
(hey  may  be  grateful)  for  health,  and  talents, 
and  affluence,  and  other  temporal  pofTefnous, 
Jhey  fcarcely  reckon  in  the  number  of  their 
bleffings  this  grand  diftinguifliing  mark  of 
the  bounty  of  Providence.  Or  if  they  mcn^ 
fipu  ic  ^t  all,  it  is  noticed  coldly  and  forr 
mally, 
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mally,  like  one  of  thofe  obfolete  claims  to 
which,  though  but  of  fmall  account  in  the 
eftimate  of  our  wealth  or  power,  we  think 
it  as  well  to  put  in  our  title  from  confider- 
ations  of  family  decorum  or  of  national 
uiage. 

But  what  more  thaa  all  the  reft  eftabliihes 
the  point  in  queftion :  let  their  converfation 
take  a  graver  turn.  Here  at  length  their  re- 
ligion, modeft  and  retired  as  it  is,  muft  be 
expected  to  difclofe  itfelf :  here  however  you 
will  look  in  vain  for  the  religion  of  Jcfus. 
Their  ftandard  of  right  and  wrong  is  not  the 
ftandard  of  the  golpel:  they  approve  and 
condemn  by  a  different  rule :  they  advance 
principles  and  maintain  opinions  altogether 
oppofite  to  the  genius  and  character  of  Chrif- 
tianity.  You  would  fency  yourfelf  rather 
among  the  followers  of  the  old  fchools  of 
philofbphy :  nor  is  it  eafy  to  gueis  how  any 
one  could  latisfy  himfclf  to  the  contrary,  lin- 
leis,  by  mentioning  the  name  of  fome  ac- 
knowledged heretic,  he  Ihould  afford  them 
an  occafion  of  demonilrating  their  zeal  for 
the  religion  of  their  country. 

The  truth  is,  their  opinions  on  the  fubje£l 
of  religion  are  not  formed  from  the  penifal 
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of  the  word  of  God.  The  Bible  lies  on  the 
(helf  unopened :  and  they  would  be  wholly 
ignorant  of  ite  contents,  except  for  what  they 
hear  occafionally  at  church,  or  for  the  foint 
traces  which  their  memories  may  ftill  ret^a 
of  the  Icflbns  of  their  earlieft  in^cy. , 

How  different,  nay,  in  many  relpe^ts,  how 
contradiftory,  would  be  the  two  fvftcms  of 
mere  morals,  of  which  the  one  fliould  be 
formed  from  the  commonly  received  maxims 
of  the  Chriftian  world,  and  the  other  from 
the  ftudy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  !  It  would 
be  curious  to  remark  in  any  one,  who  had  hi- 
therto fetisfied  himfelf  with  the  former,  the 
aftoniOiment  which  would  be  excited  on  his 
iirft  introdv'ilion  to  the  latter.  We  are  not 
left  here  to  bare  conjc£lure.  This  was,  in 
faft,  the  effe£l  produced  on  the  mind  of  a. 
late  ingenious  writer  *,  of  whofe  little  work, 
though  it  bear  feme  marks  of  his  cuftomary 
love  of  paradox,  we  muft  at  leaft  confefs,  that 
it  cxpofes,  in  a  ftrpng  point  of  view,  the  po- 
ver/jf  of  that  fuperficial  religion  which  pre- 
vails in  our  day ;  and  that  it  throughout  dif- 
pkys  that  happy  pcripicuity,  and  grace> 
which  fo  eminently  charaflerize  the  compo- 

•  It  is  alnwlt  fuperfluous  to  name  Mr.  Soame  Jenyns, 
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fitions  of  its  author.  But  after  ,this  willing 
tribute  of  commendation,  we  are  reluflantly 
CMnpelled  to  remark,  that  the  work  in  quef^ 
tion  difcredits  the  caule  which  it  was  meant 
to  ferve,  by  many  crude  and  extravagant  po- 
iitions;  a  defeat  from  which  no  one  can  be 
fecure  who  forms  a  hafty  judgement  of  a 
deep  and  compreheniive  fiibjeft,  the  feveral 
relations  of  which  have  been  imperfectly  fur- 
veyed;  and  above  all,  it  muft  be  lamented,  • 
that  it  treats  the  great  queflion  which  it  pro- 
fcfles  to  difcuis,  rather  as  a  matter  of  mere 
^jeculation,  than  as  one  wherein  our  ever- 
lafting  intcrefts  are  involved.  Surely  the 
writer's  objefl  fhould  have  been,  to  convince 
his  readers  of  their  guilt  ftill  more  than  df 
their  ignorance,  and  to  leave  them  imprefled 
rather  with  a  fcnfe  of  their  danger  than  of 
their  folly. 

It  were  needlefs  to  multiply  arguments  in 
order  to  prove  how  criminal  the  voluntary 
ignorance,  of  which  wis  have  been  Ipeaking, 
muft  appear  in  the  fight  of  God.  It  muft  be 
confefled  by  all  who  believe  that  we  are  ac- 
countaliJe  creatures,  and  to  fuch  only  the 
writer  is  addrefling  himfelf,  that  we  ihaU 
have  to  anfwer  hereafter  to  the  Almighty 
for  all  ihs  means  we  have  here  enjoyed  of 
improving 
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improving  ourfelves,  or  of  promoting  the.  chaf. 
bappinefs  of  others.  If,  when  liimmoned  to 
give  an  account  of  our  ftewardftiip,  we  (haH 
be  called  upon  to  anfwer  for  the  ufe  which 
we  have  made  of  our  bodily  organs,  aildof 
our  means  of  relieving  the  want^of  our  fel- 
low creatures;  how  much  more  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  nobler  faculties  of  our  nature, 
of  invention,  memory,  judgement,  and  Op- 
portunity, for  our  employment  of  every  in- 
firument  of  diligent  application,  and  feriotfs 
refledion,  and  honefl  dccifion.  And  to  what 
fubjeQ  might  we  in  all  reafon  be  expected 
to  apply  more  eameftly,  than  to  that  where- 
in our  own  eternal  interefts  are  at  ifiue? 
When  God  of  his  goodnefs  hath  vouchsafed 
to  grant  us  fuch  abundant  means  of  inflruc- 
tion,  in  that  which  we  are  raoft  concerned  ta 
know,  how  great  muft  be  the  guilt,  and  howr 
awcful  the  puniihment  of  voluntary  igno- 
rance ! 

And  why  are  we  in  this  purfuit. alone  to 
cxpeft  knowledge  without  inquiry,  and  fuc- 
cefe  without  endeavour?  The  whole  analogy 
of  nature  inculcates  a  ditferent  leHon.  and 
our  own  judgements  in  matters  of  temporal 
intereft  and  worldly  policy  confirm  the  truth 
of  her  fuggedions.  Bountiful  as  is  the  hand 
*  of 
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of  Providence,  its  gifts  are  not  fo  bdlowed 
as  to  feduce  us  into  indolence ;  but  to  roufe 
us  to  exertion ;  and  no  one  ^xpe3s  to  attain 
to  the  height  of  learning,  or  arts,  tSr  power, 
or  wealth,  or  military  glory,  without  vigor- 
ous relblution,  and  Arenuous  diligence,  and 
ileady  pcrfevcrance.  Yet  we  expe£l  to  be 
Chriftians  without  labour,  ftudy,  or  inquiry. 
This  is  the  more  prepofterous,  becaufc 
Chriftianity,  being  a  revelation  from  God, 
and  not  the  invention  of  man,  dilcovering  to 
us  new  relations,  with  their  correipondent 
duties  ^  containing  alfo  doctrines,  motives, 
.and  precepts,  peculiar  to  itielf ;  we  cannot 
rcafombiy  expcd  to  become  proficients  in  it 
by  the  accidental  intercourfes  of  life,  as  one 
might  learn  infenfibly  the  maxims  Of  worldly 
poUcy,  or  a  fcheme  of  mere  morals. 

The  diligent  perufal  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures would  difcover  to  us  our  paft  ignorance. 
We  fliould  ceale  to  be  deceived  by  ftperficial 
appearances,  and  to  confound  the  Golpel  of 
Chrift  with  the  fyftems  of  philolbphers ;  we 
fhould  become  impreffed  with  the  weighty 
truth,  fo  much  forgotten  in  the  prcfent  day, 
that  Chriftianity  calls  on  us,  as  we  value  our 
immortal  ibuls,  not  merely  in  general^  to  be 
religious  and  moral,  but  ffecially  to  believe 
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the    doflrines,    imbibe   the   principles,    and    chap. 
pra6):ile  the  precepts  of  Chrift.     It  might  be       i. 
to  run  into  too  great  length  to  confirm  this  ^"^^^'^ 
pofitiou  beyond  difputc  by  exprefe  quotations 
from  the  word  of  God.     And  (not  to  anti-  - 
cipatc  what  belongs  more  properly  to  a  fub- 
fequent  part  of  the  work)  it  may  be  fuffi- 
cient  here  to  remark  in  general,  that  Chrift 
tianity  is  always  reprefented  in  Scripture  as 
the  grand,  the  unparalleled  iuAaiice  of  God's 
bounty  to  mankind.     This  unfpeakable  gift 
was  gracioufly  held  forth  in  the  original  pro- 
mife  to  our  lirft  parents !  it  was  predi£ted  by 
a  long  continued  feries  of  prophets  ;  the  fub- 
Je£l  of  their  prayers,  inquiries,  and  longing 
cxpeflations.    In  a  world  which  oppofed  and 
perfecuted  them,  it  was  their  fource  of  peace, 
and  hope,  and  coniblation.    At  length  it  . 
approached — the  Defire  of  all  Nations — ^Thc 
long  expefted  Star  announced  its  prefence — 
A  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft  hailec)  its 
introduftion,  and  proclaimed  its  chara6ter ; 
"  Glory  to  Cod  in   the  higheft,  on  earth 
••  peace,  good  will  towards  men."    The  Gof- 
pcl  is  every  where  reprefented  in  fcripture 
by  fuch  figures  as  are  moft  ftrongly  calculat- 
ed to  impreis  on  our  minds  a  fenfe  of  its 
value  ;  it  i~,  fpoken  of  as  light  from  darkaefs, 
S3  releale  from  prifbn,  as  deUverance  from 
C  ci^tivity. 
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captivity,  as  life  from  death.  "  Lord,  now 
**  letteft  thou  thy  fei-vant  depart  in  peace, 
"  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation," 
was  the  exclamation  with  which  it  was 
welcomed  by  the  pious  Simeon  ;  and  it  was 
iiniverially  received  among  the  early  con- 
verts with  thankfulness  and  joy.  At  one 
time,  the  communication  of  it  is  promiled  as 
a  reward ;  at  another,  the  lofs  of  it  is  threat- 
ened as  a  punishment.  And,  ihort  as  is 
the  form  of  prayer  taught  us  by  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  the  more  genera!  extenfion  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrifl  conilitutcs  one  of  its  lead- 
ing petitions. 

With  what  exalted  conceptions  of  the  im- 
portance of  Chriftianity  ought  we  to  be  filled 
by  fueh  defcriptions  as  thefe  ?  Yet,  in  vain 
have  we  "  liiie  upon  line  and  precept  upon 
**  precept." — Thus  predi(Sed,  thus  prayed 
nnd  longed  for,  thus  announced,  character- 
ized, and  rejoiced  in,  this  heavenly  treafure 
poured  into  our  lap  in  rich  abundance  we 
icarce  accept.  We  turn  from  it  coldly,  or  at 
"beft  poffefs  it  negligently,  as  a  thing  of  na 
cftimation.  But  a  due  fenie  of  its  value 
would  aflurcdly  be  imprcfled  on  us  by  the 
diligent  ftudy  of  the  word  of  God,  that  blef- 
fed repofitory  of  heavenly  truth  and  confola- 
tion. 
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tion.  Thence  it  is  that  we  are  to  learn  c»ap, 
what  we  ought  to  beUcvc  and  what  to  prac-'  ,  i- ' 
tife.  And,  furely,  one  would  think  that  •  *^ 
much  importunity  would  not  be  requifite  to 
Induce  men  to  a  perufal  of  the  facred  vo-' 
lumc.  Reafon  dilates.  Revelation  com- 
mands ;  **  Faith  comes  by  hearing,  and  hear- 
"  ing  by  the  word  of  God." — "  Sfcarch  the 
"  Scriptures," — "  Be  ready  to  give  to  every 
•*  one  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you." 
Such  are  the  declarations  and  injunctions  of 
the  inlpired  writers ;  injunftions  confirmed 
by  commendations  of  thole  who  obey  the 
admonition.  Yet,  is  it  not  undeniable  that 
with  the  Bible  in  our  houfes,  wc  are  igno- 
rant  of  its  contents ;  and  that  hence,  in  a 
great  meafure,  it  ariles,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
Chriftian  world  know  fb  little,  and  miAake 
fb  greatly,  in  what  regards  the  religion  which 
they  profefs  ? 

This  is  not  the  place  for  inquiring  at . 
large,  whence  it  is  that  thofe  who  alTent  to 
the  pofition,  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of 
God,  and  who  profefe  to  reft  their  hopes  oh 
die  Chriftian  balis,  contentedly  acquiefce  in 
a  ftate  of  fuch  lamentable  ignorance.    But 
it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  touch  on  two  Twoftift 
kindred  opinions ;  from  which,  in  the  minds  ^^^ 
C  3  of 
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of  the  more  thoughtful  and  ferious,  this  ac- 
quiefcencc  appears  to  derive  muchfecrct  fup- 
port.  The  one  is,  that  //  Jignt^cs  little  what 
a  man  believes  i  look  to  his  praiiice.  The 
other  (of  the  feme  family)  that^ncerity  is  all 
in  all.  Let  a  man's  opinions  and  condu£l  be 
what  they  may,  yet,  provided  he  be  fmcerely 
convinced  that  they  are  right,  however  the 
exigencies  of  civil  fociety  may  require  him 
to  be  dealt  with  among  men,  in  the  fight  q& 
God  he  cannot  be  criminal. 

It  would  detain  us  too  long,  fuUy  to  fet 
forth  the  various  merits  of  thefe  favourite 
pofitions,  of  which  it  is  furely  not  the  finallcft 
excellence,  that  they  are  6f  unbounded  appli- 
cation, comprehending  within  their  capaci- 
ous limits  all  the  errors  which  have  been 
believed,  and  many  of  the  moft  delperate 
crimes  which  have  been  perpetrated  among 
men.  Of  the  former  of  thefe  maxims,  we 
may  remark,  that  it  proceeds  on  the  mon- 
ftrous  fuppofition  already  noticed,  that  al- 
though accountable  creatures,  we  ihall  not 
be  called  to  account  for  the  exercife  of  our 
intelleftual  and  mental  powers.  Moreover, 
it  is  founded  on  that  grofsly  fallacious  al^ 
lumption,  that  a  man's  opinions  will  not  in- 
fluence his  pra£Uce.  The  advocates  of  this 
fafhionable 
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&fliionable  principle  require  to  be  reminded, 
that  the  judgement  often  receives  a  corrupt 
bias  from  the  heart  and  the  afFeftions  ;  that 
vice  is  the  fruitful  mother  of  prejudice  and 
error.  Forgetful  of  thefe  acknowledged 
truths,  and  confounding  the  moft  important 
moral  diftinftioiis,  they  place  on  the  fame 
level  thofe  who,  carefully  weeding  from  their 
hearts  every  falfe  principle,  occupy  them- 
felves  in  a  fincere  and  warm  purluit  of  truth, 
and  thofe  who  yield  themfelves  implicitly 
to  the  opinions,  whatever  they  may  be, 
which  early  prepofleffion  may  have  infufed, 
or  which  paiTion  or  intereft,  or  e^'en  ac- 
quielctng  indolence  ma^  have  impofed  upon 
their  minds. 

The  latter  of  the  foregoing  maxims,  that 
Sincerity  is  all  in  all,  proceeds  on  thisground- 
lels  fuppofition,  that  the  Supreme  Being  has 
not  afforded  us  fufBcient  means  of  difcrimi- 
nating  truth  from  falfehood,  right  from 
wrong :  and  it  implies,  that  be  a  man*s  opi- 
nions or  condudl  ever  fb  wild  and  extrava- 
gant, we  arc  to  prelume,  that  they  are  as 
much  the  rcfult  of  impartial  inquiry  and  ho- 
ncft  conviftion,  as  if  his  fcntiments  and  ac- 
tions had  been  flriftly  conformable  to  the 
rtdcs  of  reafbn  and  Ibbriety.  Never  indeed 
C  3  was 
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«HAp.  was  there  a  principle  more  general  in  its 
I-       ufe,  more  (bvcrcign  in  its  potency.    How 

^"^^""^"^  does  Its  beautiful  (implicit^  alfo,  and  com- 
pendious brevity,  give  it  rank  before  the  la- 
borious fubtleties  of  Bellarmin !  Clement, 
and  Ravaillac,  and  other  worthies  of  a  6mi- 
lar  -ftamp,  from  whoie  purity  of  intention 
the  world"  has  hitherto  withheld  its  doc  tri- 
liute  of  applaufe,  would  here  have  found  a 
ready  plea  ;  and  their  injured  innocence  ihall 
now  at  length  receive  its  fiill  though  tardy 
vindication.  "  Theft  however,"  it  may  be  re- 
plied, **are  excepted  cafes."  Certainly  they 
are  cafes  of  which,  becaufe  they  clearly  ex- 
pofe  the  unfoundnefs  of  his  principle,  any  one 
who  maintains  the  opinion  in  queftion  would 
be  glad  to  difencumber  himfelf.  But  it  will 
be  incumbent  on  fuch  an  one,  firft  to  ex- 
plain with  precifion  why  they  are  to  be  ex- 
empted from  its  operation,  and  this  he  will 
find ' an  impoffible  taik  ;  for  fincer'tty,  in  its 
popular  fenfe,  cannot  be  made  the  criterion 
of  guilt  and  innocence  on  any  ground,  which 
will  not  equally  ferve  to  juftify  the  aflafiins 
who  have  been  inftanced.  The  c^nclufioa 
cannot  be  eluded ;  no  man  was  ever  mor? 
fully  perfuaded  of  the  innocence  of  any  ac- 
tion, than  thofe  men  were  convinced,  that 
the  horrid  deed  th,ey  were  about  to  per- 
petrate 
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pctratc  was  not  merely  lawful,  but  highly  chap. 
meritorious.  Thus  Clement  and  RavaiUac  »•  ' 
being  unqueftionably  fincere,  they  were  ^"^'"^^ 
therefore  indubitably  innocent.  Nay,  the 
ab{urd  and  pernicious  tendency  of  this  prin- 
ciple might  be  fhewn  to  be  even  greater  than 
what  has  yet  been  ftated.  It  would  fcarcely 
be  going  too  far  to  atfert,  that  whilft  it  fcorns 
the  defence  of  petty  villains,  of  thofe  who 
ftill  retain  the  fenfc  of  good  and  evil,  it  holds 
forth,  like  fome  well  frequented  fandhiary,  a 
fccure  afylum  to  thofe  more  finiihed  crimi- 
nals, who,  from  long  habits  of  wickednefi, 
are  loft  alike .  to  the  perception  as  to  the 
prafUce  of  virtue  ;  and  that  it  felefts  a  feared 
conscience,  and  a  heart  become  callous  to  all 
moral  diftinflions,  as  the  ipecial  objefts  of  its 
care.  Nor  is  it  only  i»  prophane  hiftory,  that 
inftances  are  to  be  found  like  thole  which 
w^e  have  mentioned,  of  pcrfons  ctMnmitting 
the  grcateft  crimes  with  a  fincere  conviction 
of  the  refHtude  of  their  conduft.  Scripture 
will  afford  us  parallels  ;  and  it  was  Jiirely  to 
guard  us  againft  the  very  error  which  we 
have  been  now  expofing,  that  our  bleffed 
Saviour  forewarned  his  dilciples  :  **  The 
"  time  Cometh,  that  whofoever  killeth  you 
•*  will  think  that  he  doeth  God  fervicc." 

C  4  A  PRINCIPLE 
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A  PRINCIPLE  like  this  mufl  then  be  aban- 
doned, and  the  advocates  for  iincerity  muH: 
be  compelled  to  reflore  this  abufed  term  to 
its  genuine  fignificationa  and  to  acknowledge 
that  it  muft  imply  honefty  of  mind,  a  feithful 
.  uie  of  the  means  of  knowledge  and  improve- 
ment, a  deiire  of  being  Inftrufted,  humble 
inquiry,  impartial  confideration,  and  unpre- 
judiced judgement.  It  is  to  thefe  we  would 
earneflly  call  you  ;  and  to  Hich  dilpofttions  of 
mind,  ever  to  be  accompanied  with  fervent 
prayer  for  the  divine  bleffing.  Scripture  every 
where  holds  forth  the  moft  animating  pro- 
mifes.  "  Afk  and  ye  fhall  receive,  feck  and 
*'  ye  fhall  find,  knock  and  it  ffiall  be  open- 
•*  ed  unto  you  ;  Ho  I  every  one  that  thirfteth, 
•*  come  ye  to  the  waters  ;"  fuch  are  the  com- 
fortable afliirances,  fuch  the  gracious  encou- 
ragements to  the  truly  fincerc  inquirer.  How 
deep  will  be  our  guilt  If  we  flight  all  thcle 
benevolent  offers  **  How  many  prophets 
"  and  kings  have  defired  to  hear  the  things 
**  that  we  heai',  and  have  not  heard  them  !" 
Great  indeed  are  our  opportunities,  great  alio 
is  our  refponlibility.  Let  us  awaken  to  a 
true  fenfe  of  our  lituation.  Every  confidera- 
tion is  prefented  to  us  that  can  alarm  our 
fears,  or  animate  our  induftry.  How  loon 
may  the  brightiiefs  of  our  meridian  lun  be 
darkened ! 

L,H|„,...d0,C00^IC 


IMrOIlTAHCB  OP  CHRISTIAHITT.  flj 

darkened!  Or,  (hould  the  long  fufFermg  of  ohaf, 
God  ftill  continue  to  us  the  mercies  which  v,„,/l, 
we  fo  much  abufe,  this  will  only  aggravate 
our  crime,  and  in  the  end  enhance  our  pu- 
nifliment.  The  time  of  reckoning  will  at 
length  arriye.  And  when  finally  fummoned 
to  the  bar  of  God,  to  give  an  account  of  oar 
ftewardOiip,  what  plea  cap  we  have  to  urge 
in  our  defence,  if  we  remain  willingly  and 
obftinately  ignorant  of  the  way  which  leads  to 
life,  with  fuch  tranfcendent  means  of  know- 
ing it,  and  fuch  urgent  motives  to  its  pur* 
fuit? 


i:,Googk' 


[  2«  ] 

CHAPTER    n. 

CORRUPTION  OF  HUMAN  NATURE. 

Sect.    I. 

Inadequate  Conceptions  of  the  Corruption  of 
Human  Nature.  '"^ 

AFTER  confidering'  the  dcfeftive  no- 
tions of  the  importance  of  Chriftianity 
in  generaly  which  prevail  among  the  higher 
orders  of  profefled  Chriftians,  the  particular 
mi^onceptions  which  6rA  come  under  our 
notice  refpe^i  the  corruption  and  weakness 
of  human  nature.  This  is  a  topic  on  which 
it  is  poflible  that  many  into  whoie  hands  the 
prelept  work  fliall  fall,  may  not  have  be- 
Aowed  much  attention.  If  the  cale  be  lb, 
it  may  be  requifite  to  intreat  them  to  lend  a 
patient  and  a  ferious  ear.  The  lubjeft  is  of 
the  deepeft  import.  Nor  are  we  afraid  of 
going  too  for  when  we  affert,  that  it  lies  at 
the  very  root  of  all  true  ReUgion,  and  is  emi- 
nently the  bafis  and  ground-work  of  Chril^ 
tianity. 

So  far  as  the  writer  has  had  an  opportunity 

of  remarking,  the  generality  of  profefled 

Chrifiians 
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Chrlftians  among  the  higher  clafles,  either 
altogether  overlook  or  deny,  or  at  leaft  greatly 
extenuate  the  corruption  and  weakne&  here 
in  queilion.  They  acknowledge  indeed  that 
there  is,  and  ever  has  been  in  the  world,  a 
great  portion  of  vice  and  wickednefs ;  that 
mankind  have  been  ever  prone  to  fenfuality 
and  felfiniaers,  in  difobedience  to  the  more 
refined  and  liberal  principles  of  their  nature; 
ihzi  in  all  ages  and  countries,  in  public  and 
in  private  Ufe,  innumerable  inftances  have 
been  aiforded  of  oppreflion,  of  rapacity,  of 
cruelty,  of  fraud,  of  euvy,  and  of  malice. 
They  own  that  it  is  too  often  in  vain  that 
you  inform  the  underftanding,  and  convince 
the  judgement.  They  admit  that  you  do 
not  thereby  reforni  the  hearts  of  men. 
Though  they  inow  their  duty,  they  will  not 
pra^iile  it;  no  not  even  when  you  have  forced 
them  to  acknowledge  that  the  path  of  virtue 
is  alio  that  of  real  intereit,  and  of  iblid  en- 
joyment, 

Thefe  fefls  are  certain ;  they  cannot  be 
disputed ;  and  they  are  at  the  fame  time  fo 
obvious,  that  one  would  have  thought  the 
celebrated  apophthegm  of  the  Grecian  fage, 
.•*,thc  majority  are  wicked,"  would  fcarccly 
have 
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CHAP,    have  eftablilhcd  his  claim  to  intelle^al  iu- 
II-       periority. 

But  though  thele  effects  of  human  depra- 
vity are  every  where  acknowledged  and  la- 
mented, we  muft  not  expeS  to  find  them 
traced  to  their  true  origin. 

CauJa  latet,  yis  efl  notiffima, 
Prepare  yourfrlf  to  hear  rather  of  frailty  and 
infirmity,  of  petty  tranfgreffions,  of  occafional 
failings,  of  fudden  furprifals,  and  of  fuch 
other  qualifying  terms  as  may  ferve  to  keep 
out  of  view  the  true  fource  of  the  evil,  and, 
without  (hocking  the  underflanding,  may 
adminifter  conlblation  to  the  pride  of  humau 
nature.  The  bulk  of  prqfefTed  Chriftians 
are  ufed  to  foeak  of  man  as  of  a  being,  who, 
naturalljf  pure,  and  inclined  to  all  viitue,  is 
fometimes,  almoft  involuntarily,  drawn  out 
of  the  right  courfe,  or  is  overpowered  by  the 
violence  of  temptation.  Vice  with  them  is 
rather  an  accidental  and  temporary,  than  a 
conftitutional  and  habitual  diftejnperj  a  nox- 
ious plant,  which,  though  found  to  live  and 
even  to  thrive  in  the  human  mind,  is  not  the 
natural  growth  and  produdion  of  the  foil. 

Tnieie-         Far  different  is  the  humiliating  language 
ed"JX""  of  Chriilianity,    From  it  we  learn  that  man 

Sirifture.  ** 
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is  an  apoftate  creature,  fallen  from  his  high  iect. 
original,  degraded  in  his  nature,  and  depraved  '• 
in  his  faculties;  indifpofcd  to  good,  and  dil^ 
pofed  to  evil;  prone  to  vice.  It  is  natural  and 
caiy  to  him ;  difinclined  to  virtue,  it  is  drffi- 
cult  and  laborious;  that  he  is  tainted  with 
fin,  not  flightly  and  fuperficially,  but  radically 
and  to  thevery  core.  Thefe  are  truths  which, 
however  mortifying  to  our  pride,  one  would 
think  (if  this  very  corruption  itfelf  did  not 
warp  the  judgement)  none  wotild  be  hardy 
enough  to  attempt  to  controvert.  I  know 
nothing  which  brings  them  home  fo  forcibly 
to  my  own  feelings,  as  the  confideration  of 
what  Hill  remains  to  us  of  our  primitive  dig- 
nity, when  contrafted  with  our  prefent  ftate 
of  moral  degradation, 

«  Into -what  depth  thou  Tccff, 
**  From  what  height  bllcn." 

Examine  firft  with  attention  the  natural 
powers  and  faculties  of  man;  invention, 
reafon,  judgement,  memory;  a  mind  "  of 
**  large  difcourfe,"  "  looking  before  and 
"  after,"  reviewing  the  part,  thence  deter- 
mining for  the  prefent,  and  anticipating  the 
future;  difcerning,  coUeding,  combining, 
comparing;  capable  not  merely  of  appre- 
hending but  of  admiring  the  beauty  of  moral. 
cxcejlcace: 
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CHAP,  excellence:  with  fear  and  hope  to  warn  and 
H'       animate ;  with  joy  and  forrow  to  Iblace  and 

Vv^"-'  j^f(.gjj .  ^jjji  lo^g  to  attach,  with  iympathy 
to  harmonize,  witK  courage  to  attempt,  with 
patience  to  endure,  and  with  the  power  of 
confcicnce,  that  faithful  monitor  within  the 
breaft,  to  enforce  the  conclufions  of  reafon, 
and  direct  and  regulate  the  paflions  of  the 
foul.  Truly  we  muft  pronounce  him  "  ma- 
"  jeftic  thbugh  in  ruin."  *'  Happy,  happy 
'*  world,"  would  he  the  exclamation  of  the 
inhabitant  of ,  Ibme  other  planet,  on  being 
told  of  a  globe  like  ours,  peopled  with  fuch 
creatures  as  thefe,  and  abounding  with  iitua- 
tions  and  occafions  to  call  forth  the  multi- 
plied excellences  of  their  nature.  "  Happy, 
*'  happy  world,  with  what  delight  muft  your 
*•  great  Creator  and  Governor  witnefs  your 
**  condufl,  and  what  a  glorious  recompcnce 
•*  awaits  you  when  your  term  of  probation 
**  fhall  have  expired. 

**  I,  bone,  quo  virtus  tua  te  vocat,  i  pede  bulto, 
**  Grandiaktuiusmeritonun  prccmia." 

But  we  have  indulged  too  long  in  thefe 
delightful  {peculations ;  a  lad  reverie  pre- 
fcnts  itfclf  on  our  (urvey  of  the  a£lual  ftate 
of  man,  when,  from  viewing  his  natural 
powets,  we  follow  him  into  fraHice,  and  iee 
S  the 
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tiie  ufts  to  which  he  applies  them.     Take    sect. 
in  the  whole  of  the  proipeft,  view  him  in        '•  ,. 
every  age,  and  climate,  and  nation,  in  every  ^"^^^"^ 
condition  and  period  of  ibciety.   Where  now 
do  you  difcover  the  charaQers  of  h;s  exalted 
nature  ?  "  How  is  the  gold  hecome  dim,  and 
**  the  fine  gold  changed?"  How  is  his  reafoa 
clouded,   his  afFcftions  perverted,  his   con- 
Icience  ftupificd !  How  do  anger,  and  envy, 
and  hatred,  and  revenge,  Iphng  up  in  his 
wretched  bofbm !  How  is  he  a  flave  to  the 
meaneft  of  his  appetites !  What  fatal  propen- 
lities  does  he  difcover  to  evil !  What  inapti- 
tude to  good !  ,  — 

Dwell  awhile  on  the  ftate  of  the  ancient 
world;  not  merely  on  that  benighted  part  of 
'it  where  all  lay  buried  in  brutilh  ignorance 
and  barbarifm,  but  on  the  feats  of  civilized 
and  poUihed  nations,  on  the  empire  of  taAe» 
and  learning,  and  philoibphy:  yet  in  thefe 
cholen  regions,  with  whatever  luftre  the  fun 
of  icience  poured  forth  its  ray,  the  moral 
darknefs  was  fo  thick  **  that  it  might  be 
•*  felt."  Behold  their  fottifli  idolatries,  their 
abfurd  Hiperftitions,  their  want  of  natural 
affection,  their  brutal  excefles,  their  unfeel- 
ing oppreffion,  their  lavage  cruelty!  Look 
aot  to  the  illiterate  and  the  vulgar,  but  to 

the 
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CHAP,  the  learned  aiid  refined.  Form  not  your  ideas 
"•,       from  the  condufl  of  the  lefs  reftrained  and 

■—  ■  -  more  licentious;  you  will  turn  away  with 
diiguA  and  fiiame  from  the  allowed  and  fa- 
miliar habits 'of  the  decent  and  the  moral. 
St.  Paul  beft  ftatcs  the  fads,  and  furnifhes 
the  explanation ;  *'  becaufe  they  did  not  like 
**  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  he  gave 
**  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind  *." 

*  Exempla  duo,  quz  pravttatis  hiimanK  vitn  anim* 
meo  luculentur  exhibent,  non  profeirc  non  polTuin.  Alte- 
iiuD  decens  lUc  Virgilius,  altcrum  Cicero,  probui  idem 
vcrique  ftudiofus,  fuppedltat.  Virgilius,  iiiDocuam  ccrtc 
paftdnim  vicam  depi&rus,  ita  Incipit. 

**  f  ormofiun  paftor  Cofydon  ardebat  Alexim." 
-  Cicero  in  libro  de  Officiis  pricno,  ubi  de  a^ionibus  prout 
inter  fe  apte  &  convenientes  fuit,  loci,  tcmporis,  &  agentis 
rationc  habita,  difTerit,  argumentum  Ac  illiiftrat :  "  Turps 
eft  enim,  valdequc  viciofum,  in  re  fevcra,  co/ivivio  dignum, 
aut  delicatum  ^quem  Inferre  fermonem.  Bene  Pericles, 
quum  haberet  ctdlegam  in  prxtura  Sophodcm  poiitaiD,  hi- 
i[ue  de  communi  officio  conTcnifltnt,  &  cafu  ferTnoTus  puer 
pnteriret,  dixUIetquc  Sophocles,  O  pucrum  puldinim  Peri- 
cle  I  At  enim,  inquit  Pericles,  pnetorcm  Sophoclem  decet 
Don  felum  mamis,  fed  etlam  oculos  abftinentcs  habere. 
Atqui  hoc  idem  So[Aocles,  'fi  in  athletanim  prolnti<Hie 
dixillbt,  j«Jlo  rtprthtnjimt  carvijjitj  tantQ  vii  ifi^  &  Uti  tf 

Quomodo  fefe  ret  babulfle  necefle  eft,  cum  vir  antiquo- 
rum  preftantiffimis  odrciibendus,  philofophiam,  immo  mores 
2c  officia  tradans,  talia  doceret  I  Qualcm  iibt  ij^e  virtutis 
nonnam  propofucrat,  iatis  liquet.  Vide  inter  alia,  jujt* 
rtpribinjitne^  &c  &  tanie  vis  ^,  &c,  &c. 

Now 
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Now  direft  your  view  to  another  quar-  sect. 
kcTj  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  new  hemisphere,  i. 
Where  the  baneful  pradHces  and  contagious  ^  ■  " 
example  of  the  old  world  had  never  travel- 
ied.  Surely,  among  thefe  children  of  nature 
we  may  expe£l  to  find  thofe  virtuous  ten- 
dencies, for  which  we  have  hitherto  looked 
ill  vain  !  Alaa  !  our  fearch  will  ftill  be  fruit- 
lels  !  They  are  represented  by  the  hliftorlart 
of  America,  (wliofe  account  is  more,  favour- 
able than  thofe  of  fome  other  great  authori- 
-  ties)  as  being  a  compound  of  pride,  li:do- 
lence,  felfiftmefs,  cunning,  and  cruelty  * ;  full 
of  a  revenge  which  nothing  could  fatiate,  of  a 
ferocity  which  nothing  could  fuften;  ftiangerS 
to  the  moft  amiable  fenfibilities  of  nature -f-. 
They  appeared  incapable  of  conjugal  aiTec- 
tion,  or  parental  fondnefs,  or  filial  reverence, 
or  focial  attachments ;  uniting  too  with  their 
ftate  of  barbarifm,  many  of  the  vices  and 
weaknefles  of  poliftied  Ibciety.  Their  lior- 
rid  treatment  of  captives  taken  in  war,  on 
whoie  bodies  they  feaftedj  after  putting  then! 
to  death  by  the  moft  cruel  tortures,  is  fo 
Veil  knowo^  that  we  may  iparc  the  difguft- 

•  Robeitfoii,  Vol.  II.  p.  ijd. 

t  IWA  Boc*  IV.  Sea.  2.  Head,  Condition  of  Women. 
Mt.  ii.  Sro.  90j  91., 

D  ing 
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ing  recital.  No  commendable  qualities  re* 
lieve  this  gloom/  piflure,  except  fortitude, 
and  perfeverance,  and  zeal  for  the  welfare 
of  their  little  community ;  if  this  laft  qua- 
lily,  exerciled  and  direfted  as  it  was,  can  be 
thought  deferving  of  commendation. 

But  you  give  up  the  heathen  nations  as 
indefeoTible,  and  wiih  rather  to  form  your 
eflimate  of  man  from  a  view  of  countries 
which  have  been  blefled  with  the  light  of 
revelation. — True  it  is,  and  with  joy  let  us 
record  the  concelTion,  Chriftianity  has  fet  the 
general  tone  of  morals  much  higher  than  it 
was  ever  found  in  the  Pagan  world.  She  has 
e\'ery  where  improved  the  charafter  of  man, 
and  multiplied  the  comforts  of  fociety,  parti- 
cularly to  the  poor  and  the  weak,  who  from 
the  beginning  (he  profeffed  to  take  under  her 
Ipccial  patronage.  Like  her  divine  Author, 
"  who  iends  his  rain  on  the  evil  and  on 
"  the  good,"  flie  (howers  down  unnumbered 
bleflings  cm  thoulands  who  profit  from  her 
bounty,  while  tliey  forget  or  deny  her  power, 
and  fct  at  nought  her  authority.  Yet  even 
in  this  more  favoured  fituation  we  Oiall  dil^ 
cover  too  many  lamentable  proofs  of  the  de- 
■  pravity  of  man.  Nay,  this  depravity  will  now 
become  even  more  appaienC  and  Icfs  excufe- 
ablp. 
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able.  For  what  bafs  does  it  not  now  over-  sbct, 
leap  f  Over  what  motives  is  it  not  now  vie-  i- 
torious  ?  Confider  well  the  fuperior  light  and  "^ 
advantages  which  we  enjoy,  and  then  appre- 
ciate the  fuperior  obligations  which  are  im- 
polcd  on  us.  Coufider  in  how  many  cafes  our 
evil  propenfities  are  now  kept  from  break- 
ing forth,  by  the  iuperior  reftraints  under 
which  vice  is  laid  among  us  by  politlve  laws, 
and  by  the  amended  ftandard  of  public  opi- 
nion ;  and  we  may  be  afiifted  in  conjecturing 
what  force  is  to  be  affigned  to  thcfe  motiveSi 
by  the  dreadful  proofs  which  have  been  late- 
ly exhibited  in  a  neighbouring  countiy,  that 
when  their  influence  is  withdrawn,  the  moft 
atrocious  crimes  can  be  perpetrated  fliame- 
le&ly  and  in  the  ^e  of  day.  Confider  then 
the  fuperior  excellence'  of  our  moral  code* 
Ihe  new  principles  of  obedience  furnifhed  by 
the  gofpelj  and  above  all,  the  awfiil  fanflion 
which  the  doftrihes  and  precepts  of  Chriftii 
anity  derive  from  the  clear  difcovery  of  a  fu- 
ture ftate  of  retribution,  and  from  the  an- 
tranciatioQ  of  that  tremendous  day,  <*  whei?; 
**  we  Ihall  ftand  before  the  judgement  (cat 
**  of  Chrift."  Yet,  in  Ipitc  of  all  our  know- 
ledge, thus  enforced  and  prefied  home  by  fo 
folemn  a  notice,  how  little  has  been  our  pro- 
grefs  in  virtue?  It  has  been  by  no  means 
D  a  (uch 
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CHAP,  iuch  as  to  prevent  the  adoption,  in  our  days, 
"■  of  various  maxims  of  antiquity,  which,  when 
well  confidered,  too  clearly  eftabliih  the  de- 
pravity of  man.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  ad- 
duce a  few  inftances  in  proof  of  this  affertion. 
It  is  now  no  lefs  acknowledged  than  hereto- 
fore, that  profperity  hardens  the  heart :  that 
unlimited  power  is  ever  abufed,  inflead  of  be- 
ing rendered  the  inftrument  of  diffufing  hap- 
pinefs  :  that  habits  of  vice  grow  up  of  them- 
felves,  whilft  thofe  of  virtue  are  of  flow  and 
difficult  formation ;  that  they  who  draw  the 
fineft  pi6lures  of  virtue,  and  feem  moft  ena- 
moured of  her  charms,  arc  often  the  leaft  un- 
der her  influence,  and  by  the  mereft  trifles 
are  drawn  afide  from  that  line  of  condu^, 
which  they  moft  ferioufly  recommend  to 
others :  that  all  this  takes  place,  though 
moft  of  the  pleafures  of  vice  are  to  be  found 
with  lels  alloy  in  the  paths  of  virtue;  whilft 
at  the  fame  time,  thefe  paths  afl^ord  iuperior 
and  more  exquilite  delights,  peculiar  to  them- 
felves,  and  are  free  from  the  difeafes  and  bit- 
ter rcmorle,  at  the  priCe  of  which  vicious 
gratifications  are  {o  often  purchated. 

It  may  fuffice  to  touch  very  (lightly  on 
^me  other  arguments,  which  it  would  hardly 
be  rigiit  to  leave  altogether  unnoticed :  one 

of 
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«f  thefe  (the  juftice  of  which,  however  de- 
nied by  fuperficial  moralifts,  parents  of  ftrift 
principles  can  -abundantly  teftify)  may  be 
drawn  from  the  perverfe  and  froward  difpo- 
iitions  perceivable  in  children,  the  correftion 
of  which  too  often  baffles  the  moft  ftrenuous 
efforts  of  the  wife  and  good-  Another  may 
be  drawn  from  the  various  deceits  we  are  apt 
to  pra6life  on  ourfelves,  to  which  no  one  can 
be  a  flranger,  who  has  ever  contemplated  the 
operations  of  his  own  mind  with  ferious  at- 
tention. .  To  the  influence  of  this  fpecies  of 
corruption  it  has  been  in  a  great  degree  ow- 
ing, that  Chriftianity  itfelf  has  been  too  often 
dilgraced.  The  goJpel  of  peace  has  been 
turned  into  an  engine  of  cruelty,  and  amidA 
the  bitternefs  of  perfecution,  every  trace  has 
diiappeared  of  the  mild  and  bene6cent  fpirit 
of  the  religion  of  Jefus.  In  what  degree 
muft  the  taint  have  worked  itfelf  into  the 
frame,  and  cormpted  the  habit,  wheh  the 
moft  wholelbme  nutriment  can  be  thus  con- 
verted into  the  deadlieft  poilbn  !  Wifliing  al- 
ways to  argue  from  fuch  premises  as  are  not 
only  really  found,  but  from  fuch  as  cannot 
even  be  queftioned  by  thofe  to  whom  this 
work  is  addrefled,  little  was  faid  in  repre- 
feuting  the  deplorable  ftate  of  tlie  Heathen 
world,  reipefling  their  defedive  and  miwor- 
D  3  thy 
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CHAP,  thy  conceptions  in  what  regards  the  Supremo 
Ji-  Being,  who  even  then  "  left  not  himielf 
**  without  witnefs,  but  gave  them  rain  and 
"  fruitful  ieafons,  filling  their  hearts  with 
"  food  and  gladnefs."  But  furely  to  any 
who  call  themfclvcs  Chriftians,  it  may  be 
juftly  urged  as  an  aftonifliing  inftance  of  hu- 
man depravity,  that  we  ourfelves,  who  enjoy 
the  full  light  of  Revelation ;  to  whom  God 
has  vouchfafed  fuch  clear  difcoveries  of  what 
we  arc  concerned  to  know  of  his  being  and 
attributes ;  who  profefs  to  believe  *'  that  ia 
**  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  be- 
**  ing ;"  that  to  him  we  owe  all  the  comforts 
we  here  enjoy,  and  the  offer  of  eternal  Glory 
purchafcd  for  us  by  the  atoning  blood  of  his 
■  own  Son  ;  ("  thanks  be  to  God  for  his  un- 
**  fpeakable  gift,'*)  that  we,  thus  loaded  with 
mercies,  (hould  be  continuallychargeabic  with 
forgetting  his  authority,  and  being  ungrateful 
for  his  benefits;  with  flighting  his  gracious 
■propofals,  or  at  beft  receiving  them  with 
cold  and  unafFefted  hearts. 

But  to  put  the  queftion  concerning  thq 
natural  depravity  of  man  to  the  ievereflr  ted: : 
take  the  beft  of  the  human  fpccies,  the  watch- 
ful felf-denying  Chriftian,  and  let  him  decide 
the  controverfy  ;  not  by  inferences  drawn 
fron^ 
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from  the  practices  of  a  thoughtless  and  dilK>-  szer. 
lute  world,  but  by  ah  appeal  to  his  pcrfonal  *• " 
experience.  Go  with  him  into  his  cloiet,  afk 
him  his  opinion  of  the  corruption  of  the  heart, 
and  he  will  tell  you  that  he  is  deeply  fenfible 
of  its  power,  for  that  he  has  learned  it  from 
much  ielf  obfervation  and  long  acquaintance 
with  the  workings  of  his  own  mind.  He 
will  tell  you,  that  every  day  ftrengthens  this 
conviftion ;  yea,  that  hourly  he  fees  fre/h 
reafon  to  deplore  his  want  of  itmplicity  in  in- 
tention, his  infirmity  of  purpose,  his  low 
views,  his  feliilh  unworthy  defires,  his  back- 
wardnefs.  to  let  about  his  duty,  his  languor 
and  coldne^  in  performing  it :  that  he  £nds 
himfelf  obliged  continually  to  confels,  that 
he  feek  within  him  two  oppoiite  principles, 
and  that  **  he  cannot  do  ^e  things  that  he 
**  would."  He  cries  out  in  the  language 
of  the  excellent  Hooker,  *'  The  little  fruit 
"  which  we  have  in  holinefs,  it  is,  God 
**  knoweth,  corrupt  and  unlbund:  we  put 
"  no  confidence  at  all  in  it,  we  challenge 
"  nothing  in  the  world  for  it,  we  dare  not 
**  call  God  to  reckoning,  as  if  we  had  him 
**  in  our  debt  books ;  our  continual  fiait  to 
*'  him  is,  and  muft  be,  to  bear  with  our  iu- ' 
**  firmities,  and  pardon  our  offences." 

D  4  Such 
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Such  is  the  moral  hiftory,  fuch  the  con- 
dition of  man.  The  figures  of  the  i>iece  may 
vary,  and  the  colouring  may  fometimes  be  of 
a  darker,  fonjetimes  of  a  lighter  hue ;  but  the 
principles  of  the  compofition,  the  grand  out- 
lines, are  every  where  the  fame.  Where\xr 
we  diie£l  our  view,  we  difcover  the  melan- 
choly proofs  of  our  depravity ;  whether  we 
look  to  ancient  or  modern  times,  to  barba- 
rous or  civilized  nations,  to  the  coudu£l  of 
the  world  around  us,  or  to  the  monitor 
within  the  breaft;  whether  we  read,  or  hear, 
or  ad,  or  think,  or  feel,  the  fame  humiliating 
leffon  is  forced  upon  us, 

Juppiter  eft  quodcunquc  vidcs,  tjuocunque  moveris. 

Now  when  we  look  back  to  the  pi£hire 
which  was  formerly  tirawn  of  the  natural 
powers  of  man,  and  compare  this  his  a£iual 
ftate  with  that  for  which,  from  a  confidera- 
tion  of  thofe  powers,  he  feems  to  have  been 
originally  deiigned,  how  are  we  to  account 
for  the.  aftouifhing  contraft !  will  frailty  or 
infirmitv,  or  occafional  lapfes,  or  fudden  fur- 
prifals,  or  any  fuch  qualifying  terms,  convey 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  dit. 
temper,  or  point  out  its  caufe  ?  How,  on  any 
principles  of  common  reafoning,  caii  we  ac-, 
pount 
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count  for  it,  but  by  conceiving  that  man, 
fincf  he  came  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Crea- 
tor, has  coqtraftcd  a  taint,  and  that  the  ve- 
nom of  this  fubtle  poifon  has  been  commu- 
nicated throughout  the  race  of  Adam,  every 
where  exhibiting  inconteftable  marks  of  its 
fatal  malignity  ?  Hence  it  has  arilen,  that 
the  appetites  deriving  new  ftrength,  and  the 
powers  of  reafbn  and  conlcience  being  weaki- 
cned,  the  latter  have  feebly  and  impotently 
pleaded  againfl:  thofe  forbidden  indulgences 
which  the  former  have  fblicited.  Senfual 
gratifications  and  illicit  afieftions  have  de- 
bafed  our  nobler  powers,  and  iudilpofed  our 
hearts  to  the  dilcovery  of  God,  and  to  the 
conlideration  of  his  perfedions ;  to  a  conftant 
willing  fubmiflion  to  his  authority,  and  obe- 
dience to  his  laws.  By  a  repetition  of  vicious 
a&s,  evil  habits  have  been  formed  within  us, 
and  have  rivetted  the  fetters  of  fin.  Left  to 
the  confequences  of  our  own  folly,  the  un-- 
derftanding  has  grown  darker,  and  the  heart 
more  obdurate;  reafon  has  at  length  betrayed 
her  truft,and  even  conicience  herfelf  has  aided 
the  delufion,  till,  iuftead  of  deploring  our  mi- 
icrablc  condition,  we  have  too  often  hugged 
our  chains,  and  even  gloried  'n\  our  ignomi* 
pious  bondage. 
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StrcH  is  the  general  account  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  1  ice,  where  it  is  fuffered  to  attain  to 
its  full  growth  iu  the  human  heart.  The 
circumftances  of  individuals  indeed  will  be 
found  to  differ;  the  fervitude  of  Ibme,  to 
continue  a  figure  fo  exaftly  defcriptive  of  the 
cafe,  is  more  rigorous  than  that  of  others, 
tlieir  bonds  more  galling,  their  degradation 
more  comjjiete.  Some  too  have  for  a  while 
appeared  almoft  to  have  elcaped  from  their 
confinement;  but  none  are  altogether  free ; 
all  without  exception,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de- 
gree, bear  about  them  more  vifible  or  more 
coDcealed,  the  difgraceful  marks  of  their  cap- 
tivity. 

Such  on  a  full  and  fair  invefligation  muft 
he  confeflTed  to  be  the  ftate  of  fa6ls ;  and  how 
can  this  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  iup- 
podtion,  than  that  of  fome  original  taint, 
Ibme  radical  principle  of  coitruption  ?  All 
other  Iblutious  are  unfatisfaflory,  whilft  the 
potent  caufe  which  has  been  affigned,  does 
abundantly,  and  can  alone  fufflciently  account 
for  the  effect.  It  appears  then,  that  the  cor- 
ruption of  human  nature  is  proved  by  the 
fame  mode  of  reafoning,  as  that  which  hath 
been  deemed  coriclufive  in  eftabliftiing  the 
cxifteoce  of  the  principle  of  gravitation  and 
6  afcertaining 
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&&ertaining  its  laws ;  that  the  doflrine  refts    sbct, 
on  that  iblid  bafis  on  which  Newtbn  hath        i< 
raifed  the  iuperftrufhire  of  his  fublime  phi-  *"*n""^ 
lofbphy ;  that  it  is  not  a  mere  {peculation-; 
an  uncertain,  though  perhaps  an  ingenious 
thcoi^,  but  the  lure  refult  of  large  and  ac- 
tual experiment;  deduced  from  inconteftablc 
U£tSf  and  Aill  more  fully  approving  its  truth 
by  harmonizing  with  the  feveral  parts  and 
accounting  for  the  various  phsnomena,  jar- 
ring otherwile  and  inexplicable,  of  the  great 
iyftem  of  the  univerfe. 

Here,  however,  'Revelation  interpofes, 
and  fuftains  the  fallible  conje£hires  of  our 
unaffifted  reafon.  The  Holy  Scriptures  ipeak 
of  us  as  fallen  creatures ;  in  almoft  every 
page  we  ihall  fini  fomething  that  is  calcu- 
lated to  abate  the  loftinefs  and  filence  the 
pretenlions  of  man.  "  The  imagination  of 
"  man's  heart  ia  evil  from  his  youth."  "  What 
"  is  man,  that  he  fhould  be  clean  i  and  he 
"  which  is  born  of  a  woman,  that  he  Ihould 
*'  be  righteous  ♦,"  "  How  much  more  abo- 
"  minable  and  filthy  is  man,  which  drinketh 
"  iniquity  like  water  f?"  "  The  Lord  locked 
"  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of 

•  Jgb,  XV.  14.  t  Jtiid.  16. 
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"  men,  to  fee  if  there  were  any  that  did 
**  underftand,  and  feek  God.  They  are  all 
"  gone  afide ;  they  are  altogether  become 
•*  filthy :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no 
"  not  one*."  "  Who  can  fey,  I  have  made 
**  my  heart  clean,  I  am  pure  from  my  fin-f-?" 
•*  The  Aetzrt  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and 
"  delperately  wicked,  who  can  know  it." 
**  Behold,  I  was  Ihapen  in  wickednefs,  and 
"  in  fin  hath  my  mother  conceived  me." 
•*  We  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath, 
•*  even  as  others,  fiilfilling  the  defires  of  the 
•*  flefli  and  of  the  mind."  "  O  wretched 
••  man  that  I  am,  who  ftiall  deliver  me  from 
**  the  body  of  this  death  1" — Paffages  might 
be  multiplied  upon  paffages,  which  ipeak  the 
lame  language,  and  thefe  again  might  be  il- 
loftrated  and  confirmed  by  various  other 
confiderations,  drawn  from  the  fame  lacred 
fource ;  fuch  as  thofe  which  repreicnt  a  tho- 
rough change,  a  renovation  of  our  nature,  as 
being  neceffary  to  our  becoming  true  Chrif- 
tians;  or  which  are  fuggefted  by  obferving 
that  holy  men  refer  their  good  difpofitions 
and  afFe£iions  to  the  immediate  agency  of 
the  Supreme  Being. 

•  PCdm,  xiv.  a,  3.  f  Prov.  xx.  9. 
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Section     II.  sect. 

ir. 

Evil  Spirit. — Natural  State  of  Man,  *■■■'■■' 

BUT  the  word  of  God  inftruds  us  that  »ri»spka. 
we  have  to  contend  not  only  with  our  own 
natural  depravity,  but  with  the  power  of 
daiknefs,  the  Evil  Spirit,  who  rules  in  the 
hearts  of  the  wicked,  and  whofe  dominion 
we  learn  from  Scripture  to  be  fo  general,  as 
to  entitle  him  to  the  denomination  of  "  the 
"  Prince  of  this  world."  There  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  proof  of  the  difference  which  exifts 
between  the  religious  fyftem  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  that  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chrlf- 
tians,  than  the  proof  which  is  afforded  by  the 
iubjefl  now  in  queftion.  The  exiftence  and 
agency  of  the  Evil  Spirit,  though  fo  diftjnflly  ■ 
and  repeatedly  affirmed  in  Scripture,  are  al- 
moftuniverfally  exploded  in  a  country  which 
profeifes  to  admit  the  authority  of  the  facred 
volume.  Some  other  Dodrines  of  Revelation, 
the  force  and  meaning  of  which  are  com- 
monly in  a  great  degree  explained  away,  arc 
yet  conceded  in  general  terms.  But  this  feems 
almoft  on  the  point  of  being  univerfally  aban- 
doned, as  a  pofl:  no  longer  tenable.  It  is  re- 
garded as  an  evanefcent  prejudice,  which  it 
would  now  be  a  difcredit  to  any  man  of 
under- 
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underftanding  to  believe.  Like  ghofts  and 
witches  and  other  phantoms,  which  haunted 
the  night  of  iuperftition,  it  cannot  in  thefe 
more  enlightened  times  (land  the  teft  of  our 
fevcrer  fcrutiny.  To  be  fufFcred  to  pa6  away 
quietly,  is  as  much  as  it  can '  hope  for ;  and 
it  might  rather  expefl  to  be  laughed  off  the 
ilage  as  a  juft  obje^  of  contempt  and  deri- 
fioii. 

But  although  the  Scripture  doflrinc  con- 
cerning the  Evil  Spirit  is  thus  generally  ex- 
ploded, yet  were  we  to  confider  the  matter 
lerioufly  and  fairly,  we  (hould  probably  find 
ground  for  believing  that  there  is  no  better 
reafon  for  its  being  abandoned,  than  that 
many  abfurd  ftories,  ccwicerning  fpirits  and 
apparitions,  have  been  ufed  to  be  propagated 
amongft  weak  and  credulous  people  ;  and 
that  the  Evil  Spirit  not  being  the  objefl  of 
our  bodily  eyes,  it  would  argue  the  fame 
Weaknefs  to  give  credit  to  the  doflrine  of  its 
cxiftence  and  agency.  But  to  be  confiftent 
with  ourfelves,  we  might  almoft  as  well,  on 
the  fame  principle,  deny  the  reality  of  all 
other  incorporeal  beings.  What  is  there,  in 
truth,  in  the  do6bine,  which  is  in  itielf  im* 
probable,  or  which  is  not  confirmed  by  ana- 
logy ?  We  fee,  in  fa£l,  that  there  arc  wicked  ' 
tneii* 
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men,  enemies  to  God,  and  malignant  towards  sect. 
their  fcUow-creatures,  who  take  pleafure,  and  n. 
often  foccced,  in  feducing  others  to  ^e  com-  *"  '' "  ' 
miflion  of  eviL  Why  then  ihould  it  be  deem- 
ed incredible,  that  there  may  be  (piritual  in- 
telligences of  Amilar  propcnfities,'  who  may 
in  like  manner  be  permitted  to  tempt  men  to 
the  pra6lice  of  fin?  Surely  we  may  retort 
Upon  our  opponents  the  charge  of  abfurdity, 
and  juftly  accule  them  Of  grofs  inconfiftency, 
in  admitting,  without  difficulty,  the  exiftencc 
and  operation  of  thele  qualities  in  a  being 
like  man,  compounded  of  matter  and  (pirit* 
and  yet  denying  them  in  a  purely  Ipiritual 
Being  (in  diredt  contradiftlon  to  the  autho- 
rity of  Scripture,  which  they  allow  to  be  con- 
dufive)  when  they  cannot  pretend  for  a  mo- 
tnent,  that  there  is  any  thing  belonging  to 
the  nature  of  matter,  to  which  thefe  qualities 
naturally  adhere. 

But  it  is  needlefs  to  dilate  farther  on  a  Natoni 
topic  which,  however  it  may  excite  the  ridi-  ^_ 
cule  of  the  inconfiderate,  will  fuggeft  matter 
of  lerious  apprehenfion  to  all  who  form  their 
opinions  on  a  lincere  and  impartial  examina- 
tion of  the  word  of  God.  Thus  brought  as 
we  are  into  captivity,  and  expofed  to  danger; 
depraved  and  weakened  withii},  and  tempted 
from 
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from  without,  it  might  well  fill  our  hearts 
with  anxiety  to  refieift,  "  that  the  day  will 
come,"  when  "  the  Heavens  being  on  fire 
**  fliall  be  diflblved,  and  the  elements  ihall 
*'  melt  with  fervent  heat ;"  "  when  the  deadj 
**  fmall  and  great,  ihall  fland  before  the  tri- 
"  bunal  of  God,"  and  we  Ihall  have  to  give 
account  of  all  things  done  in  the  body.  We 
are  naturally  prompted  to  turn  over  the  page 
of  revelation  with  iblicitude,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  the  attributes  and  charafler  of  our 
Judge,  but  thefe  only  icrve  to  turn  painful 
apprehenfion  into  fixed  and  certain  terror. — 
Firft  with  regard  to  the  attributes  of  our 
Judge.  As  all  nature  bears  witnefs  to  his 
irrefiftible  power,  fo  wc  read  in  Scripture 
that  nothing  can  efcape  his  obfervation,  of 
elude  his  difcovery;  not  only  our  actions,  but 
our  moft  fecret  cogitations  are  open  to  his 
view.  "  He  is  about  our  path  and  about 
**  our  bed,  and  ipieth  out  all  our  ways  *." 
"  The  Lord  featcheth  all  hearts,  and  un- 
"  derftandeth  all  the  imaginations  of  the 
"  thouglits-j-." — "  And  he  will  bring  to  light 
"  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs,  and  will 
"  make  manifeft  the  counfels  of  the  heart.'* 

•  Pfalm,  cxxxix.  J.  t  i  Chron.  xxviS.  9. 
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Now,  hear  his  charafler,  and  the  rule  of  sect* 
his  award :  "  The  Lord  our  God  is  a  con- 
"  filming  {kg;  eveii  a  jealous  God." — "  He 
•*  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity/' 
— **  The  foul  that  finneth,  it  fliall  die." — 
**  The  wages  of  fin  is  death."  Thefe  pofi* 
tive  declarations  are  enforced  by  the  accounts 
which,  for  .our  warning,  we  read  in  facred , 
hifi:ory,  of  the  terrible  vengeance  of  the  Al- 
mighty :  His  ,puni(hment  of  *'  the  angels 
"who  kept  not  their  firft  cftate,  and  whoni 
"  he  hath  referved  in  cverlafHng  chains  un- 
**  der  darknefs  unto  the  judgement  of  the 
,  ^  great  day  i"  The  fate  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah ;  the  fentence  ifiued  againfi:  the  ido» 
latrous  nations  of  Canaan,  and  of  which 
the  execution  was  afiigned  to  the  Ifraelites^ 
by  the  expreis  command  of  God',  at  their 
own  peril  in  cafe  of  difobedicncc  :  The  ruiri 
t>f  Babylon,  of  Tyre,  of  NinevSh,  and  of  Je- 
htfalem,  prophetically  denounced  as  the  pu- 
niihment  of  their  crimes,  and  taking  place 
in  an  exaS  and  terrible  accordance  with  the 
divine  prcdiftions;  Surely  theie  examples 
tnay  fiiffice  to  confound  that  fallacious  con- 
fidence, which,  prefiiming  oa..the  Creator's 
knowledge  of  our  weaknefs,  and  hisdifpofi- 
tion  to  allow  for  it,  ihould  allege,  that  infiead 
of  giving  way  to  gloomy  apprehenfions,  we 
E  *       might 
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CHAP,    might  throw  ourfelves,  in  full  aflurance  of 
H'        Jiope,  on  the  infinite  benevolence  of  the  Su- 

^-"""^'^  prerae  Being.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  with 
the  threatenings  of  the  word  of  God,  there 
are  mixed  rpany  gracious  declarations  of  par- 
don, on  repentance,  and  thorough  amend- 
ment. But,  alas !  who  is  there  among  us 
whofe  confcience  muft  not  reproach  him 
with  having  trifled  with  the  long-fufFering 
of  God,  and  with  having  but  ill  kept  the 
refolutions  of  amendment,  which  had  been 
formed  in  the  feafons  of  recolledion  and  re- 
morfe  ? — And  how  is  the  difquietude  natu- 
-  rally  excited  by  fuch  a  retrolpeft,  confirmed 
and  heightened  by  palTages  like  thefe  ?  "  Be- 
."  caufe  I  have  called,  and  ye  refufed ;  I  have 
"  ftretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man '  re- 
"  garded ;  but  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  my 
*counfeI,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof;  I 
."  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  calamity;  I  will 
**  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  :  when  your 
"  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and  your  deftruc- 
*'  tion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind;  whendiftrefs 
*'  and  angaiih  cometh  upon  you :  then  (hall 
"  they  call  upon  m^  but  I  will  not  anfwer ; 
**  they  fliall  feek  me  early,  but  they  fhall  not 
*'  find  me :  for  that  they  hated  knowledge, 
'*  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear  of  the  Lord  *." 
•  Prov.  i.  24,  25,  26,  27,  28, 29. 
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The  apprehenfions,  which  mud:  be  excited 
hy  thus  reading  the  recorded  judgerhents  and 
^weful  language  of  Scripture,  are  confirmed 
to  the  inquifitive  and  attentive  mind,  by  a 
tlofe  obiervation  of  the  tnoral  conftitotion  of 
the  world;  In  fa6l  all  that  has  been  iiig- 
gefted  of  the  final  boiifequcnces  of  vice,  is 
jftri6Uy  analogous  to  what  wc  may  oblerve 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  affairs,  from 
a  careful  furvey  of  which  it  will  apjiear,  that 
God  hath  eAabliHied  fuch  an  order  of  caufes 
and  effefts,  as  (however  interrupted  here  be- 
low by  hindrances  and  obilruftioiis  appa- 
i-cntly  of  a  temporary  nature)  loudly  pro- 
claim the  principles  of  his  tnoral  govern- 
mentj  and  ftrongly  fuggert,  that  vice  and  im- 
priiden'ce  will  finally  terminate  in  mifety  ^aj'. 
Not  that  this  fpecieS  of  proof  was  wanted  i 
for  that  which  we  muft  ac:knowledge,*on 
Weighing  the  evidence,  to  be  a  rev&latioii 
from  God,  requires  not  the  aid  of  fiich  a 
confirmation  i  but  ^'et,  as  this  accordance 
might  be  cxpefted  betweeti  the  words  and 
the  works  of  the  lame  Almighty  Being,  it  is 
ho  idle  fpeculation  to  remark,  that  the  vifible 
Conftitutioh  of  things  in  the  World  around  usj 
falls  in  with  the  fcriptural  reprefentations  of 
the  dreadful  confequences  of  vice,- nay  even 
(*}  Vide  Butler's  Analc^, 

E  a  of 
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CHAP,    of  what  is  commonly  termed  mconfidcratc- 
"■       ncfs  and  imprudence. 

If  fuch  then  be  indeed  oxir  fed  condition, 
.  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Is  there  no  hope  ?  No- 
thing left  for  us,  "  but  a  fearful  looking  for 
"  of  judgement,  and  fiery  indignation,  which 
Chriftian-  "  fhall  devour  the  adver^ries  •?"  Bleffed  be 
itjrbreits  Qq^i  wc  are  not  fhut  up  irrecoverably  in 
this  fad  condition :  "  Turn  you  to  the  ftrong 
**  hold,  ye  prilbners  of  hope;"  hear  one 
who  proclaims  his  defignation,  *'  to  heal  the 
"  broken-hearted,  to  preach  liberty  to  tlie 
'*  captives,  and  recovering  of  fight  to  the 
**  blind."  They  who  have  formed  a  true 
notion  of  their  loft  and  helplefs  ftate,  will 
moft  gladly  liften  to  the  found,  and  moft 
juftly  eftiraate  the  value  of  fuch  a  delive- 
rance. And  hence  appears  the  importance 
of  not  paffing  over  in  acurfory  manner  thofe 
important  topics  of  the  original  and  iuperin- 
duced  corruption,  ahd  weaknefs  of  man ;  a 
difcuflion  painful  and  humiliating  to  the 
pride  of  human  nature,  to  which  the  mind 
liftens  with  difficulty,  nay  with  a  mixture  of 
anger  and  difguft;  but  well  fuited  to  our  cafe, 
and  like  the  diftafteful  leflbns  of  adveriity, 

•Hcb.x.a7. 
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permanently  ufcftil  in  its  confequences.     It    sect, 
is  here,  never  let  it  be  forgotten,  that  our        "• 
foundation  muft  be  laid;  otherwife  our  fu-  pnaiMi 
perftru6hire,  whatever  we  may  think  of  it,  j^S'Xrf 
will  one  day  prove  tottering  and  infecure.  *«*>*"« 
This  therefore  is  not  a  metaphylical  fpecu-  Corrop- 
lation,  but  a  pradical  matter.     Slight  and  ***' 
Superficial  conceptions  of  our  ftate  of  natu- 
ral degradation,  and  of  our  infufficiency  to 
recover  from  it  of  ourfelves,  fall  in  too  w'ell 
with  our  natural  inconfideratenefs,  and  pro- 
duce -  that  fatal  infenfibJlity  to  the  divine 
warning  to  **  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come," 
"which  we  cannot  but  obferve  to  prevail  Co 
generally.     Having  no  due  fenfe  of  the  ma- 
lignity of  our  dlfeafe,  and  of  its  dreadful  ilTue, 
we  do  not  fet  ourfelves  to  work  in  earneft  to 
obtain  the  remedy,  for  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  this  deliverance  is  not  forced  on  us,  but 
offered  to  us ;  we  are  fomiflied  indeed  with 
every  help,  and  are  always  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  we  are  unable  of  ourfelves  to  will  or  to 
do  rightly;  but  we  are  pl^nly  admoniflied  to 
«  work  out  our  own  falvation  with  fear  and 
w  trembling  *  ;" — to  be  watchful,  **  bccaufc 
«  we  are  encompaffed  with  dangers ;" — to 

#  Pbilippians,  it.  i% 
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put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,"  bccaufti 
wc  are  bcfet  with  enemies." 

May  we  be  enabled  to  ihake  off  that  pe^ 
thargy  which  is  fo  apt  to  creep  upon  us ! 
For  this  end,  a  deep  pra<Sical  conviftion  o^ 
our  natural  depravity  and  weaknefs  will  be 
found  of  eminent  advantage.  As  it  is  by 
this  we  muft  at  firft  be  rouzed  from  our  fal- 
lacious iecurity,  fo  by  this  wc  muft  be  kept 
Praftieij  wakeful  and  adive  unto  the  end.  ILet  us 
"  therefore  make  it  our  bufmefs  to  have  this 

dodlrine  firmly  feated  in  pur  underftandings, 
and  radically  worked  into  our  hearts.  With 
a  view  to  the  former  of  thefe  objefts,  wc 
fliould  ferioufly  and  attentively  confidcr  the 
firm  grounds  on  which  it  refts.  It  is  plainly 
made  known  to  us  by  the  light  of  nature, 
and  irrefiftibly  enforced  on  us  by  the  dic- 
tates of  our  unaflifted  underftandings.  But 
left  there  fhould  be  any  ib  obftinatcly  dull,  as 
pot  to  difcern  the  force  of  the  evidence  lug- 
gefted  to  our  reafon,  and  confirmed  by  all  ex- 
periengc,  or  rather  fo  heedlefs  as  not  to  no- 
tice it,  the  authoritative  ftamp  of  Revelatioa 
is  fuperadded,  as  we  have  feen,  to  complete 
the  proof;  and  we  muft  therefore  be  alto- 
gether inexcufable,  if  we  ftill  remain  uncon- 
vinced 
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vinced  by  fuch  an  accumulated  mafs  of  argu*    sect. 
meat.  !»• 

But  it  is  not  fufficient  to  ajftnt  to  the  doc-  ' 
trine,  we  muft  2Mb  feel  it.  To  this  end,  let 
the  power  of  habit -be  called  in  to  our  aid. 
]Let  us  accuftom  ouiielves  to  refer  to  our  na- 
tural depravity,  as  to  their  primary  caufe,  the 
iad  inftances  of  vice  and  folly  of  which  wc 
read,  or' which  we  fee  around  us,  or  to  which 
we  feel  the  propenfities  in  our  own  bolbms  ;■ 
ever  vigilant  and  diftruftful  of  ourfelves,  and 
looking  with  an  eye  of  kindnefs  and  pity  pn 
the  faults  and  infirmities  of  others,  whopn  we 
ftiould  learn  to  regard  with  the  lame  tender 
concern  as  that  with  which  the  fiqk  are  ufed 
to  iympathize  with  thofe  who  are  fufFering. 
under  the  fame  diflemper.  This  lefTon  once 
well  acquired,  we  (hall  feel  the  benefit  of  it 
iu  all  our  future  progrefs ;  and  though  it  be 
a.  lefibn  which  we  are  flow  to  learn,  it  is  one 
in  which  ftudy  and  experience,  the  incidents 
of  every  day,  and  every  frefli  obfervation  of 
the  workings  of  our  own  hearts,  will  gra- 
dually concur  to  perfeft  us.  Let  it  not,  after 
all  then,  be  our  reproach,  and  at  length  our 
ruin,  that  thele  abundant  means  of  inftruc- 
tioa  are  poffefled  in  vain. 

^  4  SspTIOH 
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II. 

^■^ — " — -^      Corruption  of  Human  Nature,— ^Ohje&ton, 

_  Objefliot.,       BLT  there  is  one  difficulty  ftill  behind, 

cur  cor-      mote   formidable   than   all  the  reft.     The 

and'^ak-    pridc  of  man  is  loth  to  be  humbled.    Forced 

Mturar'Kf   ^^  abandon  the  plea  of  innocence,  and  preffed 

ui.wiiibe    io  clofely  that   he   can   no   longer   efcapc 

•nH  allow-   from  the  corichifion  to  whi?h  we  would  drive 

ftatert.Tnd    him,  fomc  more  bold  obje£ior  faces  about 

iwnfidercd.   ^j^j  ftands  at  bay,  endeavouring  to  juftify 

what  he  cannot  deny,  "  Whatever  I  am,"  he 

contends,  "  I  am  what  my  Creator  made  mc. 

•'  I  inherit  a  nature,  you  yourfelf  confefs,  de- 

M  praved,  and  prone  to  evil :  how  then  can 

!**  I  withftand  the  temptations  to  fin  by  which 

**  I  am  environed  ?    If  this  plea  cannot  efta-. 

**  blifh  my  innocence,  it  muft  excufe  or  at 

*'  leaft  extenuate  my  guilt.     Frail  and  weak 

V  as  I  am,  a  Being  of  infinite  juftice  and 

"  goodnefs   will  never   try    me   by  a   rule, 

^'  which  however  equitable  in  the   cafe  of 

'"  creatures  of  a  higher  nature,  is  altogether 

"  diiproportionate  to  mine." 

Let  not  my  readers  be  alarmed!   The 
writer  is  notgoing  to  enter  into  the  difcuC- 

fion 
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^pn  of  the  grand  queftion  concernmg  the    sect. 
prigin  of  moral  evil,  or  to  attempt  ^o  re-      nu 
poncile  its  exiftcnce  and  conlequeni  punUh-    ^'^'^ 
meat  with  the  acknowledged  attributes  md 
perfe£Hon3  of  God,     Thele  are  queftions,  ^f 
which,  if  one  may  judge  from  the  little  iuc- 
pcfs  with  which  the  acuteft  ^nd  profoundfcfi: 
realbners  have  been  ever  labouring  to  loive 
the  difficulties  they  contain,  the  full  and  clear 
compiehenfion  is  above  the  ntelleft  of  man. 
Yet,  as   the  objeftion  above  mentioned   is 
ibmetimes  heard  from  the  mouths  of  pro- 
fefled  Qiriilians,  it  muil:  not  be  palTed  by 
->vithout  a  few  Ihort  obfervations, 

"Were  the  language  in  queftion  to  be  ad- 
dreffed  to  us  by  an  avowed  Iccptic,  thougli  it 
might  tiot  be  very  difficult  to  expole  to  him 
the  futility  of  ^is  realbnings,  we  ffiould  al- 
mod:  delpair  of  iatisl'\ing  him  of  the  found- 
nefe  of  our  own.  We  fhould  perhaps  fug- 
geft  impoffibilities,  which  migiit  (land  in  the 
way  of  iuch  a  l^'flem  as  he  would  eftablifh : 
We  might  indeed  point  out  wherein  (arguing 
from  conceflions  which  he  would  freely  make) 
his  prc-conceptions  concerning  the  conduct  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  had  been  ii-.  fa6l  already 
contradifted,  particularly  by  the  exigence  at 
all  of  natural  or  moral  evil :  aiid  if  thus 
.     proved 
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proved  erroneous  in  one  inftance,  why  might 
they  not  be  fo  likewife  in  another?  But 
'  thoagh  by  thele  and  timilar  arguments  we 
might  at  length  filence  our  objeiftor,  we  could 
jot  much  expe6l  to  bring  him  over  to  our 
opinions.  We  fhould  probably  do  better,  if 
we  were  to  endeavour  rather  to  draw  him  off 
from  thole  dark  and  flippery  regions,  (flippery: 
in  truth  they  are  to  every  human  foot)  and 
to  contend  with  him,  where  we  might  tread 
with  firmnefs  and  freedom,  on  iure  ground. 
End  in  the  light  of  day.  Then  we  might 
h.iT\y  lay  before  him  all  the  various  argu^ 
ments  for  the  truth  of  our  holy  religion ;  ai'- 
guments  which  have  been  fufficient  to  fetisfy 
the  wifefV,  and  the  beft,  and  the  ableil  of 
men.  We  might  afterwards  infift  on  the 
abundant  confirmation  Chriftianity  receives 
from  its  being  exactly  fuited  to  the  nature 
and  wants  of  man ;  and  we  might  conclude, 
with  fairly  putting  it  to  him,  whether,  all 
this  weight  of  evidence  were  to  be  overba- 
lanced by  one  difficulty,  on  a  fubjcft  {o  con- 
fefTedly  high  and  myfterious,  confidering  toq 
that  he  muA  allow,  we  fee  but  a  part  (O 
how  iinail  a  part !)  of  the  univerial  creation 
of  God,  and  that  our  faculties  are  wholly  in- 
competent to  judge  of  the  fchemes  of.  his  in- 
finite wiiHom.  This,  if  the  writer  may  be 
permitted 
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pennitted  to  offer  his  own  judgement,  is  (at 
Jeaft  in  general)  the  beft  mode,  in  the  cale 
pf  the  obje£iioh  now  in  queftion,  of  dealing 
with  unbelievers ;  and  to  adopt  the  contrary 
plan.feemsfomewhat  like  that  of  anyone,  who 
having  to  convince  ibmc  untutored  Indian  of 
the  truth  of  the  Copernican  lyftem,  mftead 
of  beginning  with  plain  .and  firapie  propofi- 
tions,  and  leading  him  on  to  what  is  more 
abfirul^  and  remote,  fhould  flate  to  him  at 
the  outlet  Ibme  ftartling  problems,  to  which 
the  undcrftanding  can  only  yield  its  flow  af- 
lent,  when  conftraincd  by  the  decilive  force 
of  dcmcmftration.  The  novice,  inftcad  of 
lending  himfelf  to  fuch  a  miftaken  method 
of  inftrudlion,  would  turn  away  in  dilguft^ 
and  be  only  hardened  againfl  his  preceptor. 
But  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  prefent 
work  is  addreflcd  to  thofe  who  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  holy  Scriptures.  And 
in  order  to  convince  all  fiich  that  there  is, 
fomcwhcre  or  other,  a  fallacy  in  our  objec- 
tor's, reafoning,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  efta- 
blifli  that  though  the  word  of  God  clearly 
aflerts  the  juftice  and  goodnefe  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  alio  the  natural  depravity 
of  man,  yet  it  no  lefs  clearly  lays  down  that 
this  natural  depravity  Ihalt  never  be  admit- 
ted as  aa  excufe  for  lio,  but  that  **  they 
"  which 
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CHAP.  "  which  have  done  evil,  ftiall  rife  to  the  rc- 
"-       "  iurre6tion  of  damnation  •" — "  That  the 

*"'  ^  *'  wicked  ihall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all 
*'  the  people  that  forget  God."  And  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that,  as  if  for  the  very 
purpofe  of  more  effeflually  filencing  thofe 
unbelieving  doubts  which  are  ever  ipringing 
up  in  the  human  heart,  our  blefled  Saviour, 
though  the  meflenger  of  peace  and  good  will 
to  man,  has  again  and  again  repeated  thefe 
aweful  denunciations. 

Nor  are  the  holy  Scriptures  leis  clear  and 
full  in  guarding  us  againft  fuppofing  our  fins, 
or  the  dreadful  confequences  of  them,  to  be 
chargeable  on  God. — **  I-et  no  man  fay  when 
•'  he  is  tempted,  I  am  tempted  of  God :  for 
"  Cod  caiinot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither 
•*  tempteth  he  any  man-f  :'*  "  The  Lord  is 
**  not  willing  that  any  fhould  perifh  J,"  And 
in  other  palTages,  where  the  idea  is  repelled 
as  injurious  to  his  charafter, — "  Have  I  any 
"  pleafure  at  all  that  the  wicked  ftiould  die  ? 
**  faith  the  Lord  God ;  and  not  that  he  (hould 
"  return  from  his  ways,  and  live  |[f"  "  For 
'  "  I  have  no  plealure  in  the  death  of  him  that 
"  dieth,  faith  the  Lord  God  §."     Indeed  al- 

•  John,v.  ag,        t  Janet,  i.  13.        t  i  Peter,  at.  9. 
I  £adu  xviii.  23.  $  Eselc.  xviii.  3>. 

I  moft 
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moft  eveiy  page  of  the  word  of  God  contains 
foipe  warning  or  invitation  to  finners;  and 
all  thefe,  to  a  confiderate  mind,  muft  be  un- 
i]uefH<mable  proofs  of  our  present  pofition. 

It  bas  been  the  more  neceflary  not  to 
leave  unnoticed  the  objedion  which  we  have 
been  now  refuting,  becauic,  where  not  ad- 
mitted to  fiich  an  unqualified  extent  as  alto- 
gether to  take  away  the  mor^  reijwniibility 
of  man,  and  when  not  avowed  in  the  daring 
language  in  which  it  has  -been  above  flawed ; 
it  may  frequently  be  obferved  to  cxift  in  an 
inferior  degree :  and  often,  when  not  dif- 
tinftly  formed  into  ihape,  it  lurks  in  fecret, 
diffufing  a  general  cloud  of  doubt  or  iinbelief, 
or  lowering  our  ftandard  of  right,  or  whif-i 
pering  fallacious  comfort,  and  producing  A 
niinous  tranquillity.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  im'- 
portance  to  remark,  that  though  the  holy 
Scriptures  fo  clearly  ftate  the  natural  cor- 
ruption and  weaknels  of  man,  yet  they  ne- 
ver, in  the  remoteft  degree,  countenance, 
but  throughout  dire£lly  oppofe,  the  fuppo- 
fition  to  which  we  are  often  too  forward  to 
liften,  that  our  natural  corruption  and  weak* 
ncfs  will  be  admitted  as  lowering  the  de- 
mands of  divine  Juftice,  and  in  fome  ibrt  pal- 
liating our  tranigreflions  of  the  laws  of  God* 

It 
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It  woul(i  not  be  difficult  to  fliew  that  fuch  a 
notion  is  at  war  with  the  whole  fcheme  of 
redemption  by  the  atonement  of  Chrift.  But 
perhaps  it  may  be  enough  when  any  fucH 
fuggeflions  as  thofe  which  we  dre  condemn- 
ing force  themfelves  into  the  imagination 
of  a  Chrlftian,  to  recommend  it  to  him  to 
filence  them  by  what  is  their  beft  praftical 
anfwer :  that  if  our  natural  condition  be  de- 
praved and  weak,  our  temptations  numerous, 
and  our  Almighty  Judge  infinitely  holy  j  yet 
that  the  offers  to  penitent  finncfs,  of  pardon 
and  grace,  and  ftrength,  are  unlverfal  and  un- 
li[nited.  Let  it  not  however  lurprifc  us,  if 
ill  all  this  there  feem  to  be  involved  diffi- 
culties which  we  cannot  fully  comprehend. 
How  many  fuch  every  where  preletit  them*- 
felves !  Scarcely  is  there  ati  objeft  around  us* 
that  does  not  atford  endlefs  matter  of  doubt 
and  argument.  The  meaneft  reptile  which 
crawls  on  the  earth,  nay,  every  herb  and 
flower  which  we  behold,  baffles  the  iiribe- 
cility  of  our  limited  inquiries.  All  nature 
calls  upon  us  to  be  humble.  Can  it  then  be 
furprifing  if  we  are  at  a  lofs  on  this  qucftion, 
which  refpe£ls,  not  the  properties  of  matter, 
or  of  numbers,  but  the  couiiTels  and  ways  of 
him  whofc  *'  Underftanding  is  infinite  V* 
*  Plalm  odvii,  5. 

«•  whoft 
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"  whofe  judgements  are  declared  to  be  un-«  sect. 
"  fearchable,  and  his  ways  paft  finding  out*?*'  .  *^** 
In  this  our  ignorance  however,  we  may  cahn- 
ly  repole  ourfelves  on  his  own  declaration, 
**  That  though  clouds  and  darknefs  are  round 
"  about  him,  yet  righteoulhcfs  and  judgement 
**  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne  -f-."  Let 
it  alio  be  remembered,  that  if  in  ChriiUanity 
fome  things  are  difficult,  that  which  we  are 
moft  concerned  to  know,  is  plain  and  obvi- 
ous. To  this  it  is  true  wifdom  to  attach  our- 
felves, afleuting  to  what  is  revealed  where 
above  our  comprehcnfion,  we  do  not  iay 
contrary  to  our  reafon,  on  the  credit  of  what 
is  clearly  di^eraed,  and  &tisfa^orily  efla- 
bliihed.  In  truth,  we  are  all  perhaps  too 
apt  to  plunge  into  depths,  which  it  is  beyond 
our  power  to  fathom ;  and  it  was  to  warn 
us  againil  this  very  error,  that  the  inlpired 
writer,  when  he  has  been  threatening  the 
people,  whom  God  had  feleded  as  the  ob- 
jeds  of  his  ipecial  favour,  with  the  moft 
dreadful  puniihments,  if  they  ih^uld  foriake 
the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  has  introduced  iiir- 
rounding  nations  as  aiking  the  meaning  of 
the  ievere  infliflion,  winds  up  the  whole 
with  this  inftruftive  admonition;   "  Secret 

•  Rom.  xi.  33.  t  Plalm  »cvii.  2. 

**  things 
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CHAP.   "  things  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  God: 
II.       ".but  thofe  which  are  revealed  belong  iinta 
*-Hr-^  <»  us,  and  to  our  children  for  ever,  that  we 
•*  may  tb  all  the  words  of  this  law  *." 

To  any  one  who  is  ferioufly  impfefTed 
with  a  fenfc  of  the  critical  ftate  in  whidl 
we  are  here  placed,  a  fhort  and  uncertain 
fpace  in  which  to  make  our  peace  with  God^ 
and  then  the  laft  judgement,  and  an  eternity 
of  unfpeakable  happinefi  or  mife'ry,  it  is  ifi^ 
deed  an  aweful  and  an  affe^ng  ipe£tacle,  to 
fee  men  thus  bulying  themfclves  in  vain  fpe- 
culations  of  an  arrogant  curiofity,  and  trifling 
with  their  dearefl:,  their  everlaf^ing  intereftsx 
It  is  but  a  feeble  illuilration  of  this  exquilite 
folly,  to  compare  it  to  the  conduct  of  Ibme 
convifted  rebel,  who,  when  brought  into 
the  prefence  of  his  Sovereign,  inftead  of 
feizlng  the  occafion  to  fiic  for  mercy,,  (hould 
even  treat  with  negleft  and  contempt  th«i 
pardon  which  Ihotild  be  offered  to  him^  and 
inlblently  employ  himfelf  in  prying  into  his 
Sovereign's  deligns,  and  criticiiing  his  coun^ 
fels.  But  our  cafe,  too  Hmilar  as  it  is  to  that 
bf  the  convifled  rebel,  differs  froin  it  in  this 
grand  particular,  that  at  the  beA,  his  fuccefi 

*  Deuti;mX(29. 
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muft  be  uncertain,  ours,  if  it  be  not  our  own 
fault,  is  fure ;  and  while,  on  the  one  hand, 
our  guilt  is  unfpeakably  greater  than  that  of  . 
any  rebel  agatnll  an  earthly  monarch ;  fb,  on 
th^  other,  we  know  that  bur  Sovereign  is 
"  Long  fuffering,  and  eafy  to  be  intreated;" 
more  ready  to  grant  forgivencls  than  we  to 
aflc  it.  Well  then  may  we  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  the  poet : 

What  better  can  we  do,  than  proftrate  fall 
Before  bim  reverent;  and  there  confels 
Humbly  our  feulcs,  and  pardon  beg  i  irith  tear* 
Watering  the  ground,  and  with  our  fighs  the  ait 
Frequenting,  lent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  liga 
Of  fomnr  unftign'd,  and  humiliation  meek  F 
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CHAPTER    m. 

Chief  JefeBs  of  the  Religious  Syfim  of  ;*p 
btflk  ofprofejfid  Chrifiians,  in  what  regards 
am-  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,  and  the  Hofy  Spirit 
— w/M  a  DiJfirtatioH  cotKcrning  the  mfe  of 
(he  Pajtom  in  Religion. 


Sect.  I. 

IHADEQITATB  COHCBPTIOKS  COKCB&HINO  Ova 
SAVIOUR   AHa  THE  H(».Y  STIRIT. 

eNAP. '  I  ^HAT  "  God  Co  loved  the  world,  as  of 
"'•  JL  "  liis  tender  mercy  to  give  his  only  Son 
ijn^Hg  **  Je&s  Chriil  for  our  redemption :" 
SS^g  Tliat  our  bleffcd  Lord  willingly  left' the 
^■^j  glory  of  the  Father,  and  was  made  maq; 
<^>  M  That  "  he  was  delpifed  and  rejeded  of 
Scripture  **  men,  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted 
**  with  grief:" 

That  *•  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranf- 
•*  greflions ;  that  he  was  bruifed  for  our  ini- 
**  quities :" 

That  "  the  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniqui^  - 
**  of  us  all :" 
Thalat  length  "  he  humbled him&lf  even 


by  Google 


nf AMQJTATB  eoNctftzbn  coircuNiNq,  &&         67 

**  to  the  death  of  the  C^o£^  for  us  miTerable    sbct. 
■•finners;  to  the  end  that  all  who  with  hearty        ''    . 
**  r^)entance  and  trae  faith,  ihould  come  to 
**  hko,  might  not  perifli,  but  have  everlafldng 
**life:" 

That  he  "  18  now  at  the  right  hand  of 
**  God,  making  intereeflion"  -jbr  his  people  : 

That  *'  beuig  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
^  death  of  hb  Son,  we  i^ay  come  boldly  un- 
**  to  the  throne  of  grace,  to  obtain  mercy  and 
**  find  grace  to  help  iii  time  of  need  :*' 

That  our  Heavenly  Father  "  will  furely 
**  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  a(k  him:" 

That  **  the  Spirit  of  God  muft  dwell  in 
"  us ;"  and  that  **  if  any  man  have  not  the 
"  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his :" 

That  by  this  divine  influence  "  we  are  to 
**  be  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image 
"  of  him  who  created  us,"  and  "  to  be  filled 
'*  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  to  the  praile 
•*  of  the  glory  of  his  grace;" — that  "  being 
"  thus  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
'*  iaints  in  light,"  we  fiiall  fleep  in  the  Lord ; 
and  that  when  the  laft  trumpet  (hall  found, 
this  corruption  fliall  put  on  incorruption^ 
and  that  being  at  length  perfefled  after  his 
likeneis,  we  Ihall  be  admitted  into  his  hea- 
Tcaly  kingdom. 

F  3  Thes« 
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CHAP.  TffEgE  are  the  leading  Dpdlrines  concern-* 
ui.  ing  our  Saviour,  and  .the  Hply  Spirit,  which 
arc  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  aiid  held  . 
by  the  Church;  of  England.  The  trutli  of 
them,  agreeably  to  our  general  plan,  will  be 
taken  for  granted.  Few  of  thoie,  who  have  , 
been  ufedto  join  in  the  eftabliftied  .form  of 
worship,  can  have  been,  it  is  hoped,  (6  inat- 
tentive, as  to  be  ignorant  of  theie  grand 
truths,  which  are  to  be  found  every  where 
difperfed  throughout  our  excellent  Liturgy. 
Would  to  God  it  could  be  prefumed,  with 
equal  confidence,  that  all  who  aflent  to  them. 
in  terms,  dlfceni  their  force  and  excellency 
in  the  underftanding,  and  feel  their  power 
in  the  aifeftions,  and  their  transforming  in- 
fluence i^  the  heart.  What  lively  emotions 
are  they  calculated  to  excite  in  us  of  deep 
felf-abaferaent,  and  abhorrence  of  our  fins ; 
together  with  humble  hope,  and  firm  faith, 
and  heavenly  joy,  and  ardent  love,  and  a6Uvc 
unceafing  gratitude ! 

NoSl.  ^"^  '^^'■^»  ^*  's  ^°  ^^  feared,  will  be  found 
a  grand  defeat  in  the  religion  of  the  bulk  of 
profefTed  Chriftians ;  a  defeiS^,  like  the  palfy 
a(  the  heart,  which,  while  in  its  firft  attack, 
it  changes  but  little  the  exterior  appearance 
of  the  body,  extinguiihes  the  internal  prin- 
ciple 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 


OUR  SAVIOUR  AHD  THI  HOLY  SPIRIT.  '     69 

ctple  of  heat  and  motion,  aiid  loon  extends  sect. 
its  benumbing  influence  to  the  remoteft  fibres  i- 
of  the  frame.  This  defe6l  is  c\o{t\y  conneftcd  ^  ^~^ 
with  that  which  was  the  chief  fubjeft  of  the 
kft  chapter :  «  they  that  are  whole  need  not 
"  a  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick,"  Had 
we  duly  felt  the  burthen  of , our  fiiis,;accoin- 
paoied  with  a  deep  conviction  that  the  weight 
of  tl^cm  lyiuft,  finally  fipk  us  into^  perdition, 
our-  hearts  would  iiavd  danced  at  the  ibund 
erf"  the  gri^cious  invitation,  ".  Come  unto  me, 
*'  ^llye  thait  iaboijr,ai;Ki.«rft  heavy  laden,  and 
**  I  will  give  you  reft  *.""  But  in  thofe  who 
have  igarcely  felt  tKeir'  fins  as  any  incum- 
brance, it  would  be  mere  afFe6lation  to  pre- 
tend to  very  exalted  conceptions  of  the  value 
and  accepiabifenpfs  bf.'the  proffered  deliver- 
ance. This  pretence-'accor^ingly,  13  ieldom 
now  kept  up;  and-th'e  moft  fuperficial  ob- 
ferver,  comparing  the  fentitrients  and  views 
of  the  bulk  of  the  Chriftian  world,  with  the 
articles  dill  retained  in  their  creed,  and  with 
the  Arong  language  of  Scripture,  muft  be 
ftruck  with  the  amazing  di^roportion. 

To  pafs  over  the  throng  from  whofe  minds 
Religion  is  altogether  excluded  by  the  bufinefs 

•  Mut.  xi.  aS. 
'   F  3  or 
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or  the  vanities  of  life^how  is  it  with  the  more 
decent  and  moral  ?  To  what  criterion  (hall 
we  appeal?  Arc  their  hearts  really  filled  with 
thefe  things,  and  wanned  by  the  love  which 
they  are  adapted  to  inipire  ?  Then  forely  their 
minds  are  apt  to  flray  to  them  almoft  unfea- 
ibnably  ;  or  at  leaft  to  haften  back  to  them 
with  eagemefs,  when  elcaped  from  the  e& 
tningemeut  impo&d  by  the  seceflary  cares 
and  buiinefs  of  li&.  He  was  a  mafierly  de- 
icriber  of  human  nature,  who  thus  pourtraycd 
the  characters  of  aa  undiflembled  afie^on  i 

**  Unflaid  and  ficidt  in  ■!!  ocbar  dunct, 
**  Save  in  ^^coaflant  image  of  the  otjefi} 
«  That  ti  bdowA" 

**  And  how,"  it  may  be  perhaps  replied, 
**  do  you  know,  but  that  the  minds  of  the& 
**  people  are  thus  occupied  i  Can  you  look 
"  into  the  boibms  of  men  V*  Let  us  appeal 
to  a  teft  to  which  wc  refbrted  in  a  former  in- 
ftance.  "  Outoftheabupdanceof  theh^art,** 
it  has  been  pronounced,  "■  the  mouth  ipeak-. 
"  eth.**  Take  thefe  peribiu  then  in  ibme  well 
feleded  hour,  and  lead  the  converfation  to 
the  fubjed  of  Religion.  The  utmoft  which 
can  be  efie£ted  is,  to  bring  them  to  talk  of 
things  in  the  grofs.  They  appear  loft  v^  ge- 
neralities :  there  is  Qothing  precilc  and  d&- 
termiiute^ 
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tennuute,  nothing  which  implies  a  mind'  ik 
uied  to  the  contemplation  of  its  objeft.  la  >' 
vain  you  flrive  to  bring  them  to  fycsik  on 
that  topic,  which  one  might  expeft  to  be 
tvcx,  uppennoft  in  the  hearts  of  redeemed 
finners.  They  elude  all  your  endeavours; 
and  if  you  make  mention  of  it  yourielf,  it  is 
received  with  no  very  cordial  welcome  at 
leaf)^  if  not  with  unequivocal  difguft;  it  is'at 
-the  heft  a  forced  and  formal  diicuffion.  Ths 
excellence  of  our  Saviour's  moral  preceptSi 
the  kindneis  and  fimplicity,  the  &if-deiual 
and  unblemiihed  purity  of  bis  life,  his  pi* 
tience  and  meekne&  in  the  hour  trf"  death, 
cannot  indeed  be  ^ken  of  but  with  admi- 
ratioiv  when  ^ken  of  at  all,  is  th^  have 
•fteo  extorted  unwilling  prai&  fron  the  mofk 
daring  and  malignant  infidels.  But  are  not 
thele  mentioned  as  qualities  in  the  abftrad, 
rather  than  as  the  perfe6tions  and  lineaments 
of  our  patron  and  benefa£ior  and  friend, 
^  who  loved  us,  and  gave  himielf  for  us;** 
of  him  **  who  died  for  our  of&nces,  and 
*•  rofc  again  for  our  juftifieaticm;'*  "  Viha 
**  is  even  now  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
*  making  interceflion  few  us  ?"  Who  would 
think  that  the  kindneis  and  humanity,  &nd 
ielf'denial,  and  patience  in  iiiffering,  wl^ich 
we  fo  drily  commend,  had  been  exerted  to- 
wards ourftlveSi  in  a6ts  of  more  than  finite; 
F  4  benevolence 
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CHAP,    beiievc^ence  of  which  we  were  to  derive  the 
^;"*       benefit,  ih'  condefcenfions  and  labours  fub- 
mitted  to  for  our  iakes,  in  pain  and  igno- 
itiiny,  endured  for  our  deliverance  ? 

■  ■  But  ^■hefe  grand  truths  are  hot  fuffered  to 
vahiih-'aitOCTether  from  our  remembrance. 
ThankS''to  the  compilers  of  our  Liturgy, 
inor&.'than  to  too  many  of  the  occupiers  of 
,  ouii  pulpits, -  they  are  forced  upon' our  no- 
tic*  in  their  joft  bearings  and  conne<5tiotts, 
as  ■  often  as '  we  attend  the  fervice  of  the 
church.  '  Yet  is  it  too  mpch  to  affirm,  that 
though  '  there  entertained  with  decorum,  as 
what  belong  to  the  day  and  place,  and  oc- 
cupationjthey  are  yet  too  generally  heard  of 
with  little  intereft  ;  like  the  legendary  tales 
of  fome  venerable  hiftoriaii,  or  other  tranf- 
ajftions  of  great  antiquity,  if  not  of  doubtfiil 
credit,  which,  though  important  to  our  an- 
cestors, relate  to  times  and  circumftances  ib 
different  "from  our  own,  .that  we  caniiot  be 
expelled  to  take  any  great  concern  in  them  ? 
We  hear  them  therefore  with  apparent  indif- 
ference; we  repeat  them  almoft  as  it  were 
by  rote,  afluming  by  turns  the  language  of 
the  deepeft  humiliation  and  of  the  warmeil 
thankfulnefs,  with  a  calm  unaltered  com- 
pofure;  and  when  the. fervice  of  the  day  is 
ended^ 
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ended,  they  are  difmifTed  altogether  from  our  sect, 
thoughts,  till  on  the  return  of  another  Sun-  ^^1,. 
day,  a  freih  attendance  on  public  worihip 
gives  occafion  for  the  renewed  expreffions  of 
our  periodical  humiHty  and  gratitude.  In 
noticing  fuch  lukewarmnefs  as  this,  furely 
the  writer  were  to  be  pardoned,  if  he  were 
to.  be  betrayed  into  fome  warmth  of  con- 
demnation. The  Unitarian  and  Socinian  in- 
deed, who  deny,  or  explain  away  the  peculiar 
doflrines  of  the'  Goipel,  may  be  allowed  to 
feel  thefe  grand  truths,  and  to  talk  of  them 
»vith  little  emotion.  But  in  thofe  who  pro- 
fels  a  fincerc  belief  in  them,  this  coldncls  is 
inlupportable.  The  greateft  poffible  fervices 
of  man  to  man  mull  appear  contemptible, 
when  compared  with  *'  the  ,unipeakable  mcr- 
'*  cies  of  Chrift  :"  mercies  fo  dearly  bought, 
fb  freely  bellowed — A  deliverance  from  eter- 
nal mii'ery — The  gift  of  a  "  crown  of  glory, 
"  that  fadeth  not  away."  Yet,  what  judge- 
ment ihould  we  form  of  fuch  conduit,  as  is 
here  cenfurcd,  in  the  cafe  of  any  one  who 
had  received  fome  fignal  fervices  from  a  fel- 
low creature  ?  True  love  is  an  ardent  and  an 
a^ve  principle— a  cold,  a  dormant,  a  phleg- 
xnatic  gratitude,  are  contradi£tions  in  terms. 
When  thefe  generous""  affeftions  really  exift 
ia  vigour,  are  we  not  ever  fond  of  dwelling 
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on  the  value,  and  enumerating  the  merits  of 
our  benefii6tor  ?  How  are  we  moved  when 
any  thing  is  aflerted  to  his  difparagement  I 
How  do  we  delight  to  tell  of  his  kindnels  ! 
With  what  pious  care  do  we  preferve  any 
memorial  of  him,  which  we  n^uty  happen  to' 
poflefs  ?  How  gladly  do  we  fiSze  any  oppor- 
tunity of  rendering  to  him,  qr  to  thofe  who 
are  dear  to  him,  aay  little  go0d  offices,  which, 
though  in  themfelves  of  imsolintrinfic  worth, 
may  teftify  the  iincerity  of  our  thanlcfiilnefi  S 
The  very  mention  of  his  name  will  che«r 
the  heart,  and  light  up  die  coimtenaaoe  t- 
And  if  he  be  now  no  more,  and  if  he  had 
made'  it  his  dying  requeft  that,  in  a  way  o£ 
his  own  appointment,  we  would  occasionally 
meet  to  keep  the  memory  of  his  perfon,  and 
of  his  fervices  in  lively  cxerdfe ;  how  Ihould 
we  refent  the  idea  of  failing  in  the  perfonn* 
ance  of  fo  facred  an  ohligation ! 

Such  are  the  genuine  characters,  iiich  the 
Batural  workings  of  a  lively  gratitude.  And 
can  we  believe,  without  doing  violence  to 
the  moil:  eAablifhed  principles  of  htunan  na* 
ture,  that  where  the  effe£is  are  fo  different, 
the  tMternal principle  \&  ip  truth  the  lame? 
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Ir  the  love  of  Chrift  be  thus  languid  m    sect, 
the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians,  their  joy  and        i. 
truft  in  him  cannot  be  expefted  to  be  very    *■— *"^ 
vigorous;.     Here  again  we  find  reafon  to  re- 
mark, that  there  is  nothing  diflin£t,  nothing 
fpecific,  nothing  which  implies -a  mind  ac- 
i]Uiunted  with  the  natura  of  the  Chriftiaa's 
privileges,  and  ^miliarized  with  their  uie  ^ 
hatMtually  folacing  itielf  with  the  hopeS  he]4 
out  by  the  Go^el,  and  animated  by  the  fenfb 
of  its  high  relations,  and  its  glorious  rever- 

The  do£irme  of  the  ^nftifying  operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  appears  to  have  met  with 
flin  worie  fVcatment.  It  would  be  to  con- 
vey a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  fcantineis 
of  the  ctmceptions  on  this  head,  of  the  bulk 
of  the  ChriAian  world,  to  affirm  merely,  that 
they  are  too  little  conlcious  of  the  inefficacy 
of  their  own'unaffifted  endeavours  after  ho- 
linefi  of  heart  and  life,  and  that  they  are  not 
daily  employed  in  humbly  and  diligently  uiing 
the  appointed  means  for  the  reception  and 
cultivation  of  the  divine  afliitance.  Wefliould 
hardly  go  beytmd  the  truth  in  aflerting,  that 
for  the  moft'part  their  notions  on  this  fiibjetS; 
ire  lb  confufed  and  faint,  that  they  oan  Icarce- 
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c«AP.   ly  be  feid  in  any  feir  lenfc  to  believe  the  doc- 
"I-      trine  at  all. 

UngniM        The  writer  of  thefe  (heets  is  by  no  means 
rf>j^i""      unapprized  of  the  objeihons  which-  he  may 
^om'   expefl  from  thofe,  whole  opinions  he  has 
***^^"*     ^^°  ^  freely  condemning.     He  is  prepared 
our  Sa.       to  hcBT  it  Urged,  that  often  where  there  have 
"°^*        been  the  ftrongeft  pretences  to  the  religious 
affcftions,  there  has  been  little  or  nothing  of 
the  reality  of  them ;  and  that  even  omitting 
the  inftances  (which  however  have  been  biit 
too  frequent)  of  ftudied  hypocrify,  thofe  af- 
fe£lions  which  have  afliimed  tQ  themlelves  the 
name  of  religious  have  been  merely  the  flights 
of  a  lively  imagination,  or  the  working  of  a 
heated  brain ;  in  particular,  that  this  love  of 
our  Saviour,  which  has  been  fo  warmly  re-, 
commended,  is  no  better  than  a  vain  fervor, 
which  dwells  only  in  the  dilbrdered  mind  of 
the  enthufiaft.    That  Religion  is  of  a. more 
fteady  nature ;  of  a  more  fober  and  manly 
quality  ;  and  tlxat  flie  rejeds  with  fcom,  thq 
fupport  of  a  mere  feeling,  fo  volatile  and  in- 
determipate,  fo  trivial  and    ufelels,  as   that 
with  which  'we  would  affociate  ber;  a  feel- 
ing vai'ying  in  different  men,  and  even  in 
,  the  fame  man  at  different  times,  according  to 
the  accidental  flow  of  the  animal  ipirits ;  a. 
fcelingj 
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feeliiig,  of  which.it  may  perhaps  be  laid,  we    sbct* 
are  from  our  very  nature,  hardly  iufceptible       '• 
towards  an  invifible  Being. 

,  "  As  to  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  Anda- 

1111        1-1  II  ■  -   K""*  *" 

It  may  probably  be  further  urged,  that  "  it  o»ntmM 
*'  is  perhaps  Icarcely  worth  while  to  ipend  s^ 
"much  time,  in  inquiring  into  the  theory, 
"  when,  in  pra£tice  at  leafl,  it  is  manifeit,  . 
"  that  there  is  no  fure  criterion  whereby 
*'  any  one  can  alcertain  the  reality  of  them, 
"  even  in  his  own  cafe,  much  lefs  in  that  of 
"  another.  AH  we  know  13,  that  pretenders 
"  to  thefe  extraordinary  alBflances,  have  never 
**  been  wanting  to  abufe  the  credulity  of  the 
**  vulgar,  and  to  try  the  patience  of  the  wife. 
"  From  tbtfcanting  hypocrites  and  wild  fa- 
"  natics  of.thellaft  century,  to  their  leis  dan- 
*'  gcrous,  cbieft)(  bteaufe.  lefs  fucceisful,  de- 
"  fqendants  of -the  prcfcnt  day,  we  hear  the 
"  lame  unwarr^ted  claims,  the  fame  idle 
^'taies,  the  iame  low  cant;  andwemaydif^ 
"  cem  MJt  feldom  the  lame  mean  artifices 
"  and  mercenary  ends,  r  The  doftrine,  to 
"  fay  the  beft'  of  it,  ■  can  only  ferve  to  favour 
"  the  indolence  of  man,  while  profefling  to 
*' fumilh  him  with  a  compendious  method 
"  of  becoming  wile  and  good,  it  fuperfedes 
**  the  ncceffity  of  his  own  perlbnal  lalraurs. 
■      «  Quitting 

L,ni„,...do,CoogIe 


IHADE^ATK   COKCJEPTIOKS  COHCERimtO. 

**  Quitting  therefore  all  fiich  flothfiil  and 
"  chimerical  (peculations,  it  is  true  wifdom 
"  to  attach  ourfelves  to  what  is  more  folid 
"  and  pradiical ;  to  the  work  which  you  will 
**  not  deny  to  be  fufficJently  difficult  to  find 
••  us  of  itfelf  full  employment :  the  work  of 
'*  reSifying  the  diforders  of  the  paflions,  and 
•*  of  implanting  and  cultivAting  the  virtues 
"  of  the  moral  charafler." — •*  It  is  the  fer- 
**  vice  of  the  utaderftandmg  which  God  re- 
**  quires  of  us,  which  you  would  degrade  into 
•*  a  mere  matter  of  bodily  temperament,  and 
**  imaginary  impulies.  You  are  contending. 
•*  for  that  which  not  only  is  altogether  un- 
**  worthy  of  our  Divine  Mafter,  hot  which, 
"  with  confiderate  men,  has  ever  bnwght  his 
"  religion  into  fiifpicion  and  (fifftpotc,  and 
**  under  a  Ihew  of  honouring  him,  &rve8  on- 
**  ly  to  injure  and  di&radit  hit  caufe.**  Our 
Obje£lor,  w&rming  as  iw  proceeds,  will  per- 
haps afllime  a  more  impatieitt  toDe.  **  Have 
**  not  thefe  do&'ines,"  he  may  exclam,  ••Ifcen 
"  ever  perverted  to  purpofes  the  mtrfl  dif- 
**  graceful  to  the  Religion  of  Jefis  ?  If  you 
"  want  an  inftance,  look  to  the  ftandard  of 
"  the  inquifition,  and  behold  the  piens  Oe- 
**  minicans  torturing  their  miierable  vi6Hms 
**  for  the  Love  of  Chrift*.  Or  would  you 
*  This  was  tlw  motto  on  tbcir  bton^. 

"rather 
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)"  rather  ice  the  effefts  of  your  principled  oil    sect. 

"  a  larger  Icale,  and  by  whole/ale  (if  the       »• 

**  phraJs  may  be  pardoned ;)  caft  your  eyes  ''"    ^  ** 

"  acrois  the  Atlantic,  and  let  your  zeal  ba 

*  edified  l^  the  holy  a6tivity  of  Cortez  and 

"  Pizarro,  and  their  apoftles  of  the  weAeni 

**  hemii{^ere.    To  what  elfe  have  been  ow- 

**  ing  the  cxtenfive  ravages  of  national  per- 

**  fecutibns>  and  religious  wars  and  cruiades) 

**  whereby  r^acity,  and  pride,  and  cruelty, 

"flicltcring  themfclvcs  under  the  maik  of 

^  this  ^cious  principle,  have  ib  often  af- 

"  fliSied  the  world  ?  The  Prince  of  peace  has 

**  been  made  to  aflume  the  port  of  a  ferocious 

"  conqueror,  and  forgetting  the  meflage  of 

**  good  will  to  men,  has  iHued  forth  like  a 

**  lecond  Scourge  of  the  Earth  *,  to  plague 

**  and  de£}l^e  the  human  Ipecies." 

That  the  i&cred  name  of  Religion  has  '^r'* 
been  too  often  ]$roftituted  to  tlie  moil:  deteft-  AUeg». 
able  purpoies ;  that  furious  bigots  and  bloody  "^^ 
periecutors,  and  (elf-interef^  hypocrites  of 
all  qualities  and  dimenfioHS,  from  the  rapa- 
cious leader  of  an  army^  to  the  canting  oracle 
ef  a  congregation*  have  falfely  called  them- 
felvQ*  Chriidians,  are  mehuichcdy  and  humi- 

*TUtof  Atdlftkuf  of  <be  HttD^  ttbde  deibbting 
hating 

L,,„,...do,Coogle 


IHADECUTATE   COHCEPTIONS   CO)rCBRHr{rG 

Hating  truths,  which  (as  none  fo  deeply  la- 
ment them)  none  will  more  readily  admit, 
than  they  who  beft  underftand  the  nature  of 
Chriftiaiiity,  and  are  moft  concerned  for  her 
honour.  We  ard  ready  to  acknowledge  alfo 
without  difpute,  that  the  religious  afFeflions, 
and  the  dodrine  of  divine  affiftance,  have  at 
all  times  been  more  or  leis  dilgraced  by  the 
falfe  pretences  and  extravagant  conduct  of 
wild  fanatics  and  Braiu-fi'ck  enthufiafts.  All 
this,  however,  is  only  as  it  happens  in  other 
inftances,  wherein  the  depravity  of  man  per- 
verts the  bounty  of  God.  Why  is  it  here  only 
to  be  made  an  argument,  that  there  is  danger 
of  abufe  ?  So  is  there  alfo  in  the  cale  of  every 
operative  principle,  whetlier  in  the  natural 
or  moral  world.  Take  for  an  inftaiicc  the 
powers  and  properties  of  matter.  Theli 
were  doubtlefs  defigned  by  Providence  for  our 
comfort  and  well-being ;  yet  they  are  often 
mifapplied  to  trifling  purpofes,  and  ftill  more 
frequently  turned  into  fo  many  agents  of  mi- 
iery  and  death.  On  this  fa6^  indeed  is  found- 
ed ^the  well-known  maxim,  not  more  trite 
tfian  juft,  that  "  the  beft  things  when  cor- 
*-*  rupted  become  the  worft;"  a  maxim  which. 
is  peculiarly  juft  in  the  inftance  of  Religion. 
For  in  this  cafe  it  is  not  merely,  as  in  fome 
pthers,  tliat  a  great  power,  when  mifchiev* 
oufly 
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oufly  applied,  muft  be  hurtful  in  propor- 
tion to  its  ftrength;  but  that  the  very  prin- 
ciple on  which  in  general  we  depend  for 
reftraining  and  retarding  theprogrefeofevilj 
not  only  ceafes  to  interpofe  any  kindly  check, 
but  is  powerfully  a<5live  in  the  oppofite  di- 
reSion.  But  will  you  therefore  diicard  Re- 
ligion altogether  ?  It  is  upon  this  very  ground 
that  the  Infidels  of  a  neighbouring  country 
have  lately  m^de  war  againil  Chrtitianity, 
with  what  effects  the  world  has  not  now  to 
learn.  Bqt  fupJ)oic  Religion  were  difcarded, 
then  Liberty  renjains  to  plague  the  world ; 
a  power  which  though  when  well  employed, 
the  difpenier  of  light  and  happinefs,  has  been 
often  proved,  and  eminently  in  the  inftance 
of  a  neighbouring  country,  to  be  capable, 
when  abuled,  of  becoming  infinitely  raii- 
chievous.  Well  then,  extinguilh  Liberty. 
Then  what  more  abufed  by  falie  preten- 
ders, than  Patriotifm  ?  Well,  extinguifli  Pa- 
triotifm.  But  then  the  wicked  career  to 
which  we  have  adverted,  muft  have  been 
checked  but  for  Courage.  Blot  out  Courage 
—and  fo  might  you  proceed  to  extinguilh 
one  by  one,  Realbn,  and  Speech,  and  Me- 
mory, and  all  the  difcriminating' prerogatives 
of  man.  But  perhaps  more  than  enough  has 
been  already  urged  in  reply  to  an  objeftion, 
G  which 
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which  is  built  on  ground  fo  itidefenfible,  as 
that  whidi  would  equally  warrant  our  con- 
demning any  phyfical  or  moral  faculty  alto- 
gether, on  account  of  its  being  occafionally 
abufed. 

As  to  the  pofition  of  our  Opponent,  that 
there  is  no  way  whereby  the  validity  of  any 
pretcnfions  to  the  religious  affeftions  may 
be  afcertjuned ;  it  muft  partly  be  admitted, 
Doubtlefs  wc  are  not  able  always  to  read  the 
hearts  of  men,  and  to  difcover  their  real  cha- 
ra£lers;  and  hence  it  is,-  that  we  in-lbme 
meafure  lie  open  to  the  falfe  and  hypocri- 
tical pretences  which  are  brought  forward 
againfl  us  (6  triumphantly.  But  then  theie 
pretences  no  more  prove  all  (imilar  claims  to 
be  founded  in  falfehood  and  hypocrify,  than 
there  having  been  many  falle  and  interefted 
pretenders  to  wifdom  and  honefty,  would 
prove  that  there  can  be  no  fiich  thing  as  a 
wife  or  an  honeft  man.  We  do  not  argue 
thus  but  where  our  reafon  is  under  a  corrupt 
bias.  Why  Ihould  we  be  fo  much  furprifed 
and  fcandalized,  when  thefe  impoftors  are 
detected  in  the  church  of  Chrift  ?  It  is  no 
more  than  our  Blcfled  Maifcr  himfelf  taught 
us  to  expe£t ;  and  when  the  old  difficulty  is 
flatcd,  "  didft  thou  not  fow  good  feed  in  thy 
«  field. 
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"  field,  whence  then  hath  it  tares?"  his  own  i 
anfwer  furniflies  the  beft  folution^"  an  enc- 
"  my  hath  done  this." — Hypocrify  is  indeed 
Jttejiabiey^nA  enthufiafin  £ifficiently  miichiev- 
ous  to  juftify  our  guarding  againft  its  approach- 
es with  jealous  care.  Yet  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  take  this  occalion  for  obierving,  that 
we  are  now  and  then  apt  to  draw  too  unfa- 
vourable conclulions  from  unpleaiant  appear- 
ances, which  may  perhaps  be  chiefly  or  alto^ 
gether  owing  to  grols  or  coniiifed  conceptions, 
or  to  a  difgufling  formality  of  demeanor,  or 
to  indeterminate,  low,  or  improperly  familiar 
expreflions.  The  mode  and  language,  in 
which  a  vulgar  man  will  expreis  himfelf  on 
the  lubje6l  of  Religion,  will  probably  be  vul- 
gar, and  it  is  difficult  for  people  of  literature 
and  refinement  not  to  be  unreafonably  ihocked 
by  fuch  vulgarities.  But  we  fhould  at  leaft 
endeavour  to  corre^  the  rafli  judgements 
which  we  may  be  difpofed  to  form  on  thefe 
occalions,  and  fhould  leani  to  recognize  and 
to  prize  a  found  texture  and  jufl  configura- 
tion, though  difguifed  beneath  a  homely  or 
uncouth  drapery.  It  was  an  Apoftle  who 
declared  that  he  had  come  to  the  learned  and  ■ 
accomplifhed  Grecians  **  not  with  excellency 
"  of  fpeech,or  the  wifdom  of  words."  From 
thefe  he  had  ftudioufly  abftained,  lefl  he  fhould 
G  2  have 
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CHAP,  have  leemed  to  owe  his  fuccefe  rather  to  the 
in.  graces  of  oratory,  than  to  the  efficacy  of  his 
doiflrines,  and  to  the  divine  power  with  which 
they  were  accompanied.  Even  in  our  own 
times,  when,  the  extraordinary  operations  and 
miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  having 
ceafed,  the  iieeeffity  of  ftudy  and  preparation, 
and  of  attention  to  manner  as  well  as  matter, 
in  order  to  qualify  men  to  become  teachers  of 
religion,  are  no  longer  liipcrfeded,  yet  it  is  no 
more  than  an  a£t  of  juftice  explicitly  to  re- 
mark, that  a  body  of  Chriftians,  which  from 
•  the  peculiarly  offcnfive  groflhefles  of  language 
in  uie  among  them,  had,  not  without  reaibn, 
excited  fulpicions  of  the  very  worft  nature, 
have  fmce  reclaimed  their  chara£ler  (b),  and 
have  perhaps  excelled  all  mankind  in  fblid 
and  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  love  of  Chrift, 
and  of  the  moft  ardent,  and  aftive,  and  pa- 
tient zeal  in  his  fervice.  It  is  a  zeal  tempered 
with  prudence,  Ibftened  with  meeknefs,  fo- 
berly  aiming  at  great  ends  by  the  gradual 
operation  of  well  adapted  means,  fupported 
by  a  courage  which  no  danger  can  intimi- 
date, and  a  quiet  conftancy  which  no  hard- 
ihips  can  exhsuft. 

(b)  Vide  the  tcftimony  of  Weft  India  merchant*  to  the 
Moravians,  in  the  Report  of  die  Privy  Council  oa  the  Slave 
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Section  ii. 

On  the  AimllJion  of  the  PaJJions  into  Religion, 

THE  objeilion  of  our  Opponent,  that  by 
infilling  on  the  obligation  of  making  our 
blefled  Saviour  the  obje6i  of  our  religious  af- 
feftions,  we  are  degrading  the  worfliip  of 
the  underftanding,  and  are  lubftituting  a  {tt 
of  mere  feehngs  in  its  ftead,  is  one  which 
dcferves  our  moft  fcrious  confideration.  If 
it  be  juft,  it  is  deciiivc ;  for  ours  muft  be  un- 
queftionably  **  a  reafonable  fervice  *."  The 
Objeftor  mull  mean,  either,  that  thefe  affec- 
tions are  unreaibnable  in  themfelves,  or  that 
they  are  mifplaccd  in  religion.  He  can 
fcarcely,  however,  intend  that  the  afFeftioiis 
are  in  their  own  nature  unreaibnable.  To 
Ibppofe  him  to  maintain  this  pofition,  were 
to  fuppofe  him  ignorant  of  what  every  fchool- 
boy  knows  of  the  mechanilhi  of  the  human 
mind.  We  (hall  therefore  take  it  for  granted, 
that  this  cannot  be  his  meaning,  and  proceed 
to  examine  the  latter  part  of  the  alternative. 
Here  alfo  it  may  either  be  intended,  that  the 
affcftioiis  are  milplaced  in  Religion,  generally, 

*  Kom.  xi).  1, 

G3  or 


L,ni„,...do,CoogIe 


85  pK  THK  ADItflSSIOH  OF 

CHAP,    or  that  our  bleffed  Saviour  is  not  the  pro* 
'*'•      per  object  of  them. 

This  notion  of  the  affeSions  being  put  of 
place  in  Religion,  is  indeed  an  opinion  which 
appears  to  be  generally  prevalent,  The  afr 
feftions  are  regarded  as  the  ftrong  hol4s  of 
cnthuiiafm.  It  is  therefore  judged  moft  cxt 
pedient  to  a6t,  as  prudent  generals  are  ufed 
to  do,  when  they  raze  the  forfrels,  or  (pike 
up  the  cannon,  which  arc  likely  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy.  Mankind  are  apt  to 
be  the  dupes  of  mifepplicd  terms ;  and  the 
progrefs  of  the  perfuafion  now  in  queftion, 
has  been  confiderably  aided  by  an  abufe  of 
language,  not  liifEciently  checked  in  its  iirft 
advances,  whereby  that  ipecies  of  Religion 
which  is  oppofite  to  the  warm  and  affeflion- 
ate  kind,  has  been  furred  alnioft  without 
difturbance,  to  ulurp  to  iticlf  the  epithet  of 
rational.  But  let  not  this  claim  be  too  haflily 
admitted.  Let  the.  pofition  in  queftton  be 
thoroughly  and  impartially  difcuflfed,  and  it 
will  appear,  if  I  miftake  not,  to  be  a  grofe 
and  pernicious  error.  If  amputatLon  be  inr 
deed  indiipenlai^lejwe  mufl  fubmit  tp  it;  but 
we  may  furely  expcft  to  be  heard  with  pa- 
jtience,  or  rather  with  favour  and  indulgence, 
while  wc  pfocee*^  to  fliew  that  there  is  np 
nce4 
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need  to  have  jecourle  to  fo  desperate  a  reme- 
dy. The  difcuflion  will  necefiarily  draw  us 
into  length.  But  our  prolixity  f/ill  not  be 
greater  than  may  well  be  (Jainied  by  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft,  elpeclally  as  it 
fcarcely  feems  to  have  hitherto  fufficiently 
engaged  the  attention  of  writers  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  Religion, 

It  cannot  methiuks  but  afford  a  condder- 
able  prefumption  againft  the  do61rine  which 
we  are  about  to  combat,  that  it  propeies  to 
exclude  at  once  from  the  fervice  of  Religion 
io  grand  a  part  of  the  compofition  of  man ; 
that  in  this  our  iiobleft  employment  it  coni- 
demns  as  worfe  than  ulele^,  all  the  mod  a«:- 
tive  principles  of  our  nature.  One  cannot 
but  fuppoie  that  like  the  organs  of  the  body, 
{o  the  elementary  qualities  and  original  paf- 
Hons  of  the  mi^d  were  all  given  us  for  valu- 
able purpofcs  by  our  allwUc  Creator.  It  is 
indeed  one  of  the  fad  evidences  of  our  /alien 
condition,  that  they  are  now  perpetually  re- 
belling ^ainft  the  powers  of  reaibn  and  con- 
fibicnce,  to  which  they  ihould  be  fubje£t.  But 
even  if  Revelation  had  been  fdent,  natural 
reafon  might  have  in  fomc  degree  prefumed, 
that  it  would  be  the  effefl  of  a  Religion  which 
Ihould  come  from  God,  completely  to  repair 
G  4  the 
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CHAP,  the  confequences  of  our  fupcrinduccd  depra- 
III.      vity.     The  fchemes  of  mere  human  wil'dom 

^'"'y^  jjaj  indeed  tacitly  confelTed,  that  this  was  a 
taik  beyond  their  ftrength.  Of  the  two  moft 
celebrated  fyftems  of  philcfophy,  the  one  cx- 
prelsly  confirmed  the  ufurpation  of  the  pal- 
iiotis ;  while  the  other,  delpairing  of  being 
able  to  regulate  them,  faw  nothing  left  but 
their  extindion.  The  former  a<5led  like  a 
weak  government,  which  gives  independence 
to  a  rebellious  province,  which  it  cannot  re- 
duce. The  latter  foriped  its  boafted  icheme 
t  merely  upon  the  plan  of  that  barbarous  policy, 
which  compotes  the  troubles  of  a  turbulent 
land  by  the  extermination  of  its  inhabitants. 
This  is  the  calm,  not  of  order,  but  of  inac- 
tion i  it  is  not  tranquiUitj',  but  th^  ftillnels  of 
death  i 

Trucidare  falfo  nomine  Impcrlum,  &  ubi  rolitudincm  k* 
ciunt,  picem  appellant  —  • 

Chriftianity,  we  might  hope,  would  not  be 
driven  to  any  fuch  wretched  expedients ;  nor 
in  fad  does  Ihe  condelcend  to  them.  They 
only  thus  undervalue  her  ftrength,  who  mil- 
take  her  character,  and  are  ignorant  of  her 
powers.  It  is  her  peculiar  glory,  and  her 
main  office,  to  bring  all  the  faculties  of  our 
uature  'uit9  thejr  juO:  fubordination  ajid  de* 
pendeage; 
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pendence;  that  fo  the  whole  man,  complete  sect. 
in  all  his  fundions,  may  be  reftored  to  the  "• 
true  ends  of  his  being,  and  be  devoted,  en- 
tire and  harmonious,  to  the  iervice  and  glory 
of  God.  "  My  fon,  give  me  thine  heart" — 
"  Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
'*  thy  heart  .-"—Such  are  the  direft  and  com- 
prehenlive  claims  which  are  made  on  us  in 
the  holy  Scrij>tures.  We  can  Icarcely  indeed 
look  into  any  part  of  the  iacred  volume  with- 
out meeting  abundant  proofs,  that  it  is  the 
religion  of  the  Affections  which  God  parti- 
cularly requires.  Love,  Zeal,  Gratitude,  Joy, 
Hoj>e,  Truftjtre  each  of  them  fi)ecified  ;  and 
are  not  allowed  to  us  as  weakneffes,  but  en- 
joined on  us  as  our  bounden  duty,  and  com- 
mended to  us  as  our  acceptable  worlhip. 
Where  pafl^ges  are  fo  numerous,  there  would 
be  no  end  of  particular  citations.  Let  it  be 
Efficient,  therefore,  to  refer  the  reader  to 
the  word  of  God.  There  let  him  oblerve 
too,  that  as  the  lively  exercife  of  the  pallions 
towards  their  legitimate  objeft,  is  always 
ipoken  of  with  praife,  fo  a  cold,  hard,  un- 
fccUng  heart  is  reprelented  as  highly  crimi^ 
nal.  Lukewarmnefs  is  dated  to  be  the  ob- 
jed  of  God's  difguft  and  averfion ;  zeal  and 
love,  of  his  fevour  and  delight ;  and  the  tak- 
ing away  of  the  heart  of  ilone  and  the  im-! 
jl^titing 
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planting  of  a  warmer  and  more  tender  nature 
in  its  ftead,  is  Ipecifically  promifed  as  the 
efFeft  of  his  returning  favour,  and  the  work 
of  his  renewing  grace.  It  is  the  prayer  of 
an  in(i)ired  teacher,  in  behalf  of  thofc  for 
whom  he  was  moft  interefted,  "  that  their 
"  love"  (already  acknowledged  to  be  great) 
•*  might  abound  yet  more  and  more :"  Thofe 
modes  of  worlhip  are  prefcribcd,  which  are 
beft  calculated  to  excite  the  dormant  aiFec- 
tions,  and  to  maintain  them  in  lively  exer- 
cife ;  and  the  aids  of  mufic  and  linging  are 
cxprefsly  fuperadded  to  increafe  their  efFeft. 
If  we  look  to  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Scrip- 
ture Charafters,  we  fliall  find  them  warm, 
zealous,  and  afFe£lionate.  When  engaged  in 
their  favourite  work  of  celebrating  the  good- 
nefs  of  their  Supreme  Benefa6tor,  their  ibuls 
appear  to  burn  within  them,  their  hearts 
kindle  into  rapture  ;  the  powers  of  language 
are  inadequate  to  the  expreflion  of  their  tranf- 
ports ;  and  they  call  on  all  nature  to  fwcH 
the  chorus,  and  to  unite  with  them  in  halle- 
lujahs of  gratitude,  and  joy,  and  praifc.  The 
man  after  Gotj's  own  heart  moft  of  all  abounds 
in  thefe  glowing  effufions ;  and  his  compo- 
fitions  appear  to  have  been  given  us  in  order 
to  fet  the  tone,  as  it  were,  to  all  fijcceed- 
ing  generations.  Accordingly  (to  quote  the 
«  l^ordfi 
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words  of  a  late  excellent  prelate*,  who  was  sec 
himielf  warmed  with  the  iame  heavenly  >'• 
flame)  "  in  the  language  of  this  divine  book,  ^^ 
"  the  praifes  of  the  church  have  been  offered 
**  up  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  from  age  to 
**  age."  When  God  was  plcafed  to  check 
the  fiiturc  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  in  his 
wild  career,  and  to  make  him  a  monument 
of  transforming  grace  ;  was  the  force  of  his 
affeflions  dimiuifhed,  or  was  it  not^that  their 
direSion  only  was  changed  ?  He  brought  his 
affeftions  entire  and  unabated  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  bleffed  Mafter.  His  zeal  now 
burned  even  with  an  increafe  of  brightnefs ; 
and  no  internenefs,  no  continuance  of  fufFer- 
ings  could  allay  its  ardor,  or  damp  the  fer- 
vors of  his  triumphant  exultations.  Finally 
■ — The  worihip  and  fervice  of  the  glorified 
fpirits  in  Heaven,  is  not  reprefented  to  us  a 
cold  intellectual  inveiligation,  but  as  the 
worfhip  and  fervice  of  gratitude  and  love. 
And  iurely  it  will  not  be  difputed,  that  it 
ihould  be  even  here  the  humble  endeavour  of 
thofe  who  are  promifed  while  on  earth  "  to 
"  be  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inhe- 
^  ritance  of  the  faints  m  light,"  to  bring  their 
hearts  into  a  capacity  for  joining  in  thofe 
pvcrlafting  praifes. 

•  Dr.  Hqknc 

But 
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CHAP-  -    2^*^  ^^  ^^y  "o'   ^^  unadvifahle  for  the 

in.  writer  here  to  guard  againft  a  miftaken  fup- 

.Jl^Jj^^  pofitioo,  from  which  the  mind  of  our  Objec- 

and  Mea-  toF,  bv  HO  mcaiis  appears  exempt,  that  the 

rureoftbe      -  r    i  i-    ■  .1-  n-  ■  ,         1  ■    ^ 

reiipiou*  lorce  or  the  rehgious  airections  is  to  be  chiefly 
*  eftimated  by  the  degree  of  mere  animal  fer- 
vor, by  ardors,  and  tranlports,  and  raptures, 
of  which,  from  conftitutioual  temperament, 
a  i>erfoii  may  be  eaiily  fufccplible ;  or  into 
which  daily  experience  muft  convince  us, 
that  people  of  ftrong  imaginations  and  of 
warm  paffions  may  work  themfelves  without 
much  difficulty,  where  theii"  hearts  are  by  no 
means  truly  or  deeply  intereiled.  Every  to- 
lerable aftor  can  atteft  the  truth  of  this  re- 
mark. Thefe  high  degrees  of  the  paflions 
bad  men  may  experience,  good  men  may 
want.  Itiey  may  be  affe(5ted ;  they  may  be 
genuine ;  but  whether  genuine  or  affedled, 
they  form  not  the  true  ftandard  by  which 
the  real  nature  or  ftrength  of  the  religious 
afre(5l:iQns  is  to  be  determined.  To  alcertain 
thefe  points,  we  muft  examine,  whether  they 
appear  to  be  grounded  in  knowledge,  to  have 
their  root  in  ftrong  and  juft  conceptions  of 
the  great  and  manifold  excellences  of  their 
object,  or  to  be  ignorant,  unmeaning,  or 
vague :  whether  they  are  natural  and  ealy, 
cr  conllrained  and  forced ;  wakeful  and  apt 
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to  fix  on  their  great  objects,  delighting  in 
their  proper  nutriment  the  cxerciics  of  prayer, 
of  praile,  and  religious  contemplation ;  or  vo- 
luntarily omitting  oiFered  occafions  of  receiv- 
ing it,  looking  forward  to  them  with  little 
cxpedlation,  looking  back  on  them  with  Uttic 
complaceucy,  and  being  dilappointed  of  them 
with  little  regret :  we  muft  oblerve  whether 
thcfe  religious  alfeftions  are  merely  occafional 
vifitants,  or  the  abiding  inmates  of  the  Ibul : 
whether  they  have  got  the  maftcry  over  the 
vicious  paflions  and.propenfities,  with  which 
in  their  origin,  and  nature,  and  tendenc}^ 
they  are  at  open  variance ;  or  whether  if  the 
victory  be  not  yet  complete,  the  war  is  at 
leaft  conftant,  and  the  breach  irreconcilable  : 
whether  they  moderate  and  regulate  all  the 
inferior  appetites  and  defires  which  arc  cul- 
pable only  in  their  excels,  thus  ftriving  to 
reign  in  the  bolbm  with  a  fettled  undiijjuted 
predominance:  And  we  muft  examine  whe- 
ther, alKjve  all,  they  manifeft  themlelves  by 
prompting  to  the  active  difcharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  life,  the  perfonal,  the  domeftic,  the  re- 
lative, the  profefTional,  the  Ibcial,  and  civil 
duties.  Here  the  widencfs  of  their  range 
and  the  univerlality  of  their  influence,  will 
generally  ferve  to  diftingiiifli  them  from  thofe 
partial  efforts  of  diligence  and  felf-denral,  to 
which 
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which  mankind  are  prompted  by  fubordinate 
motives.  All  proofs  other  than  this  deduced 
from  condufl,  are  in  fome  degree  ambi- 
guous. This,  this  only,  whether  we  argue 
from  Reafon  or  from  Scripture,  is  a  fure  in- 
fallible criterion.  From  the  daily  incidents. 
of  conjugal  and  domeflic  life,  we  learn  that 
a  heat  of  aiFe£lion  occaiionally  vehement,  but 
fuperBcial  and  tranlitory,  may  coniifl  too  well 
with  a  courfe  of  conduft,  exhibiting  incon- 
tcftable  proofs  of  neglefl  aiid  unkindneis. 
But  the  paffion,  which  alone  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures dignify  with  the  name  of  Love,  is  a 
deep,  not  a  fuperiicial  feeling ;  a  fixed  and 
permanent,  not  an  occafional  emotion.  It 
proves  the  validity  of  its  title,  by  a£lions  cor- 
responding with  its  nature,  by  praftical  en- 
deavours to  gratify  the  wiflies  and  to  promote 
the  interefts  of  the  objeft  of  afFedion.  "  If  a 
•*  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  layings." 
**  This  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his 
"  commandments."  This  therefore  is  the  beft 
ftandard  by  which  to  try  the  quality,  or, 
the  quality  being  afcertained,  to  eftimate  the 
ftrength  of  the  religious  affe61ions.  Without 
fuffering  ourfelvcs  to  derive  too  much  com- 
placency from  tranfient  fervors  of  devotion, 
we  fiiould  carefully  and  frequently  prove  our- 
felves  by  this  lefs  dubitable  tefl ;  impartially 
\  examining 
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examining  our  daily  conduil ;  and  often  com- 
paring our  actual,  with  our  poflible  Services, 
the  fair  h'ftiount  of  our  exertions,  with  our 
natural  or  acquired  means  and  opportumtiei 
of  ufefulnefs.  , 

After-  this  large  explanation,  the  pro- 
lixity of  which  will  we  truft  be  pardoned  oa 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  iubjeft,  and 
the  danger  of  miftakes  both  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left,  we  are  perfcftly  ready 
to  concede  to  the  ObjeSor,  that  the  religious 
afFeftions  muft  be  expeftcd  to  be  more  or 
left  lively  in  different  men,  and  in  the  lame 
man  at  different  times,  in  proportion  to  natu- 
ral tempers,  ages,  fituations,  and  habits  of  life. 
But,  to  found  an  obje^ion  on  this  ground, 
would  be  as  unreafbnable  as  it  were  altogether 
to  deny  the  obligation  of  the  precepts,  which 
command  us  to  relieve  the  uecefHties  of  the 
indigent,  becaufe  the  infinitely  varjing  cir- 
cumftances  of  mankind  muft  render  it  im- 
poflible  to  Ipecify  beforehand  the  lum  which 
each  individual  ought  on  the  whole  to  allot 
to  this  purpofe,  or  to  fix  in  every  particular 
inftance,  on  any  determinate  meafure  and 
mode  of  contribution.  To  the  one  cafe  no 
leis  than  to  the  other,  we  may  apply  the 
maxim  of  aii  eminent  writer ;  "  An  honeft 
"  heart 
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ciiAp.  "  neart  is  the  beft  cafiiift."  He  who  every 
III.       where  but  in  Religion  is  warm  and  aoimated, 

'  "•  -'  there  on]}'  phlegmatic  and  cold,  Vai  hardly 
expert  (efpecially  if  this  coldnefs  be  not  the 
fubjed  of  unfeigned  humiliation  and  forrow) 
that  His  pica  on  the  ground  of  natural  temper 
ihould  be  admitted  ;  any  more  than  that  of  a 
peribn  who  ftiould  urge  his  jwverty  as  a 
juftification  of  his  not  relieving  the  wants  of 
the  neceflitous,  at  the  very  time  that  he  fhould 
be  launching  out  into  exjjence  without  re- 
ftraint,  on  occafions  in  which  he  ftiould  be 
really  prompted  by  his  inclinations.  In  both 
cafes,  *'  it  is  the  wiU'mg  mind  which  is  re- 
"  quired."  Where  that  is  found  *'  every 
"  man  will  be  judged  according  tp  what  he 
*'  hath,  and  not  according  to  what  he  hath 


After  the  decifive  proofs  already  adduced 
from  the  word  of  God,  of  the  unreafouable- 
nefs  of  the  objeftion  to  the  admiflion  of  the 
paffions  into  Religion,  all  farther  arguments 
may  appear  fuperfluous  to  any  one  who  is 
difpofcd  to  bow  to  fcriptural  authority.  Yet 
the  point  is  of  fo  much  importance,  and,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  lb  little  regarded,  that  it  may 

•  2  Cor.  viii.  12. 
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not  be  amifs  to  continue  the  difcuflion.    The    sect. 
bcft  conclufipns  of  realbn  will  be  ihewn  to 
fall  in  with  what  clearly  appears  to  be  the 
uuthoritative  language  of  revelation ;  and  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  affeflions  to  the  fervice 
of  Religion^  will  prove  to  be  not  only  what 
Ibber  reafon  may  permit,  as  in  fome  fort  al* 
lowable;   but  to  be  that  which  (he  clearly  Theaffee- 
and  ilrongly  di6tates  to  our  deliberate  judge-   ma^y  «i- 
ments,  as  being  what  the  circumftances  of  our  jj^f^j^" 
natural  condition  indiipenfably  require.    We  ^^^!j!f 
have  every  one  of  us  a  work  to  accompliftii 
wherein  our  eternal  interefts  are  at  ftake ;  a 
work  to  which  we  arc  naturally  indiipofcd. 
We  live  in  a  world  abounding  with  objects 
which  diftra^  our  attention  and  divert  our 
endeavours ;  and  a  deadly  enemy  is  ever  at 
hand  to  leduce  and  beguile  us.     If  we  perfe- 
vere  indeed,  fucccls  is  certain  ;  but  our  efforts 
muft  know  no  remiflion.    ThereJs  a  call  on 
us  for  vigorous  and  continual  refffution,  felB- 
denial,  and  aftivity.     Now,  man  is  not  a  be* 
ing  of  mere  iutelle^l. 

Video  mdiora  proboque,  deterion  f^ucH-, 

15  a  complaint  which,  alas!  we  all  of  us 
might  daily  utter.  The  flighteft  folicitatioo 
of  appetite  is  often  able  to  draw  us  to  a£^ 
in  oppofition  to  our  cleareft  judgement,  our 
H  higheft 
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CHAP,  higheft  interefts,  and  moft  Fefolute  determi- 
I"-  nations.  Sickneis,  poverty,  difgcace,  and  even 
■'  eternal  miferv  itlelf,  (bmetimes  in  vain  iblicit 
our  regards ;  they  are  all  excluded  from  the 
view,  and  thruft  as  it  were  beyond  the  fphere 
of  vifion,  by  fome  poor  unfubftantial  tran- 
fient  objeifl',  lb  minute  and  contemptible  as 
alnioft  to  cicajje  the  notice  of  die  eye  of 
reafbn. 

These  obfervations  are  more  ftrikingly 
confirmed  in  our  religious  concerns,  than  ill 
any  other;  becaule  in  them  the  interefts  at 
ftake  are  of  tranfcendaiit  importance :  but 
they  hold  equally  in  every  inftaiicc  accord- 
ing to  its  meal'ure,  wherein  there  is  a  call 
for  laborious,  painful,  and  continued  exer- 
tions, from  which  we  are  likely  to  be  de- 
terred by  obftacies,  or  fcduced  by  the  folicila- 
tions  of  plealure.  What  then  is  to  be  done 
in  the  calWf  any  (uch  arduous  and  ueceffary 
undertaking  ?  The  aiifwcr  is  obvious — You 
fhould  endeavour  not  pnly  to  convince  the 
underfianding,  but  alio  to  affed  the  heart; 
and  for  this  end,  you  muft  fecure  the  rein- 
forceraent  of  the  ])aflions.  Ihis  is  indeed  the 
courlc  which  would  be  naturally  followed  by 
every  man  of  common  unclerftanding,  who 
Ihould  know  that  Ibme  one  For  whom  he  was 
deei>ly 
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tlceply  interefted,  a  child,  for  infknce,  or  a  ssct* 
brother,  were  about  to  enter  on  -a  long,  dif-  i*- 
iicult,  perilous,  and  critical  adventure,  where-  ^"'  '~' 
in  fuccels  was  to  be  honour  and  affluence  s 
defeat  was  to  be  contempt  and  ruin.  And 
■  ftin  more,  if  the  parent  were  com'inccd  that 
his  child  pofrefTed  faculties  which,  flrenuoufly 
and  unremittingly  exerted,  would  prove  equal 
to  all  the  exigencies  of  the  enterprize,  but 
knew  him  alfo  to  be  volatile  and  inconftatit» 
and  had  reafon  to  doubt  his  refolution  and 
his  vigilance ;  how  would  the  friendly  mo* 
iiitor's  endeavour  be  redoubled,  fo  to  poflefs 
his  pupirs  mind  with  the  worth  and  dignity 
of  the  undertaking,  that  there  Ihould  be  no 
opening  for  the  entrance  of  any  inferior  con* 
lideration  I — "  Weigh  well  (he  would  fay) 
**  the  value  of  the  objedl  for  which  you  are 
•*  about  to  contend,  and  contemplate  and 
**  ftudy  its  various  excellences,  till  your  whole  - 
*'  foul  be  on  fire  for  its  acquisition.  Coufidef 
"  too,  that  if  v-oii  fail,  milery  and  infamy  are 
**  united  in  the  alternative  which  awaits  you* 
**  Let  not  the  miftaken  notion  of  its  being 
•*  a  fafc  and  eaiy  fervice,  for  a  moment  be- 
•*  guile  you  into  the  difcontinuancc  or.  re- 
**  miffion  of  your  efforts.  Be  aware  of  your 
'*  imminent  danger,  and  at  the  fame  time 
**  know  your  true  fecurity.  It  is  a  fervice 
H  2  "of 
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•*  of  labour  and  peril ;  but  one  wherein  the' 
**  powers  which  you  poflefs,  ftrcnuoufly  and 
"  perfeveringly  exerted,  cannot  but  crown 
**  you  with  viflof)'.  Accuftom  yourfelf  to 
"  look  firft  to  the  dreadful  confequences  of 
**  failure;  then  fix  your  eye  on  the  glorious 
"  prize  which  is  before  you;  and  when  your 
*'  ftrength  begins  to  fail,  and  your  fj>irits  are 
*'  well  nigh  exhaufted,  let  the  animating  view 
"  rekindle  your  refolution,  and  call  forth  in 
"  renewed  vigour  the  fainting  energies  of 
"  your  foul." 

It  was  the  remark  of  an  unerring  obfer^'er, 
*•  The  children  of  this  world  are  wifer  in 
**  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light." 
And  it  is  indifputably  true,  that  in  religion 
we  have  to  argue  and  plead  with  nnen  for 
jjrinciples  of  adlion^  the  wifdom  and  expe- 
diency of  which  are  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged in  matters  of  worldly  concern..  So  it 
is  in  the  inftance  before  us.  The  cafe  which 
has  been  juft  defcribed,  is  an  exaft,  but  a 
faint  rcprefentation  of  our  condition  in  this 
life.  Frail  and  "  infirm  of  purpofe,"  we 
have  a  bufinefs  to  execute  of  fupreme  and 
indilpenfable  necelfity.  Solicitations  to  neg- 
It'ft  it  every  where  abound :  the  difficulties, 
and  dangers  are  numerous  and  urgent ;  and 
•     the 
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the  night  of  death  cometh,  how  foon  we  se 
know  not,  "  when  no  mim  can  work."  All  ■ 
this  is  granted.  It  feems  to  be  a  Aate  of 
things  wherein  one  ihould  look  out  with  fo* 
licitude  for  fome  powerful  Simulants.  Mere 
knowledge  is  confeffedly  too  weak.  The  af- 
fections alone  remain  to  fupply  the  deficiency. 
They  preciiely  meet  the  occafion,  and  fuit  the 
pnrpoies  intended.  Yet,  when  we  propofe 
to  fit  ourfelves  for  our  great  undertaking,  by 
calling  them  in  to  our  help,  we  are  to  be  told 
that  we  are  a£ling  contrary  to  reafoii.  Is  this 
reafonable,  to  ftrip  us  firft  pf  our  armour  of 
proof,  and  then  to  fend  us  to  the  fharpeil  of 
encounters  ?  To  fiimmon  us  to  the  fcvereft 
labours,  but  firft  to  rob  us  of  the  precious  cor- 
dials which  ihould  brace  our  fmews  and  re- 
cruit our  ftrength  ? 

Let  thele  pretended  advocates  for  reafon 
at  length  then  confcfs  their  folly,  and  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  fuperior  wifdoni  as  well  as  good- 
nefe  of  our  heavenly  InfhiiSor;  who  better 
underilanding  our  true  conditkni,  and  know-* 
ing  our  frowardnefs  and  irtadvertency,  has 
moil  reafbnably  as  well  as  kindly  pointed  out 
and  enjoined  on  va  the  ule  of  thofe  aids 
which  may  countera^  our  infirmities ;  who 
commanding  the  effi^,  has  commanded  alio 
the  means  whereby  it  may  be  accomplifhed. 
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CHAP.  And  now,  if  the  ufe  of  the  afFefllons  iii 
"'•  religion,  in  general^  be  at  length  ihewn  to 
cbrift  the  be  conformable  to  reafon,  it  wili  not  require 
Smr^  many  words  to  prove  that  our  ble{red  Saviour 
Wil^'  ^  '^^  proper  obje£l  of  them.  We  know  that 
love,  gratitude,  joy,  hope,  truft,  have  all  their 
appropriate  objefts.  Now  it  muft  be  at  once 
conceded,  that  if  thefe  apprq>riate  objefb  be 
not  exhibited,  it  is  perfeftly  unreafonable  to 
expeft  that  the  correfpondent  paflions  ihould 
be  excited.  If  we  aUt  for  love,  in  the  cafe 
of  an  obje^  which  has  no  exccUouce  or  de- 
iirablenefs ;  for  gratitude,  where  no  obliga- 
tion has  been  conferred ;  for  joy,  where  there 
is  no  juft  caufe  of  felf-'COngratqlation ;  for 
hope,  where  nothing  is  expelled ;  for  truft, 
where  there  exifts  no  ground  of  reliance ; 
then,  indeed,  we  muft  kifs  the  rod,  and  pa-> 
tiently  fubmit  to  corre£lion.  This  would  be 
indeed  Egyptian  bondage,  \6  deniand  the  ef- 
feft^s  without  the  means  of  producing  them. 
Is  the  cafe  thea  fo  ?  ■  Are  we  ready  to  adopt 
the  language  of  the  avowed  cncmiies  of  our 
adorable  Saviour ;  and  again  to  fey  of  him 
**  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
"  Godhead  bddily,"  that  "  he  hath  no  form- 
*'  nor  comeliaefs;  and  when  we  fiiall  fee  him, 
^*  there  is  .no  beauty  that  we  ,ihould  defiro 
*♦  him*?"'  Is  it  no  obligatioo,, that  he  who 
*  iraiafa,.Iiu.  3. 

«  thought 
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*'  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with    sect. 

**  God,"  fhould  yet  for  our  iakes   "  make       "• 

**hitnlelf  of  no  reputation,  and  take  upon  """^''^ 

**  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  be  made  in 

*■*  the  likened  of  men;  and  humble  himfelf,         .   ■' 

**  and  become  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 

•*  death  of  the  crols  *  ?"    Is  it  no  caufe  of 

**  Joy,  thai  to  us  is  bom  a  Saviour '}■,"  by  whom 

we  may  **  be  delivered  from  the  power  of 

'*  darknefs ;  and  be  made  meet  to  be  par-    ■ 

•^  takers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 

•*  light  J"  i  Can  there  be  a  "  Aope  comparable 

•*  to  that  of  our  calling  §" — "  Which  is  Ghrift 

**  in  us,  the  hope  of.  glory^?"  Can  there  be 

a  tri{^  to  be  preferred  to  the  reliance  on. 

**  Chrift  Jefus ;  who  is  the  fame  yefterday, 

*' to-day,  and  for  ever**?"  Surely,  if  our 

Opponent  be  not  dead  to  every  generous 

emotion,  he  cannot  Ipok  his  own  obje£tioa 

in  the  face,  without  a[blufli  of  Ihame  and 

indignation. 

•  Philip,  il  6, 7,  8.      t  Col.  i.  12, 13.    q  Col.  i.  ?7. 
f  Lute,  ii.  10,  II.      §  EpheC  i.  iS.      **  Hcb.  xiil.  S. 
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CHAP.  Section  III. 

III. 

^^"^''^^  ConfidtraHon  of  the  Reafonahlenefs  ofAffeStmz 
towards  an  itevtfible  Being. 

neAAe.  BUT  foTccd  at  laft  to  retreat  fraok  his 
^dmi.  favourite  poiltion,  and  compelled  to  ac- 
M^ietD.  Itnowledgc  that  the  religious  affeftions  to- 
mTiauc  wards  our  blefled  Saviour  are  not  unreaibn-' 
able:  the  Obje^or  fttll  maintains  the  com- 
bat, fuggefting  that  by  the  very  conflitutimi 
of  our  nature,  we  are  not  fiifeeptiblc  of  thwai 
towards  an  invifible  Being;  with  regard  ta 
whom,  it  is  added,  we  are  fhut  out.  from  all 
thofe  means  of  communication  and  inter- 
courie,  which  knit  and  cement  the  union 
between  man  and  man. 


Beu^. 


Tkeabow  "We  mean  not  to  deny  that  there  is  ibme- 
difcuffetf,  thing  in  this  obje£Upn.  It  might  even  feenj 
JtoX  *o  plead  the  authority  of  Scripture  in  its  fa- 
vour— "  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother  whom 
"  he  hath  lecn,  how  can  he  love  God  whom 
"  he  hath  not  feen*?"  And  it  was  indeed 
no  new  remark  in  Horace's  days, 

*  I  John,  iv.  20k 

Segiuas 
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SegRiu  irritant  antmos  demifla  per  aureSf 
Quam  qtue  fitnt  oculis  fibje&t  fidelibus. 

Wc  receive  impreffions  more  readily  from 
vilible  objefts,  we  feel  them  more  ft.oiigly, 
and  retain  them  more  durably.  But  though 
it  muft  be  granted  that  this  circumftance 
makes  it  a  more  difficult  taflc  to  prefervc  the 
affe6lions  in  queilion  in  a  healthful  and  vi- 
gorous ftate ;  is  it  thereby  rendered  impof- 
fible  ?  This  were  indeed  a  moft  precipitate 
conclufion  ;  and  any  one  who  fliould  be  dif^ 
poled  to  admit  the  truth  of  it,  might  bp  at 
leaft  induced  to  hefitate,.  when  he  Ihould  re- 
flect that  the  argument  applies  equally  againft 
the  poffibilJty  of  the  love  of  God^  a  duty  of 
which  the  moft  curibry  reader  of  Scripture 
if  he  admit  its  divine  authority",  cannot  but 
acknowledge  the  indifpenfable  obligation. 
But  wc  need  only  look  back  to  .the  Scrip- 
ture proofs  which  have  been  already  adduced, 
to  be  convinced  that  the  religious  adedions 
are  therein  inculcated  on  us,  as  a  matter  of 
high  and  ferious  obligation.  Hence  we  may 
be  affured  th^  the  impofiibility  dated  by  our 
Opponent  does  not  exiil. 

Lkt  us  icrutinize  this  m^ter,  however, 

a  little  more  minutely,  and  we  ihall  be  com- 

9  pcUcd 
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CHAP.,  pelled  to  acknowledge,  that  the  obje^pn  va- 
"'•  nifties  when  we  feirly  and  accurately  invcfti- 
gate  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe.  Witt. 
this  view,  let  us  look  a  Uttle  into  the  na,tu,re 
of  the  afFedions  of  the  human  mind,  and  en- 
deavour to  afcertain  whence  it  is  that  they 
derive  their  nutriment,  and  are  found  from 
experience  to  inqrcaf?  iu  ftrength. 

The  ftate  of  man  is  iuch,  that  his  feelings 
arc  not  the  obedient  fervants  of  his  reafon, 
prompt  at  once  to  follow  its  didates,  as  to 
their  direftion,  and  their  meafure.  Excel- 
lence is  the  jull  objeft  of  love ;  good  in  ex- 
pc6tancy,  of  hope ;  evil  to  be  apprehended, 
of  fear;  the  misfortunes  and  fufferings  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  conftitute  the  juft  objcfts  of 
pity.  Each  of  thele  paflions,  it  might  be 
thought,  would  be  excited,  in  proportion  to 
what  our  reafon  Ihould  inform  us  were  the 
magnitude  and  confequent  claims  of  its  cor- 
relponding  objeft.  But  this  is  by  no  means 
the  cale.  Take  firft  for  a  proof  the  inftancq 
of  pity.  We  read  of  flaughtered  thoufands 
with  lefs  emotion,  than  we  hear  the  parti- 
culars of  a  ftiocking  accident  which  has  hap- 
pened in  the  next  ftreet ;  the  diftreffes  of  a 
novel,  which  at  the  fame  time  we  know  to 
be  fictitious,  af&d  us  more  than  the  dry  nar-^ 
rativc 
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rativc  of  a  battle.  We  become  lo  much  in-  seci 
terefted  by  thcfe  incidents  of  the  imagina-  "*• 
tion  that  we  cannot  fpeedily  baniih  them 
from  our  thoughts,  nor  recover'  the  tone  of 
our  minds;  and  often,  we  fcarcely  bring  our- 
Jelves  to  lay  down  our  book  at  the  c»U  of 
real  misfortune,  of  which  perhaps  wc  go  to 
the  relief,  on  a  principle  of  dpty,  but  with 
little  fenfe  of  intereA  or  emotion  of  tender* 
neis.  It  were  cafy  to  ihew  that  it  is  much 
the  lame  jn  the  cafe  of  the  other  affefibons. 
Whatever  be  the  caufe  of  this  diijiroportioii, 
which  (as  metajihyfics  fall '  hot  Within  our 
province)  we  fball  not  ftop  to  ftxamlncy  th^ 
fa&  is  undeniable.  Thcr?  appea^rs  paturallr 
to  be  a  certain  ftrangenefs  between  the  paCi 
{ion  and  its  objeft,  which  familiarity  and  the 
power  of  habit  muft  gradually  overcome. 
You  muft  contrive  to  bring  theni  into  c/o/e 
confab ;  they  muft  be  jointed  and  glued  ten 
gcther  by  the  particularities  of"  little  inci- 
dents. Thus  in  the  production  of  heat  in 
the  physical  world,  the  flint  and  the  ftedl 
produce  not  the  efFe6l  without  colliliQn;  thQ 
rudeft  Barbarian  will  tell  us'  the  neceffity  of 
attrition,  and  the  chemift  of  mixture.  Now, 
.an  objedl,  it  Is  admitted,  is  brought  into  c/o/er 
con/ail  with  its  cprrefponding  jjafiion,  by 
hcing  feen  and  converfed  with.  This  we 
grant 
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CHAP,  grant  is  one  way;  but  does  it  follow  that 
'"•      there  is  no  other?  To  affert  this,  would  be 

^'~'^~'-'  fomething  like  maintaining,  in  contradi61ion 
to  univerfal  experience,  that  obje^  of  viiion 
al«ne  are  capable  of  attra£ting  our  regard. 
But  nothing  can  be  more  unfounded  than 
iuch  a  fuppolition.  It  might  feem  too  near 
iui  approach  to  the  ludicrous,  to  tiiggeft  as  an 
example  to  the  contrary,  the  metaphylician*s 
attachment  to.  his  unfubftantial  fpeculatious, 
oe  the  zeal  displayed  in  the  purfuitj 

£x(n  flimnttntiii  vimnti  iwiiuIL 

of  abftraft  fciences,  where  there  is  no  idea 
,  of  bringmg  them  **  within  the  vifible  diurnal 

**  iphere"  to  the  vulgarity  of  praftlcal  appli- 
cation. The  inftance  of  novel  reading  proves, 
that  we  may  be  extremely  aficftcd  by  what 
we  know  to  be  merely  ideal  incidents  and 
beings.  By  much  thinking  or  talking  of 
any  one ;  by  uling  our  minds  to  dwell  on 
his  excellences*;  by  placing  hjm  in  imagi- 
ftary  fituations  which  iutereft  and  affeft  us; 
we  find  ourfelvcs  becoming  infeniibly  [more 
and  more  attached  to  him  :  whereas  it  is  the 
fureft  expedient  for  extinguifliing  an  attach- 
ment which  already  exifls,  to  engage  in  Iuch 
occupations  or  ibciety,  as  may  caule  our  ca- 
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lual  thoughts  and  more  fixed  meditations  to  sbct* 
be  diverted  from  the  object  of  it.  Aik  a  mo-  "'» 
iher  who  has  been  long  feparated  from  her 
childf  eipecially  if  he  has  been  in  circum- 
llances  of  honouF,  or  of  danger,  to  draw  her 
attention  to  him,  and  to  keep  it  in  wakefbl- 
nels  and  cxercife,  and  flie  will  tell  you,  that 
fo  far,  from  becoming  lefs  dear,  he  appears  to 
have  grown  more  the  objeft  of  her  affeftions. 
She  feems  to  herfelf  to  love  him  even  better 
than  the  child  who  has  been  living  under  het 
roof,  and  has  been  daily  in  her  view.  How 
does  fhe  rejoice  in  his  good  fortune,  and  weep 
over  his  diftreffes !  With  what  impatience 
doe*  (he  anticipate  the  time  of  his  return ! 

We  find  therefore  that  fight  and  per&nal 
intercourfe  do  not  ieem  necefiiiry  to  the  pro- 
duftion  or  increafe  of  attachment,  where  the 
means  of  chfe  cental  have  been  afforded ; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  if  an  object  have  been 
prevented  from  coming  into  cloj'e  contdSi, 
fight  and  perfonal  intercourle  are  not  luflR- 
cicnt  to  give  it  the  power  of  exciting  the  af- 
fe^ions  in  proportion  to  its  real  magnitude. 
Suppofe  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  whom  we  have 
often  fecn,  and  may  have  occafionally  con- 
verfcd  with,  and  of  whom  we  have  been  told 
in  the  general,  that  he  pofleffes  extraordinary  . 
merits. 
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merits.  We  affent  to  the  aflertion.  But  li^ 
.we  have  no  knowledge  of  particulars,  no 
clofe  acquaintance  with  him^  nothing  in  ihort 
which  brings  his  merits  home  to  us,  they  in* 
tereft  us  lefs  than  a  fer  inferior  degree  of  th» 
very  fame  qualities  in  one  of  our  common  af- 
ibciates.  A  pareut  has  fevcral  children,  alt 
conftantly  under  his  eye,  and  equally  dear  to 
him*  Yet  if  any  one  of  thejn  be  taken  ill« 
it  is  brought  into  lb  much  ckfer  eontaSi  than 
before,  that  it  feems  to  ablbrb  and  engrofs 
the  parent*?  whole  affeflion*  Thus  then, 
though  it  will  not  be  denied  that  ati  obje^ 
by  being  vifible  may  thereby  excite  its  cor* 
felponding  affe6tion  with  more  facility  j,  yet 
this  is  fnanifefily  ^r  from  being  the  prime 
cojifideration.  And  fo  fer  are  wc  from  be-* 
ing  the  flaves  of  the  ienfe  o^  vifion,  that  a 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  intrinfic  ex- 
cellences of  an  object,  aided,  it  muft  be  ad- 
mitted, by  the  power  of  habit,  will  render 
119  almoit  intenfible  to  the  impreflibns  which 
its  outward  form  conveys,  anti  able  entirely 
to  lofe  the  confciouihefs  of  an  unlightly  ex« 
terior. 

We  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the 

foregoing  observations   furnifh  an  expIana-> 

tion, 
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tion,  lefs  di(creditable  than  that  which  haS 
been  ibmetinies  given,  of  an  undoubted  phe- 
nomenon in  the  human  mind,  that  the  great- 
eft  public  misfortunes,  however  the  under- 
ftanding  may  le£hire,  are  apt  really  to  afFed 
our  feelings  lefs  than  the  mofl  trivial  di&ftel* 
which  hs^pens  to  ourfelves.  An  eminent 
writer  (a)  fcarcely  overftated  the  point  when 
he  obfervcd,  "  that  it  would  occafion  a  maa 
"  of  humanity  more  real  difturb&nce  to  know 
**  that  he  was  the  next  morning  to  lole  his 
•*  little  finger,  than  to  hear  that  the  great 
••  emi)irc  of  China  had  been  fuddenly  {wal- 
•*  lowed  up  by  an  earthquake.  The  thoughts 
**  of  the  former,  would  keep  him  awake  all  * 
"  night;  in  the  latter  cafe^after  making  many 
**  melancholy  refle<Sions  on  the  precariouf- 
"  ncfe  of  human  life,  and  the  vanity  of  all 
"  the  labours  of  man  which  could  be  thus 
'*  annihilated  in  a  moment ;  after  a  little 
**  Ipeculation  too  perhaps  on  the  caules  of 
•*  the  difefter,  and  its  effefls  in  the  political 
**  and  commercial  world ;  he  would  purfue 
"  his  bufinefs  or  his  pleafure  with  the  fame 
"  eafe  and  tranquillity  as  if  no  Hich  accident 
**  had  happened ;  and  fiiore  at  night  with 
**  the  moft  profound  ierenity  over  the  ruir^ 

(a)  Dr.  Adam  Suith.  Vide  T*hwry  of  Moiil  Senli- 
■tents. 
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'*  of  a  hundred  million  of  his  fellow-crea* 
**  tures-  Sclfiffinefs  is  not  the  caufi:  of  this, 
•*  for  the  moft  unfeeling  bnite  on  earth  would 
"  (urely  think  nothing  of  the  lofs  of  a  finger, 
"  if  he  could  thereby  prevent  fo  dreadful  a 
**  calamity."  This  doflrine  oicontaSi  which 
has  been  opened  above,  affords  a  fatisfaftory 
iblution ;  and  from  all  that  has  been  laid  the 
circumftances,  by  which  the  affeftions  of  the 
mind  towards  any  particular  objed  are  gene- 
rated and  ftrengthcned,  may  be  eafily  col- 
le£led.  The  chief  of  thefe  apl^ear  to  be, 
whatever  tends  to  give  a  diftuift  and  lively 
jmpreflion  of  the  obje£l,  by  fetting  before  us 
.its  minute  parts,  and  by  often  drawing  to- 
wards it  the  thoughts  and  a&£lions,  ib  as  to 
inveft  it  by  degrees  with  a  confirmed  alcen- 
dency  :  whatever  tends  to  excite  and  to  keep 
in  exercife  a  lively  intcrcft  in  its  behalf:  in 
other  words ;  fijll  knowledge,  diftind  and 
frequent  mental  entertainment,  and  pathetic 
contemplations.  iSuppt^g  thefe  means  to 
have  been  ufed  in  any  given  degree,  it  may 
be  expelled,  that  they  will  be  more  or  lefs 
efficacious,  in  proportion  as  the  intrinfic  qua* 
lities  of  the  objeft  afford  greater  or  lefs  fcope 
/or  their  operation,  and  more  or  fewer  ma- 
terials with  which  to  work.  Can  it  then 
be  conceived,  that  fliey  will  be  of  no  avail 
when 
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when  fleadily  pra6tiied  in  the  cafe  of  our    sect. 
Redeemer !  If  the  principles  of  love  and  gra-       '"• 
titude,  and  joy,  and  hope,  and  tnift,  are  not  ^"^'""^ 
utterly  extinfl  within  us,  they  cannot  but  b« 
called  forth  by  the  various  correlponding  ob* 
je£ts  which  that  blefTed  contemplation  would 
gradually  bring  forth    to  our  view.      Well 
might  the  language  of  the  apoftle  be  ad- 
drefled  to  Chriftians,  "  Whom  having  ttot 
"•  Jeen  yc  love ;  in  whom,  though  now  ye  fee 
**  him  noty  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy 
**  unipeakable,  and  full  of  glory  *.*' 

But  in  the  prefent  iiiftance  frefli  confidera*-   Specij, 
tions  pour  in  Hill  more  to  invalidate  the  plea  of  for  the  n. 
its  being  impoflible  to  love  an  invifiblc  being*   f^bns^JT 
Our  bleflTed  Saviour,  if  we  may  be  permitted   ^,'^J^ 
fo  to  fay,  is  not  removed  far  from  us ;  and 
the  various  relations  in  which  we  ftand  to- 
wards him,  feem  purpofely  made'known  to 
us,  ill  order  to  furnifli  fo  many  diffeient  bonds 
of  connefiion  with  him,  and  consequent  oc- 
caiions  of  continual  intercourfe.     He  exhi- 
bite  not  himfelf  to  us  "  dark  with  exceffive 
**  brightnefs,"  but  is  let  down  as  it  were  to 
the  poffibilities  of  human  converle.   We  may 
not  think  that  he  is  incapable  of  entering 

*  i.Pct  i.  8. 
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into  our  little  concerns,  and  fympathizing 
with  them;  for  we  are  gractoufly  affured  that 
he  is  not  one  "  who  cannot  be  touched  with 
**  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  having  been 
**  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are  *." 
Tile  figures  under  which  he  is  reprelented, 
are  iiich  as  convey  ideas  of  the  utmoCtten* 
dernefs.  »  He  fhall  feed  his  Bock  like  a  fhep- 
'*  herd ;  he  fhall  gather  the  Iambs  in  his  arm, 
**  and  carry  them  in  his  bofbm,  and  ihall 
**  gently  lead  thofe  that  are  wIA  young  -f-.** 
,  — *'  They  fhall  not  hunger  nor  thirft,  neither 
**  (hall  the  heat  nor  fon  fmite  them ;  for  he 
"  that  hgth  mercy  on  them,  ftiall  lead  them, 
**  even  by  the  fprings  of  water  (hall  he  guide 
"  them^."  **  I  will  not  leave  you  orphans/'iT^" 
was  one  of  his  laft  confolatory  declarations  §. 
The  children  of  Chrift  are  here  feparated 
indeed  from  the  perfonal  view  of  him  ;  but 
not  fjom  his. paternal  affe^ion  and  paternal 
care.  Meanwhile  let  them  quicken  their 
regards  by  the  animating  anticipation  of  that 
blefled  day,  when  he  "  who  is  gone  to  pre- 
"  pare  a  place  for  them,  will  come  again  to 
"  receive  them  unto  himlelf."    Then  IhaD 

•  Heb.  iv.  J5,  J  Ifaiah,  xlix.  10. 

t  Ifaiah,  xl.  II.  §  John,  xiv.  iS. 

(a)  Thi  word  ComTortlefs  is  rendered  in  the   marg^ 
Orphans. 
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they  be  admitted  to  his  more  immediate  pret    sect, 
ience  :  "  Now  we  fee  through  a  glaft  darkly ;      '"•  , 
**  but  then  iace  to  face :  now  I  know  in  part; 
**  but   then   fhall  I  know,  even  as  1  am 
'*  known*." 

SVBELT  more  than  enough  has  beeii  tiOW 
to  prove  that  this  particular  cafe,  from 
its  very  nature,  furuiflies  the  moft  abundant 
and  powerful  confiderations  and  means  for 
exciting  the  feelings ;  and  It  might  be  con* 
tended,  without  fear  of  refutation,  that  by 
the  diligent  and  habitual  ufe  of  thpie  confi- 
derations  and  means,  we  might  with  confi* 
dent  cxpedation  of  fucce&,  engage  in  the 
work  of  raifing  our  affeftions  towards  our 
blcded  Saviour  to  a  ilate  of  due  force  and 
.a^ivity.  But,  bleffed  be  God,  we  have  a 
ftill  better  reliance ;  for  the  grand  circBm<> 
iWnce  of  all  yet  remains  behind,  which  the 
writer  has  been  led  to  defer,  ftom  his  wiffi 
to  contend  with  his  opponents  on  their  owa 
grbund.  This  circumilance  is,  that  here,  no 
leis  than  in  other  particulars,  the  Chriftian's 
hope  is  founded,  not  on  the  ipeculations  or 
the  ilrength  of  man,  but  on  the  declaratioa 

•  1  Cor.  xiiL  la. 
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CHAP,    of  Him  who  caimot  lie,  on  the  power  of 
111-      Omnipotence. 

We  learn  from  the  Scriptures  that  it  is 
one  main  part  of  the  operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  implant  thofe  heavenly  principles 
in  the  human  mind,  and  to  cherilh  ^;ir 
growth.  We  are  encouraged  to  believe  mat 
in  ^mfwer  to  our  prayers,  this  aid  from  above 
will  give  efficacy  to  our  earneft  endeavours, 
if  ufed  in  humble  dependence  on  divine  grace. 
We  may  therefore  with  confidence  take  the 
trnreaieii-  means  which  have  been  iiiggefted.  But  let 
duAof^  us,  izi  our  turn,  be  permitted  to  aik  our  oppo- 
i^'i^m!.  ncnts,  have .  i/iey  humbly  and  perfevcringly 
^ '"-  applied  for  this  divine  ftrength  ?  or  difclaim- 
iiig  that  ailiftance,  perhaps  as  tempting  them 
to  indolence,  have  they  been  fo  much  the 
more  ftrenuous  and  unwearied  in  the  uie  of 
their  own  unaided  endeavours?  or  rather 
have  they  not  been  equally  negligent  of 
both?  Renouncing  the  one,  they  have  wholly 
omitted  the  other.  But  this  is  far  from  be- 
ing all.  They  even  reverie  all  the  methods 
which  wc  have  recommended  as  being  cal- 
culated to  increaie  regard  ;  and  exa6Uj'  folT 
low  that  courfe  which  would  be  purfued  by 
any  one  who  ihould  wifli  to  reduce  an  ex- 
cefliv? 
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Cefiive  afFeftion.  Yet  thus  leaving  untried  sect. 
all  the  means,  which,  whether  from  Reafoii  V'* 
or  Scripture,  we  maintain  to  be  neceflary  to 
the  produSion  of  the  end,  nay  ufing  fuch  as 
are  of  a  direflly  oppofite  nature,  thefe  men 
prefume  to  talk  to  us  of  impoflibilities  !  We 
may  rather  contend  that  they  furnifli  a  frefli 
proof  of  the  fbundnefs  of  our  reafonings. 
We  lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental  pofition, 
that  Ipeculative  knowledge  alone,  mere  iu- 
perficial  curlbry  confiderations,  will  be  of  no 
avail.  Nothing  is  to  be  done  without  the 
diligent  continued  ufe  of  the  appointed  me- 
thod. They  themfelves  afford  an  inftance 
of  the  truth  of  our  aflertions ;  and  while 
they  fopply  no  argument  againft  the  efficacy 
of  the  mode  prefcribed,  they  acknowledge 
at  leaft  that  they  are  wholly  ignorant  of  any 
gthor. 


tians  of  a  higher  order,  to  thole  who  have  proofof 
flfhially  proved  the  truth  of  our  reafonings ;  poGtieot. 
who  have  not  only  affumed  the  name,  but 
who  have  poffeffed  the  fuUftance,  and  felt 
the  power  of  Chriftiamty;.  who  though  often 
foiled  by  their  remaining  corruptions,  and 
fiiamed  and  caft  down  Under  a  Cenfe  of  their 
inany  imperfe^ions,  have  kno\rn  in  their 
J  3  better 
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CHAP,   itetter  feafons,  what  it  was  to  experience  iti 
"!•       firm  hope,  its  dignified  joy,  its  uiifhaken  truft, 

^""^C^  jts  more  than  human  confolations.  In  their 
hearts,  love  alio  towards  their  Redeemer  has 
glowed ;  a  love  VkcXfuperfic'tal  and  unmean- 
ing but  conOant  and  rational,  refiilting  from 
a  ftrong  imprellion  of  the  worth  of  its 
objefl,  and  heightened  by  an  abiding  fenfe 
of  great,  unmerited,  and  continually  accy- 
mulating  obligations;  ever  manifeiling  itfelf 
in  a£ts  of  diligent  obedience,  or  of ,  patient 
fufFcring.  Such  was  the  religion  of  the  holy 
martyrs  of  the  fixteenth  century,  the  il- 
luflrious  ornaments  of  the  Englilh  church. 
They  realized  the  theory  which  we  have 
now  been  faintly  tracing.  Look  to  their 
'  writings,  and  you  will  find  that  their  thoughts 
and  affections  had  been  much  exerciled  in 
habitual  views  of  the  bleffed  Jefus.  Thus 
they  ufed  the  required  meam.  What  wer6- 
the  effedis  ?  Perfecution  and  diftrefi,  degra* 
dation  and  contempt  in  vain  .alTailed  them— << 
all  thefe  evils  ierved  but  to.  bring  their  afFeci 
tions  into  clofer  conta£i  with  their  objeft ; 
and  not  only  did  their  love  feel  no  diminu- 
tion or  abatement,  ■  but  it  rofe  to  all  the  exi> 
gences  of  the  occafion,  and  burned  with  an 
increafe  of  ardor ;  and  when  brought  forth 
et  laft  to  *  cruel  ^d  igupouniows  death,  they 
rcpinecl 
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jtpined  ncA  at  their  fate ;  but  rather  rejoiced  sect. 
that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  HiffcT  for  ^^Jl^^ 
the  name  of  Chrift,  The  writer  might  re- 
fer to  ftill  more  recent  times  to  prove  the 
reality  of  this  divine  principle.  But  left  his 
authorities  (houl^  be  disputed,  let  us  go  to  the 
ApoIUes  of  our  Lord ;  and  while,  on  a  cur- 
fory  peru^  of  their  writings,  we  muft  ac- 
knowledge that  they  commend  and  even  pre- 
^rribe  to  us  the  love  of  Chrifl,  as  one  of  the 
chief  of  the  Chrillian  graces ;  ib  on  a  more 
attentive  inlpe£tion  of  thofe  writings,  we 
ihall  diicover  abundant  proofs  that  they  were 
tfaemielves  bright  examples  of  their  own  pre- 
cept; that  our  blefled  Saviour  was  really  the 
obje^  of  their  warmcft  affeftion,  and  what 
he  had  done  and  fufibred  for  them  the  con- 
tinual fubjedt  of  their  gratcfiil  remembrance. 


Xnadefuatc    Cdnceptitms   concerning   the  Holy 
Sprit*  ^  Operations. 

THE  diljxrfition  ib  prevalent  in  the  bulk 
of  nominal  Chriftians,  to  form  a  religious 
fyftcm  for  thcmfelves,  inflead  of  taking  it 
from  the  word  of  God,  is  ftrikingly  obferv- 
able  in  their  fcarcely  admitting,  except  in  the 
inoft  vague  and  general  fenic,  the  do61rine  of 
I  4  th9 
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CHAP,  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  we  look 
I"'  into  the  Scriptures  for  information  on  this 
^  particular,  we  learn  a  very  different  leflim. 
We  are  iji  them  diftinQly  taught,  that  "  of 
*'  ourfelves  we  can  do  nothing ;"  that  "  wc 
**  are  by  nature  children  of  wrath,"  and  un- 
der the  power  of  the  evil  ipirit^  our  under-, 
landings  being  naturally  dark,  and  our  hearts 
ayerfe  from  ipiritual  things ;  and  we  are  di- 
reded  to  pray  for  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  enlighten  our-undcrftandings,todif- 
fipate  our  prejudices,  to  purify  our  corrupt 
minds,  and  to  renew  us  after  the  image  of " 
our  heavenly  Father.  It  is  this  influence 
which  is  reprcfented  as  originally  awakening 
us  from  flumber,  as  enlightening  us  in  dark- 
iiefs,  as  '*  quickening  us  when  dead  *,"  as 
".  delivering  us  from  the  power  of  the  deviJ,** 
as  drawing  us  to  God,  as  "  tranflating  us 
*'  into  the  kingdom .  of  his  dear  Son  -j-,"  as 
**  creating  us  anew  in  Chrift  Jefus  §,"  as 
"  dwelling  in  us,  and  walking  in  us  jj ;"  fb 
that  "  putting  off  the  old  man  with  his 
^'  deeds,"  we  are  to  confider  ourfelvts  as 
*'  having  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  rc- 
"  newcd  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of 

•  Eph.  ii.  I.  5.  §  Ephef.  ii.  10. 

■(■Col.  i.  13.  I  a  Cor.  vi.  16. 

♦'  llitn 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgIC 


TBI  BOLT  SNRIT's  OPSRATIONS.  ' 

**  Him  that  created  him*;"  and  as  thole 
who  are  to  be  **  ati  habitation  of  God  riirough 
**  the  Spirit  -f-."  It  is  by  this  Divine  aflift* 
ance  only  that  we  can  grow  in  Grace,  and 
improve  in  all  HoUnels.  So  exprefsly,  par- 
ticularly, and  repeatedly  does  the  word-  of 
Qod  inculcate  theie  leflbns,  that  one  wouM 
think  there  were  fcarccly  room  for  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  thoie  who  admit 
its  authority.  Sometimes  ^aj  the  whole  of 
a  Chriilian's  repentance  and  faith,  and  ton- 
fequcnt  holinefs,  arc  afcribcd  generally  to  the 
Divine  influence;  ibmetimes  thefe  arc  Ipokea 
of  fcparately,  and  alcribed  to  the  lame  Al- 
mighty power.  Sometimes  different  parti- 
oular  graces  of  the  Chriilian  chara&er,  thoie 
which  rcfpeft  our  duties  and  tempers  towards 
our  fellow -creatures,  no  lefs  than  thoie  which 
have  reference  to  the  Supreme  Being,  are 
particularly  traced  to  this  iburce.  Some- 
times they  are  all  referred  coUedively  to  tins 
common  root,  being  comprehended  under 
the  compendious  denomination  of  '^  the 
"  Fruits  of  the  Spirit."  In  exa£l  corrcfpon- 
dence  with  thefe   repreicntations,   this  aid 

*  CcJ.  iii.  9,  JO.  f  Epher.  ii.  22. 

(a)  Vide  Dr.  Doddridoe's  eight  Sermons  on  Regenc« 
radon,  a  moft  valuable  conpilauon ;  and  M'Laurin'i 
ZBkj  on  Divine  G»ce. 

from 
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from  above  is  proiniied  in  other  parts  of 
Scripture  for  the  produfUon  of  thofe  effcds  ; 
and  the  withholding  or  withdrawing  of  it  is 
occafionally  threatened  as  a  puniflimeot  for 
the  iins  of  men,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  fatal 
coniequences  of  the  Divine  diipleadire. 

The  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England 
ibi^y  agrees  with  the  ropreientation,  which 
has  been  here  given  of  the  initru&ions  of  the 
irotd  of  God. 


Sect.  iv. 

Mifiakeu  Conceptions  emiertained  By  nomnai 
Chriftiams  ^  the  terms  of  accepumct  wtfJk 
God. 

IF  it  be  true  then,  that,  in  contnuIi£lion  ta 
^e  plaineft  dictates,  of  Scripture,  and  to  the 
ritual  of  our  eAabliflied  Church,  the  fandi- 
fying  operatt(»is  of  the  WcXj  Spirit,  the  firft 
fruits  of  our  reconciliation  to  God,  the  pur- 
chaie  of  our  Redeemer's  death,  and  his  heft 
gift  to  his  true  difciples,  are  too  generally  un- 
dervalued and  flighted ;  if  it  be  alio  true,  that 
our  thoughts  of  the  blcfTed  Saviour  are  con- 
fiifed  and  faint,  our  affections  towards  him 
fenguid  and  lukewarm,  Httle  proportioned  to 
•  what 
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yfhaX  they,  who  at  luch  a  price  have  been  ret  sect, 
cned  from  ruin,  and  endowed  with  a  title  to  'J^  ^ 
eternal  g^Iory,  might  be  jiifUy  expelled  to 
feel  towards  the  Author  of  that  deliverance  ; 
little  proportioned  to  what  has  been  felt  by- 
others,  ranfomed  from  the  lame  ruin,  an4 
partakers  of  the  fame  inheritance :  if  this, 
let  it  be  repeated,  be  indeed  lo,  let  us  mA 
fliut  our  eyes  agunft  the  perception  of  our 
real  flate ;  but  rather  endeavour  to  trace  the 
evil  to  its  iburce.  We  are  loudly  called  ou 
to  exmnine  well  our  foundations^  If  any  thing 
be  thert  unfound  and  hollow,  the  fupcrftruc- 
ture  could  not  be  &fe,  though  its  exterior 
were  lels  lliQ)icious.  Let  the  queftion  tbea 
l>e  a(ked,  and  let  the  anfwer  be  returned  with 
all  the  confideratioD  and  folenmity  which  a 
queftiou  ib  important  may  juftly  demand, 
whether,  in  tlie  grand  concern  of  all,  the 
means  ofafnner's  acceptance  with  Gody  there 
be  not  reafbn  to  apprehend,  that  the  nominal 
Cbriftians  whom  we  have  been  addrefliug, 
too  generally  entertain  very  fuperficial,  aiid 
confiifed,  if  not  .highly  dangerous  notions  ? 
Is  there  not  caufe  to  fear,  that  with  little 
rnore  than  an  indillinft  and  nominal  refe- 
rence to  Him  who  **  bore  our  iins  in  -his 
**  own  body  on  the  tree,"  they  really  refl: 
(h^ir  eternal  hopes  on  a  vague,  general  per* 
jiiafion 
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CHAP,  fuafion  of  the  unqualified  mercy  of  the  Su- 
.  J"'  preme  Being;  or  that,  ftill  more  erroneoufly, 
they  rely  in  the  main,on  their  own  negative  or 
pofitive  merits  ?  "  They  can  look  upon  their 
**  Hves  with  an  impartial  eye,  and  congratn- 
**  late  themfelves  on  their  inoffenfivenefs  in 
•*  fociety ;  on  their  having  been  exempt, .  at 
**  leaft,  from  any  grofs  vice,  or  if  franetimes 
**  accidentally  betrayed  into  it,  on  its  never 
**  having  been  indulged  habitually  j  or  if  not 
■*  even  fo"  (for  there  are  but  fi;w  who  can 
fay  this,  if  the  term  vice  be  explained  accord- 
ing to  the  ftri£l  requifitions  of  the  Goipcl) 
*•  yet  on  the  balance  being  in  their  &vour, 
•*  or  on  the  whole  not  much  againft  them, 
"  when  their  good  and  bad  aftions  are  fairly 
*'  weighed,  and  due  allowance  is  made  for 
■**  human  frailty."  Thefe  confiderations  arc 
fufficient  for  the  moft  part  to  compofe  their 
apprehenfions ;  thefe  are  the  cordials  which 
they  find  moft  at  hand  in  the  mornents  of 
ierious  thought,  or  of  occafioiial  dejed^ion ; 
and  fometimes  perhaps  in  feafons  of  lets  than 
ordinary  felf-complacency,  they  call  in  alfo 
to  their  aid  the  general  perfuafion  of  the  un-< 
bounded  mercy  and  pity  of  God.  Yet  pcr- 
foAs  of  this  defcription  by  no  means  diiclaim 
a  Saviour,  or  avowedly  relinquifli  their  title 
to  a  ftiare  in  the  benefits  of  his  deaths  They 
clo(e 
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cfofc  their  petitions  with  the  nune  of  Chrifti    sjct, 
but  if  not  chiefly  from  the  effeft  of  habit,,  or       <▼• 
out  of  decent  cotiformity  to  the  cftablifhed        ^""^ 
faith,  yet  furely  with  fomething  of  the  fame 
ambiguity  of  pnnciple  which  influenced  the 
expiring  phik)lbpher,  when  he  ordered  the 
cuftomary  mark  of  homage  to  be  paid  to.tbe 
God  of  medicme. 

Others  go  farther  than  this;  for  there 
are  many  Ihades  of  difference  between  tho& 
who  flatly  renounce,  and  thofe  who  cordial- 
ly embrace  the  dodrine  of  Redemption  by 
Chrift.  This  clals  has  a  fort  of  general,  in- 
determinate, and  ill  underilood,  dependence 
on  our  blefled  Saviour.  But  their  hopes,  fa 
far  as  they  can  be  diftinflly  made  out^ppear 
ultimately  to  reft  on  the  perfuafion  that  they 
are  now,  through  Chrift,  become  members  of 
a  new  difpenfation,  wherein  they  will  be  tried 
by  a  more  lenient  rule  than  that  to  which  they 
muft  have  been  otherwife  ftjbjed.  *'t3od 
*•  will  not  now  be  extreme  to  mark  what  is 
•*  done  amifs;  but  will  difpenfe  with  the 
**  rigorous  exa^ions  of  his  law,  too  ftriil  in- 
*'  deed  for  fuch  frail  creatures  as  we  are  to 
"  hope  that  we  can  fulfil  it.  Chriftianity  has 
*'  moderated  the  requifitions  of  Divine  Juf* 
"  tice;  and  all  that  is  now  required  of  us,  is 
"  thankfully 
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iBAp.  **  thankfully  to  truft  to  the  mcrita  of  Chriftfof 
'*  the  pardon  of  our  iins,  and  the  acceptance 
"  of  our  fincere  though  imperfeft  obedience, 
"  The  frailties  and  infirmities  to  which  our 
**  nature  is  liable,  or  to  which  our  lituation 
•*  in  life  expofes  us,  will  not  be  feverely 
*  judged  :  and  as  it  is  praftice  that  really  de- 
•*  termines  the  charafter,  we  may  reft  fatii^ 
**  fied,  that  if  on  the  whole  our  lives  be  to- 
^  lerably  good,  we  (hall  efcape  with  little  or 
•*  no  puniihment,  and  through  Jelus  Chrift 
•*  our  Lord,  fhall  be  finally  partakers  of  hea- 
**  venly  felicity." 

Wk  cannot  dtve  into  the  human  heart, 
and  therefore  (hould  always  fpeak  with  cau- 
tion and  diffidence,  when  from  external  ap- 
pearances or  declarations  we  arc  affirming 
the  exiftencc  of  any  internal  principles  and 
feelings  ;  efpecially  as  we  are  liable  to  be 
mi(l£^  by  the  ambiguities  of  language,  or  by 
(he  inaccuracy  with  which  otheri  may  ex- 
pfefs  thcmfclves.  But  it  is  fomctimes .  not 
difficult  to  any  one  who  is  accuftomed,  if 
the  phrafe  may  be  allowed,  to  the  anatomy 
Af  the  human  mind,  to  difcem,  that  gene- 
rally fjjeaking,  the  pcrfons  who  ufe  the  above 
language,  rely  not  fo  much  on  the  merits  of 
Chrift,  and  ©n  the  agency  of  Divine  Grace, 

as 
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as  Oft  their  own  power  of  fulfilling;  the  mo-  *ec  t. 
derated  requifitions  of  EMvine  Juftice.  He  ''^' 
will  hence  therefore  xlifcover  in  them  a  dif^  ' 
pc^tion  rather  to  extenuate  the  malignity  of 
their  difeafe,  than  to  magnify  the  excellence 
of  the  proffered  remedy.  He  will  find  them 
apt  to  palliate  in  themselves  what  they  can- 
not fully  juftify,  to  enhance  the  merit  of  what 
they  believe  to  be  their  good  qualities  and 
commmdable  aftiona,  to  fet  as  it  were  in  an 
account  the  good  againfl  the  bad ;  and  if  the 
refult  be  not  veiy  un&vourable,  they  ooa- 
ceive  that  tbey  fhall  be  entitled  to  claim  the 
bi;nefits  of  our  Saviour's  Hiffi^ings  as  a  thing 
ofcouric.  They  have  little  idea,  fo  little, 
that  it  might  almoU  be  affirmed  that  they 
have  no  idea  at  all,  of  the  importance  or 
difficulty  of  tlie  duty  of  what  the  Scripture 
calls  **  fubmitting  ourfelves  to  the  rigbteouf- 
•*  nels  of  God;"  or  of  ourpronenefs  rather  to 
juftify  ourlelvcs  in  bis  fight,  than  in  the  lan- 
guage of  imploring  penitents  to  acknowledge. 
ourfelves  guilty  and  helplefs  finners.  They 
have  never  fummoned  themfelves  to  this  en- 
tire and  unqualified  renunciation  of  their  own 
merits,  and  their  own  ftrength ;  and  there- 
fore they  remain  flrangers  to  the  natural  lof- 
tinefs  of  the  human  heart,  which  fuch  a  call 
would  have  awakened  into  action,  and  roufed 

to 
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CHAP,    to  refiftancci    All  these  their  several 

EBEORS  NATURALLY  RESULT  FROM  THR 
MISTAKEN  CONCEPTION  ENTERTAINED  OF 
THE  FUNDAMENTAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  CHRIS- 
TIANITY. They  confider  not  that  Chris- 
tianity is  a  fcheme  for  "  juftifying  the  un* 
godly  *"  by  Chrifl's  dying  for  them  "  whe/r 
yet  Jinnen-\  (a):"  ^  fcheme  for  reconciling 
us  to  God — ijoken  enemies-"  and  for  making 
the  fruits  of'holinefs  the  effeHi\,  not  the  caufi, 
of  our  being  juftified  and  reconciled :  that,  in 
fiwrt,  it  opens  freely  the  door  of  mercy,  to 
the  greateft  and  bcft  of  penitent  finners  ; 
who  obeying  the  bleffed  irapulie  of  the  grace 

•  Rom.  iv.  5.  f  Ibid.  v.  6—8. 

{a)  The  Writer  trulls  he  cannot  be  tnirunderflood  to 
mean  thatany,  continuing Iinners  and  ungodly,  can,  hy  be- 
lieving, be  accepted,  or  finally  faved.  The  following  chapter, 
particularly  the  latter  partofit,  (Se^onvi.)  woutdabun- 
,  oantiy  vindicate  him  from  any  fuch  mifconflrudVion.  Mcaor 
whilc,  he  will  only  remark,  that  true  faith  (in  which  re- 
pentance is  confidcrrdas  involved]  is  in  Scripture  regarded 
as  tht  radical  principle  of  holineft.  If  the  root  exift,  the 
pioper  fruits  will  be  brought  forth.  An  attt'ntion  to  this 
confideration  would  have  eafily  explained  and  reconciled 
thofe  palTages  of  St.  Paul's  and  St.  James's  EpifUes,  which 
have  fiirnifhcd  fo  much  matter  of  argument  and  criticifm. 
St;  James,  it  may  be  obferved,  all  along  fpcalts  not  of  k 
man,  who  has  bich,  but  whofayi  that  he  has  &tb.  Vi4p 
James  ii.  14.  &c.  iic. 
X  Vide  Ch.  iv.  Sea.  vi. 
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fef  God,  whftrei^  they  Had  been  awakened  ^^^'^' 
From  the  fleep  of  death,  and  movfed  to  feck  ''^'^ 
for  {&rdon»  tnay  enter  in^  and  through  the 
rtgenerating  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be 
enabled  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  RighteouC- 
nefs.  But  they  rather  conceive  of  Chrifti*. 
anity  as  opening  the  door  of  meix)',  that 
thofe  who  on  the  ground  of  their  own  me* 
tits  could  not  have  hoped  to  juftify  themfelves 
before  God,  may  yet  be  admitted  for-Chrift's 
feke,  on  condition  of  their  having  previoufly 
latisfied  the  moderated  requifitions  of  Divine 
Juftice.  In  fpeaking  to  others  alfo  of  the 
Gofpel  fcheme,  they  are  apt  to  talk  too  much 
of  terms  and  performances  on  our  part,  on 
which  we  become  entitled  to  an  iutereft  in 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift;  inftead  of  ftating 
the  benefits  of  Chrift's  fatisfa£l:ion  as  ex- 
tended to  us  freely,  "  without  money  and 
**  without  price." 

The  fra^icai  confequences  of  thefe  errors  *<^eprM. 
arc  fuch  as  might  be  expected.     They  tend  ftquencrt 
to  prevent  thit  feiife  which  we  ought  to  en-   damt»t^"* 
tertain  of  our  own  natural  raifery  and  help-   p^^JlJ*"^ 
IdTneis;  and  that  deep  feeling  of  gratitude  *»"• 
for  the  merits  and  interceflion  <rf  Chrifl:,  to 
which  we  are  wholly  indebted  for  our  recon- 
ciliation to  God,  and  for  the  will  and  the 
K  powef^ 
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CHAP,  power,  from  firft  to  laft,  to  work  out  our 
*"•  own  felvation.  They  conlider  it  too  much 
in  the  light  of  a  contraft  between  two  par- 
ties, wherein  each,  independently  of  the  other, 
has  his  own  difltnd  condition  to  perform; 
man— to  do  his  duty ;  God — to  juftify  and 
accept  for  Chriil's  iake :  If  they  fail  not  in 
the  difcharge  of  their  condition,  aflbredly  the 
condition  on  God's  part  will  be  failhlully 
fulfilled.  Accordingly,  we  find  in  foft,  that 
they  who  reprcfent  the  Golpel  fcheme  in  the 
manner  above  defcribcd,  give  evidence  of  the 
fubjeft  with  which  their  hearts  aremofl:  filled, 
by  their  pronciicis  to  run  into  merely  mora) 
difquifitions,  either  not  mentioning  at  all,  or 
at  Icaft  but  curfbrily  touching  on  the  lufier' 
ings  and  love  of  their  Redeemer;  and  are 
little  apt  to  kindle  at  their  Saviour's  name, 
ajid  like  the  apoftles  to  be  betrayed  by  their 
fervor  into  what  may  be  almoft  an  untimely 
defcant  on  the  riches  of  his  unutterable  mer- 
cy. In  addrefling  others  alfo  whom  they 
conceive  to  be  living  in  habits  of  fui,  and 
under  the  wrath  of  God,  they  rather  advi& 
them  to -amend  their  ways  as  a  preparation 
for  their  coming  to  Chrift,  than  exhort  thcrti 
to  throw  themfclves  with  deep  proftration 
of  foul  at  the  foot  of  the  crols,  there  to  ob- 
taia 
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tain  pardon  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of    sxct, 
need,  .       iv. 

Th)E  great  importaiKe  of  the  fubje£l  in 
queilion  will  juftify  the  writer  in  having 
been  thus  particular.  It  has  a^'ifea  from  a 
wifli  that  on  a  mattej-  of  fuch  magnitude,  it 
fliould  be  impoflible  to  miAake  his  meaning. 
But  after  all  that  has  been  iaid,  let  it  alfo  be 
remembered,  that  except  fo  far  as  the  in- 
Aru(^oa  of  others  ie  concerned,  the  point  of 
importance  is,  the  internal  dlfpoiition  of  the 
mind ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  de'peud- 
ance  for  pardon  and  holinefs  may  be  placed 
where.it  ought  to  be,  notwtthilandtng  the 
vague  manner  in  which  men  exiwefs  them- 
felvra.  Let  us  alfo  hope  that  he  who  fcarches 
the  heart,  fees  the  right  dilpoHtions  in  many 
who  ufe  the  miilaken  and  dangerous  lan- 
guage to  which  we  have  objefled. 

If  the  preceding  ftatement  of  the  error 
(b  generally  prevalent  concerning  the  nature 
of  the  Gofpel  offer  be  in  any  confiderable 
degree  juft ;  it  will  then  explain  that  languor 
in  the  affe£lions  towards  our  blelTed  Saviour, 
together  with  that  inadequate  impreifion  of 
the  fteecffity  and  value  of  the  alTiflance  gf 
^  the  i^xiak  Spirit,  which  fb  generally  prevail. 
K  3  Acxording 
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According  to  the  foundcft  principles  of  rea- 
foaing,  it  may  be  alio  adduced  as  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  the  correftneis  of  our  pre^ut 
ftatemeut,  that  it  fo  exaflly  falls  in'  with 
thole  phenomena,  and  lb  naturally  accounts 
for  them.  For  even  admitting  that  the  per- 
fons  above  mentioned,  particularly  the  laft 
cials,  do  at  the  bottom  rely  mi  the  atone- 
ment of  Chrift ;  yet  on  their  fcheme,  it  muft 
neceflarily  hapiien,  that  the  object  to  which 
they  are  molt  accullomed  to  look,  with  which 
their  thoughts  are  chiefly  converfant,  from 
which  they  moll  habitually  derive  compla- 
cency, is  i"athcr  their  own  qualified  merit  and 
fervices,  though  confelTed  to  be  inadequate, 
than  the  fufFerings  and  atoning  death  of  a 
crucified  Saviour.  The  affeftions '  towards 
our  blelTed  Lord  therefore  (according  to  the 
theory  of  the  paflions  formerly  laid  down) 
cannot  be  expei^ed  to  fiourilh,  becaule  th^ 
receive  not  that  which  was  Ihewn  to  be  ne- 
cefiary  to  their  nutriment  and  growth,'  If 
we  would  love  him  as  affectionately,  and  re- 
joice in  him  as  triumphantly  as  the  firft 
Chriftiatis  did  ;  we  muft  learn  like  them  to 
repofe  our  entire  tnift  in  him,  and  to  adopt 
the  language  of  the  apoftle,""  God  forbid 
*'  that  I  Ihould  glory,  fave  in  the  croft  bf  our 
■  «  Lord 
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«  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  •"— "  Who  of  God  is  «ect. 
**  made  unto  us  wildom  and  righteoufheis,  \— i^L. 
**  and  ^an£tij|c&tJo£t,  and  redemption  f ."    ■ 

D0UBTX.ESS  there  have  been  too  many  Cwdtm. 
who,  to  their  eternal  ruin,  have  abufed  the 
doctrine  of  Salvation  by  Qrace ;  and  have 
vainly  trufted  in  Chi;4ft  for  pardon  and  ac- 
ceptance, when  by  their  vicious  Hves  they, 
have  plainly  proved  .the  groundleflhefs  of 
their  pretcnfions. .  The  tree  is  .to  be  known 
by  its  fruits ;  aiyl  there  is  too  much  reafou 
to  fear  that  the^e ,  is  no  principle,  of  feith, 
when  it  do^s  not  decidedly  evince  itfelf  by 
thtt  6^its,  of  hoUiieGi.  Dreadful  indeed  will 
be  the  dooni,  above  that  of  all  otliers,  of  thofe 
loofe  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity,  to  whom  at 
|:he  lait  day  ouf  blefled  Saviour  will  addreis 
tjl^c^  words^  "I,  never  knew  jou ;  depart 
"  from  m?,  all  ye  that  work  iniquity.**  But 
the  danger  of  error  on  this  fide  ought  not  to 
render  up  in&nfible  to  the  oppofite  error ;  an 
error  againA  which  in  thefc  days..it  -feems 
particularly  necef&ry  to  guvd.  It  is  faf 
firom  the  intention  of  the  writer  of  this  work 
to  enter  into  the  niceties  of  controverfy .  But 
iiirely  without  danger  o£  being  tliought  tp 

*  Qa].  vL  14.  i  1  Cqi.  i.  30. 
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GRA?.  violate  this  deftgn,  he  may  be  permitted  to 
'"•  .  contend,  that  they  who  ia  the  main  believe 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  oi  England,  are 
bound  to  allow  that  our  dependence  on  our 
blefTtd  Saviour,  as  alone  the  meritonous  caafe 
of  our  acceptance  with  God,  and  as  the 
means  of  all  its  bicffed  fruits  and  glwious 
confequBUces,  muft  be  not  merely  foraial  and 
nominal,  but  real  and  lubftaiitial :  not  vague, 
qualified,  and  partial,  but  dired,  cordial,  and 
BcUoing  entire,  **  Repentance  towards  God,  and  feith 
vh^S*'  "  towards  our  Lord  Jcfiis  Chrift,"  was  the 
'^T "»-  lum  of  the  ^polfcfical  inftruSions.  It  is 
not  an  occaAon^l  invocation  of  the  name  of 
Chrift,  or  a  tranfient  recognition  of  his  au- 
thority, that  fills  up  the  mcalurc  of  the  tennst 
ielieving  in  ytjkt.  This  we  Ihall  find  no  fuch 
eafy  talk ;  and  if  we  truft  that  we  do  believe, 
"vrc  &ouId  all  perhaps  do  well  to  cry  out  in 
the  words  of  an  imploring  fiipi^aat  (be  iiip-< 
'plicated  not  In  vain)  "  Lonl,  help  thou  our 
•*  unbelief,"  We  muft  he  deeply  conlcious 
of  our  guilt  and  mifery,  heartily  reporting  (rf 
our  fins,  ancj  firmly  refblving  to  fori^ce  them; 
and  thus  penitently  **  fleeing  fi>r  refiigc  fa 
<*  the  hope  fct  before  us,"  we  muft  found  al- 
together on  the  merit  of  the  crucified  Re- 
deemer pur  hopes  of  efcape  frpm  their  de- 
served puniihment,  and  of  deliverance  from' 
^eif 
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their  cnflaving  power.  This  muft  be  our 
firft,  our  laft,  our  only  plea.  We  are  to  lur- 
render  ourielves  up  to  him  to  "  be  waihed 
•*  in  his  blood  *,"  to  be  ian6li6ed  by  his  Spi- 
rit, reiblving  to  receive  him  for  our  L.ord  and 
Mafter,  to  learn  in  his  &hool,  to  obey  all  his  . 
coooaiaudments. 

It  may  perhaps  be  not  unnecefTary,  after  Anr«tr  to 
having  treated  fo  largely  on  this  important  I^'^^t' 
topic,  to  add  a  few  words  in  order  to  obviate  »««i<i*>M> 
a  charge  which  may  be  urged  againft  us,  that  aJnicmct. 
we  are  iufifting  on  nice  and  abftrufe  distinc- 
tions in  what  is  a  matter  of  general  concern; 
and  this  too  in  a  iyftcm,  which  on.  its  original 
promulgat!<»>  was  declared  to  be  pecuUarly 
intended  for  the  iimple  and  poor.    It  will  be 
abundantly  evident  however  on  ^  little  reflec- 
tion, and  experience  fully  proves  the  polition, 
that  what  has  been  required  is  not  the  per- 
ception of  aiiibtile  diftinflion,  but  aftate  and 
condition  of  heart.     To  the  former,  the  poor 
and  the  ignorant  muft  be  indeed  confefled 
unequal;  but  they  are  far  lefs  indiipofed  than 
the  great  and  the  learned,  to  bow  down  to 
that  **  preaching  of  the  crofs  which  is  to 
**  them  that  perilh  foolifhne^,  but  unto  them 

•  RcT/  i.  5. 
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CHAP.  "  that  are  faved^the  power  of  God,  and  the 
III.  ".wifdom  of  God,"  The  poor  are  not  liable 
to  be  puffed  up  by  the  intoxicating  fumes  of 
ambition  and  worldly  grandeuT.  They  are 
lefs  likely  to  be  kept  from  entering  into  the 
ftrait  and  narrow  way,  and  when  tiiey  have 
entered  to  be  drawn  back  again  or  to  be  re- 
tarded in  their  progrefs,  by  the  cares  or  the 
plealbrcs  of  life.  They  may  expre^  them- 
ielves  ill ;  but  their  views  m^y  be  fimple, 
and  their  hearts  humble,  penitent,  and  fin- 
"  cere.  It  is  as  in  other  cafes;  the  vulgar  are 
■  the  fubje^is  of  ph«nomena,  the  learned  ex- 
plain them :  the  former  know  nothing  of  the 
theory  of  vifion  or  of  fentiment ;  but  this 
ignorance  huiders  not  that  they  iee  and 
think,  and  though  unable  to  dilcourfe  ela- 
borately on  the  paflions,  they  can  feel  warm- 
ly for  their  children,  their  friends,  their  coun- 
try. 

Tbeifone-  After  this  digrcffion,  if  that  be  indeed  a 

™'e'f''  digrcffion  which  by  removing  a  formidable 

Ect"!^""  objeilion  renders  the  truth  of  the  pofitions 

ftdaatiie  We  wifti  to  eftaWifli  more  clear  and  lefs  quef- 

fubjefl  of         .  ,  ,  ^  11,,. 

oitr  habi-    tionable,  we  may  now  relume  the  thread  of 
prd.         ourargument.     Still  intreating  therefore  the 
attention  of  thofe,  who  have  not  been  ufed 
to  think  much  of  the  neceffity  of  this  un- 
divided, 
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divided,  and,  if  it  may  be  £>  termed,  una-    men 

dulcerated  reliance,  for  which  we  have  been       '^' 

cotitending;'  we  would  ftiU  more  particularly 

addrefs  ourfelvos  to  others  who  are  difpofed 

to  believe  that  though,  in  fbme  obfcure  and 

vague  fenfe,  the  death  of  Chrift  as  the  fatif- 

^flion  for  our  tins,  and  for  the  purchaie  of 

our  future  happiAefs,  and  the  fan^tifying  in* 

fluence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  to  be  admitted 

as  fundamental  articles  of  our  creed,  yet  that 

thefe  are  do£lrines  Co  much  above  its,  that 

they  are  not  objects  iiiited  to  our  capacities; 

and  that,  turning  our  eyes  therefore  from 

thele  difficult  Jpeculations,   we  fliould  fix 

them  on  the  practical  and  moral  precepts 

of  the  Goip'el.     "  Thefe  it  moft  concerns 

"  us  to  know ;  thefe  therefore  let  us  ftudy. 

**  Such  is  the  frailty  of  our  nature,  fuch  the 

'*  flrength  and  number  of  our  temptations  to 

'*  evil,  that  in  reducing  the  Golpel  morality 

**  to  pra£lice  we  ihall  find  full  employment : 

"  and  by  attending  to  thefe  moral  precepts, 

**  rather  than  to  thofc  high  myilerious  doc- 

"  trines  which  you  are  preffing  on  us,  we 

"  ihall   bcft  prepare  to  appear  before  God 

"  on  that  tremendous  day,  when  **  He  (hail 

*' judge  every  man  according  to  his  works,** 

f  Vsiin  wifiloDi  all,  and  iatfa  phUqfophjr !" 
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«HAP>  ft  will  at  once  deflroy  this  flimfy  web.  to 
"'•  reply  in  the  words  <rf"  our  blefled  Saviour, 
and  of  his  beloved  Difciple— »**  This  is  the 
*'  wari  of  God,  that  ye  beiieve  in  him  whom 
•*  he  hath  fcnt  *.'*  '*  This  is  his  command' 
**  menu  that  we  Oiould  believe  on  the  name 
"  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chriftf.'*  In  truth,  if 
we  confider  but  for  a  tnomcnt  the  opinions 
of  men  who  argue  thus,  wc  muJl  be  con- 
icious  of  their  ab&rdity.  Let  the  modern 
Unitarian  reduce  the  Gofpel  to  a  mere  iyl^ 
tem  of  ediics,  but  furely  it  is  in  the  hlgheft 
degree  unrealbnable  to  admit  into  our  icbeme 
all  the  grand  peculiarities  of  ChrifUauity,  and 
having  admitted,  to  neglefl  and  think  no 
more  of  them !  "  Wherefore"  (might  the 
Socinian  6y)  "  Wherefore  all  this  coftly  and 
**  cwnplicated  machinery  ?  It  is  like  the  Ty- 
"  chonic  aUronomy,  encumbered  and  felf* 
♦*  convicted  by  its  own  complicated  relations 
**•  and  ufeleis  perplexities.  It  is  do  little  like 
**  the  fimplicity  of  nature,  it  is  ib  unworthy 
**  of  the  divine  hand|  that  it  even  offends 
•*  agaioft  thofe  rules  of  propriety  which  wc 
"  require  to  be  ob&rved  in  the  imperfeft  com- 
•*  portions  of  the  human  intellect  (a)." 

*  JobD,  vi.  09.  t  I  Joh")  •"■  'S- 

(a)  Ncc  peiu  intafit}  && 

1  WfiJUX, 
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Welz,  may  the  Socinian  aHume  this  lofty  ~ 
tone,  with  thoi«  whom,  wc  are  now  address- 
ing. If  thele  be  indeed  the  do£hincs  q£ 
Revelation,  common  {cafe  fuggefts  to  us  that 
from  their  nature  and  their  tnagnitude,  they 
deierve  our  mod  ferious  regard.  It  is  tfa^ 
very  theology  of  Epicurus  to  allow  the  ex* 
iftence  of  thefe  •*  heavenly  things,"  but  to 
deny  their  conne£tion  with  human  concerns, 
and  their  influence  on  human  a£lions.  Be- 
fides  the  unreafbnablenels  of  this  ccniduft,  we 
might  ftrongly  urge  alto  in  this  conneftioa 
the  prophanenefs  of  thus  treating  as  matters 
of  fubordinate  confideration  thofe  parts  of  the 
iyftem  of  Chriftianity,  which  are  fo  ftrongly 
imprefled  on  our  reverence  by  the  dignity  of 
the  perfon  to  whom  they  relate.  This  very 
argument  is  indeed  repeatedly  and  pointedly 
prefled  by  the  iacred  writers  *. 

Nos  is  the  prophane  irreverence  of  this 
condud  more  ftriking  than  its  ingratitude. 
When  from  reading  that  our  Saviour  was 
"the  brightnefs  of  his  Father*s  glory, -and 
"  the  exprefs  image  of  his  pcrfbn,  upholding 
*•  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,"  we 
go  on  to  coiiiider  the  purpofe  for  which  he 
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came  on  earth*  and  all  that  he  did  and  iuf- 
fered  for  us ;  furely  if  we  have  a  ipark  of 
ingenuoufnefs  left  within  us  we  fhall  coa- 
demii  ourfelves  as  guilty  of  the  Wackeft  in- 
gratitude, in  rarely  noticing,  or  coldly  turn- 
ing away,  on  whatever  ihallow  pretences, 
from  the  contemplation  of  tbefe  miracles  of 
mercy.  For  thofe  bafcr  minds  however  on 
which  fear  alone  can  operate,  ftiat  motive 
is  fupcradded  :  and  we  are  plainly  forewarn- 
ed, both  direilly  and  indireftly,  by  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Jewi(h  nation,  that  God  will 
not  hold  them  gijiltlefs  who  are  thus  un-> 
mindful  of  his  moft  fignal  afls  of  condefccn-t 
fion  ^nd  kinduefs.  But  as  this  is  a  queition 
of  pure  Revelation,  reaibnings  from  probabi- 
lity may  not,  be  deemed  decifive,  ToRevc» 
lation  therefore  we  mufl  appeal ;  and  with- 
out? entering  ii.ito.  a  laboured  difcuflion  of  the 
fubje<5^,  which  might  be  to  trefpafs  on  the 
reader's  patience,  1  would  refer  him  to-  the 
facred  Writings  themfelvcs  for  complete  ia- 
tisfa^iou.  We  wpuld  earneAly  reconunend 
it  to  him  to  weigh  with  the  utmoft  feriouf- 
nefs  thofe  paffages  pf  Scripture  wherein  the 
peculiar  do^rines  of  Chr'Ai^pity  are  exprefsi- 
]y  mentioned;  and  farther,  to  attend  with 
due  regard  to  the  itluftration  and  confirma- 
tion, which  the  conclufions  reiiilting  from 
thofe 
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thofe  pafiages  receive  incidentally  from  the 
word  of  God.  They^  who  maintain  the  opi- 
nion which  we  are  combating,  will  thereby 
become  convinced  that  their's  is  indeed  an 
unfcriptural  Reli^on;  and  will  leam»  in-, 
ftead  of  turning  qS  their  eyes  from  the  grand 
peculiarities  of  Chriftianity,  to  keep  thefe 
ever  in  view,  as  the  pregnant  principles 
whence  all  the  reft  muft  derive  their  origin, 
and  receive  their  beft  fupport  *. 

Let 

"  Anj  onewbomlhettoinveftigatethiirul^e^  wiltdo 
well  to  ftudy  attentively  M'Ladrin's  Eflay  on  Prcjndion 
againft  die  GoTpel.— It  may  not  be  amirs  here  to  direfi  the 
rcailrr's  attention  to  a  few  lea<Ung  arguments,  many  of  them 
thofedftheworltjuftrcconHnendcd.  Let  him  maturely  efti- 
mate  the  force  of  thofe  terms,  v^ereby  the  Apoftle  in  the  fol- 
lowing paJIages  ^Itgnates'and  chataAcrizes  the  v^e  of 
ihe  Chiiftian  fyflem.  "  We  preach  Chrift  crucified"— 
•*  We  decen^ned  to  know  nothing  among  you,  fave  Jcfiis  ' 
**Cbrift,andhinicruck{ie(i."  The  value  of  this  argument 
win  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  confider,  that  a  fyflrai 
is  never  dedgnatetf  by  an  immatcriai'  or  an  inferior  part  of 
it, but  bythat which  conKltutes  its  primfr confi deration  and 
eflential  diftin^ion.  The  conclufion  fuggefled  by  this  re- 
*  mark  is  confirmed  by  the  Lord's  Supper  being  the  rite  by 
whic^  our  Saviour  himfelf  commanded  his  Difciples  to  keep 
him  in  remembrance ;  and  indeed  a  Itmibr  IcAbn  is  taught 
by  llie  Sacrament  of  Baptifm,  which  fliadows  out  our  fouls 
being  wafhed  and  purified  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Oblerve 
next  the  frequency  with  which  our  Saviour's  desuh  and 
fufierings  are  introduced,  and  how  often  they  are  urged  as 
practical  motives. 

"  The 
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CH  A  P.  Ltt  US  then  each  for  himfelf  iblemnly  afk 

"*•  €furfdves,  whether  we  have  Rod  for  rcfiigc 

conciu.  to  the  appointed  hope?  And  whether  we  are 

^^  h^tttuaUjr 

1  The  minds  of  die  ApdHo*  leeoi  full  uf  diis  fubjsS. 
**  Ertry  thii^  pat  them  'in  mind  of  it ;  they  did  not  dlaw 
"  themlclves  to  hare  it  long  out  of  thrir  viewj  nor  did  any 
*'  other  branch  of  fpiritual  inflru£Hon  maice  them  loic  light  of 
*  it.*'  Conlider  next  that  part  of  the  Epiflle  to  the  Rcnnans 
wherein  St.Paul-f[>Baluoffoine  who  wentabeiit»)dbd>Iifli 
-ffaeir  own  righteouTncfs,  and  had  not  fubmitted  themmves 
to  the  rightcouCids  of  God.  May  not  this  charge  be  in 
ifoioe  degree  urged,  and  even  more  ftronglf  than  ia  tbc  c^ 
of  the  Jewft  againll  AoTe  who  (xtisfy  tbemfelveg  with  v^guc, 
general,. occafiotial  tlMughts  of  our  Saviour's  mediuioai 
and  the  fource  of  whofe  habitual  complacency^  as  wc  ex- 
l^ued  above,  is  radicr  dieir  being  tolerably  wdl  &twfitd 
with  their  own  charsSns  and  ooa^i&i  Yet  St,  ^ul  de- 
clares concerning  tbofe  oTwbom  he  {petkst  "^  cenconuag 
petfons  whofe  lad  fituadon  could  not  be  too  mucb  Umcot- 
cd,  diac  hebad  great  hcaviiM&andcmtinualftHTOw  in  bis 
beart,  adding  AUl  men  eoiphacical  expreffigni  of  deep  and 
.bitter  regret, 

liCt  .the  Epiftle  to  the  Gtlauam  bealfo  cneA4Iy  ex- 
.anined  and  confideredj  and  let  it  be  faidy  aJkedi  w^  ^"^ 
Ae  particular  in  wttish  i^  Judaizing  OvHtUm  were  dc- 
.ftdi<K,  and  the  want  of  which  is  fpoleen  of  to  Aich  ftrang 
letms  as  thefs;  that  it  frullrates  the  grace  of  God,  and 
noft  debar  from  all  the  benefits  of  the  death  of  Jefus  ?  The 
Judaiung  converts  were  not  ionnoral.  They  feem  to  have 
admitted  the  chief  tenets  concemiqg  our  Saviour.  But 
cbey  appear  to  have  been  di^n&d  to  truft  (ntt  wiitlft  it  it 
tUftrwd  «jla,  >«(  'nlj  in  fart}  for  their  acc^ptuice  with 
God,  to  djic  Mofitic  inftitutions,  inftead  of  lepo&qg  entirely 
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habitually  looking  to  it,  as  to  the  only  Iburce    aicr* 
of  coo^ation  i  *'  Other  foundation  can  no      iv. 
"  txiza  lay  :"  there  is  no  other  ground  of  de-  '"'^^^^'^ 
peudence,  no  other  plea  for  pardon  ;  but  iere 
there  it  hope,  even  to  the  uttermoiL     Let 
us  labour  then  to  a&&  oin-  hearts  wkh  a 
de^  conviction  of  our  need  of  a  Redeemer, 
and  of  the  \'alue  of  his  ofTeri^  mediation. 
Let  us  fall  down  humbly  before  the  throntt 
of  God,  imploring  pity  and  pardon  in  the 
name  of  the  Son  of  his  love.    Let  us  Ijefeech 
him  to  give  lis  a  true  Ipirit  of  repentance. 


on  the  roerirs  of  Chrift.  Here  let  it  be  remembered^  that 
when  a  compliance  with  thefe  inftitucionc  was  not  regarded 
Bs  cco*eying  thii  inference,  the  ApoIUe  fhcwed  by  his  own 
oofidu^  th^  he  did  not  deem  it  criminal ;  whence,  no 
Ids  than  from  tbc  words  of  the  EpiAle,  it  is  dear  ^t  the 
offence  of  ^e  Judalzing  Chrillians  whom  he  condemned, 
was  y^hut  we  have  ftatedj  that  their  crime  did  not  conlift 
in  dieir  obftinacel}'  continuing  to  adhere  to  a  difpenlation 
Ae  cenmonial  of  which  Chriftianity  had  abrogated,  nor 

.  jrft  diat  it  art^  out  of  the  lacrificcs  of  the  Levitical  law 
being  from  tharvery  nature  without  efficacy  for  the  blo.tting 
out  of  fin — Vide  Hebrews  x.  4.  &c.->-It  was  not  that  the 
foundation  on  which  they  built  was  a£  a  &ndy  nature,  but 
that  they  built  on  any  tlher  foundation  than  that  which 
God  had  laid  in  the  Gofpel;  it  was  not  that  they  placed 
their  confidence,  eidier  in  part  or  in  the  whole  on  a  ^fe  or 
>  defedivc  objed,  but  that  ihey  did  not  dired  it  exclulively 

'id  th«  only  tnic  objed  of  Hope  held  forth  to  us  by  th« 
CoTpeL 

and 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

On  the  prevailing  inadequate  Conceptions  con- 
cerning tlie  Nature  and  the  Stri£lnefs  ^ 
PRACTICAL  Chrifiianity. 

Sect.  I. 

ONE  part  of  the  foregoing  title  may  per- 
haps on  the  firft  yiew  excite  ibme  iiir- 
prife  in  fuch  of  my  readers  as  may  have  drawn 
a  hafty  inference  from  the  charges  conveyed 
by  the  two  preceding  chapters.  It  might 
perhaps  be  expelled,  that  they  who  have 
very  low  conceptions  of  the  corruption  of 
human  nature,  would  be  proper tionably  lefi 
indulgent  to  human  frailty ;  and  that  they 
who  lay  little  ftrels  on.Chrift's  fatisfai5lion 
for  fin,  or  on  the  operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  would  be  more  high  and  rigid  in  their 
demands  of  diligent  endeavours  after  univer- 
ial  holine^  ;  fince  their  fcheme  implies  that 
we  muft  depend  chiefly  on  our  own  exer- 
tions and  performances  for  our  acceptance" 
with  God. 

But 
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But  any  fiich  expe^tatioos  as  thele  would  sect.' 
be  greatly  difappoiated.  There  is  in  fafl  a  »• 
region  of  truth,  and  a  region  of  errors.  They 
who  hold  the  fundamental  doftrines  of  Scrip- 
ture in  their  due  force,  hold  alfo  in  its  due 
degree  of  purity  the  praftical  {)  ftem  which 
Scripture  inculcates.  But  they  who  explain 
away  the  former,  foften  down  the  latter  alio, 
and  reduce  it  to  the  level  of  their  own  de- 
feflive  Icheme.  It  is  not  from  -any  confi- 
dence in  the  fupcrior  amount  of  their  own 
performances,  or  in  the  greater  vigour  of 
their  own  exertions,  that  they  reconcile 
thcmfclves  to  their  low  views  of  the  fatis- 
&£tioQ  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit ;  but  it  ftiould  rather  feem  to  be  their 
plan  Co  to  depress  the  required  ftandard  of 
pra3ice,  that  no  man  need  fell  fliort  of  it, 
and  that  no  fuperior  aid  can  be  wanted  for 
enabling  us  to  attain  to  it.  It  happens  how- 
ever with  relpe£l  to  their  iimple  method  of 
morality,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  fliort  ways  to 
knowledge,  of  which  fome  vain  pretenders 
have  vaunted  themfelves  to  be .  poflefTed ; 
defpiling  the  beaten  track  -  in  which  more 
iober  and  humble  ipirits  have  been  content 
to  tread,  they  have  indignantly  ftruck  into 
new  and  untried  paths ;  but  thefe  have  failed 
La  of 
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Chap,    of  conducting  them  to  the  right  obje6t,  and 
iV'       have  iffued  only  in  ignorance  and  conceit. 

,  It  feems  in  our  days  to  be  the  commonly 
received  ophiion,  that  provided  a  man  admit 
in  general  terms  the  truth  of  Chriftianity, 
though  he  neither  know  nor  confider  much 
Qoncerning  the  particulars  of  the  fyftem ;  and 
if  he  be  not  habitually  guilty  of  anv  of  the 
groITer  vices  againft  his  fellow-creatures,  we 
have  no  great  realbn  to  be  diflatisfied  with 
him,  or  to  qucftion  the  validity  of  his  claim 
to  the  name  and  privileges  of  a  Chriftian. 
The  title  implies  no  more  than  a  fort  of  for- 
mal, general  aflent  to  Chriftianity  in  the  grofs, 
and  a  degree  of  morality  in  practice,  little  if 
at  all  fuperior  to  that  for  which  we  look  in  a 
good  Deift,  Muffulman,  or  Hindoo. 

Should  any  one  be  dlfpofed  to  deny  that 
this  is  a  fair  reprefentation  of  the  rehglon  of 
the  bulk  of  the  Chriftian  world,  he  might  be 
alked,  whether  if  it  were  proved  to  them 
beyond  difpute  that  Christianity  is  a  mere 
forgery,  would  this  occafion  any  great  change 
in  their  condu<5t  or  habits  of  mind  ?  Would 
any  alteration  be  made  in  conlequence  of 
this  difcovery,  except  in  a  few  of  their  Ipe- 
culativt 
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culative  opinions,  which,  when  diftin£l  from  sict. 
prafiice,  it  is  a  part  of  their  own  lyftem,  to  i. 
think  of  little  confequence  ;  and  with  regard  ^— "v^** 
to  public  worlhip,  (Ifcowing  the  good  effefts 
of  religion  upon  thc|!ower  orders  of  the  peo- 
ple) they  might  ftill  think  it  better  to  attend 
occafionally  for  example's  fake  ?  Would  not 
a  regard  for  their  character,  their  health,  their 
domeftic  and  focial  comforts,  ftill  continue 
to  reftrain  them  from  vicious  excefles,  and 
prompt  them  to  perfift  in  the  difcharge,  ac- 
cording to  their  prefent  meafure,  of  the  va- 
rious duties  of  their  ftations  ?  Would  they 
find  themfelves  difpofielTed  of  what  had  been 
to  them  hitherto  the  repofitoryof  coiinfel  and 
Jnftru6tion,  the  rule  of  their  conduft,  their 
habitual  fourcc  of  peace,  and  hope,  and  con- 
folation  ? 

It  were  needlefs  to  put  thefe  queftions. 
They  are  anfwered  in  faft  already  by  the 
lives  of  many  known  unbelievers,  between 
whom  and  thefe  profefled  Chriftians,  even 
the  familiar  affociates  of  both,  though  rtiea 
of  -■iifcernment  and  obfervation,  would  dlf- 
cover  little  difference  either  in  conduft  or 
temper  of  mind.  How  little  then  docs 
Chriftianity  deferve  that  title  to  novelty 
and  fuperiority  which  has  been  almoft  uni- 
L  3  verially  . 
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verfally  admitted ;  that  pre-eminence,  as  a 
practical  code,  over  all  other  fyftems  of 
ethics !  How  unmerited  are  the  praifes 
which  have  been  laviihed  upon  it  by  its 
friends ;  praifes,  in  which  even  its  enemies 
(not  in  general  diipofed  to  make  conceflions 
in  its  favour)  have  fo  often  been  unwarily 
drawn  in  to  acquiefce ! 

Was  it  then  for  this,  that  the  Son  of  God 
condefcended  to  become  our  inftruftor  and 
our  pattern,  leaving  us  an  example  that  we 
might  tread  in  his  fteps  ?  Was  it  for  this  that 
the  apoftles  of  Chrift  voluntarily  liibmitted 
to  hunger  and  nakednefs  and  pain,  and  igno- 
miny and  death,  when  forewarned  too  by 
their  Mafter  that  fuch  would  be  their  treat- 
ment ?  That,  after  all,  their  dilciples  (houtd 
attain  to  no  higher  a  ftrain  of  virtue  than 
thofe  who  rejefting  their  Divine  authority, 
ihould  ftill  adhere  to  the  old  philofophy  ? 

But  it'may  perhaps  be  obje6led  that  we 
are  forgetting  an  obfervation  which  we  our- 
ielves  have  made,  that  Chriftiaiiity  has  railed 
the  general  ftandard  of  morals ;  to  which 
therefore  Infidelity  herfclf  now  finds  it  pru- 
dent to  conform,  availing  herfelf  of  the  pure 
morality  of  Chriftiauity,  and  Ibmetimes  wifli- 

ing 
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ing  to  uiiirp  to  herfelf  the  credit  of  it,  while    bsct. 
flic  ftigmatizcs  the  authors  with  the  epi- 
thets of  ignorant  dupes  or  deiigniug  im- 
poAors ! 

But  let  it  be  aiked,  are  the  motives  of 
Chriftianity  Co  little  neceflary  to  the  prac- 
tice of  it,  its  principles  to  its  conclufioos, 
that  the  one  may  be  fpared  and  yet  the  other 
remain  in  uadiminiihed  force  ?  Still  thenjUts 
jyoifrirus  are  no  more  than  a  barren  and  m- 
appUcable  or  »t  leaft  an  unnece0ary  theory, 
the  place  of  which,  it  may  perhaps  be  added, 
would  be  well  iupplied  by  a  more  fimple  and 
Ids  coftiy  fcheme. 

But  can  it  be  ?  Is  ChriAianity  then  re- 
duced to  a  mere  creed  ?  Is  its  pra£)ical  in- 
fluence bounded  within  a  few  external  plauli- 
bilittes  ?  Does  its  eflence  coniift  only  in  a 
few  ^Mculative  c^inions,  and  a  few  ufelefs 
and  unprofitable  tenets  ?  And  can  this  be 
the  ground  of  that  portentous  dillinSion, 
which  is  lb  unequivocally  made  by  -  the 
fivangelift  between  thofe  who  accept,  and 
tbofe  who  rejeS  the  Gofpel :  "  He  that 
'*  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  everlafting 
"life:  and  he  that  believeth ^not  the  Son, 
**  ihall  not  iee  life:  but  the  wrath  of  God 
L  4  '  "  ahideth. 
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CHAP.  "  abideth  on  him  ?"  This  were  to  run  into 
*v.  the  very  error  which  the. bulk  of  profeffed 
Chriftians  would  be  moft-  forward  to  con- 
demn, of  making  an  unprodudive  faith  <he 
rule  of  God's  future  judgement,  and  the 
ground  of  an  eternal  feparation.  Thus  not 
unlike  the  rival  circumnavigators  from  Spain 
-imd'  PoFtugal,  who  letting  out  in  contrary 
xlireftions,  found  themlelves  in  company  at 
the  very  time  they  thought  themfelves  fer- 
-theft  from  each  other,; ,  fo  the  bulk  of  prcK 
fcffed  Chriftians  arrive,  though  by  a  diffe- 
rent courfe,  almoft  at  the  very  fame  point, 
and  occupy  nearly  the  laine  Nation  as  a  let 
of  enthufiafts,  who  alio  reft  upon  a  barreti 
faith,  to  whom  on  the  firft  view  they  might 
be  thought  the  moft  nearly  oppofite,  and 
whofe  tenets  they  with  reafon  profefs  to  hold 
in  peculiar  deteftation.  By  what  pernicious 
courtefy  of  langViage  is  it,  that  this  wretched 
fyftem  has  been  flattered  with  the  name  of 
Chriftianity  ? 

sttiandi        Xhe  morality  of  the  Golpel  is  not  fo  flight 

prafticai     a  fabric.     Chriftianity  throughout  the  whole  . 

nit^',  "^'     extent  exhibitB  proofs  of  its  Divine  original, 

and  its  praftical  precepts-  are  no  lefs  pure 

than  its  dodrines  are  .fublime.      Can  the 

compa^  of  language  fiirnifti  injuii^pn£  ftric- 

ter 
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ter  in  their  mcalure  or  larger  in  their  com- 
prehenfion,  than  thofe  with  which  the  word 
of  God  abounds;  *•  JVhatfoever  ye  do  in  veord 
**  or  deed^  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord'Je- 
*'  fiis  ;" — "  ^cye  holy,  for  God  is  holy  :'"-'- 
•*  Be  ye/w/^<3  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
**  Heaven  is  perfeS  ?"  We  arc  commanded 
to  perfeB  holinefs,  to  go  on"  unto  perfec~ 
/ion* 

Such  are  the  Scripture  admonitions;  and 
iiirely  they  to  whom  fuch  admonitions  ar6 
addrefled,  may  not  &fely  acquieice  in  low 
attainments :  a  concluiion  to  which  we  are 
led  as  well  by  the  force  of  the  exprcflions  by 
which  Chriflians  are  characterized  in  Scrip- 
ture, as  by  the  radical  change,  which  is  re- 
preiented  as  taking  place  in  every  man  on 
his  becoming  a  realChriftian.  "  Everyone," 
it  is  iaid,  **  that  hath  this  hope,  puriiieth 
•*  himfelf  even  as  God  is  pure :"  true  Chri^ 
tians  are  faid  to  be  '*  partakers  of  the  Di- 
♦*  vine  nature  ;*'— "  to  be  created  anew  in 
"  the  image  of  God  ;" — "  to  be  temples  of 
•*  the  Holy  Ghoft."  The  cfFefts  of  which 
muft  appear  "  in  aU  goodnefs  aod  righteoui^ 
*^  nds  and  truth," 

Great 
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CHAP.  Gbbat  as  was  the  progrcfi  which  the 
apoftle  Paul  had  made  in  all  virtue,  he  de> 
clares  of  himfelf  diat  he  ilill  prefies  forward, 
"  forgetting  the  things  which  arc  behind, 
**  and  reaching  forth  unto  the'  things  which 
**  are  before."  He  prays  for  his  beloved  con- 
verts, "  that  they  may  be  filled  with  all  the 
"  iulnefs  of  .God;"  that  they  may  be  jilki 
"  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnels :"  **  that 
•*  they  might  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto 
"  all  pleating,  being  fr"itfiil  in  every  good 
.  •*  work."  And  from  one  of  the  petitions, 
which  our  bleffed  Saviour  inlerts  in  that 
form  of  prayer  which  he  has  given  as  a 
model  for  our  imitation,  we  may  infer  that 
the  habitual  fentiment  of  our  hearts  ought 
to  be,  "  Thy  will  be  done  in  Earth  as  it  is 
•*  in  Heaven," 

These  few  extrafls  from  the  word  of 
God  will  ferve  abundantly  to  e;vince  the 
firiiJnefs  of  the  Chriftian  morality :  but  this 
point  will  be  ftill  more  fully  eftablifhed, 
when  we  proceed  to  inveftigate  the  ruliug 
principles  of  the  Chriftian  charafler. 

^ndiisef.  I  APPREHEND  the  efTcntial  praflicalcha- 
uri'^nri  ra6leriftic  of  true  Chriftians  to  be  this ;  that 
■ndftaied.  relying 
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relying  on  the  promiies  to  repenting  finncrs 
of  acceptance  through  the  Redeemer,  they 
have  renounced  and  abjured  all  other  mal'- 
ters,  and  have  cordially  and  unrefervedly  de- 
voted themfclves .  to  God.  This  is  indeed 
the  very  figure  which  baptifm  daily  repre- 
lents  to  us ;  like  the  father  of  Hannibal,  wc 
there  bring  our  infant  to  the  altar;  we  con- 
secrate him  to  the  fervice  oi  his  proper  o-wner, 
and  vow  in  hit  name  eternal  hoAilities  againft 
all  the  enemies  of  his  falvation.  After  the 
£une  manner  Chriilians .  are  become  the 
fwom  enemies  of  fin ;  they  will  henceforth 
hold  no  parley  with  it,  they  will  allow  it 
in  no  ftiape,  tliey  will  admit  it  to  no  com- 
pofition;  the  war  which  they  have  denounced 
agaioA  it,  is  cordial,  univerfal,  irreconcil- 
able. 

BiTT  this  is  not  all — It  is  now  their  de- 
termined purpofe  to  yield  themfelves  with- 
out referve  to  the  reafonable  lervice  of  their 
rightful  ibvereign.  *'  They  are  not  their 
**  own :" — their  bodily  and  mental  faculties, 
their  natural  and  acquired  endowments,  their 
fiibflance,  their  authority,  their  time,  their 
influence ;  all  thefr,  they  conflder  as  belong- 
ing to  them,  not  for  their  own  gratification, 
but  as  fo  many  iuilruments  to  be  confecrated 
9  to 
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CHAP,  to  the  honour  of  God  and  employed  in  his  ier- 
IV.  yjce^  This  is  the  mafter  principle  to  which 
every  other  muft  be  fubordinate.  Whatever 
may  have  been  hitherto  their  ruling  paffion ; 
whatever  hitherto  their  leading  purfuit ;  whe- 
ther fenfual,  or  intelleftual,  of  fcience,  of 
tafle,  of  fancy,  or  of  feeling,  it  muft  now 
pofiefs  but  a  fecondary  place ;  or  rather  (to 
ipcak  more  correflly)  it  muft  exift  only  at 
the  plealiire  of  its  true  and  legitimate  lupe- 
rior,  and  be  put  altogether  under  its  direc- 
tion and  controul. 

Thus  it  is  the  prerogrftive  of  Chriftianity 
*'  to  bring  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the 
*'  obedience  of  Chrift."  They  who  really 
feel  its  power,  are  refolved  "  to  live  na  longer 
**  to  themfelves,  but  to  him  that  died  for 
*•  them  :"  they  know  -  indeed  their  own  in- 
iirmities;  they  know,  that  the  way  on  which 
they  have  entered  is  ftrait  and  difficult,  but 
they  know  too  the  encouraging  aflurance^ 
'*  They  who  wait  on  the  I-ord  fhall  renew 
**  their  ftrength,*'  and  relying  on  this  ani- 
mating declaration,  they  deliberately  purpofe 
that,  fo  far  as  they  may  be  able,  the  grand 
governing  maxim  of  their  future  lives  (hall 
be,  "  to  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God." 

Behold 
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Behold  here  theleminal  principle,  which  sbct. 
contains  within  it,  as  in  an  embryo  ftate,  the  ^Jl.,^ 
rudiments  of  all  true  virtue ;  which,  ftrik- 
ing  deep  its  roots,  though  feeble  perhaps 
and  lowly  in  its  beginnings,  yet  filently  pro- 
grefllve,  and  almoft  infenfibly  maturing,  will 
ihortly,  even  in  the  bleak  and  churlifli  tem- 
perature of  this  world,  lift  up  its  head  and 
Ipread  abroad  its  branches,  bearing  abundant 
fruits ;  precious  fruits  of  refrefliment  and 
confolation,  of  which  the  boafted  produfts 
of  philofbphy  are  but  fickly  imitations,  void 
of  fragrance  and  of  flavour.     But, 

Igneus  eft  <Jlis  vigor  &  cceleftis  origo. 

At  length  it  fhall  be  tranlplanted  into  its  na- 
tive region,  ^d  enjoy  a  more  genial  climate, 
and  a  kindlier  foil ;  and,  burfting  forth  into 
full  luxuriance,  with  unfadmg  beauty  and 
unexhaufted  odours,  ihall  flourilh  for  ever  ill 
the  paradife  of  God. 

But  while  the  fervants  of  Chrift  continue 
in  this  life,  glorious  as  is  the  iiliie  of  their 
labours,  they  receive  but  too  many  humili- 
ating memorials  of  their  remaining  imper- 
fcftions,  and  they  daily  6nd  reaibn  to  con- 
fefs,  that  they  cannot  do  the  things  that  they 
would.  Their  determination,  however,  is  ftiU 
unlhaken. 
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CHAP,  unshaken,  and  it  is  the  fixed  defire  of  theif 
iv.      hearts  to  improve  in  all  holinefs—znA  this, 

^'''^'"*"^  let  it  be  obfcrved,  on  many  accounts.  Va- 
rious pafiions  concur  t6  piifli  them  forward ; 
they  are  urged  on  by  the  dread  of  failure,  in 
this  arduous  but  necefTary  work ;  they  truft 
not,  where  their  all  is  at  flake,  to  lively 
emotions,  or  to  internal  impreflions  however 
warm ;  the  example  of  Chrift  is  their  pat- 
tern, the  word  of  God  is  their  rule :  there 
they  readj  that  '*  without  holinefs  no  man 
"  ihall  fee  the  Lord."  It  is  the  defcription 
of  real  Chriftians,  that  "  they  are  gradually 
**  changed  into  the  image  of  their  Divine 
**  Mafter ;"  and  they  dare  not  allow  them- 
felves  to  believe  their  title  fure,  except  fo  far 
as  they  can  difcern  in  themfelves  the  grow- 
ing traces  of  this  blelfed  refemblance. 

It  is  not  merely  however  by  the  fear  of 
milery,  and  the  delire  of  happinefs,  that  they 
arc  aduated  in  their  endeavours  to  excel  in 
all  holinefs ;  they  love  it  for  its  own  iake : 
nor  is  itfoUly  by  the  fenfe  of  felf-intereft  (a 
principle  it  muft  be  confeffcd  of  an  inferior 
order,  though  often  unreafonably  condemned) 
that  they  are  influenced  in  their  determina- 
tion to  obey  the  will  of  God,  and  to  culti- 
vate his  favour.  This  determination  has  its 
foundations 
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foundations  indeed  in  a  deep  and  humillat-  stct. 
ing  fenfe  of  his  exalted  Majcfty  and  in-  »• 
finite  power,  and  of  their  own  extreme  in-  ^■'''^'*"*' 
fcriority  and  littlenels,  attended  with  a  fettled 
conviflion  of  its  being  their  duty  as  his  crea- 
tures, to  fubmit  in  all  things  to  the  will  of 
iheir  great  Creator.  But  ihefe  awefol  im- 
preffions  are  relieved  and  ennobled  by  an  ad- 
miring fenfe  of  the  infinite  perfefllons  and 
infinite  amiablenefs  of  the  Divine  Chara£ler; 
animated  by  a  confiding  though  humble  hope 
of  his  fatherly  kindnefs  and  proteftion  ;  and 
quickened  by  the  grateful  recoUeflion  of  im- 
menfe  and  continually  increafing  obligations. 
This  is  the  Chriftian  love  of  GodT  A  love 
compounded  of  admiration,  of  preference,  of 
hope,  of  trufl,  of  joy  ;  chaftifed  by  reveren- 
tial awe,  and  wakeful  with  continual  grati- 
tude. 

I  WOULD  here  exprefs  myfelf  with  can* 
tion,  left  I  rtiould  inadvertently  wound  the 
heart  of  feme  weak  but  fincere  believer. 
The  elementary  principles  which  have  beea 
above  enumerated,  may  exift  in  various  de- 
grees and  proportions.  A  difference  in  na- 
tural difpofition,  in  the  circumftaiices  of  the 
paft  Ufe,  and  in  numbcrlcfs  other  particulars, 
may 
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CHAP,  niay  occafion  a  great  difference  iii  the  predo- 
T*       nlinant  tempers,  of  different  Chriftians.     In 

^^^  one  the  love,  in  another  the  fear  of  God  riiay 
have  the  afcendency ;  truft  in  one,  and  in 
another  gratitude ;  but  in  greater  or  lefs  tte- 
grees,  a  cordial  complacency  in  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  Divine  Being,  an  exalted  fenle 
of  his  perfeiflions,  a  grateful  impreffion  of 
his  goodnels,  and  a, humble  hope  of  his  fa- 
vour, are  common  to  them  all. — Common — 
the  determination  to  devote  themfelves  with- 
out exceptions,  to  the  fervice  and  glory  of 
God. — Common — the  defire  of  holinefs  and 
of  continual  progrefs  towards  ,perfe6Hon.— 
Common — an  abafing  confcioufuefs  of  their 
own  unworthinefs,  and  of  their  many  re- 
maining infirmities,  which  interpofe  fo  often 
to  corrupt  the  fimplicity  of  their  intentions, 
to  thwart  the  execution  of  their  purer  pur- 
pofes,  and  fruftrate  the  reiblutions  of  (heir 
tetter  hours. 

But  fome  perhaps,  who  will  not  dJrefily 
oppofe  the  conclufions  for  which  we  have 
been  contending,  may  endeavour  to  elude 
them.  It  may  be  urged,  that  to  repreient 
them  as  of  general  application,  is  going 
'znuch  top  far;   and  however  true   in   the 

cafe 
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Cafe  of  (bme  individuals  of  a  higher  order,  sect, 
it  may  be  afferted  they  are  not  applicable  ^■ 
to  ordinary  Chriftians  ;  from  thefe  fo  much 
will  not  furely  be  expe£ied ;  and  here  per- 
haps there  may  be  a  fecret  reference  to  that 
iiippofed  mitigation  of  the  requifitions  of  the 
divine  Law  under  the  Chriftian  dilpenfation, 
which  we  have  already  noticed  as  being  too 
prevalent  among  profefiing  Chriftians.  This 
is  fo  important  a  point  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  pafled  over :  let  us  call  .in  the  authority 
of  Scripture ;  where  the  difficulty  is  not  to 
find  proofs,  but  to  fele£t  with  difcretion  from 
the  multitude  which  pour  in  upon  us.  Here 
alfo,  as  in  former  inflances,  the  pofitive  in- 
junctions of  Scripture  are  confirmed  and  il- 
luftrated  by  various  confiderations  and  infe- 
rences, fuggefted  by  other  parts  of  the  facred 
Writings,  all  tending  to  the  fame  infallible 
concluiion. 

In  the  firfl  place,  the  precepts  are  expreff-  T'*^^ 
ed  in  the  mofl  general  terms ;  there  is  no  term*. 
Hint  given,  that  any  perfbns  are  at  liberty  to 
conceive  themfelves  exempted  from  the  obli- 
gation of  them;  and  in  any  who  are  difpofed 
to  urge  fuch  a  plea  of  exemption,  it  may  well 
excite  the  moll  ferious'  apprehenfion  to  con- 
fider  how  the  plea  would  be  received  by  an 
M  earthly 
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CHAP,  earthly  tribunal :  no  weak  argumeht  this  to 
IV.      fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures, 

^'^''y^  and  who  know  how  often  God  is  there  re- 
prefented  as  reafoning  with  mankind  on  the 
l>rinciples,  which  they  have  eftablifticd  for 
their  dealings  with  each  othef. 

The  Pre-        But  in  the  next  place  the  p^ecepts  of  tht 
"pj^"^,  Golpel  contain  within  themlelves  abundant 
Muftre-    proofs  of  their  unherfal  application,  inat 
from  rda-  much  33  thcy  are  grounded  on  cirCumftances 
mon  to  all  And  relalloils  cbhiihon  to  all  Chriftians,  and 
chriftun,.  ^^  ^^  beirefits  of  which,  even  ouf  Objec- 
tors themfelves  (though  they  would  evade 
the  pratflical  (ledu6tions  from  them)  would 
not   be    willing   to  rclinquift  their  ftiare. 
Chriftians   "  are  not   their  own,**  becauft 
**  they   are  bought  with  a  price  ;*'   thcy  are 
not  "  to  live  unto  themfelves,  bat  td  km 
**^  that  died  for  them'!*  they  are  cOtnmanded 
to  do  the  moft  difficult  duties,  "  that  thcy 
*'  may  be  the  children  of  their  Father  which 
"  is  in  heaven ;"  and   "  except  a  man  h 
"  born  again  of  the  Spirit"  (thus  again  be- 
coming one  of  the  fons  of  God)  "  he  ca^t 
**  enter  into  the  klngdoW  tf  'heaveH**      it  is 
«  becaufe  they  dre  finiy*  that  God  h&s  given 
them  what  in  Scripture  language  is  flyleS 
the  Jpirit  of  ddiipti'on.   It  is  iCtolydf' *"  as  nftsny 
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"  as  ure  h4  hy  the  Spirit  of  Gadj"  that  it  is    4?«t. 
declared  that  *^  they  »re  the  fons  of  God  ;"        *• 
and  wc  we  expreisjy  w^ned  (in  order  as  k   *''**'"^ 
were  to  prevent  apy  fuch  loofc  profeiJi<^  of 
Chriftiamty  as  that  whicb  wc  are  hefc  cora.- 
beting)  *'  Jf<o^  /w»  fca^'c  pot  the  Spfrjt  of 
**  Chrift,  he  is  now  iff  his  "     In  flwrt,  Chrif- 
tiaas  in  general  are  every  where  denopniiiated 
tkefervmis  md  the  children  of  God,  an4  we 
required  to  ferve  biro  with  that  fubminive 
jobedieace,  and  that  affi^fiionate  prorQptkude 
of  duly,  which  belong  to  thodCb  eud^ajring  r«- 
latioos. 

Estimate  pcxt,  the  force  of  <:ha;t  wcjl  strong 
lmo\vn  paflage--"  Tbov  Wt  Jov?  die  l^xfi  ^Sji 
"•thy  God  w^tii  *//tby  heart,  and  wijt^  all 
**  xhy  xnipd,  add  with  aU  thy  loul,  and  with  ^ 
«  ^/  thy  ftre^gth!"  Tfee  jujmi^oa  is  lauj- 
tiplied  on  vs,  as  it  were,  ^  ^ence  the  fy~ 
phiftry  -of  the  caviller,  and  to  £;{  tj^  moft 
iaconfiderate  roind.  Afid  ^ough,  for  the 
ial&e  of  argviasent,  w;e  ilio^l^  concede  fqr  the 
firf^f^ntj  that,  under  A^  fU0^catiotu /oryaerfy 
fii^^ed,  an  ardefii  and  ,vgiway-t.  ^e^n 
were  not  indilpenfably  required  of  us;  yet 
furely  if  the  words  have  an$r  meaning  at  all, 
the  leaft  which  can  be  intcnded'by  them  is 
that  &ttled  predominant  efteei^  aofl  (^ordial 
A^  3  preference 
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CHAP,  preference  for  which  we  are  now  cwitend- 
'^-  ing.  The  conclufion  which  this  paflTage 
forces  on  us,  is  ftrikingly  confirmed  by  other 
parts  of  Scripture,  wherein  the  love  of  God 
is  pofitivcly  commended  to  the  'whole  of  a 
Chriftian  church  *;  or  wherein  the  want  cA 
it-|-,  or  wherein  its  not  being  the  chief  and 
ruling  afFeilion,  is  charged  on  perfons  pro- 
fefling  themfelves  Chriftians,  as  being  fuffi- 
cient  to  difprove  their  claim  to  that  appella- 
tion, or  as  being  equivalent  to  denying  it  \, 
Let  not  therefore  any  deceive  themfelves  by 
imagining,  that  only  an  abfolute  unquali6ed 
renunciation  of  the  defire  of  the  favour  of 
Cod  is  here  condemned.  God  will  not  ac- 
cept of  a  divided  affcftion ;  a  Jingle  heart, 
and  ^fingle  eye  are  in  exprefs  terms  declared 
to  be  indilpenfably  required  of  us.  We  arc 
ordered,  under  the  figure  of  amafling  hea- 
venly treafure,  to  make  the  favour  and  fer- 
vice  of  God  our  chief  purfuit,  for  this  vefy 
reafon,  becauie  **  where  our  treafure  is,  there 
"  will  our  hearts-be  ijlfo"  It  is  on  this  prin- 
ciple thatiri  fpcaking  of  particular  vices,  liich 
■  phrales  are  trften  ufed  in  Scripture,  as  fuggeft 

^,;.;  •  2Car-xiir.  14,. 

t  I  John,  iii.  i7«— ^ook  ;|cvi.  18.— Comparad  with 
Philip.'  iii.  iQ. 
-' '   X  2  TimViii.  4.     "    •      "■  - 
-   .-.    '■■    -:  •  -  that 
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that  their  criminality  mainly  confifts  in  draw-  si  ex. 
ihg  away  the  heart  from  Him  who  is  the  '• 
juft»obje6l  of  its  preference;  and  that  fins, 
which  we  might  think  very  different  in  cri- 
minality, are  clafled  together,  becaufe  they 
all  agree  in  this  grand  charafter.  Nor  is 
this  preference  afferted  only  over  affe£lions 
which  are  vicious  in  themfelves,  and  to 
which  therefore  Chriftianity  might  well  he 
fuppofcd  hoftile  ;  but  over  thofe  alfo  which 
in  their  juft  meafure  are  not  only  lawful,  but 
even  moft  ftrongly  enjoined  on  us.  "  He 
**  that  loveth  father  and  mother  more  than 
**  me,"  fays  our  blelled  Saviour,  **  is  not 
•*  worthy  of  me ;"  **  and  he  that  loveth  ion 
**  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy 
**  of  me  *,"  The  fpirit  of  thefe  injundions 
harmonizes  with  many  commendations  in 
Scripture  of  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God ; 
as  well  as  with  that  ftrong  expreflion  of  dif- 
guft  and  abhorrence  with  which  the  luke- 
warm, thofe  that  are  neither  cold  nor  hot, 
are  (poken  of  as  being  more  loathfome  and 
offenlive  than  even  open  and  avowed  ene- 
mies. 

Another  clafs  of  inftances  tending  to  the 
iame  point  is  fumifhed  by  thofe  many  pat- 

•  Matt.  X.  37. 
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lages  of  Scripture,  wherein  the  promoting  of 
the  glory  of  God  is  commanded  as  our  fu> 
preme  and  univer&l  aim,  aixl  wherein  the 
honour  due  xmto  Him  is  declared  to  be  that 
in  which  he  will  allow  no  competitor  to  par- 
ticipate. On  this  head  indeed  the  H(Jy 
Scri()tui^s  arej  if  poffible,  more  peremptory 
than  on  the  former ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
fo  full  as  to  render  particular  citations  un- 
rieceflary  to  thofe  who  have  ever  fo  little  ac- 
quaintance with  the  word  of  God. 

To  put  the  fame  thing  therefore  in  an- 
other light.  All  whd  have  read  the  Scrip- 
tui^s  muft  cobfe&  That  idolatry  is  the  crioM 
agatnft  which  God's  higheft  refentracnt  is 
expfeHed,  and  his  fevereft  puniAiment  de- 
nounced. But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelvcs. 
It  is  not  in  bowing  the  knee  to  idols  that 
idolatry  confifts,  fo  much  as  in  the  inter- 
nal homage  of  the  heart ;  as  in  feeling  to- 
wards therti  any  of  that  ftipreme  love,  or 
reverence,  or  gratitude,  which  God  refervcs 
to  himfelf  as  his  own  exclufive  prerogative. 
On  the  fame  principle,  whatever  elfe  draws 
off  the  heart  from  him,  engroffcs  our  prime 
regard,  «nd  holds  the  chief  place  in  our  ef- 
teem  and  affedions,  thaty  in  the  eftimation  of 
rcafon,  is  no  Icfs  an  idol  to  \is,  than  an  image 
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of  wood  or  ftone  would  Jie;  before  ^hich  sect, 
we  Jhcmld  fell  down  and  worlhip.  Tbinlf.  '■ 
not  this  a  ftrained  anajagj' ;  it  is  the  very  ^"'"'^''^ 
language  and  argument  of  inspiration.  The 
fervant  of  God  is  compianded  not  to  fct  up 
his  idol  in  his  Heart}  ^iid  fenfuality  and  cp- 
vetoufiipfs  ^re  repeatedly  termed  IdoUtry. 
The  lame  God  who  declares — "  My  glory 
**  wi)l  I  not  give  to  another,  neither  my 
**  praife  to  graven  magfis"  decides  alfo-r- 
*'  Let  not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  wi^om, 
*'  neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his 
"  migbf ;  let  petf  the  rich  mm  g^oty  in  his 
"  riches*."  *'  No  flefli  nu^r  gl$ry  in  his 
"  preiencc ;"  **  he  that  glorieth,  jet  him  glo^ 
"  in  the  Lord,"  The  .fudden  vengeance  hy 
which  the  vain-gjof  ions  oftentation  of  Herod 
was  punifhed,  when,  acquiescing  ia  the  Ser- 
vile adulation  of  an  admiring  multitude,  "  he 
"  gave  not  God  the  glory"  is  a  dreadful 
coiian>ent  on  thefe  injundions. 

These  aweful  declaratians,  it  is  to  be  Exticme 

/tared.  *re  little  regarded.     Let  Ok  Great,  SKT"* 

mi  the  "Wife,  and  the  Learned,  and  tlie  Sue-  *^^^^, 

cefsful,  lay  them  ferioufly  to  Jiieiut,  and  labour  fi^erauo"*- 
habitually  to  confider  their  fuperiority,  whe- 

•  Jerem.  ix.  23, 
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CHAP,  ther  derived  from  nature,  or  ftudv,  or  for- 
*^-  tune,  as  the  unmerited  bounty  of  God.  This 
reflexion  will  naturally  tend  to  produce  a 
diipofition,  in  all  reipefts  the  oppofite  to  that 
proud  felf-complacency  (6  apt  to  grow  upon 
the  human  heart :  a  dilpofition  honourable 
to  God,  and  ufeful  to  man,  a  temper  com- 
pofed  of  reverence,  humility,  and  gratitude, 
and  delighting  to  be  engaged  in  the  praifes, 
and  employed  in  the  benevolent  fervice  of 
the  univerfal  Bencftiftor. 

But,  to  return  to  our  fubjeft,  it  only  re- 
mains to  be  remarked,  that  here  as  Jn  the 
former  inftances,  the  charafters  of  the  righ- 
teous and  of  the  wicked,  as  delineated  in 
Scripture,  exactly  correfpond  with  the  rc- 
prefentations  which  have  been  given  of  the 
Scripture  injun6tions. 

The  neceffity  of  this  cordial  unreferved 
devotednefs  to  the  glory  and  fervice  of  God, 
as  being  indifpenfable  to  the  character  of  the 
true  Chriftian,  has  been  itififted  on  at  the 
greater  length,  not  only  on  account  of  its 
own  extreme  importance,  but  alio  becaufe  it 
appears  to  be  a  duty  too  generally  overlook- 
ed. Once  well  eftablifhed,  it  will  ferve  as  a 
fundamental  principle  both  for  the  govern- 
mept 
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ment  of  the  heart  and  regulation  of  the  con-    sbct". 
duft;  and  will  prove  eminently  ufeful  in  the        i- 
decifion  of  many  praftical  cafes,  which  it  ^""'''^^ 
might  be  difficult  to  bring  under  the  undif- 
jjuted  operation  of  any  fubordinate  or  appro- 
priate rule. 


Sect.    II. 

AND  now,  having  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blifli  the  ftriflnefs,  and  to  afcertain  the  eflen- 
tial  chara6ter  of  true  praflical  Chriftianity, 
let  us  inveftigate  a  little  more  in  detail  the 
praftical  fyftem  of  the  bulk  of  profeffed 
Chriftians  among  ourfelves  *. 

It  was  formerly  remarked,  that  the  whole  General 
fubjeft  of  Religion  was  often  viewed  from   pn^eai 
fuch  a  diftance  as  to  be  feen  only  in  the  ?!^§ 
grois.     We  now,  it  is  to  be  feared,  ihall  find  thebutkof 

o  •  '  '  nominal 

too  much  caufe  for  believing  that  they  who  chriftia««, 
approach  a  little  nearer,  and  do  difcover  in  iiiuftnted. 

*  It  will  be  remembered  by  the  reader,  that  it  is  not  the 
objcd  of  this  work  to  animadvert  on  the  vices,  defers,  and 
erroneous  opinions  of  the  times,  except  fu  far  as  they  are 
received  into  the  prevailing  religious  fyftem,  or  are  tole- 
rated by  it,  and  are  not  thought  lufficlent  to  prevent  a  man 
from  being  efteemcd  on  the  whole  a  very  tolerable  Chrif- 
tiin. 

Chriftianity 
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CHAP.  Chriftianity  fomewhat  of  a  diftiu^  form,  yet 
^^-  come  not  dole  enough  to  difcern  her  pecu*' 
liar  lineaments  and  conformation.  The  wri- 
ter muft  not  be  underftood  to  mean  that  the 
feveral  milconceptions,  which  he  fhaU  have 
occaiion  to  point  out,  will  be  generally  found 
to  exift  with  any  thing  like  precifion,  much 
Icfs  that  they  are  regularly  digefted  into  a 
iyftem;  nor  will  it  be  exposed  rfiey  all  ihould 
meet  in  the  iame  perfon,  nor  that  they  will 
not  be  found  in  different  people,  and  under 
different  circumftflnces,  varioufly  blended, 
combined,  aud  raodi6ed.  It  will  be  enough 
if  we  £icceed  in  tracmg  out  great  and  gene* 
ral  oudines.  The  human  countenance  msy 
he  well  deicribed  by  its  general  characters, 
though  infinitely  varied  by  the  pecpliarities 
which  belong  to  different  indivjdu^s,  and 
often  bf  inch  ftades  and  mioutenefics  of  dif* 
foronce,  as  though  abundantly  obvicHiB  toxur 
perceptions,  yet  would  exceed  the  power  of 
'<le&ution  to  diferiminate,  or  even  of  langu^e 
to  exprcCs, 

A  VERY  erroneous  notion  appears  to  pre* 
vail  concerning  the  tnie  nature  of  Religion. 
Religion,  agreeably  to  what  has  been  already 
ilated,  (the  importance  of  the  fubjs£l  will 
cxcufc  repetition)  may  be  confidered  as  the 
implantation 

Dm„,zL.d,.,CoOg[c 


or    PRACTICAL    CHRIfi'TIAKITT. 

implantation  of  a  vigorous  and  a&ive  prin-  . 
ciple ;  it  is  ieated  in  the  heart,  where  its  axi- 
thority  is  recognized  as  fupreme,  whence  by  *" 
degrees  it  expels  whatever  is  oppofed  to  it, 
and  where  it  gradually  brings  all  the  affec- 
tions £uid  defires  under  its  complete  coutroul 
and  regulation. 

But  though  the  heart  be  its  fpecial  refi- 
dence,  it  may  be  laid  to  pofTcis  in  a  degree 
the  \ibiquity  of  its  Divine  Author.  Every 
endeavour  and  purfiiit  muA  acknowledge  its 
prefaice ;  and  whatever  receives  not  its  &- 
cred  ^mp,  is  to  be  condemned  as  inbereotiy 
defeSive^  and  is  to  be  at  once  rdinqmfiietL 
It  is  like  the  principle  <^  vitality,  which,  ani- 
mating every  part,  lives  throughout  the  wfacde 
of  the  human  body,  and  communicates  its 
ktadJy  inAueoce  to  the  fmalleft  and  remctefl: 
iibres  of  the  frame.  But  the  notion  of  Re- 
ligion entcitained  -fo^  many  amoi^  us  feems 
altogether  ^^rent.  They  be^  indeed,  in 
fubmiilkai  to  her  clear  prohihitioos,  by  f^o- 
ing  cff'froiQ  the  field  of  human  a^on,  a  cer- 
tun  diftrift,  which,  though  it  in  many  parts 
bear  fruits  on  which  they  caft  a  bnging 
eye,  they  cannot  but  confefs  to  be  forbidden 
ground.  They  next  affign  to  Religion  a 
portion,  larger  or  fmallcr  according  to  what- 
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CHAP,  ever  may  be  their  circumftances  and  views, 
IV.       in  which  however  (he  is  to  poflefs  merely 

^•""^f"'^  a  quaUlled  jiirifdidion,  and  having  Co  done,' 
they  conceive  that  without  let  or  hindrance 
they  have  a  right  to  range  at  will  over  the 
ipacious  remainder.  Religion  can  claim  only 
a  ftated  proportion  of  their  thoughts,  their 
time,  ,thcir  fortune,  and  influence  ;  and  of 
thefe,  or  perhaps  of  any  of  them,  if  they 
make  her  any  thing  of  a. liberal  allowance, 
fhe  may  well  be  fatisfied  :  the  reft  is  now 
their  own  to  do  what  they  will  with  ;  they 
have  paid  their  tythes,  fay  rather  their  com- 
polition,  the  demands  of  the  Church  are  fa- 
tisfied, and  they  may  furely  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  what  (he  has  left  without  moleftation 
or  interference. 

Genet*!  It  18  icarcely  poflible  to  fiate  too  ftrongly 

^mc«  of   the  mifchief  which  refults  from  this  funda- 
mwiiowd    '^c"*^!  error.     At  the  fame  time  its  confc- 
■T"-         quences  are  fo  natural  and  obvious,_that  one 
would  think  it  fcarcely  poflible  not  to  forefee 
that  they  muft  infallibly  follow.  The  greateft 
part  of  huma.n  anions  is  confidered  as  indif- 
ferent.    If  men  are  not  chargeable  with  ac- 
tual vices,  and  are  decent  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  religious  duties ;  if  they  do  not  ftray 
into  the  forbidden  ground,  if  they  re(pe6l  the 
rights 
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rights  of  the  conceded  allotment,  what  more 
can  be  expefied  from  them  ?  Inftead  of  keep- 
ing at  a  diftance  from  all  Jin,  in  which  alone 
conlifts  our  fafcty,  they  will  be  apt  not  to 
care  how  near  they  approach  what  they  con- 
ceive to  be  the  boundary  line  ;  if  they  have 
not  aflually  pafled  it,  there  is  no  harm  done, 
it  is  no  trefjjafs.  Thus  the  free  and  adive 
ipirit  of  Religion  is  "  cribbed  and  hemmed 
*'  in ;"  ihe  is  checked  in  her  dilpofition  to 
expand  her  territory,  and  enlarge  the  circle" 
of  her  influence.  She  muft  keep  to  her  pre- 
Icribed  confines,  and  every  attempt  to  extend 
thcmi  will  be  refilled  as  an  encroachment. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Since  whatever  can 
be  gained  from  her  allotment,  or  whatever 
cMi  be  taken  in  from  the  forbidden  ground, 
will  be  fo  much  of  addition  to  that  land  of 
liberty,  where  men  may  ream  at  large,  free 
from  rcftraiiit  or  moleftation,  they  will  of 
courfe  be  conftantly,  and  almoft  infenfibly, 
ftraltening  and  prefiing  upon  the  limits  of 
the  religious  allotment  on  the  one  hand ;  and 
on  the  other,  will  be  removing  back  a  little 
farther  and  farther  the  fence  which  abridges 
them  on  the  fide  of  the  forbidden  ground. 
If  Religion  attempt  for  a  time  to  defend  her 
frontier,  fhe  by  degrees  gives  way.  The 
fpace 
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CHAP,  ipace  Ihe  occupies  diminilhes  till  it  be  Icarce- 
IV.      ly  dilcernible ;  whilft,  her  Jpirit  estinguiihed, 

*-"*~^  and  her  force  deftroyed,  ihe  is  little  more 
than  the  nominal  pofle^of  even  of  the  con- 
traded  limits  to  which  ihe  has  been  avowedly 
reduced. 

Tbein-  This  it  is  to  be  feared  is  but  too  ^thfiil 
a  reprefentation  of  the  general  flatc  of  things 


f*^^   among  ourfelves.      The  promotion  of  the 
iMsi  tovs-  glory  of  God,  and  the  pofleflion  of  his  favour, 
foofno-    are  no  longer  recognized  as  the  objeds  of 
chrijiUiw,  <wJi"  higheft  regard,  and  moft  ftrenuous  en- 
deavours; as  furnishing  to  us,  a  vigorcMis,    , 
habitual,  and  univerfal  principle  of  aftion. 
We  fct  up  for  ourielves :  we  are  become  our 
own  mafters.     The  fenfe  of  conflam  ho- 
mage and  continual  fervice  is  irkfome  and 
galUng  to  U6 ;  and  we  rejoice  in  being  eman- 
cipated from  it,  as  from  a  ftatc  of  baie  and  . 
fervile  villainage.      Thus    the  ^■ery  tenure   ! 
and  condition,  by  which,  life  and  all  its  pof- 
felTions  are  held,  undergo  a  total  change:  I 
,    our  fecultijM  and  powers  are  now  our  own : 
whatever  we  have  is  regarded  rather  as  a 
property  than  as  a  truft;   or  if  there  ftill 
exiil  the  remeibbrance  of  £)me  paraAtewit 
claim,  we  are  fattsfied  with  an  oocafional^ 
acknowledgment  of  a  nominal  right;  we  -pay 

our  I 
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our  pepper  com,  end  take  our  eftates  to  our-    sict. 
lelves  in  full  and  free  enjoyment. 

Hence  it  b  that  fo  little  fehfc  of  refponfi- 
bility  (eems  attached  to  the  pofleflion  of  high 
rank,  or  fplendid  abilities,  or  affluent  for- 
tunes, or  other  means  or  iiiftniments  of  ufe- 
fiilnefs.  The  inftru6live  admonitions,  *'  give 
**  an  account  of  thy  flewardihip,"— "  occupy 
**  till  I  come ;"  are  forgotten.  Or  if  it  be 
acknowledged  by  Ibme  men  of  larger  views 
than  ordinary,  that  a  reference  is  to  be  had 
to  ibme  principle  luperior  to  that  of  our  own 
gratification,  it  is,  at  beft,  to  the  good  of 
ibcicty,  or  to  the  welfare  of  our  families : 
and  even  then  the  obligations  refulting  ^m 
thele  rcfations,  are  fcldom  enforced  on  us  by 
any  higher  fanftimis  than  thole  of  family 
comfbrt,  and  of  worldly  intereft  or  eftima- 
tion.  Bcfides?  what  multitudes  of  perfous 
are  there,  people  without  femilies,  in  pri- 
vate ftations,  or  of  a  retired  turn,  to  whom 
they  are  icarcrfy  heW  to  apply !  and  what 
multitudes  of  cafes  to  which  it  would  be 
tliought  unneceffary  Icrupnlofity  to  extend 
them !  Accordingly  we  find  iufadt^  that  the 
generality  of  mankind  among  the  higher 
order,  in  the  foimatioii  of  their  fchemes,  in 

the 
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CHAP,  the  feleflion  of  their  ftudies,  in  the  choice  of 
>v.  their  place  of  refidencc,  in  the  employ- 
ment and  diftribution  of  their  time,  in  their 
thoughts,  converfation,  and  amufements,  are 
confidered  as  being  at  liberty,  if  there  be  no" 
a£tual  vice,  to  confult  in  the  main  their  own 
gratification. 

Thus  the  generous  and  wakeful  (pirit  of 
Chriilian  Benevolence,  ieeking  and  finding 
every  where  occafions  for  its  exercife,  is  ex- 
ploded, and  a  fyftem  of  decent  felfijknefs  is 
avowedly  eftablifhed  in  its  flead ;  a  fyftem 
icarcely  more  to  be  abjured  for  its  impiety, 
than  to  be  abhorred  for  its  cold  infenfibility 
to  the  opportunities  of  diffufing  happinefs. 
'  The  idte  **  Have  we  no  families,  or  are  they  provided 
andDifli-  »  f-Qj.  ?  ^^g  ^g  wealthy, and  bred  to  no  pro- 
**  feffion?  Are  we  young  and  lively,  and  in 
"  the  gaiety  and  vigour  of  youth  ?  Surely  we 
*'  may  be  allowed  to  take  our  pleafure.  Wc 
*'  negle^  no  duty,  we  live  in  no  vice,  we 
"  do  nobody  any  harm,  and  have  a  right 
*'  to  amuie  ourfelves.  We  have  nothing 
"  better  to  do,  we  wifti  we  had ;  our  time 
"  hangs  heavy  on  our  hands  for  want  of 
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1  PITY  the  man  who  can  travel  from  Dan  sect. 
to  Beer-flieba,  and  cry  "  It  is  all  barren."  ^^'  . 
J^o  man  has  a  right  to  be  idle— Not  to  ipeak 
of  that  great  work  which  we  all  have  to  ac- 
complifh,  and  furely  the  wAo/e  attention  of 
a  ihort  and  precarious  life  is  not  more  than. 
an  eternal  intereft  may  well  require  j  where 
is  it  that  in  fuch  a  World  as  this^  health  and 
leiiure  and  affluence  may  not  find  fome  ignp- 
ranee  to  inftruft,  Ibme  wrong  to  redrefs,  Ibme 
want  to  liipply, '  fome  mifery  to  alleviate  ? 
Shall  Ambition  and  Avarice  never  fleep  ? 
Shall  they  never  want  objefts  on  which  to 
faften?  Shall  they  be  ib  obfervant  to  diA 
cover,  lb  acute  to  difcern,  fo  eager,  fb  patient 
to  purfoe,  and  Ihall  the  Benevolence  of  Chrif- 
tiai^  wsyxt  employment  ? 

Yet  thus  life  rolls  away  With  too  many  of 
tis  in  a  cpurfe  of  "  fhapelefs  idlenefs."  Its 
recreations  conftitute  its  chief  bufinefs.  Wa- 
tering places — the  Ijwrts  of  the  field — cards! 
never  falling  cards ! — 'the  affembly — the  thea- 
tre— all  contribute  their  aid — 'amufements 
are  multiplied,  and  combined,  and  varied, 
*'  ^o  fill  up  the  void  of  a  liftlefs  and  languid 
'*  life ;"  and  by  the  judicious  ufe  of  thefe  dif- 
ferent relburces,  there  is  often  a  kind  of 
ibber  fettled  plan  of  domeftic  difiipatioii,  in 
N  which 
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CHAP,  which  with  all  imaginable  decency  j-ciir  af^ 
'V'  ter  year  wears  away  in  unprofitable  vacancy. 
Even  old  age  often  finds  us  pacing  in  the 
lame  round  of  amufements,  which  our  early 
youth  had  tracked  out*  Meanwhile,  being 
confcious  that  we  are  not  giving  into  any  fla- 
grant vice,  perhaps  that  we  are  guilty  of  no 
irregularity,  and,  it  may  be,  that  we  are  not 
neglecting  the  offices  of  Religion,  we  per- 
fuade  ourfelves  that  we  need  not  be  uneafy. 
In  the  main  we  do  not  fall  below  the  general 
fhindard  of  morals,  of  the  clafs  and  Nation 
to  which  we  belong,  we  may  therefore  allow 
■  ourfelves  to  glide  down  the  ftream  without 
apprehenlion  of  the  confequences. 

intheTc-        Some,  of  a  charafler  often  hardly  to  be 

ftn'ru'ai'       diftiugui(hed  from  the  clals  we  have  been 

pitaiurei.     j^^  delcribiug,  take  up   with  fenfual  plea- 

fures.      The  chief  happuiefs  trf"  their  lives 

coufifls  in  one  fpecies  or  another  bf  animal 

'  gratification;  and  thefe  perfons  perhaps  will 

be  found  to  compofe  a  pretty  large  defcrip- 

tion.    It  will  be  remembered,  that  it  belongs 

not  to  our  purpofe  to  (peak  of  the  grofsly 

".and  Icandaloufly  profligate,  who  renounce  ail 

'  pretenlions  to  the  name  of  Chriftians:  but  of 

thofe  who,*  maintaining  a  certain  decency  of 

charafler,  and  perhaps  being  tolerably  obfer- 

vaqt 
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vant  of  the  forma  of  Religion,  may  yet  be  not  sect, 
improperly  termed  foher  fenfualijis,  Thefe,  "• 
though  lefs  impetuous  and  more  meafured,  '^'^ 
are  not  lefs  flaunch  and  fteady,  than  the 
profeHed  votaries  of  licentious  pleafure,  in 
the  purfuit  of  their  favourite  objetfls.  "  Mor- 
'*  tify  the  flefh,  with  its  afFedlions  and  lufts," 
is  the  Chriftian  precept  %  a  fofit  luxurious 
courle  of  habitual  indulgence,  is  the  froBice 
xii  the  bulk  of  modem  Chriftians :  and  that 
conAant  moderation,  that  wholeibme  difci- 
pline  of  reftraint  and  lelf-denial,  which  arc 
requifite  to  prevent  the  unperceived  en- 
croachments of  the  inferior  appetites,  leem 
altogether  diiuied,  as  the  exploded  aufteri- 
ties  of  monkiih  fuperftition, 

Christianity  calls  her  profeflbrs ,  to  a 
ftate  of  diligent  watchfulnels  and  aflive  ier- 
vices.  But  the  perfons  of  whom  we  are 
-now  ipeaking,  forgetting  alike  the  duties 
they  owe  to  themfelves  and  to  their  fellow- 
creatures,  often  a6t  as  though  their  condition 
were  meant  to  be  a  ftate  of  uniform  indul- 
gence, and  vacant,  unprofitable  floth.  To 
multiply  the  comforts  of  afHuence,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  gratification  of  appetite,  to  be 
luxurious  without  difeales,  and  indolent  with- 
out lailitudcj  Teems  th^  chief  ihidy  of  their 
N  2  lives, 
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CHAP.  lives.  Nor  can  they  be  clearly  excmpteJ 
IV.      from  this  clafs>  who,  by  a  common  error, 

^'''''"*^  fiibftituting  the  memis  for  the  end,  msdte  the 
prefervatioH  of  health  and  fpirlts,  not  as  -in- 
ftruments  of  ulefuhiefs,  but  ^s  Iburces  of 
pleafure,  their  great  bufinels  and  continuai 
care. 

In  theV*.  OvHESs  again  feem  more  to  attach  them- 
^ompitid  ^Ives  to  what  ha\'e  been  well  termed  the 
v^'^  *  pomps  and  v^itics  of  this  world.*  Mag- 
nificent houfes,  grand  equipages,  numerous 
Tetinues,  iplendid  entertaiuraents,  high  and 
^{bionaUe  conne£Hons,  appear  to  conflitute, 
■in  their  eihmation,.  the  fupreme  happinels  of 
life.  This  clafs  too,  if  we  miAake  not,  wiU 
be  found  numerous  in  our  days;  for  it  muA 
♦e'confidered,  ikai  it  is  t/te  heart,  fet  on  iiefe 
things,  which  conftitutcs  the  eflential  charac- 
ter. It  often  happens,  that  perfons,  to  whofe 
rank  and  {latton  thefe  indulgences  mofl  pro^ 
perly  belong,  are  moft  indifferent  to  them. 
The  undue  folicitude  about  them  is  more  vi- 
iible  in  perfons  <£  inferior  conditions  and 
ihialler  fortunes,  in  whom  it  is  net  rarely 
dcte£led  by  the  iludloua  contrivances  «f  s 
■mifapplied  ingenuity  to  reconcile  parade  with 
ceconomy,  and  glitter  at  a  cheap  rate.  But 
■this  temper -of- difplay  and  competition  is  a 
direa 
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direft  contrail  to  the  lowly,  modeft,  unftf-*     sect. 
fuming  carriage  of  the  true  Chrifliaii :  and      ii. 
wherever  there  is  an  evident  effort  and  ftrug-    *-"«"^ 
gle  to  excel  ia  the  j>articulars  here  in  qaeC- 
tioD,  a  manjfeft  wilb  thus  to  rival  fuperiors,, 
to  outftrip  equals,  to  dazzle  inferiors ;  it  is 
manifefl  the  great  end  of  life,  and  of  all  its 
pofTeflions,  is  too  little  kept  in  view^  and  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  the  grati6cation  of  a  vain 
oftentatious  humour  is  the  predominant  dif^ 
pofition  of  the  heart. 

As  there  is  a  {bber  fenfuality,  lb  is  there  latheTo- 
9i(o  a  fbber  avarice,  and  a  Ibber  ambition,  ^^baod 
The  commercial  and  the  profeffional  woiid 
compofe  the  chief  fphere  of  their  influence. 
They  are  often  recognized  and  opeuly  avow- 
ed as  juft  mailer  principles  of  action.  But. 
where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  they  aflume  fuch 
plau0ble  Ihapes,  are  caUed  by  luch  Ijiecious 
names,  and  urge  fuch  povt'erful  picas,  that 
ticy  arc  received  with  cordiality,  and  fuffered 
to  gather  ilrength  without  foipiciou.  The 
ieducing  conliderations  of  diligence  in  out 
callings,  of  fuccefe  in  our  profeffion,  of  mak- 
mg  handfome  provifions  for  our  children,  he^ 
guile  our  better  judgements.  "  We  rife  early, 
**  and  late  take  reft,  and  eat  the  bread  of 
**  c^refiilneis,"    In  our  few  internals  of  Ici- 

^  N  3  fore, 
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CHAP,  furc,  our  exhaufled  fpirits  require  refrefli- 
'^'  ment ;  the  ierious  concerns  of  our  immortal' 
fouls,  are  matters  of  fpeculation  too  grave  and 
gloomy  to  anfwcr  the  purpofe,  and  we  fly  to 
fbmething  that  may  better  deferve  the  name 
of  relaxation,  till  we  are  again  iummoned  to 
the  daily  labours  of  "our  employment. 

Meanwhile  Religion  feldom  comes  in 
our  way,  fcarcely  occurs  to  our  thoughts ; 
and  when  fome  fecret  mifgivings  begin  to 
be  felt  on  this  head,  company  foon  drowns, 
amufements  diflipate,  or  habitual  occupations 
infenfibly  dllplace  or  fmother  the  riling  ap- 
prehenfion.  Profeflional  and  commercial  men 
perhaps;  efpecially  when  they  happen  to  be 
peribns  of  more  than  ordinary  refledion,  or 
of  early  habits  of  piety  not  quite  worn  away, 
cafily  quiet  their  confciences  by  the  plea,  that 
neceflary  attention  to  their  bufinefs  leaves 
them  no  time  to  think  on  thefe  ferious  fub- 
je£ls  at  preient.  *'  Men  of  leifure  they  con- 
"  fefs  ihould  confider  them ;  they  themlelves 
**  will  do  it  hereafter  when  they  retire ; 
•*  meanwhile  they  are  ufefuUy  or  at  leaft 
•*  innocently  employed."  Thus  bufinefs  aiid 
pleafiire  fill  up  our  time,  and  the  "  one  thing 
**  needful,"  is  forgotten.  Re^efled  by  others, 
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and  iccretly  applauding  ourfelves  (perhaps  se<;t, 
congratulating  ourielvcs  that  we  are  not  like  "• 
iiich  an  one  who  is  a  i^endthrift  or  a  mere 
man  of  pleafure,  or  fuch  another  who  is  a 
notorious  mifcr)  the  true  principle  of  a6i;ion 
is  no  lets  wanting  in  us,  and  perianal  ad- 
vancement, or  the  acquifition  of  wealth,  is  the 
obje6l  of  our  fuprenje  defires  aiid  predomi- 
nant purluit. 

It  would  be  to  prefume  too  much  on  the 
neader^s  patience  to  attempt  a  delineation  of 
the  charaflcrs  of  the  politician,  the  meta- 
phyficiaii,  the  fchoJar,  the  poet,  the  virtuofo, 
the  man  of  taile,  iu  all  their  varieties.  Of 
thcfe  and  many  other  clafles  which  might  be 
enumerated,  fufEce  it  to  remark,  and  to  ap- 
peal to  every  man's  own  experience  for  the 
truth  of  the  obicr\'ation,  that  they  in  like- 
manner  are  often  completely  engrofled  by 
the  objefts  of  their  fcveral  purfuits.  In- 
many  of  thefe  cafes  indeed  a  generous  Ipirit 
furrenders  itfelf  wholly  up  with  the  Icfs  re- 
ferve,  and  continues  abforbcd  with  the  fuller 
confidence,  from  the  conicioufneis  of  not  be- 
ing led  to  its  objeft  by  iclf-intcrefted  motives. 
Here  therefore  theic  men  are  ardent,  aftive, 
labortpus,  perievering,  and  they  think,  and 
N  4  fpeak. 
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CHAP.    Ipcak,  and  aft,  as  thofe,  whofe  happincfi' 
IV.       wholly  turns  on  the  liicceis  or  failure  of  their 

*^~''  "-*  endeavours.  When  fuch  is  the  undifturbed 
compofure  of  mere  triflers,  it  is  lefs  wonderful 
that  the  votaries  of  learning  and  of  tafte,  when 
abforbed  in  their  feveral  purliaits,  fhould  be 
able  to  check  ftill  more  cafdy  any  growing  . 
apprehenfion,  filencing  it  by  the  foggeftion, 
that  they  are  more  than  harmlefsly,  that  they 
are  meritorioufly  employed.  **  Surely  the 
**  thanks  of  mankind  ate  juftly  paid  to  thofe 
•*  more  refined  fpirits  who,  fuperior  alike  to 
**  the  feduftions  of  eafe,  and  the  temptation^ 
**  of  avarice,  devote  their  time  and  talents  to 
**  the  lefs  gainfiil  labours  of  jncrealing  the 
**  ftorcs  of  learning  or  enlarging  the  bounda-t 
*'  ries  of  fciencc  ;  who  are  engaged  in  raifing 
**  the  charafter  and  condition  of  ibciety,  by 
**  improving  the  liberal  arts,  and  adding  to 
**  the  innocent  pleafures  or  elegant  accom^. 
**  pliihments  of  life."  Let  not  the  writer  be 
fo  far  mifunderftood,  as  to  be  fuppofed  to  in- 
finuate  that  Religion  is  an  enemy  to  the  pur-» 
ftiits  of  tafte,  much  lefs  to  thofe  of  learning 
find  of  fcience.  Let  thefe  have  their  thfe  place 
in  the  eftlmation  of  mankind  ;  but  this  muft 
not  be  the  AigAeJ  place.  Let  them  know 
\he\r  juH/u&orJjrtatm.    Theydeferve  not  tQ 

8  fe? 
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be  the  primary  concern,  for  there  is  another,    sect. 
to  which  in  importance  they  bear  no  more       ii. 
proportion  than  our  fpan  of  exiftence  to  eter-  '^'  ^  '  -' 
nity. 

Thus  the  center  to  which  the  chief  defires  Coneiurioa 
of  the  heart  fliould  tend,  lofmg  its  attradive  pl^ng 
force,   our  aiFeftions  are  permitted  without  ^'^^. 
controul  to  take  that  courfe,  whatever  it  may  "J  ^i'<^ 
be,  which  heft  fuits  our  natural  temper,  or  to  at>oy« 
which  they  are  impelled  by  our  various  fitua- 
tions  and  circumftances.   Sometimes  they  ma- 
nifeftly  appear  to  be  almoft  eritirely  confined 
to  a  finglc  track ;  but  perhaps  more  frequent- 
ly the  lines  in  which  they  move  are  fo  inter- 
paingled  and  divcrfified,  that  it  becomes  not  a 
Jittle  difficult,  even  when  we  look  into  our- 
fclves,  to  afcertain  the  objeft  by  which  they 
are  chiefly  attra£led,  or  to  eftimate  with  pre- 
cilion  the  amount  of  their  fcvcral  forces,  iii 
the  different  direftions  in  which  they  move, 
"  Know  thyfelf,"  is  in  truth  an   injunction 
with  which  the  carelefs  and  the  mdolent  can- 
not comply.   For  this  compliance,  it  is  requi- 
fite,  in  obedience   to  the  fcripture  precept, 
**  to  keep  the  heart  with  all  diligence."  Man- 
kind are    in  gener;tl  deplorably  ignorant  of 
their  true  ftate ;  and  there  are  few  perhaps 
^hp  have  any  adequate  conceptioB  of  the  real 
ftrengtH 
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ftrength  of  the  ties,,  by  which  they  arc  bound 
to  the  feveral  objects  of  their  attachment,  or 
who  arc  aware  ho\y  fmall  a  Ihare  of  their  re- 
gard is  poffefled  by  thofe  concerns  on  which 
it  ought  to  be  fupremely  fixed. 

But  if  it  be  indeed  true,  that  except  the 
afteflions  of  the  foul  be  fupremely  fixed  on 
God;  thatunlefsit  ht:  the  leading  and  govern' 
ing  dejire  and  primary  furfuit  to  poflcis  bis 
favour  and  promote  his  glory,  we  are  confi- 
dered  as,  having  transferred  our  fealty  to  an 
ufurper,  and  as  being  in  fa£l  revolters  from 
our  lawful  ibvereign ;  if  this  be  indeed  the 
Scripture  do<Srine,  all  the  feveral  attach- 
juents  which  have  been  lately  enumerated, 
of  the  different  clafles  of  fociety,  wherever 
they  intereft  the  affeftions,  and  poffefs  the 
foul  in  any  fuch  mcafiire  of  ftrength  as  de- 
fei-vea  to  be  called  predominance^  are  but  lb 
;nany  varied  expreflions  of  dijloyalty,  God 
requires  to  fet  up  his  throne  in  the  heart, 
and  to  reign  in  it  without  a  rival :  if  he  be 
kept  out  of  his  right,  it  matters  not  by  what 
competitor.  The  revolt  may  be  more  avowed 
or  more  fecret ;  it  may  be  the  treafon  of  deli* 
bprate  preference,  or  of  inconfideratc  levity  ; 
we  may  be  the  fubjefts  of  a  mafter  more  or 
left  creditaljle ;  we  may  be  etpployed  lu  fer-- 
vices 
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vices  more  grofs  or  more  refined :  but  whe-  ssct, 
ther  the  flaves  of  avarice,  of  fenluality,  of  dif-  ''■ 
fipation,  of  floth,  or  the  votaries  of  ambition,  "^ 
of  tafte,  orof  faihion  ;  whether  fupremely  go- 
verned by  vanity  and  felf-love,  by  the  defire  of 
literary  fame  or  of  miUtary  glory,  we  are  aHke 
eftranged  from  the  dominion  of  our  rightful 
fovereign.  Ixt  not  this  feem  a  harfh  pofition ; 
it  can  appear  fo  only  from  not  adverting  to 
what  was  fliewn  to  be  the  eJfentiaJ  nature  of 
true  Religion.  He  who  bowed  the  knee  to 
the  god  of  medicine  or  of  eloquence,  was  no 
lefs  an  idolater  than  the  worfhipper  of  the 
4eified  patrons  of  lewdnefs  or  of  theffc.  In 
the  feveral  caies  which  have  been  ipecified, 
the  external  aHs  indeed  are  different,  but  in 
principle  the  difaffedion  is  the  lame  ;  and  un- 
lefs  we  return  to  our  allegiance,  wc.muft  ex- 
peQ  the  title,  and  prepare  to  meet  the  punifli- 
mcnt,  of  rebels  on  that  tremendous  day,  whea 
all  falfe  colours  fiiall  be  done  away,  and  (there 
being  no  longer  any  room  for  the  evafions  of 
worldly  fophiftry,  or  the  fmoothplaufifailities 
of  worldly  language)  "  that  which  is  often 
"  highly  efteemed  amongft  men,  ftiall  appear 
"  to  have  been  abomination  in  the  fight  of 
«  Cod." 

Thess 
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CHAP.        These  fundamental  truths  feem  vanished 

**[•      from  the  mind,  and  it  follows  of  courie,  that 

Erttctsof    every  thing  is  viewed  lefs  and  left  through  a 

mlnnUr^   religious  medium.    To  ipeak  no  longer  of 

mem^onei    ifi^^'^ccs  whcrcin  we  ourfelves  are  concerned, 

on  our        and  wherein,  the  unconquerable  power  of  in- 

andprac-    dulgcd  appctitB  may  bc ,  fuppoicd  to  bcguilc 

^e  of  '     our  better  judgement,  or  force  us  on  in  dcfi- 

"'■■"■'•        pnce  of  it  j  not  to   infift  on  the  motives   by 

which  the  conduft  of  men  is   determined. 

often  avowedly,  in  what  are  to  themfelvcs  the 

moft  imiwrtant  incidents  of  life ;  what  are 

the  judgements  which  they  form  in  the  cale  (rf" 

ethers  ?    Wleneis,   profufion,  thoughtlcffuels, 

and  diflipation,  the  mifapplication  of  time  or 

of  talents^  the  trifling  aw;ay  of  life  in  frivo-. 

lous  occupations  or  unprofitable  iludies  \  alt 

thefe  things  we  may  regret  in  thofe  around 

us,  in  the  view  of  their  tcmi>oral  t^Qa  \ 

bnt  they  are  not  confidered  in  a  religious  con-. 

neflion,  or  lamented  as  endangering  everlaft-i 

ing  happinefg.     Exceffive  vanity  and  inordi* 

nate  ambition  are  ipoken  of  as  weaknefles  r^t- 

thcr  than  as  fins  ;  even  covetoufnefs  itfelf, 

though  a  hateful  paffion,  yet,  if  not  extreme, 

■     Icarccly  prefents  the  face   of  Irreligitm.     Is 

fome  friend,  or  even  fome  common  acquaint- 

a:ice  fick,  or  has  fome  accident  befallen  him  ? 

How 


by  Google 


OF    PRACTICAt    CBRISTIANITT.  1^9 

JIow  folidtoufly  do  wc  inquire  after  him,  .sect. 
iiow  tenderly  do  we  vilit  him,  how  much  per-  '     "^ 
liaps  do  we   regret  that  ho  has  not  better  ad-    i 
vice,  how  ^t  are  we  to  prefcribe  for  him, 
and  how  ftiould  we  reproach  ourfelves,   if  we 
were  to  negleQ  any  means  in  our  power  of 
contributing  to  his  recovery  !  But  "  the  mind    ' 
difeafed"  is  neglefted  and  forgotten — "  i^at 
■"  is  not  our  affair ;  we  hope  (we  do  not  per- 
**  haps  really  bcheve)  that  here  it  is  well  with 
**  him."  The  truth  is,  we  have  no  ibUcitude 
about  his  Ipiritual  intereA.   Here  he  is  treated 
like  the  unfortunate  traveller  in  the  Golpel '; 
we  look,  upon  him  ;  we  iee  but  too  well  his 
iad  condition,  but  (Prieft  and  Levite  alike) 
we  pais  by  on  the  other  fide,  and  leave  him 
to  the  officious  tendernels  of  fome  poor  de- 
^iied  Samaritan. 

Nay,  take  the  cafe  of  our  very  children, 
-when  our  hearts  being  moft  interested  to 
promote  their  hqppinels,  we  muft  be  fop- 
pofed  moft  deUrous  of  determining  on  right 
(principle,  and  where  therefore  the  real 
flandard  of  our  deliberate  judgements  may 
be  iudi^iutably  afcertained :  in  their  educa- 
tion and  marriage,  in  the  choice  of  their  pro- 
feflions,  in  our  Comparative  confideration, 
and  judgement  of  the  different  parts  of  their 
.fevecal  charaiScrs,  how  little  do  we  refle<5l 

that 
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CHAP.    *^^*  *^^y  ^™  immortal  beings  I      Health, 
IV.       learning,  credit,  the  amiable  and  agreeable 
*-"~v~"'  qualities,  above  all»  fortune  and  fuccefe  in 
life,  are  taken,  and  not  unjuftly  takcn^   into 
the  account ;    but    how    iinall   a    ihare  in 
forming  our  opinions  is  allowed  to  the  pro- 
bable efFefl  which  may  be  produced  on  their 
eternal  interefls !   Indeed  the  fubje£l3  of  our 
mutual  inquiries,  and  Congratulations^  and 
condolences,  prove  but  too  plainly  what  con- 
fiderations  are  in  thefe  cafes  uppcrmoft  in  our 
thoughts. 
pjiiiW  Such  are  the  fatal  and  widely  (preading 

juiigion  effefls,  which  but  too  naturally  follow  ffofli 
ii^afit  the  admiflion  of  the  grand  fundamental  cr- 
rfftataw*.  ^^j.  before  mentioned,  that  of  not  confider- 
ing  Religion  as  a  principle  of  univerfal  ap- 
plication and  command.  Robbed  of  its  bcft 
energies,  Religion  now  takes  the  form  of  a 
cold  compilation  of  reftraints  and  prohibi- 
tions. It  is  looked  upon  fimply  as  a  fet  rf 
penal  ftatutes ;  thefe,  though  wife  and  rea- 
fonable,  are  however,  fo  far  as  they  extend, 
abridgements  of  our  natural  liberty,  and  no- 
thing which  comes  to  us  in  this  Ihape  is  ex- 
tremely acceptable : 

Atqui  nolint  occidere  quemquam,  poBx  voliuA 
Contiderifig   moreover,   that   the    matter  of 
them  is  not  in  general  very  palatable,  and 
that 
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that  the  partiality  of  every  man  where  his  sect. 
own  caule  is  in  queftion,  will  be  likely  to  ^^J^l,^ 
make  him  conftruc  them  liberally  in  his  own 
favour,  we  might  before-hand  have  formed 
a  tolerable  judgement  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  actually  treats.  Sometimes 
we  attend  to  the  words  rather  than  to  the 
ipirit  of  Scripture  injunftions,  overlooking 
the  principle  they  involve,  which  a  better  ac- 
quaintance with  the  word  of  God  would 
have  olearly  taught  us  to  infer  from  them. 
At  others,  "  the  fpirit  of  an  injunflion  is 
*•  all ;"  and  this  we  contrive  to  collet  fo 
dextcroufly,  as  thereby  to  relax  or  annul  the 
ftriflnels  of  the  terms.  "  Whatever  is  not 
•*  exprefsly  forbidden  cannot  be  very  crimi- 
"  nal ;  whatever  is  not  pofitively  enjoined^ 
"  cannot  be  indifpenfably  neceffary — If  we 
"  do  not  offend  againft  the  laws,  what  more 
**  can  be  expefled  froih  «s  ? — ^The  perfons  to 
"  whom  the  ftrift  precepts  of  the  Gofpel 
•'  were  given,  were  in  very  different  circum- 
**  fiances  from  thofe  in  which  we  are  placed. 
**  The  injunftions  were  drawn  rather  tighter 
"  than  is  quite  neccffary,  in  order  to  allow 
**  for  a  little  relaxation  in  pradice.  The 
"  expreflions  of  the  fecred  Writers  are  figu- 
"  rative ;  the  Eaftern  ftyle  is  confcffedly 
**  hyperbolical." 

By 
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cHAi>c  By  thefe  aiid  other  fiich  difhoneft  fliifu 
TV*  (by  which  however  we  feldom  deceive  our- 
lelves,  except  it  he  be  in  thinking  that  We  de- 
ceive others)  the  pure  but  ftrong  morality 
of  the  word  of  God  is  explauied  away,  and 
its  too  rigid  canons  are  foftcned  down,  with 
as  much  dexterity  .as  is  exhibited  by  thoje 
Mho  pradife  a  logic  of  the  iame  complexion, 
ill  order  to  efcape  from  the  obligations  pf 
human  flatutes.  Like  Swift's  unfortunate 
Brothers*,  we  are  fometimes  put  to  diffi- 
culties, but  our  ingenuity  is  little  inferior  to 
their's.  If  totidem  verbis -f-  will  not  ferve 
our  turn,  try  totidem  fyllabis ;  if  ..totidem  iyl- 
labls  fail,  try  totidem  literis  :  then  there  is  in 
our  cafe,  as  well  as  iu  their's,  *'  an  allego- 
"  rical  fenfc"  to  be  adverted  to  ;  and  if  every 
other  refource  fail  us,  we  come  at  laft  to  the 
fame  conclufion  as  the  Brothers  adopted,  thW 
after  all,  thofe  rigorous  claufes  require  ibme 
allowance,  and  a  favourable  interpretation, 
and  ought  to  be  underftood  "  cum  grano 
«  £ilis." 

But  when  the  law  both  in  its  fpirit  and  its 

letter  is  obftinate  and  incorrigible,  what  wc 

cannot  bend  to  our  purpofe  we  muft  break — 

•*  Our  fins  we  hope  arc  of  the  finaller  order ; 

•  Vide  Talc  of  a  Tub.  i  Ibid. 

"  a  little 
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*■  a  Uttic  hamilcis  gallantry,  a  Httlc  innocent  siot, 
**  jollity,  a  few  foolifli  expletives  which  we  'i- 
"  ufc  from  the  mere  force  of  habit«  meaning  -  '"u"*-' 
^  nothing  by  them;  a  little  warmth  of  co- 
**  louring  and  licence  of  exprcflion  ;  a  few 
'*  frccdoips;of  Ipeech  in  the  gaiety  of  our 
**  hearts^  which»  though  hot  perhaps  ftridly 
■*  correft*  none  but  the  over-rigid  would 
**  think  of  treating  any  otherwifc  than  as  ve- 
**  nial  infirmities,  and.in  which  very  grave  and 
"  religious  men  wilf"often  take  their,  fiiare, 
**  whei)  they  may  throw  ofF  their  ftatCj  and 
••  relax  without  impropriety.  We  fcrve  an 
**  alUmefCiful  Beings  who  knows  the  frailty 
•*  of  our  nature,  the  number  and  ftrength 
**  of  our  temptations,  and  will  not  be  ex- 
**  treme  to  mark  what  is  done  ami{s.  Even 
**  the  lefs  lenient  judicatures  of  human  in- 
**  ititution  concede  ibmewhat  to  the  weak- 
*'  neis  of  mani  It  is  an  eftabliihed  maxim— 
**  *  De  minimis  non  curat  lex.'  We  hope 
•*  we  are  not  woric  than  the  generality.  A^l 
"  men  are  imperfect*  We  own  we  have  ouc 
**  in£rmides ;  we  confeis  it  is  lb  j  we  wiih 
**  we  were  better^  and  truft  as  we  grew  older 
•*  we  fhall  become  fb  j  we  are  ready  to  ac- 
**  knowledge  that  we  muft  be  indebted  for 
"  our  admiffion  into  a  future  ftate  of  happi- ' 
"  nt&,  not  to  our  own  merit,  but  to  tit^cle- 
O  •*  mency 
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CHAP.    "  mency  of  God,  and  the  mercy  of  our  Rc- 
IV-       « deemer." 

But  let  not  this  language  be  miftaken  for 
that  of  true  Chriftian  humiliation,  of  which 
it  is  the  very  eflence  to  feel  the  burden  of  fin, 
and  to  long  to  be  releafed  from  it :  nor  let 
two  things  be  confounded,  than  which  none 
can  be  more  fundamentally  different,  the  al- 
lowed want  of  univerfality  in  our  determina- 
tion, and  our  endeavour  to  obey  the  will  of 
God,  and  that  defedive  accomplilhment  of 
our  purpoles,  which  even  the  beft  of  men 
will  too  often  find  reafon  to  deplore.  Inths 
perfons  of  whom  we  have  been  now  fpeaking, 
the  unconcern  with  which  they  can  amuie 
themfelves  upon  the  borders  of  fin,  and  the 
eaiy  iamiliarity  with  which  they  can  a£hjally 
dally  with  it  in  its  lefs  offenfive  fhapes,  fliew 
plainly  that,  diftinftly  from  its  conlcquehces» 
it  is  by  no  means  the  objedt  of  their  averfion  ; 
that  there  is  no  love  of  holineis  as  fuch ;  no 
endeavour  to  acquire  it,  no  care  to  pre|}arc 
the  foul  for  the  reception  of  this  divine  prin- 
ciple, and  to  expel  or  keep  under  whatever 
might  be  likely  to  obftru^  its  entrance^  or 
dispute  its  fovereignty. 

«ffca.  Re-       It  is  indeed  a  moft  lamentable  confequence 
^ttiw     of  the  pra^iice  of  regarding  Religipn  as  a 
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compilation  of  ftatutes,  and  not  as  an  in-    sbct. 
temal  principle,  that  it  loon  comes  to  be       "* 
conlidered  as  being  converiant  about  external  ^[J^^Uj 
«R?waj  rather  than  about  Aj^/Vj  o/"mffw/.  This  J^Jf'"' 
fentiment  fbmetimes  has  even  the  hardinels  Jwbii'of 
to  infinuate  and  maintain  itfelf  under  the 
guiie  (rf  extraordinary  concern  for  pra£iiceU 
Religion ;  but  it  foon  diicovers  the  falfehood 
of  this  pretenlion,  and  betrays  its  real  na- 
ture.    The  expedient  indeed  of  attaining  to 
iifperiority  in  practice,  by  not  wailing  any 
of  the  attention  on  the  internal  principles 
from  which  alone  practice  can  flow,  is  about 
as  reafouable,  and  will  anfwer  about  as  well, 
as  theteconomy  of  the  architeft,  who  ihould 
account  it  mere  prodigality  to  expend   any 
of  his  materials  in  laying  foundations,  from 
an  idea  that  they  might  be  more  ufefully  ap- 
plied to  the   raifing   of  the  fuperftrufhire. 
We  know  what  would  be  the  fate  of  fuch 
an  edifice. 

It  is  indeed  true,  and  a  truth  never  to  be 
forgotten,  that  all  pretenfions  to  internal  prin- 
ciplef  of  holineis  are  vain  when  they  are  con- 
tradiSed  by  the  conduct ;  but  it  is  no  lels  true, 
that  the  only  elfe^al  way  of  improving  the 
latter,  is  by  a  vigilant  attention  to  the  former. 
It  was  therefore  our  blefled  Saviour*s  injunc'^ 
O  2  tioo» 
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CHAP,  tion,  "  Make  the  tree  good"  as  the  neceflarjr 
iv>       means  of  obtaining  good  fruit ;  and  the  holjr 

**'"*'"^^  icriptures  abound  in  admonitions,  to  make  it 
our  chief  bulinefs  to  cultivate  our  hearts  with 
all  diligence,  to  examine  into  their  ftate  with 
impartiality,  and  watch  over  them  with  con- 
tinual care.  Indeed  it  is  the  Heart  which 
conftitutes  the  Man ;  and  external  aftions 
derive  their  whole  chara£ier  and  meaning 
from  the  motives  and  difpofitions  of  which 
they  are  the  indications.  Human  judicatures^ 
it  is  true,  are  chiefly  converiant  about  the 
former,  but  this  is  only  becauie  to  our  limit- 
ed perceptions  the  latter  can  leldom  be  any 
otherwiie  clearly  ascertained.  The  real  ob- 
jeft  of  inquiry  to  human  judicatures  is  the  m- 
iemal  diipofition ;  it  is  to  this  that  they  adapt 
the  nature,  and  proportion  the  degree,  of  their 
puniflimeuts. 

Yet  though  this  be  a  truth  fo  obvious,  Co 
cftabliflied,  that  to  have  infifted  on  it  may 
feem  almoft  nee^lefs ;  it  is  a  truth  of  which 
we  are  apt  to  lofe  fight  in  the  review  of  our 
religious  Charafter,  and  with  which  the  ka~ 
biu  of  confidering  Religion  as  confifting  rather 
in  external  aflions,  than  internal  principles, 
is  at  dircft  and  open  war.  This  mode  of 
judging  may  wpU  be  termed  habitual:  for 
though 
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though  by  £>me  peiibns  it  is  adviiedly  adopt-    sect. 
ed,  and  openly  avowed,  yet  in  many  caies,  for       h* 
want  of  due  watciifulneis,  it  has  Holen  in-        ' 
lenfibly  upon  the  mind ;  it  exiils  untiilpefled, 
and  is  pradifed,  like  other  habits,  without 
cooiciouihefs  or  obfervatioii. 

In  what  degree  focver  this  pernicious  prin-   pj"l*  •*• 
ciple  prevails,  in  the  fame  degree  is  the  mif-  from  the 
chief  it  produces.      The  vicious  affe^ions,  tiouedEr. 
like  noxious  weeds,  Iprout  up  and  increafe  of  ™' 
themfelves  but  too  naturally ;  while  the  graces   chriftkn 
of  the  Chriftian  temper,  exotics  in  the  Ibil  of  nol^uuu ' 
the  human  heart,  like  the  more  tender  pro-  "^* 
dufUons  of  the  vegetable  world,  though  the 
light  and  breath  of  Heaven  muft  quicken 
them,  require  on  our  part  alio,  in  order  to 
their  being  prelerved  in  health  and  vigour, 
conftant  fuperintendence  and  afliduous  care. 
But  lb  far  from  their  being  earneftly  foyght 
for,  or  watchfully  reared,  with  unremitted 
prayers  for  t^iat  Divine  Grace,  without  which 
all  our  labours  muA  be  inefiefhial ;  fuch  is 
the  refult  of  the  principle  we  are  here  con- 
demning, that  no  endeavours  are  ufed   for 
their  attainment,  or  they  are  fuffered  to  droop 
imd  die  almoft  without  an  effort  to  preferve 
th^IQt     The  culture  of  the  mind  is  lefs  and 
O  3  lefs 
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CHAP,  lefs  attended  to,  and  at  length  perhaps  is  al-j 
'^'  moft  wholly  ncgle£led.  Way  being  thus  made 
for  the  unobftrufted  growth  of  other  dilpOr 
fitions,  thefe  naturally  overfpread  and  quietly 
poffefs  the  mind;  their  contrariety  to  the 
Chriftian  fpirit  not  being  difcenied,  and  even 
perhaps  their  prefence  jfcteing  fcarcely  ac- 
knowledged, except  when  their  cxiftence. 
and  their  nature  are  manifefted  in  the  con- 
duft  by  marks  too  plain  to  be  overlooked  os 
miftakcn. 

This  is  a  point  which  we  will  now  en-: 
deavour  to  afcertain  by  an  induction  of  par- 
ticular inflauces. 

Molt  mm        First  then,  it  is  (he  comprehenfive  com^ 

S?chli^'  pendium  of  the  charafter  of  true  Chrftians, 

li" ufc**     *^^^  "  *^^y  ^'■^  walking  by  faith,  and  not  by 

ofFajth-    u  fight."     By  this  deicription  is  meant,  not 

chrifti»n;i   merely  that  they  lo  firmly  believe  m  the  doc- 

auMifp^n.  trine  of  future  rewards  and  puniflunents,  as 

to  be  influenced  by  that  perfualion  to  adhere 

in  the  main   to  the  path  of  duty,  though 

tempted  to  forfeke  it  by  prefcnt  intereft,  aiid 

prefent  gratification;  but  farther,  that  the 

great  truths  revealed  in  Scripture  concerning 

the  unieen  world,  are  the  thoughts  for  the 

moft 
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moft  part  uppermoft  in  their  minds,  and  sect. 
about  which  habitually  their  hearts  are  moft  ■"• 
intereAed.  This  ftate  of  mind  contributes,  '"""'^ 
if  the  exprefiion  may  be  allowed,  to  rectify 
the  illulions  of  vifion,  to  bring  forward  into 
nearer  view  thole  eternal  things  which  from 
their  remotenefs  are  apt  to  be  either  wholly 
overlooked,  or  to  appear  but  faintly  in  theut- 
moft  bounds  of  the  horizon  ;  and  to  remove  , 
backward,  and  reduce  to  their  true  compara- 
tive dimenfions,  the  objeiSs  of  the  preieut  life, 
which  are  apt  to  fill  the  human  eye,  afluming 
a  falfc  magnitude  from  their  vicinity.  The 
true  Chriftiaii  knows  from  experience,  how- 
ever, that  the  former  are  apt  to  fade  from  the 
figlft,  and  the  latter  again  to  fwell  on  it.  He 
jnakes  it  therefore  his  continual  care  to  prcr 
ferve  thoie  juft  and  enlightened  views,  which 
through  Divine  mercy  he  has  obtained.  Not^ 
fthat  he  will  retire  from  that  llation  in  the 
/  world  which  Providence  feems  to  have  ap- 
-jjointed  him  to  fill :  he  will  be  active  in  the 
bufine(s  of  life,  and  enjoy  its  comforts  with 
moderation  and  thankfulnefs ;  but  he  will 
not  be  "  totus  in  illis,"  he  will  not  give  up 
his  whole  foul  to  them,  they  will  be  habitual- 
ly fubordinate  in  his  eilimation  to  objc£):s  of 
more  importance.  .  This  aweful  truth  has 
funk  deep  into  his  mind,  that  "  the  things 
•*  >v|iich  are  feeu  are  temporal,  but  the  things 
O  4  "  which 
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**  which  arc  not  feen  are  eternal ;"  and  in 
the  tumult  and  buftle  of  life,  he  is  ibber^  by 
the  Aill  linalL  voice  which  whilpers  to  hint 
tha.t  **  the  fafhioQ  of  this  world  pafTes  away," 
This  circumftance  alone  muA,  it  is  obvious, 
conf^tute  a  vaft  difference  between  the  har 
bitual  temper  of  his  mind,  and  that  of  the 
generality  of  nominal  Chriftians,  who  are  al> 
moft  entirely  tahen  up  with  the  concerns  of 
the  prefent  world,  They  inow  indeed  tha( 
they  are  mortal,  but  they  do  not  feel  it.  The 
truth  refts  in  their  underAandings,  and  cannot 
g&in  admiflion  into  their  hearts.  T^is  fyti 
culative  perfuafion  is  altogether  different 
frotQ  that  ftrong  fra&ica(  impreflion  of  the 
inHnite  importance  of  eternal  things,  which, 
attended  with  a  proportionate  f^nle  of  the 
ihortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  all  below,  while 
it  prompts  to  activity  from  a  convidtion  that 
**  the  night  cometh  wheii  no  man  can 
**  work,''  produces  a  certain  firpinefs  of  text 
ture,  which  hardens  us  againfl  the  buffetr 
ings  of  fortune,  and  prevents  our  being  very 
deeply-  penetrated  by  the  cares  and  interefts, 
the  good  or  evil  of  this  tranlitory  ftate.  Thus 
this  juft  impreflion  of  the  relative  value  of 
temporal  and  eternal  things,  maintains  in  the 
Ibul  a  dignified  compofure  through  all  the  vir 
ciilitudes  of  life.  It  quickens  our  diligence, 
yet  moderates  pur  ardour  \  urges  us  to  juft 
purfuitS| 
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purfiiits,  yet  checHs  any  undue  iblicitude  about 
the  fuccefi  of  them,  and  thereby  enables  us,  in 
the  language  of  Scripture,  **  to  ufe  this  world 
**as  ppt  abufing  jt,"  rendering  us  at  once 
beneficial  to  others  and  comfortable  tq  our4 
felves. 

But  this  is  not  all— befides  the  difttndion 
between  the  nommal  and  the  real  Chriftian, 
which  refults  from  the  impreffions  produced 
pn  then)  refpe6lively  by  the  eternal  Juration 
oi  heavenly  things,  there  is  another  grounded 
pD  their  ftatftrgf  no  lefs  marked,  nor  lefs  imr 
portant.  They  aic  ftated  in  Scripture,  not 
only  as  entitling  themfelves  to  the  notice  of 
(he  true  Chriftipn  from  confjderations  of  inte- 
reft^  but  as  approving  themfelves  to  his  judge* 
ment  from  a  convidion  of  their  excellence, 
and  yet  farther,  as  rpcommending  themfelves 
to  his  feelings  by  their  being  fuited  to  the  re- 
newed difpolitions  of  his  heart.  Indeed  were 
the  cafe  otherwife,.  did  not  their  qualities  cor- 
refjjond  with  his  inclinations  ;  however  he 
might  endure  them  on  principles  of  duty, 
^nd  be  coldly  confcious  of  their  fui>erior 
worth,  he  could  not  lend  himf?lf  to  thera 
with  cordial  complacency,  much  lefs  look  to 
them  as  the  (ureft  Iburce  of  pleafure.  But 
thjs  is  th^  li»ht  ii^  which  they  are  habitually 
regarded 
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CHAP,  regarded  by  the  true  Chriftian.  He  walk* 
IV,       in  the  ways  of  Religion,  not  by  conftralnt, 

^^^"*^  but  winingly ;  they  are  to  him  not  only  fafe, 
but  comfortable  ;  **  ways  of  pleaiantnefs  as 
'*  well  as  of  peace."  Not  but  that  here  alfo 
he  is  from  experience  aware  of  the  neceflity 
of  conftant  fupport,  and  continual  watchful- 
nefs  ;  without  thefe,  his  old  eftimate  of  things 
is  apt  to  return  on  him,  and  the  former  ob- 
jefts  of  his  affefiions  to  refume  their  in- 
fluence. With  carneft  prayers,  therefore,  for 
the  Divine  Help,  with  jealous  circumlpec- 
tion,  and  refolute  felf-denial,  he  guards 
againft  whatever  might  be  likely  again  to 
darken  his  enlightened  judgement,  or  to  vitiate 
his  reformed  tafle ;  thus  making  it  his  un- 
wearied endeavour  to  grow  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  heavenly  things,  and  to  obtain  a 
warmer  admiration,  and  ^  mofe  cordial  relifh 
of  their  excellence. 

That  this  is  a  juft  reprefcntation  of  tha 
habitual  judgement,  and  of  the  leading  dif-< 
pofition  of  true  Chriftians,  will  be  abun- 
dantly evident,  if,  endeavouring  to  form 
ourlclves  after  our  proper  model,  we  con- 
fult  the  facred  Scripture.  But  in  vain  are 
Chriftians  there  rcprefented  as  having  fet 
thfiir  affeiJiom  on  things  above,  is  cordially 
r^qicin^ 


by  Google 


0»   VRACTICAL   SHK tSTl Atf ITV. 

rtjoicitigm  the  {crvicCf  and  delighting  in  the 
woiihip  of  God.  Pleafure  and  Religion  are 
coatradidory  terms  with  the  bulk  of  nominal 
Chriftians,  They  may  look  back  indeed  on 
their  religious  offices  with  ibmething  of  a  le-i 
cret  latisfaftion,  and  even  feel  it  during  the 
performance  of  them,  from  the  idea  of  being 
engaged  in  the  difcharge  of  a  duty  ;  but  this 
is  akogether  different  from  the  pleafure  which 
attends  an  employment  in  itlelf  acceptable 
and  grateful  to  us.  "We  are  not  condemning 
a  deficiency  merely  in  the  warmth  and  vehe- 
menc£  of  religious  afie^ions.  Not  to  afli; 
whether  the  fervice  and  worftiip  of  God 
are  delightful^  are  they  plea/ant  to  fuch  per- 
fons  ?  Do  they  diffufe  over  the  foul  any  thing 
of  that  calm  complacency,  that .  mild  and 
grateful  compolure,  which  befpeaks  a  mind 
in  good  humour  with  itfelf  and  all  around  it, 
and  engaged  in  a  jervice  liiited  to  its  tafte, 
and  congenial  with  its  feelings  ? 

Let  us  appeal  to  that  Day  which  is  efpc-  ^^^\ 
cially  devoted  to   the  offices  of  Religion  :  for  it.  cm- 
Do  they  joyfully   avail  themlelves  of  this  '^"*"' 
bleffed  opportunity  of  withdrawing  from  the    ^.-^ 
bufinefs  and  cares  of  life ;  when,  without  be- 
ing difijuieted  by  any  doubt  whether  they  arc 
negle^ing  tlie  duties  »/  their  proper  calU' 
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ings,  they  may  be  allowed  to  detach  their 
Ininds  from  earthly  things,  that  by  a  fuller 
knowledge  of  heavenly  objects,  and  a  more 
habitual  acquaintance  with  them,  their  hope 
may  grow  more  "  full  of  immortality  ?"  Is 
the  clay  cheerfully  devoted  to  thofe  holy  ex- 
^rcifes  for  which  it  was  appointed  ?  Do  they 
indeed  "  come  into  the  courts  of  God  with 
*'  gladnefs  ?"  And  how  are  they  employed 
when  not  engaged  in  the  public  ierviges  of 
the  day  ?  Are  they  bufied  in  ftudying  the  word 
of  God,  in  meditating  on  his  perfections,  in 
tracing  his  providential  difpenfations,  in  ad- 
miring hi:>  works,  in  revolving  his  mercies, 
(above  all,  the  tranfcendent  mercies  of  re- 
deeming love)  in  finging  his  pralles,  *'  and 
*'  fpeaking  good  of  his  name  ?"  Po  their 
fecret  retirements  witnefs  the  earneftne^  of 
their  prayers  and  the  warmth  of  their  thankf- 
givings,  their  diligence  ^id  impartially  iQ 
the  neceffary  work  of  felf-examination,  thrir 
mindfulnefs  of  the  benevolent  duty  pf  inter* 
ceffion  ?  Is  the  kind  purpofe  of  the  inftitution 
of  a  Sabbath  anfwered  by  them,  in  its  b^ing 
made  to  their  lervants  and  dependents  a  iea^ 
fon  of  reft  and  comfort  ?  Does  the  wftrufiion 
pf  their  families,  or  of  the  more  poor  and  ig- 
norant of  thcdr  neighbours,  pofieis  its  du? 
(hare  of  their  time  ?  If  bleiTed  with  t&leuts 
X  « 
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or  with  affluence,  are  they  feduloufly  employ-  sect, 
ing  a  part  of  this  interval  of  Icifure  in  rcliev-  "• 
ing  the  indigent,  and  viiiting  the  fick,  and 
comforting  the  ibrrowful,  in  forming  plans 
forthegoodof  their  fellow-creatures,  incdn- 
iidering  how '  they  may  promote  both  the 
temporal  and  fpiritual  benefit  of  their  friends 
and  acquaintance  :  or  if  their's  be  a  larger 
Iphere,  in  deviling  meailires  whereby  through 
the  Divine  blefling,  they  may  become  the 
honoured  inftruments  of  the  more  extended 
diffiilion  of  religious  truth  ?  In  the  hours  of 
domeftic  or  focial  intercourie,  does  their  con- 
verfation  manifeft  the  fubjeft  of  which  their 
hearts  are  full  ?  Do  their  language  and  de- 
meanor flicw  them  to  be  more  than  com- 
monly gentle,  jind  kind,  and  friendly,  free 
from  rough  and  irritating  paflions  ? 

Surely  an  entire  day  fhould  not  feem  long 
wnidft  theft  various  emplc^ments.  It  might 
well  be  deemed  a  privilege  thus  to  fpend  it, 
in  the  more  immediate  prefeiice  of  our  Hea- 
venly Father,  in  the  exercifes  of  humble  ad- 
nuration  and  grateful  homage ;  of  the  be- 
nevolent, and  Jomeftic,  and  focial  feelings, 
tod  of  all  the  beft  affedtions  of  our  nature, 
prompted  by  their  true  motives,  converfant 
iboot  their  proper  objects,  and  direfted  to 
their 
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CHAP,    their  nobleft  end  ;  all  Ibrrows  mitigated,  all 
IV.      cares  fulijended,    all  fears  reprefled,  every 
"        angry  emotion  foftened,  every  envious  or  re- 
vengeful or  malignant  paffioii  expelled  ;  and 
,  the  bofom,  thus  quieted,  purified,   enlarged, 
ennobled,  partaking  almod  of  a  meafure  of 
the  Heavenly  happinefs,   and   become  for  a 
while  the  feat  of  love,  and  joy,  and  coafi* 
dence,  and  harmony. 

The  nature,  and  ufes,  and  proper  employ* 
ments  of  a  Chriftian  Sabbath,  have  been 
pointed  out  more  particularly,  not  only  be- 
cause the  day  will  be  found,  when  thus  em- 
ployed, eminently  conducive,  through  the  Di- 
vine Bleffing,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  reli- 
gious principle  in  a^ivity  and  vigour;  butalfo 
becaufe  we  muft  all  have  had  occafion  often 
to  remark,  that  many  pcrfons,  of  the  graver 
and  more  decent  fort,  fecra  not  feldom  to  be 
nearly  deftitute  of  religious  refources.  The 
Sunday  is  with  them,  to  lay  the  beft  of  it,  a 
heavy  day  ;  and  that  larger  part  of  it,  which 
is  not  claimed  by  the  public  offices  of  tlifl 
church,  dully  drawls  on  in  comfortlefs  vacuity, 
or  without  improvement  is  trifled  away  in 
vain  and  unprofitable  difcourfe.  Not  to  fyt^ 
of  thofe  who  by  their  more  daring  profanation 
of  this  iacrai  fcafon,  openly  violate  the  laws 
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and  inlult  the  Religion  of  their  country,  how 
little  do  many  iqem  to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  inftitution,  who  arc  not  wholly  inatten- 
tive to  its  exterior  decorums !  How  glad  are 
they  to  qualify  the  rigor  of  their  religious  la- 
bours !  How  hardly  do  they  plead  againft  be- 
ing compelled  to  devote  the  ivkok  of  the  day 
to  Religion,  claiming  to  themfelves  no  fmall 
merit  for  giving  up  to  it  a  part,  and  purchafing 
therefore,  as  they  hope,  a  right  to  fpend  the 
remainder  more  agreeably !  How  dexteroufly 
do  they  avail  themfelves  of  any  plaufible  plea 
for  introducing  Ibme  week-day  employment 
into  the  Sunday,  whilft  they  have  not  the 
iame  propenlity  to  introduce  any  of  the  Sun- 
day's peculiar  employment  into  the  reft  of  the 
week  !  How  often  do  they  find  excufes  for 
taking  journeys,  writing  letters,  balancing 
accounts  ;  or.  in  (hort  doing  fomething,  which 
by  a  little  management  might  probably  have 
been  anticipated,  or  which,  without  any  ma- 
terial inconvenience,  might  be  poftponed ! 
Even  bufineis  itfelf  is  recreation,  compared 
with  Religion,  and  from  the  drudgery  of  this 
day  of  Sacred  Reft  they  fly  for  relief  to  their 
ordinary  occupations. 

Others  again  who  would  confider  bufinefe 

as  a  prophanation,  and  who  ftlll  hold  out 
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againft  the  encroachments  of  the  card-tablcj 
get  over  much  of  the  day^  and  gladly  feck  for 
an  innocent  rcfowrce,  in  the  fbcial  circle  or  in 
family  vifits,  where  it  is  not  even  pretended 
that  the  converfation  turns  on  fuch  topics  aj 
might  render  it  in  any  way  conducive  to  re- 
ligious inllrufiion,  or  improvementi  Theii* 
fiimilies  meanwhile  Arc  negle^ed,  their  fer- 
vants  robbed  of  Chriftian  privileges,  and  their 
example  quoted  by  others,  who  cannot  fece 
that  they  are  themlelves  lefs  religioufly  em-* 
ployed,  while  playing  an  innocent  game  af 
cards>  or  relaxing  in  the  concert  room* 

But  all  thefc  fcvcral  artifices^  whenever  thef 
may  bcy  to  unhallotv  the  Sunday  and  to  change 
its  character  (it  might  be  almoft  f&id  **  to 
•*  mitigate  its  horrors,")  prove  but  too  plainly^ 
however  we  may  be  glad  to  take  refuge  in 
Religion,  when  driven  to  it  by  the'lofs  of 
every  other  comfort,  and  to  retain  as  it  were 
ft  reveriionary  intereft  in  an  afylum^  which 
may  receive  us  when  we  are  forced  frotn  the 
tranfitory  enjoyments  of  our  prefent  Aatel 
that  in  it/elf '\t  wears  to  us  a  gloomy  and  for- 
bidding afpe^t,  and  not  a  face  of  conlblation 
and  joy ;  that  the  worfinp  of  God  is  with 
US  a  cotiftrained  and  not  a  wiUing  fervicei 
whitih 
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which  we  are  glad  therefore  to  abridge  though     sect* 
we  dare  not  omit  it.  ii. 

Some  indeed  therfe  are  who  with  concern 
and  grief  will  confeis  this  to  be  their  uncom- 
fortable and  melancholy  ftate;  who  humbly  ( 
pray,  and  diligently  endeavour,  for  an  imagi- 
nation lefs  diftra6led  at  devotional  leafousi  , 
for  a  heart  more  capable  of  reliihing  the  ex-  ( 
cellence  of  divine  things ;  and  who  carefully 
guard  againft  whatever  has  a   tendency   to  . 
chain  down  their  afFedions  to  earthly  enjoy-  } 
ments. ,'  Let  not  fuch  be  difcouraged.     It  is 
not  they  whom  we  are  condemning :  but  fuch 
as  knowing  and  even  acknowledging  this  to  be 
their  cafe,  yet  proceed  in  a  way  directly  con- 
trary :  vrfio,  fcarcely  feeming  to  fufped  that 
any  thing  is  wrong  with  them,  voluntarily 
acquiefcc  in  a  ftate  of  mind  which  is  dire6Hy 
contrary  to  the  pofitive  commands  of  God, 
■  which  forms  a  perfe£l  contraft  to  the  repre- 
feotatious  given  us  in  Scripture  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  character,  and  accords  but  too  faithfully 
in  one  leading  feature  with  the  charafter  of 
thofe,  who  arc  ftated  to  be  the  objects  of  Di- 
vine dilpleafure  ia  this  Kfe,  and  of  Divine 
puninxment  in  the  next. 

P  It 
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It  is  not,  however,  only  in  thcfe  eflential 
conftituents  of  a  devotional  frame  that  the 
bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  are  defeflive.  This 
they  freely  declare  (fecretly  -feeling  perhaps 
Ibmc  complacency  from  the  franknefs  of  the 
avowal)  to  be  a  higher  ftrain  of  piety  thati 
that  to  which  they  afpire.  Their  forgetfiil- 
nefs  alfo  of  feme  of  the  leading  dilpofitions 
of  Chriftianity,  is  undeniably  apparent  in  their 
allowed  want  of  the  fpirit  of  kindnefs,  and 
meeknefs,  and  gentlenefs,  and  patience,  and 
long-fufFering ;  and,  above  all,  of  that  which  is 
the  ftock  on  which  alone  thefe  dilpofitions  can 
grow  and  flourirti,  that  humility  and  lowlitufs 
of  mindy  in  which  perhaps  more  than  in  any 
other  quality  may  be  feid  to  confift  the  true 
elTence  and  vital  principle  of  the  Chriftian 
temper.  Thefe  diJpofitions  are  not  only  neg- 
lected, but  even  difavowed  and  exploded, 
and  their  oppofites,  if  not  rifing  to  any  great 
height,  are  acknowledged  and  applauded.  A 
juji  pridcf  a  proper  and  becoming  pridcy  are 
terms  which  we  daily  hear  from  Chriftian 
lips.  To  pofi'efs  a  high  fpirit^  to  behave  with 
a  proper  fpirit  when  ufed  ill, — by  which  is 
meant  a  quick  feeling  of  injuries,  and  a 
promptnefs  in  relenting  them, — entitles  to 
commendation  ;  and  a  meck-fpirited  difpo- 
fition,  the  higheft  Scripture  eulogium,  cx- 
•  prcfles 
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pFcfles  ideas  of  dtfapprobation  and  contempt 
Vanity  and  vain-glory  arc  iuffcred  without 
interruption  to  retain  theff  natural  pofTeilion  ' 
of  the  heart.  But  here  a  topic  opens  upon 
us  of  fuch  importance,  and  on  which  fo  many 
miftakes  are  to  be  found  both  in  the  writings 
of  reipe£table  authors,  and  in  the  commonly 
prevailing  opinions  of  the  world,  that  it  may 
be  allowed  us  to  diicufs  it  more  at  large,  and 
for  this  purpofe  to  treat  of  it  in  a  feparat« 
fe6iion. 


Sect.  III. 

On  the  Dejire  of  human  Efiimation  and  Ap'^ 

■   flaufe — 'the  generally  prevailing    Opiniont 

contrajied  with  thofe  of  the  true  Chrijiiant 


THE  defire  of  human  eftimation,  and  dif-  J?"'^?* 
tin^ion,  and  honour,  of  the  admiiation  i»moni. 
and  applaufc  of  our  fellow-creatures,  if  we 
take  it  io  its  full  comprehenfion,  and  in  all 
its  various  modifications,  from  the  thirft  of 
glory  to  the  dread  of  fhame,  is  the  paflion  of 
which  the  empire  is  by  far  the  moft  general, 
^nd  perhaps  the  authority  the  moH  com- 
manding. Though  its  power  be  mod  con- 
^cuoiis  and  leaft  controulabls  in  the  higher 
P  2  claifes 
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CHAP,  claffes  of  focicty,  it  feems,  like  ibme  refiftlefs 
IV.  conqueror,  to  fpare  neither  age,  nor  fex,  nor 
'^  condition;  and  taking  ten  thouiand  fhapes, 
infinuating  itfclf  under  the  moft  fpecioui 
pretexts,  and  (heltering  itfelf  when  necefl&ry 
under  the  moft  artful  difguifes,  it  winds  itt 
way  in  fecret,  when  it^dares  not  openly  avow 
itfelf,  and  mixes  in  all  we  think,  and  fpeak, 
and  do.  It  is  in  fome  inftances  the  deter- 
mined and  declared  purfuit,  and  confefledly 
the  main  pradical  principle ;  but  where  this 
is  not  the  cafe,  it  is  not  feldom  the  grand 
Ipring  of  aftion,  and  in  the  Beauty  and  the 
Author,  no  lefs  than  in  the  Soldier,  it  is  often 
the  mafter  paHiou  of  the  foul. 

This  is  the  principle  which  parents  recog- 
nize with  joy  in  their  infant  offspring,  which 
is  diligently  inftillcd  and  nurtured  in  advanc- 
ing years,  which,  under  the  names  of  honour- 
able ambition  and  of  laudable  emulation,  it  is 
the  profeffed  aim  of  ichools  and  colleges  to  ex- 
cite and  cherifh.  The  writer  is-well  aware 
that  it  win  be  thought  he  is  puOiing  his  opi- 
nions much  too  far,  when  he  ventures  to  affail 
"The  tcm-  this  great  principle  of  human  aftion ;  "  a  prin- 
'  ciple,*'  its  advocates  might  perhaps  exclaim, 
'  the  cxtindion  of  which,  if  you  could  fuc- 
'  ceed  in  your  rafh  attempt,  would  be  like 
"the 
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"the  annihilatioa  in  the  material  world  of  sict. , 
"  the  principle  of  motion;  without  it.ail  were 
"  torpid  and  cold  and  comfprtlefs.  We  grant," 
they  might  go  on  to  obfcrve,  "  that  we  ne-- 
"  ver  ought  to  deviate  from  the  paths  of 
"  duty  iu  order  to  procure  the  ^pplaufe  tjr  to 
"avoid  the  reproaches  of  men,  and  we  ailovr 
"  that  this  is  a  rule  too  little  attended  to  in 
"  practice.  We  grant  that  the  love  of  praiie 
"is  in  Ibme  ibtiances  a-  ridiculous^  and  in 
**  others  a  miichievous  paflion ;  that  to  it  we 
"  owe  the  breed  of  coquettes  and  coxcombs, 
"  and,  a  more  ferious  evil,  the  noxious  race 
**  of  heroes  and  conquerors.  We,  too  are 
"  ready,  when  it  appears  in  the  (hapc  of 
"  vanity,  to  fmile  at  it  as  a  foible,  or  in  that  ' 
"  of  falic  glory,  to  condemn  it  as  a  crime. 
"  But  all  thefe  are  only  its  perverfions ;  and 
"  on  account  of  them  to  contend  againil  its 
'*  true  forms,  and  its  legitimate  exercife, 
*'  were  to  give  into  the  very  error  which  you 
"  formerly  yourfclf  condemned,  of  arguing 
"  againft  the  ufe  of  a  falutary  principle  alto- 
"  gether,  on  account  of  its  being  liable  to 
"  occafional  abufe,  .  -When  turned  into  the 
"  right  diredion,  and  applied  to  its  true 
*•  purpofcs,  it  prompts  to  every  dignified  and 
**  generous  enterprife.  It  is  erudition  in  the 
**  portico,  ikill  in  the  lycffiupi,  eloquence  in 
P  3  «Uhq 
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"  the  ienatc,  vi^ory  in  the  6eld.  It  force* 
**  indolence  into  aftivity,  and  extorts  from 
"  vice  itfelf  the  deeds  of  gencrofity  and  vir- 
•*  tue.  When  once  the  foul  is  warmed  by 
**  its  generous  ardor,  no  difficulties  deter,  hq 
**  dangers  terrify,  no  labours  tire.  It  is  thig 
**  which,  giving  by  its  Aamp  to  what  is  vir^ 
**  tuous  and  honourable  its  juft  iuperiority 
**  over  the  gifts  of  birth  and  fortune,  reicues 
"  the  rich  from  a  bafe  fiibjeftion  to  the  pleat 
^  fures  of  fenfe,  and  makes  them  prefer  a 
^*  courfe  of  toil  and  hardfliip  tp  a  life  of  in-; 
**  dulgence  and  cafe.  It  prevents  the  man 
^*  of  rank  from  acquiefcing'  in  his  hereditary 
<'  greatnefs,  and  ipurs  him  forward  in  puriuit 
^'  of  ferfonal  diftinftion,  and  of  a  nobility 
**  which  he  may  juftly  term  his  pWn.  It 
**  moderates  and  qualifies  the  Dver>great  in- 
**■  equalities  of  human  conditions  j  and  reachf 
'*  ing  to  thofe  who  are  above  the  Ipherc  of 
^  laws,  and  extending  to  cafes  which  fall 
**  not  within  their  province,  it  limits  and 
*'  circumfcribes  the  power  of  the  tyrant  on 
*•  his  throne,  and  gives  gentlencis  to  war, 
*^  and  to  pride;  "humility.  . 

**  Noa  it  its  influence  cor^ned  to  public 

**  life,  nor  is  it  known  only  in  the  great  and 

*  the  ipl?ndid.  To  it  is  to  bs  afcribcd  a  large 

X*  portiqu 
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■  portion  of  that  courtefy  aad  dilpofition  to    sect. 

"  pleaie,  which  naturally  producing  a  mutual      "'■ 

"^  appearance  of  good  will  and  a  rociproca- 

**  tion  of  good   offices,   conftitute  much  of 

•*  the  comfort  of  private  life,  and  give  their 

"  choiceft  fweets   to  focial  and  domeftic  in- 

•*  tercourfe.    Nay,  from  the  force  of  habit,  it 

**  follows  us  even  into  folitude,  and   in  our 

•*  moft   fecret  retirements  we  often  i€t  as  if 

"  ourcondu(51  werefubjeft  to  human  obferva- 

**  tion,  and  we  derive  no  finall  complacency 

"  from  the  imaginary  applaufes  of  an  ideal 

**  Ipeftator." 

So  far  of  the  e^ecis  of  the  love  of  praife 
and  diflinftion:  and  if,  after  enumerating  fomd 
of  thefe,  you  ihould  proceed  to  inveftigate 
its  nature,  "  We  admit,"  it  might  be  added, 
•*  that  a  hafty  and  misjudging  world  often 
•*  mifapplies  commendations  and  cenlures : 
*•  and  whilft  we  therefore  confefs,  that  the 
•*  praifes  of  the  difcerning  few  are  alone 
.  "  truly  valuable ;  we  acknowledge  that  it 
**  were  better  if  mankind  vere  always  to  a£l 
"  from  the  fenfe  of  right  and  the  love  of 
**  virtue,  without  reference  to  the  opinions 
•*  of  their  fellow-creatures.  We  even  allow, 
*•  that,  uidependently  of  confequences,  this 
**  were  perhaps  in  itfelf  a  higher  ftrain  of 
P  4  **  virtue; 
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CHAP.  "  virtue ;  but  it  is  a  degree  of  purity  which 
^J^^  5'  it  would  be  vain  to  expert  from  the 
"  bulk  of  mankind.  When  the  intrmjic  ex~ 
f*  celience  of  this  principle,  however,  is  called 
"  in  queftion,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
*'  in  its  higher  degrees  it  was  ftyled,  by  one 
**  who  meant  rather  to  detra<3  from  its  me? 
f*  rits  than  to  aggravate  them,  '  the  infirmity 
5'  of  mble  minds ;'  and  furely,  that  in  fuch  a 
-"  foil  it  moft  naturally  iprings  up,  and  flou- 
f  rifhes,  is  no  mean  proof  of  its  exalted  pri? 
"  gin  and  generous  nature. 

**  But  were  thefe  more  dubious,  and  were 
-"  it  00  more  than  a  Iplendid  error ;  yet  con-r 
f'  (idering  that  it  works  fo  often  in  the  right 
*'  direftion,  it  were  enough  to  urge  in  its 
"  behalf,  that  it  is  a  principle  of  real  aSiion, 
J'  and  approved  energy.  That,  as  much  as 
**  praftice  is  better  than  theory,  and  fplid 
*'  realities  than  empty  fpeculation,  fo  much 
?*  is  it  to  be  preferred  for  general  ufe  before 
?f  thofe  higher  principles  of  morals,  which 
**  however  juft  and  excellent  in  themfelves. 
f  you  would  in  vain  attempt  to  bring  home 
f  to  the  \  bufinefs  and  bofoms  of  mankind' 
f*  at  large.  Rejeft  not  then  a  principle  thus 
i\  univerfal  in  its  influence,  thus  valuable  in 
(f  its  efitfts  I  a  principle,  which,  by  vhat- 

f<  CVCf 
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"  ever  name  you  may  pleafe  to  call  it,  a£b    sect, 

f*  by  motives    and  confiderations    fuited    to  ,     'i^- 

"  our  condition ;  and   which,  putting  it  at  ^"^^"""^ 

-"  the  very  loweft,  muft  be  confcffed,  in  our 

!"  prefent  infirm  ftate,  to  be  an  habitual  aid 

**  and  an  ever  prefent  fupport  to  the  feebler 

**  nefi  of  vii  tue !  In  a  felfifh  world  it  pror 

*^  duces  the  efltfls  of  difintereftednefs,  and 

■"  when  public  fpirit  is  extinct,   it  fupplies 

**  the  want  of  patriotifm.     Let  us  therefore 

^*  with  gratitude  avail  ourfelves  of  its  help, 

-"  and  not  relinquifli  the  good  which  it  freely 

M  offers,  from  we  know  not  what  vain  dream? 

-"  of  imprafticable  purity  and  unattainable 

f*  perfedion," 

Ali.  this  and  much  more  might  be  urged  The  aboif 
by  the  advocates  of  this  favourite  principle,   ly^*^^. 
It  would  be,  however,  no  difficult  tafk  to  «""<«• 
ihew  that  it  by  no  means  merits  this  high  eu- 
logium.     To  fay  nothing  of  thqt  larger 'part 
of  the  argument  of  our  opponents,  which  be-' 
trays,  and  even  proceeds  upon,  that  mifchicr 
vous  notion  of  the  innocence  of  error,  againft 
which  we  have  already  entered  our  formal 
proteft,  the  principle  in  queftion  is  manifeftly 
of  a  mofl  inconl^ant  and  variable  nature ;'  as 
inconftant  and  variable  as  the  innumerably  di- 
yerfificd  modes  of  faihions^    habits,  and  opir 
nions 
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CHAP,  nions  in  different  peripds  and  Ibcieties.  What 
^^JLj  it  tolerates  in  one  age,  it  fcwbids  in  an- 
other ;  what  in  one  country  it  prefcribes  and 
applauds,  in  another  it  condemns  and  Aigma- 
tizes!  Obvioufly  and  openly,  it  often  takes 
vice  into  its  patronage,  and  lets  itfelf  in  di- 
rect oppofition  to  virtue.  It  is  calculated  to 
produce  rather  the  appearance  than  the  rm- 
lity  of  excellence;  and  at  beft  not  to  check  the 
love  but  only  the  commijion  of  vice.  Much 
of  this  indeed  was  feen  and  acknowledged  by 
the  philofophers,  and  even  by  the  poets,  of 
Ojnnionj     the  Pasian  world.     They  declaimed  againft 

ofPagan        .  °  ,  ,  ,     ■  ^/i  ■        -    , 

moraniu     it  as  a  mutaole  and  inconliltent  principle; 

fc^,"  they  lamented  the  fatal  efFe61s  which,  under 
the  name  of  felfe  glory,  it  had  produced  on 
the  peace  and  happmefs  of  mankind.  Xhey 
condemned  the  purfuit  of  it  when  it  led  its 
followers  out  of  the  path  of  virtue,  and  taught 
that  the  praife  of  the  wife  and  of  the  good 
only  was  to  be  defired. 

lire  fer"''"        ^^'^  ^^  ^^  reierved  for  the  page  of  Scrip- 

fcn.  ftattd    ture  to  point  out  to  us  diftinOly,  wherein  it 

mud.        is  apt  to  be  efTentially  defective  and  vicious, 

and  to  diicover  to  us  more  fully  its  encroach- 

.  ing  nature  and  dangerous  tendencies ;   teach- 

■   ing  us  at  the  fame  time,  how,  being  purified 

from  its  corrupt  qualities,  and  reduced  under 

juft 
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juH  iubordination,  it  may  be  brought  into  sect. 
legitimate  exercife,   and  be  directed  to  its      in. 
tnie  0nd.  ^-"Y^ 

In  the  (acred  volume  we  are  throughout 
reminded,  that  we  are  originally  the  crea- 
tures of  God's  formation,  and  continual  de- 
pendents on  his  bounty.  There  too  we  learn 
rhe  painful  lefTon  of  man's  degradation  and 
unworthinefs.  We  learn  that  humiliation 
and  contrition  are  the  diipofitions  of  mind  beft  • 
fuited  to  our  fallen  condition,  and  moA  ac- 
ceptable in  the  fight  of  our  Creator.  We 
learn  that  thele  (to  the  repreflion  and  ex. 
tin£lion  of  that  Ipirit  of  arrogance  and  lelf-  ' 
importance,  lb  natural  to  the  heart  of  man) 
jt  ihould  be  our  habitual  care  to  cherifli  and 
cultivate ;  iludioufly  maintaining  a  continual 
fenfe,  that,  not  only  for '  all  the  natural  ad- 
vantages over  others  which  we  may  poflefs, 
but  that  for.ail  our  moral  (liperiority  alfo,  we 
are  altogether  indebted  to  the  unmerited 
gooduefs  of  pod.  It  might  perhaps  be  faid 
to  be  the  great  end  and  purpofe  of  all  reve- 
lation, and  efpccially  to  be  the  defign  of  the 
Gofpel,  to  reclaim  us  from  our  natural  pride 
and  felfilhnefs,  and  their  fetal  conlequences  j 
to  bring  us  to  a  juft  {enfe  of  our  weaknefs 
and  depravity  \  and  to  diiijofe  us,  with  uut 
feigned 
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CHAP,  feigned  humiliation,  to  abafe  ourfelves,  and 
IV-       give  glory  to  God.     "  No  flefh  may  glory  in 

*— "*'— ^  **  his  prefencc ;  he  that  glorieth,  let  him 
**  glory  in  the  Lord" — **  The  lofty  looks  of 
"  man  fliallbe  humbled,  and  the  .haughtiiiefs 
"  of  men  Ihall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord 
**  alone  fhall  be  exalted  *." 

These  iblemn  admonitions  are  too  gene- 
rally difregarded,  and  their  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  fubje^l  we  are  now  confider- 
ing,  appears  to  have  been  often  entirely 
overlooked,  even  by  Chriftian  moralifts. 
Thefc  authors,  without  reference  to  the 
main  fpring,  and  internal  principle  of  cpn- 
dud,  are  apt  to  fpeak  of  the  love  of  human 
applaufe,  as  being  meritorious  or  culpable, 
as  being  the  defire  of  true  or  of  &Ile  glory,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  external  anions  it  produces, 
and  the  purfuJts  to  which  it  prompts,  are 
beneiicial  or  mifchievous  to  mankind.  But 
it  is  undeniably  manifeft,  that  in  the  judge- 
fncnt  of  the  word  of  God,  the  love  of  world- 
ly admiration  and  applaule  is  in  its  nature 
effentially  and  radically  corrupt;  fo  far  as  it 
par^kes  of  a  diipofition  to  exalt  and  aggran- 
dize  pui'iclvps,    to  jiride  ourfelves  on  ouf 

*    ICtiah,  ii.  II. 
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Mtural  or  acquired  endowments,  or  to  a^ume  sect. 
to  ourfelves  the  merit  and  credit  of  our  good       "i- 
qualities,   inftead  of   afcribing;  all  the  ho-  ^"""f*^ 
uour  and   glory  where    only  they   are  due. 
Its  gui/t  therefore  in  thefe  cafes  is  not  to  be 
meaiured  by   its  cffefls  on  the  happine^  of 
mankind;  nor  is  it  to  be' denominated  true 
or/af/c  glor)-  accordingly  as  the  ends  to  which 
it  is  directed  are  beneficial  or  mifchievous, 
juft  or  unjuft  objedls  of   purfiiit ;  but  it  is 
fa/fe, '  becaufe  it  exalts  that  which  ought  to 
be  abafcd,  and  criminal,  becaufe  it  encroaches 
On  the  prerogative  of  God. 

The  Scriptures  further  inftrudl  us,  wot 
merely  that  mankind  arc  liable  to  error,  and 
therefore  that  the  world's  commendations 
may  be  Ibmetimcs  miftaken ;  but  that  their 
judgement  being  darkened  and  their  hearts 
depraved,  its  applaufcs  and  contempt  will  for 
the  moft  part  be  fyitematically  mifplaced  ; 
that  though  the  beneficent  and  difinterefted 
fpirit  of  Chriftiaiiity,  and  her  obvioas  ten- 
dency to  promote  domeftic  comfort  and  ge- 
neral happinefs,  cannot  but  extort  applaufe; 
ycc  that  her  afpirhig  after  more  than  ordi- 
jiary  excellence,  by  exciting  fecrct  milgiv- 
iiigi/in  others,  or  a  painful  fenlc  of  inferio- 
rity not  unmixed  with  envy,  cannot  fail 
often 
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often  to  difguft  and  offend.  The  word  of 
,  God  teaches  us,  that  though  fuch  or  the  doc- 
trines and  precepts  of  Chriftianityi  as  are 
coincident  with  worldly  interefts  and  pur- 
fiiits,  and  with  worldly  principles  and  fyf* 
tems,  may  be  profefled  without  offence;  yet, 
that  what  is  oppofite  to  thefe,  or  even  diife- 
rent  from  them,  will  be  deemed  needlefsly 
preciie  and  ftrift,  the  Indulgence  of  a  morofe 
and  gloomy  humour,  the  fymptoms  of  a 
contrafted  and  fupeiftitious  fpirit,  the  marks 
of  a  mean,  enflaved,  or  diftorted  under- 
ftanding.  That  for  thefe  and  other  reafons, 
the  follower  of  Chrifl  mufl  not  only  make 
up  his  mind  to  the  occafional  relinquijlmenl 
of  worldly  favour,  but  that  it  fliould  even 
afford  him  matter  of  holy  jealoufy  and  fufpi* 
cion  of  himfclf,  when  it  is  very  lavifhly  and 
very  generally  bellowed. 

■  But  though  the  flandard  of  worldly  efli- 
mation  differed  lefs  from  that  of  the  Gofi>cl; 
yet  lince  our  affeftions  ought  to  be  fet  on 
heavenly  things,  and  converiant  about  hea- 
venly objefls  ;  andiince  in  particular  the  love 
and  favour  of  God  ought  to  be  the  matter  of 
eur  fupreme  and  habitual  defire,  to  uhich 
e^'crv  other  fiiould  be  rendered  fubordinate, 
h  follows,  tlial  the  love  of  human  ap- 
plauf* 
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pUufe  imift  be  manifeftly  injurious,  fo  for  as 
tends  to  draw  down  our  regards  to  earthly 
concerns,  and  to  circumfcribe  our  defires 
within  the  nari'ow  limits  of  this  world. 
Particularly,  that  it  is  imfnire^  &>  far  as  it  is 
tindured  with  a  dilpofition  to  eiliinate  too 
highly,  and  love  too  well,  the  good  opinion 
and  commendations  of  man. 

Bdt  though,  by  theie  and  other  inftmflious 
and  confide  rations,  the  Holy  Scripture  warns 
us  againil  the  inordinate  defire  or  earneft 
purfuit  of  worldly  eftimation  and  honour ; 
though  it  fo  greatly  reduces  their  value,  and 
prepares  us  for  lofing  them  without  furprife, 
and  for  relinquiftiing  them  with  little  reluc- 
tance ;  yet  it  teaches  us,  that  Chriftians  iii 
general  are  not  only  not  called  upon  ab(b- 
lutely  and  voluntarily  to  renounce  or  forego 
them  ;  but  that  when,  without  our  having 
folicitoufly  fought  them,  they  are  beftowcd 
On  us  for  aftions  intrinfically  good,  we  are  to 
accept  them  as  being  intended  by  Provi- 
dence, to  be  fometimes,  even  in  this  difor-, 
der>y  ftate  of  things,  a  prefent  folace,  and  a 
reward  to  virtue.  Nay  more,  we  are  inftrutl- 
cd,  that  in  our  general  dejiortment,  that  in 
little  particulars  of  condu^  otherwife  indif- 
ferent, that  in  the  circumfiatices,  and  manner 

of 
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of  performing  a6lions  in  themfelves  of  a  de- 
termined charafter  and  indifpcnlabk  obliga- 
tion, (guarding  however  againft  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  artifice  or  deceit)  that  by  watch- 
ing for  opportunities  of  doing  little  kind- 
neffes,  that  by  avoiding  fingularities,  and  even 
humouring  prejudices,  where  it  may  be  done 
without  the  (lighteft  infringement  on  truth 
or  duty,  we,  ought  to  have  a  due  refpeft  and 
regard  to  the  approbation  and  fevour  of  men. 
Thefe  however  we  fliould  not  value,  chiefly 
as  they  may  adminifter  to  our  own  grati6- 
cation,  but  rather  as  furnifhing  means  and 
inftruments  of  influence,  which  we  may. turn 
to  good  account,  by  making  them  fubfervient 
to  the  improvement  and  happinefs  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  and  thus  conducive  to  the 
^lory  of  God.  The  remark  is  aJmoft  fuper- 
fiuous,  that  on  occafionsdike  thefe  we  muft 
even  watch  our  hearts  with  the  moil  jealous 
care,  left  pride  and  felf-love  inlenfibly  infiife 
thcmfehes,  and  corrupt  the  purity  of  prin- 
ciples lb  liable  to  contraft  a  taint. 

Credit  and  reputation,  in  the  judgempnt 
of  the  true  Chriflian,  ftand  on  ground  not 
^-ery  different  from  riches ;  which  *he  is  not 
to  jjrize  highly,  or  to  defire  and  purfuc  with 
folicitudc;  but  which,  when  they  are  allotted 

to 
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to  him  by  the  hand  of  Providence^  he  is  to  s-ect. 
accept  with  tHankfiilnefsi  and  uft  with  mo-  "''^ 
deration^  reliriqiiiftiing  them  when  it  becomes 
Aeceflary,  without  a  murmur;  guarding  moft 
circumfpe^lyi  fo  long  as  they  remain  with 
himj  againft  that  jeiifual  and  felfifh  temper, 
and  no  lefs  againft  that  pride  and  wanton- 
ftefs  of  hearti  which  they  are  too  apt  to  pro- 
duce and  cherilh ;  thus  conCdering  them  as 
«x  themfelves  acceptable,  but)  from  the  in- 
firmity c^  his  n&lure,  as  highly  dangerdus 
IK)ireflion&,  and  valuing  them  chiefly  not  as 
inftruments  of  luxury  or  ^lendour,  but  as- 
affording  the  means  of  honouring  his  hea* 
TCnIy  Behefaftor,  and  leflening  the  miferics 
of  mankindv 

.  Christianity  however,  be  it  remember-. 
«d,  propofes  not  to  extinguifti  our  natural 
deiires»  but  to  bring  them  under  juft  con- 
troul,  and  direft  them  to  their  true  o!ge(3s. 
In  the  cale  both  of  riches  and  of  honour, 
fhe  maintains  the  coniiftency  of  her  charac-' 
tcr.  While  flie  Commands  us  not  to  fet  our 
hearts  on  earthly  treafures,  (he  "reminds  us 
that  "  we  have  in  Heaven  a  better  and 
"  more  enduring  fubflance"  than  this  world- 
Can  beftow  J  and  while  (he  reprefies  our  ib- 
Ucitude  rc(pe6ting  earthly  credit,  and  mo- 
Q.  derates ■ 
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CHAP,    derates  our  attachment  to  it,  (be  holds  fcMlh 

IV.       to  us,  and  bids  us  habitually  to  afpire^ter, 

'^-"'^^^  the  Iplendours  of  that  better  ftate,  where  is 

true  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality; 

thus  exciting  in  us  a  juft  ambition,  ^ited'to 

our,  high  origin,  and  worthy  of  our  large  ca- 

-   padties,  which  the  little,  mifplaced,  and  pe- 

rifhable  diftin^ions  of  this  life  would'  mviUQ 

attempt  to  fatisij'. 

bcneniiy        It  would  be  mere  wafte  of  timij  to  enter 

JJ^^*    into  any  laboured  argument  to  prove  at  large* 

^J^rf*    tliat  the  light  in  which  worldly  credit  tod 

bKifmn.    eiUmation  are  regarded,  by  the  bulk  of  pr(v- 

feffed  Chriftians,  is  extremely  different  frran 

that  in  which  they  arc  placed  by.tlie  page  of 

Scripture.      The  inordinate  love  of  worldly 

glory  indeed,  implies  a  paffion,  which  from 

the  nature  of  things  cannot  be  called  into 

exercife  in  the  generality  of  mankind,  be- 

caufe,  being  con\'erlant  about  great  objeds. 

It  can  but  rarely  fiivd  that  field  which  is  •  re- 

quiflte  for  its  exertions.   But  we  every  where 

difcovcr  the  fame  principle  reduced  to  the 

dimcnltons  «f  common  life,  and  modified  and 

direfted  according  to  every  one's  ipbere  of 

action.     We  may  difcover  it  in  a  iiipremc 

love    of   dillin£tion,   and  admiration,   and 

praiie;  in    the  universal  acc^ptablen^f^  of 

9  flattery; 
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■  .flattery;  and|  above  all»iathe  exceflive  valua-  sect. 
tion  of  our  worldly  chara^er,  in  that  watch-  *"• 
Fuhieis  with  which  it  is  guarded,  in  tliat  jea- 
loufy  whisn  it  i&  queilioned,  in  that  folicitude 
whcQ  it  is  in  danger,  in  that  hot  refcntmpnt 
when  it  is  attacked,  in  that  bittemcls  of  fytf- 
.ieringwhen  it  is  impaired  or  loft.  All  thefe 
'  emortions,  as  they  are  too  manifeA  to  be  Aif' 
puted,  fo  are  they  too  reputable  to  be  de- 
nied. Dtihonoui',  di%race,  and  fhame,  pre- 
ient  images  of  horror  too  dreadful  to  be 
faced;  they  are  evils,  which  it  is  thought 
the  mark  of  a  generous  Ijpirit  to  confider  as 
-excluding  every  idea  of  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment, .and  to  feel,  in  Oiort,  as  too  heavy  to 
be  borne. 

The  confequences  of  all  this  are  natural 
and  obvious.  Though  it  be  not  openly 
avowed,  that  wc  are  to  follow  after  worldly 
cftimation,'  or'  to  cfcape  from  worldly  difre- 
p\ite,  when  they  can  only  be  purfued  or 
avoided  by  declining  from  the  path  of  duty  ; 
nay,  though  the  contrary  be  recognized  as 
being  the  juft  opinion ;  yet  all  the  efFeft  of 
this  ipeculative  cpnceffion  is  foou  done  away 
m  faS.  Eftimating  worldly  credit  as  of 
the  higheft  intrinfic  excellence^  and  worldly 
fhame  as  thc/greateft  of  all  poffible  evils,  we 
'         Q  3^  Ibme- 
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CHAP,  fometimes  fhape  and  turn  the  patji,  pf  <3uty 
^  .'^'._,  "felf  ifrom  its  true  direction,  io.  as  it  may. 
t  favour  our  acquifitipn  of  the  one,  aiid  avoid-. 

a'lice  of  the  other  ;  or  w^en  this  cannot  be 

done,  we  boldly  and  openly  turn  afide  froni. 

it,  declaring  the  temptation  is  too  ftrong  to. 

Be  refiiled. 

Various  It  were  eafy  to  adduce  numerous  proofs  of 

ihTcr^thof  the  trutli  of  thefe  affertions.     It  is  proved, 
fin'tlimM    indeed,  by  that  general  tendency  in  Religion. 
^onj^on"'    ^'^  conceal  herlelf  from  the  vjew,  (for  we, 
ihi»  point    might  hope  that  m  thefe  cafes  Ihe  often  is . 
of  nominal  by  uo  mcans  altogether  extnict;  by  her  being 
apt  to  vanifK  from  our  con verfat ions,   and 
even  to  give  place  to  a  pretended  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  fentiments  and  conduft,  and  a  falfe 
fhew  of  infidelity.    It  is  proved,  by  that  com- 
plying acquiefcence  and  participation  in  the 
habitS'  and  manners  of  this  diffipated    age, 
.  which  has  almofl  confounded  every  external 
diftinflion  between  th&Chriftian  and  the  In- 
fidel, and  has  made  it  fo  rare  to  find   any 
one  who  dares  incur  the  charge  of  Chriftiai> 
Angularity,  or  who  can  fay  with  the  ApofHe 
that  "  he  is  not  afliamed  of  the  Gofiael  of 
Prooffrom  "  Chrift."     It  is  proved  (how  can  this  proof 
ot  Com-     be  omitted  by  one  to  whofe  lot  it^  has  fo  often 
"°""       fallen  to  witnefs  and  lament,  fometimes  he 

fears 
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'^rs  to  afford  air  mftance  of  it?)  by  that    sbct. 
quick  rcfentment,  thofe   bitter  contentions,       in. 
thofe  angry  retorts,  thofe  malicious  triumphs,  ^-'v-^' 
that  impatience  of  inferiority,  that  wakeful 
fenfc  of  paft  defeats,  and  promptnefs  to  re- 
venge them,  which  too  often  change  the  cha- 
raftcr  of  a  Chriftian  dehberative  Affembly,    ■ 
into  that  of  a  ftage  for  prize-fighters :  vio- 
lating at  once  the  proprieties  of  public  con- 
dufl,  and  the  rules  of  Ibcial  decorum,  and  re- 
nouncing and  chafing  away  all  the  charities 
of  the  Religion  of  Jefus ! 


But  from  all  leffer  proofs,  our  attention  is 
drawn  to  one  of  a  ftlU  larger  fize,  and  more 
determined  charader.  Surely  the  reader 
will  here  anticipate  our  mention  of  the  prac- 
tice of  Duelling :  a  practice  which,  to  the 
difgrace  of  a  Chriftian  fociety,  has  long  been 
fiiffered  to  exift  with  little  reAraint  or  oppo- 
(ition, 

This  praftice,  whilft  It  powerfully  fup- 
ptHrts,  chiefly  refts  on,  that  exceflive  over- 
valuation of  charafter,  which  teaches  that 
worldly  credit  is  to  be  prefcrved  at  any  rate, 
and  difgrace  at  emjy  rate  to  be  avoided.  The 
mreafonabknefi  of  duelUng  has  been  often 
Q  3  proved, 
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:HAr,   proved,  and  it  has  often  been  ihewntp  be 

J^'       criminal  on  various  principles :  ibmetimes  it 

has  been  oppoied  on  grounds  hardly  tenable  ; 

particularly  when  it  has  been  confidered  as 

an  indication  of  malice  and  revenge  (a).  But 

'^    it  ieems  hardly  to  have  been  enough  noticed 

Duelling  in  what  chiefly  confifts  its  effential  ^A\.\  that 
it  is  a  deliberate  preference  of  the  favour  of 
man,  before  the  favour  and  approbation  of 
God»  in  articuh  mortis.,  in  an  inAance,  where- 
in our  own  life,  and  that  of  a  fellow -creature 
are  at  ftake,  and  wherein  we  run  the  xiik  of 
rufliing  into  the  preftnce  of  our  Maker  ia 
the  very  a£l  of  offending  him.  It  wonld 
detain  us  too  long,  and  it  were  ibmewh^t 
befide  onr  prefent  purpofc,  to  enumerate 
the  miichievous  coiiiequences  which  refult 
from  this  praflice.  They  are  many  and 
great;  and  if  regard  be  had  merely  to  the 
temporal  interefls  of  men,  and  to  the  well- 
being  of  fociety,  they  are  but  poorly  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  plea,  which  muft  be  ad-- 
mitted  in  its  behalf  by  a  candid  obierver  of 
human  nature,  of  a  courtefy  and  refinement 
in  our  modern  manners  unknown  to  ancient 


{«)  Vide  Key's  Traft,  RodTeau's  EloUaj  and  ousy  pe- 
rlodlcil  Efla^s  and  Sermons. 


But 
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But  there  is  One  obfervat'ioD  which  muft  bict. 
riot  be  omitted,  aiid  which  feems  to  have  ttt. 
been .  too  much  overlooked.  In  the  judge-  ^' '" 
pient  of  that  Religion  which  requires  purity 
of  heart,  and  of  that  Being  to  whom,  as  was 
before  remarked,  "  thought  is  .a6Hon,"  he 
cannot  be  efteemed  innocent  of  this  crime, 
who  lives  in  a  fettled  habitual  determinatioa 
to  commit  it,  when  circum^ances  Oiall  call 
upon  him  {o  to  do  •.  This  is  a  cenfideratioa 
which  places  the  crime  of  duelling  on  a  dif- 
ferent footing  from  almo{l  any  other ;  indeed 
there  is  perhaps  no  other,  which  mankind 
habitually  and  deliberately  reicdve  to  pnrc- 
tife  whenever  the  temptation  ihall  occur.  It 
fliews  alfo  that  tlie  criniie  of  duelling  is  f<y: 
more  general  in  the  higher  claffes  than  is 
commonly  iiippoled,  and  that  the  whole  fum 
of  the  guilt  which  the  praftice  produces  is 
great,  beyond  what  has  perhaps  been  ever 
conceived  !  It  will  be  the  writer's  copifort 
to  have  folerrinly  fuggefted  this  confideration, 
to  the  confciences  of  thofe  by  whom  this 
impious  pra£lice  might  be  fupprefled  :  If 
fuch  there  be,  which  he  is  ftrongly  in- 
clined to  believe,  their's  is  the  crime,  and 

•  Vide  «  Whofoever  looketb  on  a  woman  to  lull  after 
■kcTa  tulfa  commttted  aduhery  widi  her,  kc"  Matt.  v.  aS. 

Q  4  their** 
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CHAP,   their-'s  the  ■  ftiQwnfibility  of  fuffering  it'  ta 
rv.       continue  (a)^ 

.  In  the  foregoing  obfervations,  it  has  ntH 
been  the  writer*s  intention  to  difcufs  com* 
pletely  that  copious  fubjeft,  the  love  of 
worldly  eftimation.  It  would  be  to  exceed 
the  limits  of  a  work  like  this,  fully  to  inveft 
tigate  To  large,  and  at  the  lame  time  fb  imo 
portant  a  topic.  Enough,  however,  may  have 
perhaps  been  laid,  to  make  it  evident  that 
this  principle  is  of  a  charader  highly  que/' 
tionable ;  that  it  Ihould  be  brought  under  ab> 
folute  fubjedion,  and  watched  with  the  moft 
jealous  care  :  That,  notwithllanding  its  lofty 
pretentions!  it  often  can  by  nQ  means  JuAiy 

(a)  The  writer  cannot  omit  this  oppprtunity  (^  decUv- 
ing,  that  he  OioultJ  long  ago  have  brought  this  fubneS  be- 
fore the  notice  of  Parltameiit,  but  for  9,  perfect  convidion 
that  he  Ihould  probably  thereby  only  give  encoungement' 
to  a  lyflcm  be  wiflics  to  fee  at  an  end.  The  praAkre  has 
been  at  different  periods  nearly  flopped  by  pofitive  lawf, 
in  various  nations  on  the  Continent  ■  and  th^re  can  be  little 
doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  what  has  been  more  than  once  fiig- 
gefled— ^  Court  of  Honour,  to  t^e  cognizance  of  fuch 
offences  as  would  luiturally  5dl  within  its  province.  The 
effe£ts  of  this  cAablilhnicnt  would  doubtlefs  require  w  be 
enforced  by  leglflative  provifions,  direflly  punlfhiiig  the 
prai^ce ;  and  by  difcouraging  at. court,  and  in  the  militaiy 
and  naval  fituations,  all  who  Ihoi^d  dire^y  or  Indirc^y  ^ 
guilty  c^  it. 

boaft 
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boaft  that  high ''origin  and  exalted  nature,     sect. 
which  its  fuperficial  admirers  are  difpofed  to       '*'• 
•concede   to  it.     What  real  intrinfic  effential 
value,  it  nught  be  aiked,  does  there  appear  to  '^'^  "■"   . 
be  in  -a.  virtue,  which  had  wholly  changed  its  ino«iin»te 
nature  and  charafter,   if  public  opinion  had  nuiieft<.."~ 
beendifFercQt?  But  it  is  in  truth  of  bafe  ex^  '"'^' 
traction,  and  ungenerous  qualities,  fpringing 
from  felfiihnefs  and  vanity,  and  low  ambi- 
tion; by  thcfe  it  fubiifts,  and  thrives,  and  a6ts ; 
and  envy,  and  jealoufy,  and  detraflion,  and 
hatred,  and  variance,  are  its  too  faithful  and 
natural  aflbciates.     It  is,  to  iay  the  heft  of  it, 
a  root  which  bears  fruits  of  a  poiibnous  as 
well  as  of  a  beneficial  quality.     If  it  Ibme- 
times  (timuiates  to  great  and  generous  enter- 
prifes,  if  it  urges  to  induftry,  and  fometimes 
to  excellence,    if  in   the    more    contracted 
iphere  it  produces  courteiy  arid  kindueis  ;  yet 
to  its  account  we  muft  place  the  ambition 
whieh  deiblates  nations,  and  many  of  the 
conapetttions  and   refentments   which  inter- 
r\ipt  the  harmony  of  focial  life.    The  former 
indeed  has  been  often  laid  to  its  charge,  but 
the  latter  have  not  been  fuffioiently  attended 
to  ;   and  flill  lefs  has  its  noxious  influence  on 
the  vital  principle,  and  diftinguifhing  graces 
of  the  .Chriftian  charaflcr,  been  duly  pointed 
out  and  enforced, 

To 
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ca4P.  To  read  indeed  the  writiogs  of  certalft 
ty-       Chriftian  moralifts,   faj  and  to  obferve  how 

^'^'^'"^  little  they  Teem  dilpofed  to  call  it  in  queftjon, 
except  where  it  raves  in  the  conqveror,  one 
ihould  be  ajmoft  tempted  to  fu4>e£t: ;  that, 
confidering  it  as  a  principle  of  fuch  potency 
•  and  prevalence,  as  that  they  muft  defjuir  of 
bringing  itintojun;  fubje^lion,  they  were  la- 
tent only  on  complimetiting  it  into  good  ho- 
mour  (like  thofe  barbarous  nations  whidt 
worlhip  the  evil  Spirit  through  fear ;)  or  ra- 
ther, that  they  were  making  a  fort  of  compo- 
fition  with  an  enemy  they  could  aot  mafter, 
and  were  willing,  ou  condition  of  its  giving 
jap  the  trade  of  war,  to  fijfier  it  to  ruleundil- 
iurbed,  and  range  at  pleafure. 

But  the  truth  is,  that  the  reaibnings  rf 
Chriftian  moralifts  too  often  exhibit  but  few 
traces  of  the  genius  of  Chriftian  morality. 
Of  this  pofition,  the  cafe  before  us  isaniu- 
ilance.  This  principle  of  the  defire  of  worldly 
diftinflion  and  applaufe,  is  often  allowed, 
-and  ev^n  commended,  with  too  few  quadifi- 
cations,  and  loo  little  referve.  To  covet 
wealth  is  bafe  and  fordid,  but  to  covet  h(Hiour 
is  treated  as  the  mark  of  a  generous  and  ex- 

(a)  Vide,  in  particular  a  paper  in  the  Guardian,  ij 
Addison,  on  Honoui,  Vol*  ii> 
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^Ited  natjire.  Thefc  writers  (carccly  feem  to  ibct. 
bear  in  mind,  that  though  the  principle  in  '"• 
quedion  tends  to  pre\'ent  the  commiflion  of 
tbofc  gr<^r  a£ls  of  vice  which  would  injure 
us  in  the  general  ^Aimation  ;  yet  that  it  not 
only  (lops  there,  but  that  it  there  begins  to 
exert  almoft  an  equal  ^ce  in  the  oppofite  dl- 
re£ti(Hi.  They  ^  not  confider  how  i^t  this 
principle  is,  even  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  who 
move  in  a  contrafled  ^here,  to^  fill  us  with 
vain  conceits,  and  vidous  paHious;  and,  above 
all,  how  it  tends  to  fix  the  afie£lions  on  earthly 
things,  and  to  ileal  away  the  heart  from  God. 
They  acknowledge  it  to  be  criminal  when  it 
produces  miichievous  efFe6ls,  but  forget  how  , 
apt  it  is,  by  the  Aibftitution  of  a  falfe  and 
corrupt  motive,  to  vitiate  the  purity  of  our 
good  B6lious,  depriving  them  of  every  thing 
which  rendered  them  truly  and  efTentialty  va- 
luable. That,  not  to  b&toohafBly  approved, 
hecaufc  it  takes  the  fide  of  virtue,  it  often 
works  her  ruin  while  it  afferts  her  caufe,  and, 
like  fome  vile  feduccr,  pretends  affeflion  only 
the  more  iiirely  to  betray. 

It  is  the  diftinguifhing  glory  of  Chriftianity  The  trw 


.  .      -  -      ibitpria- 

we  heart.    The  true  Chriftian,  in  obedience  °s^ 

to 
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CHAP,  jp  jjjg  leflbns  of  Scripture^  no  where  keeps 
^^_^^  over  himfelf  a  more  refolute  and  jealous  guard 
than  where  the  defire  of  human  eftimation 
and  diftinflion  is  in  queftion.  No  where  does 
he  more  deeply  feel  the  infufficiency  of  his 
unaflifted  ftrength,  or  more  diligently  and 
eameftly  pray  for  Divine  afliftance.  He  may 
well  indeed  watch  and  pray  againfl:  the  en- 
croachments of  a  paflion,  which,  when  fuf- 
fered  to  tranlgrefs  its  juft  limits,  difcovers  a 
peculiar  hoftility  to  the  dlftinguifliing  graces 
of  the  Chriftian  temper ;  a  paffion  which  muft 
'  inlenfibly  acquire  force,  becaufe  it  is  in  con- 
tinual excrcife  ;  to  which  jilmoft  every  thing 
without  adminlfters  nutriment,  and  the  growth 
of  which  within  is  favoured  and  ehcriihed  by 
fuch  powerful  auxiliaries  as  pride  and  felfilh- 
nels,  the  natural  and  perhaps  inexterminable 
inhabitants  of  the  human  Heart ;  of  which 
the  predominance,  if  eftabliftied,  is  thus  fo 
pernicious,  and  which  poiTefTes  ib  many  ad- 
•  vantages  for  effefUng  its  eftabliihment,  . 

Strongly  imprefled,  therefore,  with  & 
fenfe  of  the  indifpeniable  neceffity  of  guarding 
againft  the  progrels  of  this  encroaching  prin- 
ciple, in  humble  reliance  on  fuperior  aid,  the 
true  Chriftian  thankfoUy  ufes  the  meaas,  and 
habitually  excrcifes  iiimfelf  in  thccoufideia- 
tioiis 
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tions  and  motives,  fu^eiled  to  him  for  that 
purpofe  by  the  word  of  Qpd.  tie  is  much 
occupied  in  Icarching  out,  and  contemplating 
his  own  infirmities.  He  endeavours  to  ac- 
quire and  maintain  a  juft  convi*5lion  of  his , 
great  uriworthinefs  ; .  and  to  keep  in  continual 
remerabrance,that  whatever"  diftinguirtieshim- 
felf  from  others,  is  not  properly  his  oWn,  but ' 
that  he  is  altogether  indebted  for  it  to  the  un^. 
deferved  hounty  or  Heaven.  He  diligently 
endeavours  alio,  hahitually  to  preferve  ^juji 
lenfe  of  the  real  worth  of  human  diftinflioa 
and  applaufe,  knowing  that  he  fhall  covet 
them  lefs  when  he  has  learned  not  to  over- 
rate their  value.  He  labours  to  bear  in  mind, 
how  undcfervedly  they  are  often  beftowed, 
how  precarioufly  they  are  always  poflcfled. 
I'he  cenfures  of  good  men  juftly  render  him 
lufpicious  of  himlelfi  and  prompt  him  care- 
fully and  impartially  to  examine  into  thofc 
I'arts  of  his  charafter,  or  thofe  particulars  of 
his  condufl,  which  have  drawn  on  him  their 
aiiimadverfions.  The  favourable  opinion  and 
ihepraifes  of  good  men  are  juftly  acceptable 
to  him,  where  they  accord  with  the  teftlmony 
of  his  own  heart ;  that  teftimony  being  there- 
hy  confirmed  and  warranted.  Thofe  praifes 
favour  alfo  and  ftrengthen  the  growth  of  mu- 
tual confidence  and  affeftion,  where  it  is  his 
delight 
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•  MAP.  delight  to  form  friendfliips,  rich  not  \^  in 
'^^  life  than  comfort,  and  to  eftabUih  cpmieQionS 
which  may  laft  for  ever.  But  even  iii  the  cafe 
of  the  commendations  of  good  men,  he  buf- 
fers not  himfelf  to  be  begiiiled  into  ^  over- 
valuation of  them,  left  he  fhould  he  kd  to 
lubftitute  them  in  the  place  of  confcien^e. 
' He  guards againfl  this byrefle^Inghow uu^f- 
tin6tly  we  can  difcern  each  otker^s  motives 
how  little  enter  into  each  other's  circum- 
ftanccs,  how  miftakcn  therefore  may  be  the 
judgements  formed  of  us,  or  of  oiir  aSiops 
even  by  good  men,  and  that  it  is  far  Jrom 
improbable,  that  a  time  may  come  in  which 
we  may  be  compelled  to  forfeit  their  e^bepi, 
by  adhering  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  cdii- 
fciences. 

But  if  he  endeavours  thus  to  fit  looie  to  the 
favour  and  applaufe  even  of  good  men,  much 
more  to  thofe  of  the  world  at  large :  not  but 
that  he  is  fenfible  of  their  worth  as  means  and 
jnftruments  of  ufefulnefs  and  influence;  and 
under  the  limitations  and  for  the  ends  allowed 
in  Scripture,  he  is  glad  to  poffefs,  obfenant 
to  acquire,  and  careful  to  retain  them.  He 
confiders  them  however,  if  we  may  again 
introduce  the  metaphor,  like  the  precious 
,    metals,    as  having  rather  an  exchangeable 

than 
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(han  ahinfrinfic  value,  as  definable  not  firtiply  sect. 
in  their  poffeffion,  but  in  their  ufe.  In'  this  ni. 
view,  he  holds  himielf  to  be  rcfponfible  for  '-''"*"*^ 
that  Hvaie  of  them  which  he  enjoys,  and, 
to  continue  the  '6gure,  as  bound  ndt  to  let 
them  lie  by  him  Unemployed,  this  were  hofttxl- 
ing ;  not  to  lav^  them  prodigally,  this 
w^td  be  wafte;  not  imprudentiy  to  ftrif- 
apply  them,  this  were  folly  and  caprice  :  but 
as  under  an  obligation  to  regard  them  as  con- 
ferred on  him  that  they  might  be  brought 
intn  a£tion,  and  as  what  therefore  he  may 
liy  no  meauB  throw  away,  though  ready,  if  it 
be  rehired,  to  rcIinquiHi  them  with  cheer- 
fulnefs ;  £fiid  never  feeling  himfelf  at  liberty, 
in  confider ation  of  the  ule  he  intends  to  make 
of  then),  to  acquire  or  retain  them  unUrw- 
fiilly.  He  holds  it  to  be  his  bounden  duty  to 
feek  diligently  foroccafions  of  rendering  them 
fubfervient  to  their  t(4e  purpoles  ;  and  when 
arty  fuch  occaiion  is  tound,  to  expend  them 
clwerfiilly  ahd  liberally,  but  with  difcretioti 
tmi  fru^lity  ;  being  ito  lefs  prudent  in  deter- 
mining the  meafure,  than  in  Telexing  the  ob-  . 
je£h  of  tKeir  {plication,  that  they  may- 
go  the  farther  by  being  thus  managed  with 
QRonomy. 

ACTINS 


by  Google 


d4<^  hREVAILIKO    iVADEOyATl    CONCEPTHMliS 

cHAi*.  Acting  therefore  on  thefe  principles,  y< 
*^^  will  ftudioufly  and  diligently  ufe  any-  degred, 
of  worldly  credit  he  may  enjoy,  in  removing- 
or  lelTening  prejudices  j  in  conciliating  good-'. 
will,  and  thereby  making  way  fortJocle^ 
pbflniited  progrefs  of  truth}  and  in  provid-" 
ing  fqr  its  being  entertained  with  candour,  or 
qven  with  favour^  by.thofe  who  would  bar  all 
accefs  againd-  it  in  any  rougher  or  more 
honaely  formt  He  will  make  it  his  bufineia 
to  fet  on  foot  and  forward  benevolent  and 
ufeful  fchemes  i  and  where  they  require  unit-' 
ed  edbrtSt  to  obtain  and  preferve  for  them  this 
co-oi)erationk  fie  will  endeavour  to  difcoun' 
tenance  viccj  to  bring  modeft  mdrit  into  no^ 
tice  ;  to  lend  as  it  were  his  light  to  men  (rf' 
real  worth,  but  of  lefs  creditable  name,  and 
perhaps  of  leis  conciliating  qualities  and  roan* 
ners  ;  that  they  may  thus  (bine  with  a  rcflec-' 
ted  luftre,  and  be  ufeful  in  their  turn»  when 
invefled  with  their  jufl  eftimatiou.  But  while 
by  thefe  and  various  other  means  be  ftrives  to 
render  his  reputation,  fo  long  as  he  poflel^ 
it,  fubfervJent  to  the  great  ends  of  advancing 
the  caufe  of  Religion  and  Virtue,  and  of. pro* 
moting  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  mankind} 
he  will  not  tranfgrefs  the  rule  of  the  Scrip- 
ture precepts  in  order  to  obtain,  tocultivate^ 
or  to  preferve  it,  refolutcly  difclaiming  that 
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^ngcrous  itbphiftry  of  "  doing  evil  that  good 
**:inay  come."  Ready  however  to  relinquilh 
Hs  reputation  when  required  lb  to  do,  he  will 
not  throw  it  away ;'  and  fo  &r  as  he  alloW'> 
abiy  may,  he  will  cautioufly  avoid  bccafiona 
of  diininiihing  it,  inftead  of  Itudioufly  feek" 
ing,  or  needleisly  multiplying  them,  as  feems 
ibmetimes  to  have  been  the  praflice  of  worthy 
but  imprudent  men.  There  will  be  no  ca- 
piicious  humours,  no  lelfifli  tempers,  no  mo- 
rofenels,  no  difcourtefy,  no  affefted  feverity. 
of  deportment,  no  peculiarity  of  language,  no 
Iiidcdent  negleft,  or  wanton  breach',  of  the  or- 
dinary forms  or  fefliions  of  fociety.  His  re- 
putation is  a  pofTeflioii  capable  of  ules  too 
irtiportanf  to  be  thus  fported  away ;  if  fa- 
trificed  at  all,  it  Hiall  be  facrificed  at  the 
call  of  duty.  The  world  (hall  be  conftrained 
to  allow  hJni  to  be  amiable,  as  well  as  relpec- 
table  in  other  parts  of  his  charafter;-  though 
in  what  regards  Religion,  they  irfay  account 
him  unreafonably  precife  and  'ftrifl. '  In  this 
no  left  than  in  other  pArticulars,-,he'will.en-. 
deavour  to  reduce  the'eneraies'of'-Religion  to 
adopt  the  confeflion 'of  the  accufersof  thejew- 
iih  ruler,  "  we  fliall  not  find  any  fault  or  occafion 
**  againft  this  Daniel^except  concerning  the 
"  law  of  his  God:"  and  even  there,  if  he  give 
c^^mce,  it  wiQ  (Mily  be  where  he  dares  not  do- 
R  otherwife ; 
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otherwife ;  and  if  he  i^  into  difcileem  or 
di^race,  it  flnU  not  be  chargeable  to  an^ 
condufi  which  ib  juftly  diflH>aourable»  or  eveA 
to  any  unneceflaiy  finguhu-ities  on  his  pait^ 
but  to  the  &lle  ftandard  of  citimation  of  a 
misjudging  world.  When  his  chara£tek'  is 
thus  mifbiken,  or  his  conduS  thus  nuibon- 
ihuedfhe  will  not  wmp  him&lf  up  in  a  rayi- 
teiious  fullennefs  ;  but  will  be  ready^  where 
Ik  thiiiks  any  one  will  hften  to  him  with 
patience  and  candour,  to  clear  up  what 
has  been  dubious,  to  explain  what  has  been 
imperfe£lly  known,  and  *'  Q>eaking  the  truth 
**  in  love"  to  cmre£t,  if  it  may  be,  the  erro* 
neous  impreflions  which  have  been  concnvcd 
of  him.  He  may  ibmetimes  feel  it  his  duty 
publicly  to  vindicate  his  chara£ler  from  unjuft 
reproach,  and  to  repel  the  falfe  charges  of 
his  enemies  ;  but  he  will  carefully,  however, 
watch  againft  being  led  away  by  pride,  or 
being  betrayed  into  ibme  breach  of  truth  or 
pf  Chriftian  charity,  when  he  is  treading  in  a 
path  Co  dangerous.  At  flich  a  time  he  will 
alio  guard,  with  more  than  ordinary  circum- 
^ledion,  againft  any  undue  Solicitude  about 
his  worldly  reputi^on  for  its  own  fake ;  and 
when  he  has  done  what  duty  requires  for  its 
vindication,  he  will  Ht  down  with  a  peace- 
able and  quiet  mind,  and  it  will  be  inatter  o^ 
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no  very  deep. concern  to  him  if  his  endea-  sect. 
vours  ihould  have  been  ineiFefhial.  If  good  '"• 
men  in  every  age  and  nation  have  been  often 
unjuftly  calumniated  and  dilgraced,  and  if,  m  "^ 
fuch  circumilances,  even  the  darknefs  of  pa- 
ganifm  has  been  able  contentedly  to  rcpofc 
itfelf  on  the  conicioufnefs  of  innocence,  Ihall 
pne  who  is  cheered  by  the  Chriftian's  hope, 
who  is  afTured  alfb,  that  a  day  will  fhortly 
come  in  which  whatever  is  iecret  Oiall  be 
made  manifell,  and  the  miftaken  judgements 
of  men,  perhaps  even  of  good  men,  being 
corre£ted,  that  **  he  ihall  then  have  praife  of 
*'  God ;"  fhall  fuch  an  one,  I  lay,  fink?  (hall 
he  even  bend  or  droop  under  iiich  a  trial  ? 
They  might  be  more  excufable  in  ovcr-va»  < 
luing  h^man  reputation,  to  whom  all  beyond 
the  grave  was  dark  and  cheerless.  They  alfi> 
might  be  more  eafily  pardoned  for  purliiingy 
with  fome  degree  of  eagemefs  and  Iblicitude, 
that  glory  which  might  furvive  tliem,  thus 
feelung  as  it  were  to  extend  the  narrow 
ipan  of  their  earthly  exifience :  but  far 
different  is  our  cafe,  to  whom  theie  clouds 
are  rolled  away,  and  **  life  and  immortality 
"  brought  to  light  by  the  Go^l."  Not  but 
that  worldly  fayour  anddiAin£kion  are  amongft 
the  befl  things  this  world  has  to  offer:  bi|t 
the  ChriAian  knows  it  is  the  very  condition 
.  R  a  of 
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of  his  calling,  not  to  have  his  portion  here; 
and  as  in  the  cafe  of  any  other  earthly  en- 
joyments, lb  in  thpt  alfo  of  worldly  honour, 
he  dreads,  left  his  fupreme  affeftions  being 
thereby  gratified,  it  ftiould  be  hereafter  faid 
to  him  '•  remember  that  thou  in  thy  life-time 
.  "  reccivedft  thy  good  things." 

IJe  lis  required  by  his  holy  calling  to  be 
vlfloripus  over  the  world ;  and  to  this  vic- 
tory^  the  conqueft  of  the  dread  of  its  dif- 
cftceni  and  diftionour  is  efientially  and  indif- 
penfably  required.  He  reflects  on  thofe  holy 
men  who  "  had  trial  of  cruel  mockings ;" 
he  reinemljers  that  our  blelTed  Saviour  hira- 
ielf  "  was  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men ;" 
and  what  is  he,  that  he  (hould  be  exempted 
from  the  common  lot,  or  think  it  much  to 
bear  the  fcandal  of  his  profeflion  ?  If  there- 
fore lie  is  creditable  and  popular,  he  confiders 
this,  if  the  phrafe  may  be  pardoned,  as  fome- 
thing  beyond  his  bargain  ;  and  he  watches 
himieif,  with  double  care,  left  he  fhould 
grow  over-fond  of  what  he  may  be  ftiortly 
called  upon  to  relinquifh.  He  meditates  often 
on  the  probability  of  his  being  involved  in  fuch 
circumftances,  as  may  render  it  neceflary  for 
him  tofubjeft  himlelf  to  difgrace  and  obloquy; 
tints  familiarizing  himfelf  with  them  betimes, 

and 


by  Google 


OP    PRACTICAt     CHRISTIAMITV.  345 

and  preparing  himlclf,  that  when  the  tiymg    sbct. 
hour  arrivftthey  may  not  take  him  unawares.       '"* 
■  "■  I 
But  the' cultivation  of  the  define  of  "  that    -' 
"  honour  which  comcth  from  God,"  he  finds 
the    moft  efFeftual  means    of  bringing  his 
mind  into  a  proper  temper,   in  what  regards 
the  love  of  human  approbation.     Chriftian  ! 
would  thou  indeed  reduce  this  affection  under 
juft  controul — -furfum   corda !    Rife  on   the    • 
wings  of  contemplation,  until  thcpraifes  and 
the  cenlures  of  men  die  away  upon  the  ear, 
and  the  ftill  fmall  voice  of  confcience  is  no 
loDger  drowned  by  the    din  of  this  nether 
world.     Here  the  fight   is  apt  to  be  occupied 
with  earthly  objefts,   and  the  hearing  to  be 
engrolTed  with  earthly  founds ;  but  there  thou 
flialt  come  within  the  view  of  that  refplen- 
dent  and  incorruptible  crown,  which  is  held 
forth  to  thy  acceptance  in  the  realms  of  light, 
and  thine  car  fball  be  regaled  with  Heavenly  . 
melody  !  Here  we  dwell  in  a  variable  atmo- 
fphere — -the  profpeft  is  at  one  time  darkened 
by  the  gloom  of  difgrace,  and  at  another  the         \    ■ 
eye  is  dazzled  by  the.  gleamings  of  glory  :   but 
thou  haft  now  afcended  above  this  inconftant 
region  ;  no  ilorms  agitate,  no  clouds  obicure 
the  air,    and  the  lightnings  play,  and   the 
thunders  roll  beneath  thee. 

R  3  Thus, 
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CHAP.  Thus,  at  chofen  feafons,  the  Chriflian 
IV.      cxercifes  himfelf;  and  when,  from  this  ele- 

'■'*"*'  vated  region  he  defcends  into  the  plain  be- 
low, and  mixes  in  the  buftle  of  life,  he  ftill 
.  retains  the  impreflions  of  liis  more  retired 
hours.  By  thefe  he  realizes  to  himfelf  the 
unleen  world;  be  accuAoms  himfelf  to  ipeak 
and  a£las  in  theprefenceof "  an  innumerable 
'*  company  of  angels,  and  of  the  ipirits  of 
'*  juft  men  made  perfeft,  and  of  God  the 
"Judge  of  all;"  the  confcioufncls  of  their 
ai>probation  cheers  and  gladdens  his  ibul, 
under  the  (cof^  and  reproaches  of  an  undif- 
corning  world,  and  to  his  delighted  ear,  their 
united  praifes  form  a  harmony  which  a  few 
difcordant  earthly  voices  cannot  interrupt. 

But  though  the  Chriilian  be  (bmetimes 
enabled  thus  to  triumph  over  the  inordinate 
love  of  human  applaufe,  he  does  not  there- 
ibre  deem  himfelf  fecure  from  its  encroach- 
ments. On  the  contrary,  he  is  aware,  fo 
ftrong  and  aftive  is  its  principle  of  vitality,  that 
even  where  it  feems  extinfl,  let  but  circum- 
ibuices  favour  its  revival,  and  it  will  fpring 
forth  again  m  renewed  vigour.  And  as  his 
watchfulnefs  muft  thus  during  life  know  no 
termination,  becaufe  the  enemy  will  ever  be 
at  hand ;  ib  it  muft  be  the  more  clofe  and  vi- 
*  gUant, 
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gilant,  becaufe  he  is  ho  where  free  fT<Mn  sict. 
danger,  but  is  on  every  fide  open  to  at- 
tack. •*  Sume  fiiperbiam  quKiitam  mentis," 
was  the  maxim  of  a  worldly  moralifl :  but 
the  Chriftian  is  aware,  that  he  is  particu- 
larly aJHulable  where  he  really  excels;  there 
he  is  in  efpecial  danger,  left  his  motives,  ori- 
ginally pure,  being  infeniibly  corrupted,  he 
ihould  be  betrayed  into  an  anxiety  about 
worldly  favour,  falfc  in  principle  or  excef- 
five  in  degree,  when  he  is  endeavouring  to 
render  his  virtue  amiable  and  refpefled  in 
the  eyes  of  others,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
Scripture  injun61ion,  is  willing  to  let  his 
**  light  ib  ihine  before  men,  that  they  may  ' 
•*  fee  his  good  works,  and  glorify  his  Father 
**  which  is  in  heaven." 

He  watches  himfelf  alfo  on  fmall  as  well 
as  on  great  occaiions :  the  latter  indeed,  in 
the  cafe  of  many  peribns,  can  hardly  ever 
be  expefled  to  occur,  whereas  the  former 
are  continually  prefenting  thcmfelves :  and 
thus,  whilft  on  the  one  hand  they  may  be 
rendered  'highly  ufeful  in  forming  and 
ftrengthcning  a  juft  habit  of  mind  with  re- 
Ipeft  to  the  opinion  of  the  world ;  fo,  on  the 
other,  they  are  the  means  moft  at  hand  fOT 
R  4  enabling- 
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CHAP,  enabling  xis  to  diicovef  our  own  real  chara<£lcr. 
'/•      Let  not  this  be  flightly  p^ed  over.     If  any 

^-^^'7-^  one  finds  hjmfelf  Ihriuking  from  difreiMite  or 
djfefteemin  little  inftances;  but  apt  to  folace 
himfelf  with  the  perfuafion,  that  his  fpirits 
being  fully  called  forth  to  the  encounter,  he 
could  boldy  iland  the  brunt  of  ftiarper  trials ; 
If t  him  be  flow  to  give  entertainment  to  ih 
beguiling  a  fuggefHon;  aqd  l?t  him  not  for- 
get that  thcfe  httle  inftances,  where  po  credit 
is  to  be  got,  and  the  vain?fl;  can  find  fmall 
room  for  felf-eomplacency,  furnifti  perhaps 
the  trqefl:  tefts  whether  we  are  afli.amed  of 
the  Golpel  of  Chriftj  apd  aic  willing,  on 
principles  really  pure,  Jo  bev  reproach  for 
the  name  of  Jeius. 

The  Chriftian  too  is  well  aware  that  the 
excelfive  defire  of  human  approbation  is  a 
paifion  of  fo  fubtile  a  nature,  that  there  is 
nothing  intQ  which  it  cannot  penetrate  :  an4 
from  mucl>  experience,  leaming  to  difcover 
if  where  i(  would  lurk  iinieen,  and  to  deleft 
it  under  its  niore  fpecious  difgui(es,  he  finds, 
tjiat  elfewhere  difallowed  and  excluded,  it  is 
apt  to  infinuate  itfelf  intp  his  very  religion, 
where  it  eipecially  delights  to  dwell,  and 
obftinately  maintains  its  refidence.  Proutl 
0tty  and  pft^Qtatious  cli^ity,  and  all  the 
piorg 
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more  open  efieds  it  there  produces,   have    sict. 
been  often  xondonned,  and  we  may  dilcovCr      J"* 
the  tendencies  to  them  in  oijtrielves,  with- 
out difficult}'.     But  where  it  aj^arg  not  i<>  - 
large   in  bulk,    and   in  (hape  ib  unambi- 
guous,  let  its    operation   be  Aitl  JufpeOed. 
L«t  not  the  ChhfHan  Cuffet  himfelf  to  be' 
deceived   by  any  external   diflimilitudes  -  be-  ' 
tween  himlelf  and  the  world  around  him, 
tnifting  perhaps  to  the  fmcerity  of  the  prin- 
ciple to   which  they  originally  owed  their  ' 
riie;  but  let  him  beware  left  through  the  in-  ■ 
fenfibie  encroachments  of  the  iiibtile  uiurper,  ■ 
his  religion  fhduld  at  length  have  **  only  a 
"  name  to  live,"  being  gradually  robbed  o£ 
its  vivifying  principle  ;    left  he  (hould   be ' 
chiefly  preferved  in   his  religious  courfe  by " 
the  dread  of  incurring  the  charge  of  levity, 
for  quitting  a  path  on  which  he  had  delibe- 
rately entered.  Or  where,  on  a  ftri6l  and  im- 
partial fcrutiny  of  his  governing  motives,  he 
may  fairly  conclude  this  not  to  be  the  cafe, 
let  him  beware  left  he  be  influenced  by  this 
principle  in  particular  parts  of  his  charac- 
ter, and  efpecially  where  any  external  fin- 
gularities  are  in  queftion  j  clofely  fcrutiniz- 
iBg  his  apparent  motives,  left  he  fhould  be 
prompted  to  his  more  than  ordinary  religious 
pblcrvances,  and.be  kept  froiji  participating 
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cHAr.  m  the  Ucentknuplcafures  of  a  diilipated  age, 
»T*      not  fo  much  by  a  vigorous  priDCtpde  of  in- 

^""""^  ternal  hoUncfs,  as  by  a  fear  of  Icflcnii^ 
lum&lf  in  the  good  <^in^Q  of.  the  An£Uf 
circle  of  his  aflbciates,  or  of  fuffering  even 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  world  at  large*  by 
violating  the  proprieties  of  his  aHumed  cha- 
rafter. 

futiag  To  thoie  who,  in  the  important  particulsr 

"2^  whieh  we  have  been  fo  long  difcuffing,  wifli 
"^»  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  injunflions  of 
noL  tw.  the  word  of  God,  we  mad  advife  a  laborious 
„y^|lo„.  watchfvtlneis,  a  jealous  guard,  a  clofe  and 
frequent  fcrutiny  of  their  own  hearts,  tl»t 
they  may  not  miftake  their  real  charafter,  and 
too  late  find  themfelves  to  have  been  nuf- 
taken,  as  to  what  they  had  conceived  to  be 
their  governing  motives.  Above  all,  let 
them  labour,  with  humble  prayers  for  thi 
Divine  afliflauce,  to  fix  in  themfelves  a  deep, 
habitual,  and  pra^ical  fenle  of  the  excellence 
of  **  that  honour  which  cometh  from  God," 
and  of  the  comparative  worthleiTnefs  of  alt 
earthly  eftimation  and  pre-eminence.  In 
truth,  unlefs  the  afTcfUons  of  the  foul  be  thus 
predominandy  engaged  bn  the  fide  of  hea- 
venly, in  preference  to  that  of  human  honour, 
though  we  may  have  relinquiOied  the  pur-, 
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fultof  &me,  wc  ihall  not  have  acquired  that  sict. 
finn  contexture  of  mind,  which  can  bear  iii. 
difgrace  and  fhame  without  yielding  to  the  ^*"***' 
prelTure.  Between  theie  two  ftates  there  is 
a  wide  iaterval,  and  be  who,  on  a  fober  re- 
view of  his  condu£l  and  motives,  finds  rea- 
foo  to  believe  he  has  arrived  at  the  one,  mufl: 
not  therefore  conclude  he  has  reached  the 
other.  To  the  one,  a  little  uatural  mode- 
ration and  quietneis  of  temper  may  be  fuffi- 
cieat  to  conduS  us :  but  to  the  other,  we 
can  only  attain  by  much  difcipline  and  flow 
advances ;  and  when  we  think  we  have  made 
great  way,  we  (hall  often  find  reaibn  to  con- 
fels  in  the  hour  of  trial,  that  we  had  great- 
ly, far  too  greatly,  over-rated  our  progrcls," 

When  engaged  too  in  the  profecution  of 
this  courfe,  we  mufl  be  aware  of  the  fhares 
which  lie  in  our  way,  and  of  the  deceits  to 
which  we  are  liable :  and  we  mufl  be  pro- 
vided agarnfl  thele  impofttions,  by  having 
obt^ned  a  full  and  diflin£t  conception  of 
the  temper  of  mind  with  regard  to  human 
favour,  which  is  prefcribed  to  us  in  Scrip- 
ture; ahd-  by  continually  examining  our 
hearts  and  -Uves,  to  afcertain  how  for  they 
correlpond  with  it.  This  will  prevent  our 
fubflicuting  contemplation  in  the  place  of  ac- 
tion. 
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CKA  p,  tioiii,  aftd  giving  ourfelves  too  much  up  to  thofc 
'.Y*       religious  meditations  which  were  formerly  re- 

^"^"^^"""^  commended,  in  which  we  rauft  not  indulge 
to  the  negleft  of  the. common  ciuUes  of  life  : 
this  will  prevent  oiur  miftaking  the  gratifica- 
tion .of  an  indolent  teknper  for  the  Chriftian's 
djfregard  of  fame;  for,  never, let  it  be  for- 
gptteil,  \*e  muft  deferve  cftimation,  though  we 
may  n^t  pojfefs  it,  foxciiig  men  of  the  ivQrld  to 
acknowledge,  that  we  do  not  want  their 
boaft<jd  fpring  .  of  ■  aftion  to  iel  us  iu  mo- 
tipn;  but  that  its  place  is  better  iupphed  to 
115  by  another,  which  produces  all  the  good 
Gf.thciE's  without  its  evil ;  thus  demonftrat- 
iug  the  fuperiority ;  of  the  principle  which 
aniipates  us,  by  the  fuperior  utility  and  ex- 
cellence of  its  effects.  This  principle,  in 
order  to  be  pure  «nd  genuine,  though  nerved 
with  more  than  mortal  firmnefe,  muft.  be 
fweetened  by  love,  and  tempered  widi  hu- 
mility. The  former  of  thete  qualities  will- 
render  us  kind,  friendly,  and  beneficent, 
preventing  our  being  no  longer  on  the  watch 
to  *  promote  the  happinefs  or  comfort  of 
others,  than  whilft  we  are  ftimulated  by  the 
defire  of  their  applaufe ;  the  producejof  which 
paflion,  whatever  may  be  vaunted  of,  its  ef- 
fe6ts  pn  focial  intercourfe,  is  often  no- 
thing better  than  felfiihiielsy  but  ill  conceal - 
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«d  under  a  fuperficial  covering  of  .exterior    lEct 
courtefy,  "'- 

HuMiLiTT,  again,  reducing  us  in  our  owa 
value,  will  moderate  our  claims  on  wprldly 
cftimation.  It  will  check  our  tendency;  to 
oftentation  and  diiplay,  prompting  usirather 
to  avoid,  than  to  attra6t  notice.  ,  It  wiU  d']£- 
pofe  us  to  fit  down  in  quiet  ofefcurity,  though^ 
judging  ourfelves  impartially,  we  believe 
ourfelves  better  entitled  to  crejlit,  than.thofe 
on  whom  it  is  conferred ;  glofing  tht  .en- 
trance again  A  a  proud,  painful, ;  and  ma^g^ 
nant  paffion,  from  which,  undgr  fuch  cir- 
cumftancee,  we  can  ptherwiie  be  hardly  free, 
the  paflion  of  "  high  difdain  fromifenfe  of 
"  injured  merit."  !: 

Love  and  humility  wiU  concur  in  produc- 
ing a  frame  of  mind,  not  more  diftlnft  from 
an  ardent  thirft  of  glory,  than  from  that  fri- 
gid difregard,  or  inlblent  contempt,  or  pften- 
tatious  renunciation  of  human  favour  and 
diftinftion,  which  we  have  fometlmes  ieen 
oppofed  to  it.  Thefe  latter  qualities  may  not 
unfrequently  be  traced  to  ailothful,  fenfual, 
and  felfifh  temper;  to  the  confciouibe^  of 
being  unequal  to  any  great  and  generous  at- 
tempts;; 
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CHAP,  tempts;  Co  the  diiappointment.  of  Ichemes 
>V'      of  ambition  or  of  glory :  to  a  little  perfonal 

^-"V^*^  experience  of  the  world's  capricious  and  in- 
conftant  humour.  The  renunciation  in  thefe 
cafes,  however  lententious,  is  often  far  from 
fincere ;  and  it  is  even  made  not  unfre- 
quently,  with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of 
that  very  diftinilioh  which  it  affeQs  to  dif- 
claim.  In  fbme  other  of  thefe  inflances, 
the  over-valuation  and  inordinate  dcfire  of 
worldly  credit,  however  difavowed,  are  abun- 
dantly evident,  from  the  merit  which  is  af- 
llimed  for  rclinquifhing  them ;  or  from  that 
four  and  fflrly  humour,  which  betrays  a 
gloomy  and  a  corroded  mind,  galled  and  fret- 
ting under  the  irritating  fenfe  of  the  want  of 
that  which  it  mofl  wifhes  to  pofTefs. 

But  for  different  Is  the  temper  of  a  Chrif- 
■tian.  Not  a  temper  of  fordid  fenfuality,  or 
lazy  apathy,  or  dogmatizing  pride,  or  difap- 
pointed  ambition:  morp  truly  independent 
of  worldly  eflimation  than  philofophy  with 
all  her  btxifh,  it  forms  a  perfeft  contrafl  to 
Epicurean  felfifhnefs,  and  to  Stoical  pride, 
and  to  Cynical  brutfdity.  It  is  a  temper 
compounded  of  firmnefs,  and  complacency, 
and  peace,  and  love;  and  manifefling  itfelf 
in  ads  of  )undae&  and  o(  courtefy;  a  kind- 
nefs, 
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ne&t  not  preteaded  but  genuine;  a  courtely,  siciv 
not  falfe  and  lupeiiici^  but  cordial  and  flu- 
cere.  In  the  hour  of  popularity.it  is  aot  iu- 
toxicated,  or  infotent;  in  the  hour  of  unpo- 
pularity, it  is  not  deluding  ormorofe;  un- 
ftiaken  in  conftftncy,  unwearied  in  benevo- 
lence, firm  without  roughneis,  and  ailiduqug 
without  lervility, 

NoTwrxH  STANDI  MO  the  great  impoTtabce 
of  the  topic  which  we  have  been  inveftigatmg^ 
it  will  require  much  indulgence  on  the  part 
of  the  reader,  to  excufe  the  drtproportionate  ' 

length  into  which  the  diicuflion  has  been  al^ 
mtfft  infei^ly  drawn  out :  yet  this,  it  i» 
hoped,  may  not  be  without  its  uies,  if  the 
wrtt<ir  have  in  aiiy  degree  iucceeded  in  )iig 
endebvour,  to  point  out  the  dangerous  quali- 
ties and  unchriitian  tendencies  of  a  prrnciple^. 
of  fuch  general  predominance  throughout  the 
higher  clafTcs  of  fociety,  and  to  iiiggeft  to  th& 
ferious  inquirer  fome  pra^ical  hints  for  its  re- 
gulation and  controuh  Since  the  principlb 
too,  of  which  we  have  been  treating,  is  onerf 
the  moft  ordinary  modificatiwis  of  pride ;  the 
difcuflion  may  alfo  ferve  in  ibme  degree  la 
fupply  a  manifeft  deficiency,  a  deficiency  to 
be  a&ribed  to  the  fear  of  trelpailtng  too  ^ 
on  the  reader's  patience,  in  having  butfli^t- 

Dm,l,ZL.d0yG00gIe 


■2j£  Plt£TAHJir9  'IVADSQpATI  ICDKCSPTIOHS 

pH  A  P.  ly  touched  oa.the  allowed  prevalence  of  that 

iiv.  mafter  pallion,  and  on  the  allowed  ncglcfl  of 

^""^''^^  its  oppoUt^,  immitity.    :  


:  Sect.     IV. 

'Che  generally  prevailing  ^rror^  qf/uhftitutin^ 
mniMe  'Tempers  and  ufefitl  Lives  'in  ihe 

.  place  of  Religion^  fiated  and  confuted;  with 
Mints  to  real  Chrijlians. 

J 
CtnoiWr  ■  THERE  is  another  praftical  error  very 
pr^diii^  generally  prevalcntt  the.  efFoSls  of  which  are 
highly  injurious  to  the  caufe  of  ReUgioli;  aod 
.which  in  particular  is  often  Jjrought  forward 
when,  upon  Chriftian  princlptes,  any  advo- 
.cates.  for  Chrifljaiiity,  .would  preis,  the  prac- 
tice of  Chriftian  virtues.    , 

The  error  to  which  we  allude:,  is  that  of 
.exaggerating  the  merit  of  certain  amiable  and 
uleful  qualities,  an,d  gf  confidering  .them  as 
of  themfelves  Sufficient  to  compenfate  for 
the  want  of  the  fupreme  love  and  fear  of 
.God. 

It  fecms  to  be  an  opinion  pretty  generally 
prevalent,  that  kindneis  ^id  fwe^nels  oi  tem- 
per; 
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"per;  iympathttiiigi benevolent,  and  generous  ssct. 
affeftions ;  attention  to  what  in  the  world's  ^'J'  ^ 
eftimation  are  the  demeftic,  relative,  and  Ib- 
cial  duties ;  and  above  all  a  life  of  general 
aftivity  and  ufefulnefs,  may  well  be  allowed, 
in  our  imperfect  ftatc,  to  make  up  for  the  dc- 
feft  of  what  in  ftrift  propriety  of  Ipeech  is 
termed  Religion. 


Many  indeed  will  unreiervedly  declare, 
and  more  will  hint  the  opinion,  that  "  the  on  thu 
"  (^fference  between  the  qualities  above- 
"  meotioned  and  Religion,  is  rather  a  ver- 
"  bal  or  logical,  than  a  real  and  cfTential 
*'  difference ;  for  in  truth  what  are  they  but 
"  Religion  in  fubftance  if  not  in  name  ?  Is 
"  it  not  the  great  end  of  Religion,  and  in 
*'  particular  the  glory  of  Chriftianity,  to  ex- 
**  tingaiih  the  malignant  paflions ;  to  curb 
**  the  violence,  to  controul  tlie  appetites, 
**  and  to  fmqoth  the  afperities  of  man ;  to 
*'  make  us  compaflionate  and  kind,  and  for- 
*'  giving  one  to  another ;  to  make  us  good 
'^-hufbands,  good  fathers,  good  friends,  and 
"  to  render  us  adiive  and  ufeful  in  the  dif- 
**  charge  of  the  relative,  foetal,  and  civil  du- 
**■  ties  ?  We  do  not  deny  that  in  the  general 
**  mals  of  ibciety, :  and  particularly  in  the 
*  lower  orders,  fuch  condu6i  and  tempers 
S  "  cannot 
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"  cannot  be  diffiiled  and  mainlined  by  bny 
"  other  medium  than  that  of  Religion.  But 
*'  if  the  end  be  effefled,  fiircly  it  is  only  un- 
•*  nece{&iy  refinement  to  difputc  about  the 
"  means.  It  is  even  to  forget  yoar  own  prin- 
**  ciples  ;  and  to  rcfufe  ib  juft  place  to  folid 
"  praftical  virtui,  while  you  aflign  too  high 
^*  a  value  to  fpeculative  opinions." 

Thus  a  fatal  diftinftion  is  admitted  be- 
tween Morality  and  Religion  :  a  great  and 
dcfperate  error,  of  which  it  is  the  more  ne- 
ceffary  to  take  notice ;  becaufe  many  who 
would  condemn,  as  too  ftrong,  the  language 
in  which  this  opinion  is  fbmetimes  openly 
avowed,  are  yet  more  or  lefs  tinilured  with 
the  notion  itfelf ;  and  under  the  habitual  and 
almofl  unperceived  influence  of  this  beguil- 
ing fuggeftion,  are  vainly  folacing  their  ima- 
ginations, and  repreffing  their  well-grounded 
feare  concerning  M«r  own  ftate ;  and  are  alfo 
quieting  their  juft  folicitude  concerning  the 
Spiritual  condition  of  olAerSy  and  foothing 
themlelves  in  the  negled  of  friendly  endea- 
vours for  their  improvement. 

There  can  hardly  be-a  ftronger  proof  oF 

the  curfory  and  fuperficial  -views,  with  which 

men  are  apt  to  fatisfy  themfolves  in  religious 
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Concerns,  than  the  prevalence  of  the  «pinion    aEtr, 
here  in  qucAion  ;  the  falfehood  and  ibphiflry       iv.  - 
of  which  muft  be.  acknowledged  by  any  one  ^■*'~*'^ 
who,  admitting  the  authority  of  Scripture, 
will  examine  it  with  ever  fo  little  {erlo\^^t{$ 
and  impartiality  of  mind. 

Appealing  indeed  to  a  lels  ftrift  ftandard^  Thewonh 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  ftiew  that  the  mnper* 
moral  worth  of  thele  fweet  and  benevolent  ^'^^ 
tempers,  and  of  thefe  ufeful  lives,  is  apt  to   SlSi^ 
be  greatly  over-rated.     The  former  involun*-    «■*<«• 
tarily  gain  upon  ou,r  affeflions  and  diikrm  our 
(evercr  judgements,  by  their  kindly,  comply- 
ing, and  apparently  dilintereHied  nature ;  by 
their  prompting  men  to  flatter  inilead  of 
mortifying  our  pride,  to  lympathize  either 
with  our  joys  or  our  Ibrrows,  to  abound  in 
obliging  attentions  and  offices  of  courtefy ; 
by  their  obvious  tendency  to  produce  aiifl 
maintain  harmony  and  comfort  in  focial  and 
domeftic  life.     It  is  not  however  unworthy 
of  remark,  that  from   the  commendations 
which  are  fo  generally  beftowed  on  tbcfc 
qualities,  and  their  rendering  men  uuiver- 
ially  acceptable  and  popular,  there  is  many  tAtuf 
■a  falfe  pretender  to  them,  who  gains  a  credit  ^^ 
for  them  which  he  by  no  means  defetves ;  '•'*'•  '«- 
in  whom  they  are  no  more  than  the  proprie- 
S  2  ties 
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CHAP,  ties  of  his  alTumed  charafter,  or  even  a  mafic 
•^•^  which  is  worn  in  public,  only  the  better  to 
conceal  an  oppofite  temper.  Would  you  fee 
this  man  of  courtefy  and  fweetneis  Gripped 
of  his  falfe  covering,  follow  him  unobferved 
into  his  family ;  and  you  ihal)  behold,  too 
plain  to  be  miAaken,  felfifhn^  zr&^'fyiJi^ 
harafling  and  vexing  the  wretched  fubjefts  of 
their  unmanly  tyranny  ;  as  if  being  releafcd 
at  length  from  dieir  confinement,  they  were 
making  up  to  themlclvcs  for  the  reftraint 
which  had  been  impofed  on  thesi  in  the- 
world. 

RM]wtu«       But  where  the  benevolent  qualities  are  ge- 
wmptn      nutnc,  they  often  defcrve  the  name  rather  of 
f  roTniW    amiable  inftin£ls,  than  of  moral  virtues.     In 
^iJ^"^^      many  cafes,  they  imply  no  mental  confli^,  no 
previous  difcipline:  they  are  apt  to  evaporate 
in  barren  fenfibilities,  and  traniitory  Ijmpa- 
thies,  and  indolent  wilhes,  and  unprodut^ive 
declarations  :   they  poflefs  not  that  ftrength 
and  energy  of  cbara£ter,  which,  in  contempt 
of  difficulties  and  dangers,  produce  alacrity  in 
iervice,  vigour  and  perfeverance  in  aftion. 
Deftitnte  of  proper  firmnefs,  they  often  en- 
courage that  vice  and  folly  which  it  is  their 
elpecial  duty  to  rcprcfs ;  and  it  is  well  if, 
from  their  foft  oomplying  humour,  they  are 
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not  often  drawn  in  to  participiate  in  what  is  sict. 
wrong,  as  well  as  to  connive  at  it.  Thus  'v. 
their  pofleflbrs  are  frequently,  in  the  eye  of  ^~"' " 
truth  and  reaibn,  bad  magiftrates,  bad  pa- 
rents, bad  friends ;  defedive  in  thofe  very 
qualities,  which  give  to  each  of  thofe  ieve- 
ral  relations  its  ciiief  and  appropriate  value. 
And  this,  let  it  be  alfo  obferved,  is  a  defe^ 
which  might  well  bring  into  queftion  that 
freedom  from  felfiihnefs,  which  is  io  often, 
claimed  for  them ;  inafmuch  as  there  is  too 
l^at  reafon  to  fear,  that  it  often  arifes  in  U9 
chiefly  from  indiipofition  to  fubmit  to  a  pain- 
fiil  effort,  though  real  good-will  commands 
the  iacrifice,  or  from  the  fear  of  leflening 
the  regard  in  which  we  are  held,  and  the 
good  opinion  which  is  entertained  of  us. 

It  ftiould  Luther  alio  be  obferved  concern-  ^^^ 
ing  thefe  qualities,  when  they  are  not  rooted    riowdiuv 
in  religion,  that  they  are  of  a  fickly  and  a   '"^ 
fhort-livcd  nature,  and  want  that  hardy  and 
vigorous  temperament,  which  is  requifite  for. 
enaMiog  them  to  bear  withe^ut  injury,  or 
even  to  furvivc,  the  rude  ihocfcs  and  the  va- 
riable and  churliih  ieafons,  to  which  in  fiich 
a  world  as  this  they  m\;ft  ever  be  expoled, 
}(  is  pnly  a  Chrifiiem  love  of  which  it  is  th^ 
3  3  ch^ra^er. 


,ZL.d0yG00glc 


i6i 


PRXVAIUNO   IKADWlpATE   COMCtrtTOm 

chara£ler,  that  "  it  luffereth  long,  and  yet  \$ 
**  kind ;"  "  that  it  is  not  eafily  provoked* 
**  that  it  beareth  all  things,  and  cndureth  all 
**  things^'*  In  the  lj>ring  of  youth  indeedi 
the  blood  flows  freely  through  the  veins ; 
we  are  flulhed  with  health  and  confidence  ;■• 
hope  is  young  and  ardent,  our  defires  are  un? 
fated,  and  whatever  we  fee  has  the  grace  of 
novelty ;  we  are  the  more  difpoled  to  be 
good-natured,  becaufe  we  are  plealed  ;  pleafr 
^,  bccaule  univerfally  well  rejeived.  Where-, 
ever  we  caft  our  eyes,  we  fee  Ibme  face  of 
friendfliip,  and  love,  and  grgtulation :  All  na-r 
ture  fmiles  around  us.  In  this  feafon  the 
amiable  tempers  of  which  we  have  been 
ipeaking  naturally  Ipring  up.  The  foil  fuits, 
the  climate  favours  them.  They  appear  to 
fhoot  forth  vigoroufly  and  bloflbm  in  gay 
luxuriance.  To  the  fuperficial  eye,  all  is 
&ir  and  fiourifliing  ;  we  anticipate  the  fruits 
of  Autumn,  and  promife  ourfelves  an  ample 
produce.  But  by  and  by  the  iun  fcprchcs, 
the  froft  nips,  the  winds  rife,  the  rains  de- 
fcend ;  our  golden  dreams  are  blafled,  all  our 
fond  expeftatioris  are  no  piore.  Our  youth- 
ful efforts  let  it  be  fuppofed  have  been  luc- 
Cefsful ;  and  we  rifo  to  wealth  or  eminence, 
A  kind  flexible  temper  and  populjir  manners 
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have  produced  in  us,  as  thej  are  too  apt,  a  sbc-t^ 
youth  of  eafy  focial  diflipatioo,  and  unpro-  it- 
dv^ve  idlenels ;  and  we  are  overtaken  too  ^^  ^' 
kte  by  the  con{cioul'ne&  of  luiving  wafted 
that  time  which  cannot  be  recalled,  and 
thofe  opportunities  which  we  cannot  now 
recover.  We  fink  into  disregard  and  obfcu- 
rity  when,  there  being  a  call  for  qualities  of 
more  energy,  indolent  good  nature  mufl  fall 
back.  We  are  thrull  out  of  notice  by  acci* 
dent  or  misfortunes.  We  arc  left  behind  by 
thoie  with  whom  we  flarted  on  equal  terms, 
and  who,  originally  perhaps  having  leis  pre*' 
tenfions  and  fewer  advantages,  have  greatly 
outftripped  us  in  the'  race  of  honour:  and 
their  having  got  before  us  Js  often  the  more 
galling,  becaufe  it  appears  to  us,  and  perhaps 
with  reafbn,  to  have  been  chiefly  owing  to  a 
generous  eafy  good-natured  humour  (On  our 
part,  which  di^oied  us  to  allow  tbem  at 
firft  to  pafs  by  us  Mcithout  jealouiy,  and  led 
us  to  give  place  without  a  ftruggle  to  their 
more  lofty  preteniions.  Thus  we  iu^red 
them  quietly  to  occupy  a  ftation  to  which 
originally  we  had  as  fair  a  claim  as  they ; 
but,  this  ftation  b^ing  once  tamely  iiirren^ 
dered,  we  have  forfeited  it  for  ever.  Mean- 
while our  awkward  and  vain  endeavours  to 
recover  it,  ^t  (he  lame  time  that  they  fliew 
S4  the 


L;m„,zL.do,CoOg[i: 


31^4  PsevAiLiiro  iKADB<iyArB  eoMciprioiis 

CRAP,    the  want  of  Jelf-khowledge  and  compofire 

IV.       in  our  riper  years,  as  much  as  in  our  jrouugCT 

■'  '     wc  had  becQ-deftitute  of  exertion,  fcrvc  only 

to  make  our  inferiority  more  manifeft,  and  to 

bring  our  difcontent  into  the  fuller  notice  of 

an  ill-natured  world,  which  however  not  un- 

juftly  condemns  and  ridicules  our  miiplaced 

ambition. 

It  may  be  fufiicient  to  have  hinted  at  a 
few  of  the  viciflitudes  of  advancing  lifej 
let  the  reader's  own  mind  fill  up  the  cata-. 
V  logue.  Now  the  bofbm  is  no  longer  cheer- 
ful and  placid  i  and  if  the  countenance  pre- 
iervc  its  exterior  charafter,  this  is  no  longer 
the  honeft  expreflion  of  the  heart.  Prof. 
perity  and  luxury,  gradually  extinguifliing 
fympathy,  and  puffing  up  with  pride,  harden 
ftnd  d»haCc  the  foul.  In  other  ini1:ances, 
ih^me  lecretly  clouds,  and  remorfe  begins 
to  fting,  and  fufpicion  ^o  corrode,  and  jea* 
loufy  and  envy  to  embitter,  Difappointed 
hopes,  unfiicceisful  competitions,  and  fruft 
trated  puriuits, '  four  and  irritate  the  tem- 
per. A  little  perfonal  experience  of  the 
felfifime^  of  mankind,  damps  our  geuer 
rous  warmth  and  kind  affeftions ;  reprov* 
ing  the  prompt  fonlibility  and  unfiifpe<£ling 
fimplicity  of  our  earlier  years.  Above  all, 
■  ingratitudp 
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ingratitude  fickcns  the  heart,  and  chills  and    sect, 
thickens   the    very   life's-Wood   of  beoevo-       !'• 
Icnce :  till  at  length  our  youthful  Nero,  foft  '"'"'■""^ 
and  fufceptiblc,  becomes  a  hard  and  crutl 
tyrant ;  and  our  youthful  Timon,  the  gay,  thfl 
generous,  the  beneficent,  is  changed  into  a 
cold,  four,  filent  mifanthrope. 

And  as  in  the  cafe  of  aniiable  tempers,  lb  wwih  af 
in  that  alfo  of  what  are  called  ufef\]l  lives,  it  "£[5" 
ipuft  be  confefTed  that  their  intrinfic  worth,  ^  '•"  , 
vguing  flill  merely  on  pripciples  of  reafon,  utoiemi 
is  apt  to  be  greatly  over-ratpd.  Thpy  pre 
often  the  refult  of  a  difpofition  naturally  buft- 
ling  and  a3ive,  which  delights  in  motion, 
and  finds  its  labour  more  than  repaid,  either 
by  the  very  pleafure  which  it  takes  in  Its 
employments,  or  by  the  credit  which  it  de-. 
rives  from  them.  Nay  further ;  if  it  be  grant-^ 
cd  ihat  Religion  tends  jn  general  to  produce 
ufefiilnefs,  particularly  in  the  lower  orders, 
who  compofe  a  vafl  majority  pf  every  la. 
ciety ;  and  therefore  that  thele  irreligious  men 
of  ufeful  lives  are  rather  exceptipiis  to  the 
general  rule;  it  mufl  at  leaft  b^  confelTpd 
that  they  arc  fo  far  uielels,  or  even  pofitively 
mifchievous,  as  they  cither  oegle<3  to  encouf 
Rtge  pr  adually  ^fcourage  that  principle, 
which 
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which  is  the  great  operative  ipring  of  ufeful- 
nefs  in  the  bulk  of  mankind. 

Thus  it  might  well  perhaps  be  queftioncd, 
eftimating  thcfe  men  by  their  own  ftandard, 
whether  the  particular  good  in  this  cafe,  is 
not  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  geaeral 
evil ;  (till  more,  if  their  conduft  being  brought 
to  a  ftri£l  account,  they  fliould  be  charged,  as 
they  juftly  ought,  witp  the  lofe  of  the  good 
which,  if  they  had  manifeAIy  and  avowedly 
adcd  from  a  higher  principle,  might  have 
been  produced,  not  only  dire6ily  in  them* 
felves,  but  indiredly  and  remotely  in  others, 
from  the  extended  efficacy  of  a  religious  ex* 
ample.  They  may  be  compared,  not  un» 
aptly,  to  pcrfons  whom  fome  peculiarity  of 
conditution  enables  to  fet  at  defiance  th.o& 
eftabliflied  rules  of  living,  which  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  by  the  world  at  Ijirge.  Thcfe  healthy 
debauchees,  however  they  may  plead  in  their 
defence  that  they  do  thcmfelves  ^lo  injury, 
would  probably,  but  for  their  exceffes,  have 
both  enjoyed  their  health  better,  and  prc- 
ferved  it  longer,  as  well  as  have  turned  it  to 
better  account;  and  it  may  at  leaft  be  urged 
againft  them,  that  they  diiparage  the  laws  of 
temperance,    and  fatally  betray  pthprs  into 
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the  breach  of  them,  by  afFording  an  inftauce    ssct^ 
of  their  being  tranigreired  with  impunity,  *T. 


But  w^re  the  merit  of  thefe  aniiable  (jua«  Roiwonh 
lities  greater  than  it  is,  and  though  it  werp  xe^^^ 
not.  liable  to  the  exceptions  which  have  been  5^"^^ 
alleged  againft  it,  yet  could   they  be  ir  no  ^\po^ 
degree  admitted,  as  a  cornpenfatioi)  for  the  gioihtiu. 
want  of  the  fupreme  love  aqd  fear  of  God,  cTriaiM 
and  of  a  predominant  defire  to  promote  Iris  p"""?!^ 
glory.     The  obfervance   of  ofte  command- 
ment,  however    clearly    and    forcibly    en^ 
joined,  cannot  make  up  for  the  negleft  pf 
another,  which  is  enjoined  with  equal  clear-* 
nefs  and   equal  force.    To  allow  this  plea 
in  the  prelent  inftance,  would  be  to  permit 
men  to  abrogate  the  firfl  table  of  the  law  on 
condition  of  their  obeying  the  fecond.     But 
Religion  fufFers  not  any  fuch  compojition  of 
duties.     It  is  on  the  very  felf  fame  miferable 
principle,  that  fome  have  thought  to  atone  for 
a  life  of  injuftice  and  rapine  by  the  ftriftnela 
of  their  religious  obfervances.     If  the  fonner      ' 
cla6  of  men  can  plead  the  diligent  discharge 
of  their  duties  to  their  fellow-creatures,  the 
latter  will  urge  that  of  their's  to  God.     We 
cafily  (ee  the  fallehood  of  the  plea  in  the  lat- 
ter cale ;  and  it  is  only  lelf-deceit  and  partia- 
lity which  prevent  its  being  equally  vilible- in 

the 
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CKAP.  the  former.  Yet  lb  it  is ;  iuch  Is  the  unequal 
*^-*  meafure,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
which  we  deal  out  to  God^  a«d  to  each  other. 
It  would  juftly  and  univcrlally  be  thought 
falfc  coafidence  in  the  religious  thief  or  the 
religious  adulterer,  (to  admit  for  the  fake  of 
argument  Iuch  a  folecifm  in  terms)  to  fclacc 
himfelf  with  the  firm  perfuafion  of  the  £)ivinc 
favour:  but  it  will,  to  roany»  appear  hard  and 
precife,  to  deny  this  firm  periuafion  of  Divine 
approbation  to  the  avowedly  irreligious  man 
•  of  fpcial  and  domeftic  uiefuliiefs. 

Will  it  here  be  urged,  that  the  writer  is 
not  doing  juftice  to  his  opponeht'e  argument ; 
which  is  not,  that  irreligious  men  qf  ufefiil 
lives  may  be  excufed  for  hcgleding  their  du- 
ties towards  God,  in  coiAiideration  of  their 
exemplary  discharge  oftheir  duties  towards 
their  fellow-creatures ;  but  that  in  performing 
the  latter  they  jierform  the  former  v/>ftw//j', 
zxi^fubfitmtially^  if  not  in  name? 

Can  then  our  opponent  deny,  that  the 
Holy  Scriptures  are  in  nothing  more  full 
and  unequivocal,  than  in  their  injunc* 
tions  on  us  fupremely  to  love  and  fear  Cod, 
and  to  worfhip  and  ferve  him  continually 
with  humble  and  grateful  heart^j  habitu^lv 
regarding 
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regarding  him  as  our  Bcnefeftor,  and  Sove-  iecT. 
reign,  and  Father,  and  abounding  in  fen-  i^- 
timents  of  gratitude  and  loyalty,  and  re-  ^""^^"^ 
f[>eftful  affeflion  ?  Can  he  deny  that  thefe 
pofitive  precepts  are  rendered,  if  poffible,  ftil! 
more  clear,  and  their  authority  ftill  more 
binding,  by  illuftrations  and  indirect  confir- 
mations almoft  innumerable  ?  And  who  then 
is  that  bold  intruder  into  the  cbunfels  of  infi- 
nite wiiHom,  who  in  palpable  contempt  of 
thefe  prccife  commands,  thus  illuftrated  alio 
and  confirmed,  will  dare  to  maintain  that, 
knowing  the  intention  with  which  they  were 
primarily  given,  and  the  ends  they  were  ulti- 
mately defigned  to  produce,  he  may  inno- 
cently negleft  or  violate  their  plain  obliga- 
tions ;  on  the  plea  that  he  conforms  himfelf, 
though  in  a  different  manner,  to  this  primary 
intention,  and  produces,  though  by  different 
means,  theie  real  and  ultimate  ends  ? 

This  mode  of  arguing  is  one,  with  which, 
to  lay  nothing  of  its  infolent  prophaneneis, 
the  heart  of  man,  prone  to  deceive  himfelf 
and  partial  in  his  own  caufe,  is  not  fit  to  be 
trufted.  Here  again,  more  cautious  and  jea- 
lous in  the  cafe  of  our  worldly,  than  of  our 
religious  iiiterefts,  we  readily  difcern  the 
fallacy  of  this  reafoning  and  protcft  againft  it, 
when  it  is  attempted  to  be  introduced  into 

the 
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the  commerce  of  life.  We  fee  clearly  that 
it  would  afford  the  means  of  refining  away 
by  turns  every  moral  obligation.  The  adul* 
terer  might  allow  hinjfclf  with  a  good  confci- 
ence,  to  violate  the  bed  of  his  unfufpe£iiug 
friend,  whenever  he  could  affure  himfelf  that 
bis  crime  would  efcape  deteflion ;  for  then, 
where  would  be  the  evil  and  mifery,  the  pre- 
vention of  which  was  the  real  ultimate  ob- 
jeS  of  the  prohibition  of  adultery  ?  The 
thief,  in  like  manner,  and  even  the  murderer, 
might  find  abundant  room  for  the  itmocaii 
exercife  of  their  refpeftive  occupations,  ar- 
guing from  the  primary  intention  and  real 
objefls  of  the  commands,  by  which  theft  aiid 
murder  were  forbidden.  There  perhaps 
exifts  not  a  crime,  to  which  this  croolied 
morality  would  not  fiirnilh  fome  convenient 
opening. 

But  this  miferable  fophiftry  deferves  not 
that  we  Ihould  fpend  fo  much  time  in  the 
refutation  of  it.  To  difcern  its  fallacioufnefi, 
requires  not  acutencfe  of  underftanding, .  fo 
much  as  a  little  common  honefty.  "  There  is 
"  indeed  no  furer  mark  of  a  falfe  and  hollow 
"  heart,  than  a  dif|)ofition  thus  to  (jnibble 
«*  away  the  clear  injimfSions  of  duty  and  con- 
"  fcience  (q)  :"  It  is  the  wretched  refource  of 
{a\  Vide  Smith's  Theoiy  4  Moral  SeonincnM. 
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a  dilmgenuous  mind,  endeavouring  to  efcape    *sct, 
from  convt6lions  before  which  it  cannot  {land,       ■"^* 
and  to  evade  obligations  which  it  dares  not 
disavow. 

The  arguments  which  have  been  adduced 
Voutd  lurely  be  fuflicient  to  difprove  the  ex- 
travagant preteuHons  of  the  qualities  under 
conHderation,  though  thofe  qualities  were 
PerfeQ  in  their  nature.  But  thej  are  not 
perfeft.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  radically 
defective  and  corrupt ;  they  are  a  body  with- 
out a  foul ;  they  want  the  vital  adhiatiug 
principle,  Or  rather  they  are  animated  and 
a£hiated  by  a  &lfe  one.  Chriftianity,  let  me 
a^-ail  myfelf  of  the  very  words  of  a  friend  (a) 
in  maintaining  her  argument,  is  "  a  Religion 
**  of  motives."  '^hat  only  is  Chriftian  prac- 
tice," which  flows  from  Chriftian  principles ; 
and  none  elfe  wJU  be  admitted  as  fiich  by  Him, 
who  will  be  obeyed  as  well  as  worlhipped 
'*  in  fpirit  and  in  truth." 

This  alfo  is  a  pofition  of  which,  in  our  in- 
tercouric  with  our  fellow-crcatdres,  we  clearly 

{a)  The  writer  hopes  that  the  wnric  to  which  he  is  re- 
fenii^is  lb  well  known,  that  he  needs  fcarcel}'  name  Mrs. 
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GH4F.  dtfi;em  the  juftice,  and  univerially  admit  tbe 
*^[*  force.  Though  we  have  received  a  benefit 
at  the  hands  of  any  one,  we  fcarcely  feel 
gratefiili  if  we  do  not  believe  the  intention 
towards  us  to  have  been  friendly.  Have  we 
ferved  any  one  from  motives  of  kindnefs*  and 
'  is  a  return  of  fervice  made  to  us  ?  We  hardly 
feel  ourfclvest  worthily  requited,  except  that 
return  be  diftated  by  gratitude.  We  Hiould 
think  ourfelves  rather  injured  than  obliged  by 
it,  if  it  were  merely  prompted  by  a  prqud  un- 
willingnefs  to  continue  in  our  debt  *.  What 
hufband,  or  what  father,  not  abfolutely  dead 
to  every  generous  feeling,  would  be  fatis- 
fied  with  a  wife  or  a  child  ;  who,  though  he 
could  not  charge  them  with  any  aflual  breach 
of  their  refpeflive  obligations,  Ihould  yet 
confefledly  perform  them  from  a  cold  fenie  of 
duty,  in  place  of  the  quickening  energies 
of  conjugal  and  filial  affe6tion?  What  an  in- 
iiilt  would  it  be  to  fuch  an  one,  to  tell 
him  gravely  that  he  had  no  realbn  to  com- 
plain ! 

The  unfairnefs,  with  which  we  fufi^er  our- 
felves to  reafon  iji  mattei-s  of  Religion,  is 
no  where  more  ftriking  than  in  the  inftaace- 

•  See  Smith's  Theory  of  Rloral  SentiiBtRt]. 
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before  us.  It  were  perhaps  not  unnatural  to  sict. 
fuppofe  that,  as  we  cannot  fee  into  each  ''• 
other's  boibms,  and  have  no  fiire  way  of 
judging  any  one's  internal  principles  but  by 
his  external  a6iions,  it  would  have  grown 
into  an  cftabliflied  rule,  that  when  the 
latter  were  unobje6iionable,  the  former  were 
not  to  be  quef^ioned  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  that  in  reference  to  a  Being  who 
fearches'the  heart,  our  motives,  rather  than 
oui-  external  aftions,  would  be  granted  to  be 
the  juft  objects  of  inquiry.  But  we  exa6Hy 
reverie  thefe  natural  principles  of  reafoning. 
In  the  cafe  of  our  fellow-creatures,  the  mo- 
tive is  that  which  we  principally  inquire  after 
and  regard.  But  in  the  cafe  of  pur  fupreme 
Judge,  from  whom  no  fecrets  are  hid,  we 
luffer  ourielves  to  believe  that  internal  prin- 
ciples may  be  dllpenled  with,  if  the  external 
aftion  be  performed ! 

Let  us  not  hoivever  be  fuppoled  ready  to  V^.*^* 
concede,  in  contradi6iion   to  what -has  been  r«iiyihe 
formerly  contended,  that  where  the  true  mo-   bieand"** 
tive  is  wantmg,  the  external  a6tions  them-  "'*'"'' 
felves  will  not  generally  betray  the  defeat. 
Who  is  there  that  will  not  confefs  in  the  in- 
ftanceof  a  wife  and  a  child  who  fliould  dif- 
charge    their   re(pe6tive    obligations    merely 
T  from 


by  Google 


PREVAILINO     INADEIiyATS     CONCEPTIONS 

from  a  cold  fenfe  of  duty,  that  the  inferiority 
of  their  afluating  principle  would  not  be  con- 
fined to  its  nalure^  but  would  be  difcoverablc 
alio  in  its  effe&s  ?  Who  is  there  that  does  not 
feel  that  thefe  domeftic  fervices,  thus  robbed 
of  their  vital  fpirit,  would  be  fo  debafcd  and 
degraded  in  our  eftimation,  as  to  beceme  not 
barely  lifelefs  and  uninterefting,  but  even  dif- 
tafteful  and  loathlbme  ?  Who  will  deny  that 
thefe  would  be  |>erformed  in  fuller  meafure, 
with  more  wakeful  and  unwearied  attention, 
as  well  as  with  more  hearty  where  with  the 
fame  fenfc  of  duty  the  enlivening  principle  of 
affefliun  Ihould  be  alfo  affociated  ? 

The  enemies  of  Religion  are  fbmetimes 
apt  to  compare  the  irreligious  man,  of  a 
temper  naturally  fweet  and  amiable,  with  the 
religious  man  of  natural  roughnefs  and  feve- 
rity ;  the  irreligious  man  of  natural  activity, 
with  the  religious  man  who  is  naturally  indo- 
lent ;  and  thence  to  draw  their  inferences. 
But  this  mode  of  rcafbning  is  furely  unjuft. 
If  they  would  argue  the  queftion  fairly,  they 
Ihould  make  their  comparilbns  between  per- 
fons  of  fimllar  natural  qualities,  and  not  in 
one  or  two  examples,  but  in  a  mafs  of  in- 
ftances.  They  would  then  be  compelled  to 
coiifels  the  efficacy  of  Religion,  in  heighten- 
*  ■  i"g 
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ing  the  benevolence  and  increafing  the  ufe-    sict. 
fiilnels  of  men  :    and  to  admit  that,  granting       iv- 
the  occafional  but  rare  exiftence  of  genuine  ^  *  " 
and  perfevering  benevolence  of  difpofition  and 
ufefulnefs  of  life,  where  the  reUgious  prin> 
ciple  is  wanting ;   yet  that  experience  gives 
usreafonto  beheve,  that  true  Religion,  while 
it  would  have  implanted  thefe  qualities  in 
perlbns  in  whom  before  they  had   no  place^ 
would  in  general  have  given,  to  thefe  very 
chara6ters  in  whom  they  do  exiil,  additional 
force  in  the  fame  direflion.     It  would  havri 
rendered  the  amiable  more  amiable,  the  uie- 
ful  more  ufeflil,  with  fewer  inconfiftencies, 
with  leis  abatement. 

Let  true  Chrifttans  meanwhile  be  ever  Admont 
iftindfiil,  that  they  are  loudly  called  upon  to  true  chtir- 
make   this  argument  flill  more  clear,  thefe  thtTehouto. 
pofitions  ftill  lefs  queftionable.    You  are  every 
where  commanded  to  be  tender  and  fympa- 
thetic,  diligent  and  uleful ;  and  it  is  the  cha- 
radler  of  that   "  wifdom  from   above,"  in 
which  you  are  to  be  proficients,  that  it   **  is 
"gentle  and  eafytobe  iutreated,  full  of  mercy 
*'  and  good   fruits."     Could  the  efficacy  of 
Chriftianity  in  foftening  the  heart  be  denied 
by  thoie,  who  faw  in  the  inflance  of  the  great 
ApofUe  of  the  Gentiles,   that  it  was  able  to 
T  a  transform 
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CHAP,  transform  a  bigotted,  furious,  and  cruel  pcrfe- 
^-  cuter,  into  an  aimoft  unequalled  example  of 
candour,  and  gentlenefs,  and  univerfaJ  ten- 
dcrnefs  and  love  ?  Could  its  ipirit  of  aftive 
beneficence  be  denied  by  thofe,  whofawits 
Divine  Author  fo  diligent  and  unwearied  in 
his  benevolent  labours,  as  to  juftify  the  com- 
pendious defcHption  which  was  given  of  him 
by  a  perfonal  witnefs  of  his  exertions,  that  he 
"  went  about  doing  good  ?  Imitate  thefc 
JjlelTed  examples :  fo  fhall  you  vindicate  the 
honour  of  yqur  profeflion,  and  "  put  to  filence 
"  the  ignorance  of  foolifli  men :"  fo  fhail  you 
obey  thofe  Divine  injunftions  of  adorning  the 
doctrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  "  letting  your  light 
"  fhine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your 
**  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
"  is  in  heaven."  Beat  the  world  at  its  own 
beft  weapons.  Let  your  love  be  more  affec- 
tionate, your  mildnets  lefs  open  to  irritation, 
your  diligence  more  laborious,  your  aflivity 
TothtM-  more  wakeful  and  perfevering.  Confider 
iwt'ttm-  Iweetiiefs  of  temper  and  adlivity  of  mind,  if 
SiiiK""'  ^'^^y  naturally  belong  to  you,  as  talents  of 
fpecial  worth  and  utility,  for  which  you  will 
have  to  give  account.  Carefully  watch  againfl 
whatever  might  impair  them,  cherifh  them 
with  conflant  afTiduitv,  keep  them  in  conti- 
nual cxercife,  and  direil:  them  to  their  noblefl 
ends. 
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tfnds.  The  latter  of  thefc  qualities  renders  it  sect. 
left  difficult,  and  therefore  more  incumbent  "• 
on  you,  to  be  ever  abounding  in  the  work  of  .-  "  "•' 
the  Lord ;  and  to  be  copious  in  the  production 
of  that  fpccies  of  good. fruit,  of  which  man- 
kind in  general  will  be  moft  ready  to  allow 
the  excellence,  becaufe  they  beft  underftand 
its  nature.  In  y^our  inftance,  the  folid  lub- 
ftance  of  Chriftian  praflice  is  eaiily  fufccpti- 
ble  of  that  high  and  beautiful  polifli,  which 
may  attra6l  the  attention,  and  extort  the 
admiration  of  a  carelefs  and  undilcerning 
world,  fo  fitw  to  notice,  and  fb  backward 
to  acknowledge,  intrinfic  worth,  when  con- 
cealed under  a  lels  fightly  exterior.  Know 
then,  and  value  as  ye  ought,  the  honourable 
office  which  is  efpecially  devolved  on  you. 
Let  it  be  your  acceptable  fervice  to  recom-^ 
mend  the  difcreditcd  caufe,  and  fuftain  the 
fainting  interefts  of  Religion,  to  furnifti  to  her 
friends  matter  bf  Jbund  and  obvious  argu- 
ment, and  of  honeft  triumph;  and  if  your 
beft  endeavours  cannot  conciliate,  to  refute 
at  leaft,  and  confound  h?r  enemies. 

If  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  confcious  Totbena. 

that  you  are  naturally  rough  and  auftere,  that  ^{,'',nd 

difappointments    have    loured    or  prolpefity  "u^- 

has    elated  you,   or  that  habits  of  command  ■ 
T  3                        have 
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CHAP,  have  rendered  you  quick  in  expreilion}  and 
"^'  impatient  of  contradiftion  ;  or  if,  from  what- 
ever other  caufe,  you  have  contra6ied  an  ^un- 
happy  peevilhnefs  of  temper,  or  alperity  of 
manners,  or  harlhnefs  and  feverity  of  Ian? 
guage,  (remember  that  thefe  defe6ls  are  by 
no  means  incompatible  with  an  aptnefs  to 
perform  ferviccs  of  fubftantial  kindnefs) ;  if 
nature  has  been  confirmed  by  habit  till  at 
length  your  foul  feems  thoroughly  tinflure^ 
with  thefe  evil  diipofitions,  yet  do  not  de- 
ipair.  Remember  that  the  Divine  Agency 
is  promifed,  *'  to  take  away  the  heart  of 
^*  ftone,  and  give  a  heart  of  flefh,"  of  which 
it  is  the  natural  property  to  be  tender  and 
fufceptiblc.  Pray  then  earneftty  and  per-: 
feveringly,  that  the  blefied  aid  of  Divine 
Grace  may  operate  effeiluallyon  yeur  behalf, 
Beware  of  acquiefcing  in  the  evil  tempers 
which  have  been  condemned,  under  the  idea 
that  they  are  the  ordinary  imperfeftions  of  the 
beft  of  men  ;  that  they  (hew  themfelves  only 
in  little  ihftances ;  that  they  are  only  occa-; 
fional,  hafty,  andtranfienteffufions,  when  you 
are  taken  off  your  guard ;  the  pafling  (hade 
of  your  mind,  and  not  the  fettled  colour. 
Beware  of  excuiing  or  allowing  them  in  your- 
lelf,  under  t);e  noticn  of  warm  zeal  for  the 
pauie  of  Religion  and  virtue,  which  you  per- 
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haps  own  is  now  and  then  apt  to  carry  you  sect. 
into  fomewhat  over-great  Icverity  of  judge-  'V- 
ment,  or  iharpnels  in  reproof.  Liften  not  to 
thele, .  or  any  other  llich  flattering  excufes, 
which  your  own  heart  will  be  but  too  ready 
tofuggeft  to  you.  Scrutinize  yourfelf  rather 
with  rigorous  ftriftnefs  ;  and  where  there  is 
ib  much  room  for  felf-deceit,  call  in  the  aid 
of  fome  faithful  friend,  and  unbofoming  your- 
felf to  him  without  concealment,  alk  his  im- 
partial and  unreferved  opinion  of  your  beha- 
viour and  condition.  Our  unwillingnels  to  do 
this,  often  betrays  to  others,  (not  feldom  it 
firft  difcovers  to  ourfelvcs)  that  we  entertain 
a  fecret  diftruft  of  our  own  charafter  and  con- 
duct. Inftead  alfo  of  extenuating  to  yourfelf 
the  criminality  of  the  vicious  tempers  under  ~ 
confidcration,  ftrlve  to  imprefs  your  mind 
deeply  with  a  fenfe  of  it.  For  this  end,  often 
confider  ferioufly,  that  thefe  rough  and  churliih 
tempers  are  a  direct  contraft  to  the  **mcek- 
"  nefs  and  geotlenefs  of  Chrift  ;"  and  that 
Chriftians  are  ftrongly  and  repeatedly  enjoined 
to  copy  after  their  great  Model  in  thefe  par- 
ticulars, and  to  be  themielves  patterns  of 
"  mercy  and  kindnefs,  and  humblenefs  of 
'*  mind,  and  meeknefs,  and  long  fuffering." 
They  are  to  *'  put  away  all  bitternels,  and 
"  Wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil 
T  4  "  fpeaking," 
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CHAP.  "  ipeaking,"  not  only,  "  being  ready  to  every 
J^'       **  good  work,  l}ut  being  gentle  unto  till  men," 

■  ^  '~^  "  fhewing  all  meekners  unto  all  men,"  '*  for- 
-**  bearing,  forgiving,"  tender  hearted.  Re- 
member the  Apoftle's  declaration,  that  ^'  if 
"  any  man  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  he  only 
'*  feemeth  to  be  religious,  and  deceiveth  his 
^*  own  heart ;"  and  that  it  is  one  of  the  cha-r 
rafters  of  that  love,  without  which  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  name  of  Chriftian  are  but  vain, 
that  "  it  doth  not  behave  itfelf  unfeemly." 
Confider  how  much  thele  acrimonious  tem- 
jiers  mufl  break  in  upon  the  peace,  aiid  dc- 
ftroy  the  comfort,  of  thofe  around  you.  Re- 
member alfo  that  the  honour  of  your  Chrif- 
tian profelTion  is  at  flake,  and  be  folicitous  not 
to  difcredit  it :  juftly  dreading  left  you  (hould 
difguft  thofe  whom  you  ought  to  conciliate ; 
and  by  conveying  an  unfavourable  im- 
preflion  of  your  principles  and  charafter, 
fhould  incur  the  guilt  of  putting  an  "  offence 
"  in  your  brother's  way" ;  thereby  "  hinder- 
**  ing  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,"  the  advance- 
ment of  which  Ihould  be  your  daily  and  afli- 
duous  care. 

Thus  having  come  to  the  full  knowledge 

of  your  difeafe,  and  to  a  juft  irapreflion  of  its 

pialignity,    ftrive   againft  it    with  inceflant 

watchfulncfi. 
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watchfulnefe.  Guard  with  the  moft  jealous  sect* 
circuinlpe£lion  againft  its  breaking  forth  into  '^* 
S.&.  Force  yourfelf  to  abound  in  little  offices 
of  courteiy  and  kindnefs  ;  and  you  ihall  gra- 
dually experience  in  the  performance  of  theie 
a  pleafure  hitherto  unknown,  and  awaken  in 
yourfelf  the  dormant  principles  of  lenfibility. 
But  take  not  up  with  external  amendment ; 
guard  againft  a  falfe  (hew  of  fweetnefs  of 
dilution ;  and  remember  that  the  Chriftian 
is  not  to  be  fatisiied  with  the  world's  fuper- 
ficial  courtlinefs  of  demeanor,  but  that  his 
^'  Love  is  to  be  without  diffimulation."  Ex- 
amine carcfiiUy,  whether  the  unchriftian  tem- 
pers, which  you  would  eradicate,  are  not 
maintained  in  vigour  by  felfiflinefs  and  pride ; 
and  ftrive  to  fubdue  them  effedually,  ^by  ex- 
tirpating the  roots  from  which  they  derive 
their  nutriment.  Accuftom  yourfelf  to  en- 
deavour to  look  attentively  upon  a  carelels 
and  inconfiderate  world,  which,  while  it  is  in 
fuch  imminent  peril,  is  ib  ignorant  of  it^ 
danger.  Dwell  upon  this  afFe<aing  fcene,  till 
it  has  excited  your  pity  ;  and  this  pity,  while 
it  melts  the  mind  to  Chriftian  love,  Ihall  in- 
fenfibly  produce  a  temper  of  habitual  fympa- 
thy  and  foftnefs.  By  means  like  thefc,  per- 
feveringly  uled  in  conflant  de[>endence  on  Dir  . 
vine  aid,  you  may  confidentially  hope  to  make 
continual 
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CM  A  P.  continual  progrefs.  Among  men  of  the  wwld, 
t^'  a  youth  of  foftnefs  and  fwectneis  will  often, 
as  we  formerly  remarked,  harden  into  infen- 
fibillty,  and  fliarpen  into  moroleneis.  But  it 
is  the  office  of  Chriftianity  to  reverfc  this 
order.  It  is  pleafing  to  witnefe  this  bleffed 
renovation  :  to  fee,  as  life  advances,  afpe- 
rities  gradually  fmoothing  down,  and  rough- 
nelTes  mellowing  away  :  while  the  fiibjed  of 
this  happy  change  experiences  within,  in- 
creafing  meafures  of  the  comfort  which  he 
diffiifes  around  him  ;  and  feeling  the  genial 
influences  of  that  heavenly  flame  which  can 
thus  give  life,  and  warmth,  and  action,  to 
what  had  been  hitherto  rigid  and  infenfible, 
looks  up  with  gratitude  to  him  who  has  ihed 
(tbroad  this  principle  of  love  in  his  heart ; 

Miraturque  novas  frondes  et  noii  Aia  poena. 

TVir  jufi        Let  it  not  be  thought  that  in  the  foregoing 

toam^bie'*  difcuflion,  the  amiable  and  ufeful  qualities, 

5^'Xfui    where  they  are  not  prompted  and  governed 

tirw.         {fy  a  prmciple  of  religion,  have  been  fpokcn 

of  in  too  difparaging  terms.    Nor  would  I  be 

underfiood  as  unwilling  to  concede  to  thofe 

who  are  living  in  the  exerclfe  of  them,  their 

proper  tribute  of  commendation :    Ineft  fua 

gratia.     Of  fuch  perfons  it  m\tft  be  faid,  in 

(he  language  of  fcripture,  "  they  have  their 

V  reward," 
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*•  reward."  They  have  .it  in  the  inward  iect. 
complacency,  which  a  fweet  temper  ieldom  it* 
foils  to  inijiire  ;  'n\  the  comforts  of  the  do-  ^  *■ 
meftic  or  Ibcial  circle  ;  in  the  pleafure  which 
from  the  conftitutiori  of  ournature  accompa- 
nies purfuit  and  aflion.  They  are  always 
beloved  in  private,  and  generally  relpeded  in 
public  life.  But  when  devoid  of  Religion,  if 
the  word  of  God  be  not  a  fable,  *'  they  can- 
^  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.** 
True  praflical  Chriftianity  (never  let  it  be 
forgotten)  confifts  in  devoting  the  heart  and 
life  to  God  ;  in  being  fijpremely  and  habi- 
tually governed  by  a  defire  to  know,  and  a 
difpofition  to  fulfil  his  will,  and  in  endea- 
vouring under  the  influence  of  /^Je  motives  to 
**  live  to  his  glory."  Where  thele  eflential 
fequifitCs  are  wanting,  however  amiable  the 
fbara^ler  may  be,  however  creditable  and 
reipeftable  among  men  ;  yet  as  it  poflefTes  not 
the  grand  diflinguifhing  effence,  it  muft  not 
be  complimented  with  the  name,  of  Chrif. 
tianity.  This  however,  when  the  external 
decorums  of  Religion  are  not  violated,  muft 
commonly  be  a  matter  between  God  and  a 
man's  own  confcience  ;  and  wc  ought  never 
to  forget  how  fliongly  we  are  enjoined  to  be  . 
candid  and  liberal  in  judging  of  the  motives 
pf  others,  while  we  are  flrift  in  fcr'itinizing 
and 
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CHAP,    and  f^vere   in    queftioning  our  own.    And 
IV.       this  ftrift  fcnitiiiy  is  no  «'here  more  neceflary, 
^"'f^  becaufe   there    is  no  where  more  room  for 
th6   operation   of    felf-deceit.      We  are  all 
extremely    prone    to  lend  ourfelves  to  the 
good  opinion  which,   however  falfely,  isen- 
teitalned  of  us  by  others;    and  though  we 
at   firft   confufedly  fufpeft,   or  even  indubi- 
tably know,  that  their  eftcem  is  unfounded, 
and  their  praifes  undeferved,  and  that  they 
would  have  thouglit  and  fpoken  of  us  very 
differently,  if  they  had  difcerned  our  fecret 
motives,  or  had  been  accurately  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  our  condufl; 
we  gradually  fuffer  ourfelves  to   adopt  their 
judgement  of  us,  and  .It  length  feel  that  we 
are  in  Ibme  fort  injured  or  denied  our  due, 
when  thefe  falfe  commendations  arc  contra- 
Oorani!.     di{5ted  or  with-held.     Without  the  moft  con- 
rfSJ^r,    ftant  watchfulnefs,    and  the    mofl  clofe  and 
Hrf.'^wi"   ii^P^itial  felf-examination,  irreligious  people 
•pitode-    of  amiable   tempers,  and  ftill  more  thofe  of 
BiiUidDi.  ufeful  lives,  from  the  general  popularitj'  of 
their  charafter,  will  be  particularly  liable  to 
become  the  dupes  of  this  propeniity.    Nor 
is  it  they  only  who  have  here  need  to  be  on 
their  guard  :   men  of  real  religion  will  alio 
do  well  to  watch  againft  this  delufion.  There 
is  however  another  danger   to  which  thefe 

arc 
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are  flill  more  cxpded,  and  againft  whicb  it  is    sect. 
the  rather  necefTary  to  warn  them,  becaufc  of  ^^3^- 
our  having  infifted  fo  ftrongly  on  their  being 
bound  to  be  diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
aftive  duties  of  life.     In  their  endeavours  to  Danga-** 
fiilfd  this  obligation,  let   them   particularly  tnufiow 
beware,  left  fetting  out  on  right  principles,   "™|^"* 
they   infenfibly  lofe  them   in  the   courfe   of  T^^ 
their  progrefs  ;    left  engaging  originally   ill 
the  buluiefs  and   buftle  of  the  world,  from 
a  fincere  and  earneft  defirc  to  promote  the     ■ 
glory  of  God,  their  minds  fhould  become  lb 
heated  and  abforbed  in  the  purfult  of  their 
objeft,  as  that  the   true   motive  of  a6lion, 
ftiould  either  altogether  ceafe   to  be  an  ha- 
bitual principle,  or  fhould  at  leaft  lole  much 
of  its  life  and  vigour ;  left  their  thoughts  and 
afteftions  being  engrolTed  by  temjjoral  con- 
cerns, their  fenfe  of  the  reality  of  **  unfeen 
"  thijigs"  ftiould  fade  away,   and  thcv  ftiould 
lofe   fheir  relifti  for   the  employments   and 
offices  of  Religion. 

TuE  Chriftiaii's  path  is  bcfet  with  dan- 
gers— On  the  one  hand,  he  juftly  dreads  an 
inaftive  and  unprofitable  life  ;  on  the  other, 
he  no  lefs  juftly  trembles  for  the  lols  of  that 
fpiritual-mindednels,  which  is  the  very  cC- 
fence  and  power  of  his  profefllon.     This  is 

not   . 
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CHAP,  not  quite  the  place  for  the  full  difcuffion  ctf 
*'*  the  difficult  topic  now  before  us :  and  if  it 
were,  the  writer  of  thele  flieets  is  too 
confcious  of  his  own  incompetencies,  not 
to  be  defirous  of  aflcing  rather  than  of  giv- 
ing advice  refpediiig  it.  Yet,  as  it  is  a 
matter  which  l.as  often  engaged  his  moft 
ferious  confideration,  and  has  been  the  fre- 
quent fubje6l  of  his  anxious  inquiry  into 
the  writings  and  opinions  of  far  better  in- 
ftruftors,  he  will  venture  to  deliver  a  few 
words  on  it,  offering  them  with  unafFefled 
diffidence. 

Ad»iMto  Does  then  the  Chriftian  dilcover  in  bim- 
fuLaihi.  felf,  judging  not  from  accidental  and  occa- 
1^'''"'^  fionai  feelings,  on  which  little  ftrefs  is  either 
way  to  be  laid,  but  from  the  permanent  and 
habitual  temper  of  his  mind,  a  fettled  and 
ftlll  more  a  growing,  coldnefs  and  indif- 
pofitton  towards  the  confiderations  and  of- 
fices of  Religion  ?  And  has  he  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  this  coldnefs  and  indilpo- 
fition  are  owing  to  his  being  engaged  too 
much  or  too  earneftly  in  worldly  buiinefs, 
or  to  his  being  too  keen  in  the  purfuit 
of  worldly  objeiSlfi  ?  Let  him  carefully  ex- 
amine the  ftate  of  his  own  heart,  aiid 
ferioufly  and  impartially  furvey  the  circum- 
ftances 
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flances  of  his  6tuation  in  life  ;  humbly 
praying  to  the  Father  of  light  and  mercy, 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  fee  his  way 
dearly  in  this  difficult  emergency.  If  he 
finds  himfelf  purluing  wealth,  or  dignity, 
or  reputation,  with  earneftneis  and  iblici- 
tude  ;  if  thefe  things  engage  many  of  his 
thoughts ;  if  his  mind  naturally  and  inad- 
vertently runs  out  into  contemplations  of 
them  ;  if  fucceis  in  thefe  refpefts  greatly 
gladdens,  and  di^ppointments  difpirit  and  di£> 
treis  his  mind ;  he  has  biit  too  plain  grounds 
for  felf-condcm  nation,  "  No  man  can  ferve 
"  two  mafters."  The  world  is  evidently  ia 
po0eirion  of  his  heart,  and  it  is  no  welder 
that  he  finds  himfelf  dull,  or  rather  dead, 
to  the  imprcflion  and  enjoyment  of  fpi- 
ritual  things. 

But  though  the  marks  of  predominanCefti- 
mation  and  regard  for  earthly  tilings  Ije  much 
iefs  clear  and  determinate;  yet  if  the  obje^ 
which  he  is  purfuing  be  one  which,  by  its  at- 
tainment, would  bring  him  a  cbnfiderable 
accedion  of  riches,  ftation,  or  honour,  let  him 
foberly  and  fairly  queAion  and  examine  whe- 
ther the  purfuit  be  warrantable  ?  here  alio, 
aiking  the  advice  of  fome  judicious  friend; 
his  backwardnefs  to  do  which,  in  ijiftances 

like 
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CHAP.  ^^^  thefe,  ihould  juftly  lead  him,  to  dif- 
IV,       truft  the  realbnablenefs  of  the  fchemes  which 

'"  •'  he  is  prgfecuting.  In  fiich  a  cal'e  as  this, 
we  have  good  caule  to  diftruft  ourielves. 
Though  the  inward  hope,  that  we  are  chiefly 
prompted  by  a  dcfire  to  promote  the  glory  of 
our  Maker,  and  the  happinefs  of  our  fellow 
creatures,  by  increafing  our  means  of  ufe- 
fulnefs,  may  fuggeft  itlelf  to  allay,  yet  let 
it  not  altogether  remo\e,  our  fufpicions.  It 
is  not  improbable,  that  beneath  this  plaufible 
malk  we  conceal,  more  fuccefsfuUy  perhaps 
from  ourfelves  than  from  others,  an  inordinate 
attachment  to  the  pomps  and  traiifitory  dif- 
tin^ons  of  this  life ;,  and  as  this  attachment 
gains  the  afccndency,  it  will  ever  be  found, 
that  our  perception  and  feeling  of  the  fu- 
preme  excellence  of  heavenly  things  will 
proportionably  fubfide. 

But  when  the  confequences  which  would 
follow  from  the  fuccefs  of  our  worldly  pur- 
fuits  do  not  render  them  Co  queftionable,  as 
in  the  cafe  we  have  been  juft  considering; 
yet,  having  fuch  good  reafon  to  believe  that 
'  there  is  fcmewhere  a  flaw,  could  we  but  dif- 
cern  it,  let  us  carefully  icrutinize  the  whole 
of  our  condud,  taking  that  word  in  its  largeft 
fenfe ;  in  order  to  dilcover  whether  we  may 
not  be  living  cither  in  the  breach  or  in  the 
omiflioB 
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omhfion  of  fbme  known  duty,  :and  whether  it  sficr. 
may  not  therefore  have  pleafed  God  to  with-  tv. 
draw  from  us  the  influence  of  his  Holy  Spiritj  ^"""'''^ 
particulaily  inquiring,  whether  the  duties  of 
ifelf-examination,  of  lecret  and  public  prayer* 
the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
other  preitribed  means  of  Grace,  have  not 
been  either  wholly  intermitted  at  their  pro- 
per feaibns,  or  at  leaft  been  performed  with 
precipitation  or  diftraftion  ?  And  if  we  find 
reafbn  to  believe,  that  the  allotment  of  time, 
which  it  would  be  moft  for  our  (piritual  im- 
provement to  affign  to  our  religious  offices,  is 
often  broken  in  upon  and  curtailed ;  let  us 
be  extremely  backward  to  admit  excufes  for 
iuch  interruptions,  and  abridgements.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  for  many  obvious  rea- 
fons,  that  even  our  worldly  affairs  them- 
felves  will  not  on  the  long  run,  go  on  the  bet- 
ter for  encroaching  upon  thofe  hours,  which 
ought  to  be  dedicated  to  the  more  imme- 
diate fervice  of  God,  and  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  inward  principles  of  Religion.  Our 
hearts  at  leaft  and  our  condufit  will  icon 
exhibit  proofs  of  the  fad  effefts  of  this  fatal 
negligence.  They  who  in  a  crazy  veflel 
navigate  a  lea  wherein  are  fiioals  and  cur- 
rents innumerable,  if  they  would  keep  their 
CDurfe  or  reach  their  port  in  fafety,  muft 
U  carefully 
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CH\p.  carefully  repair  the  iinalleft  injuries,  aiid 
'^*  often  throw  out  their  line  and  take  their 
obfervations.  In  the  voyage  of  life  alfo  the 
Chriftian  who  would  not  make  fliipwreck  of 
his  faith,  while  he  is  habitually  watchful  and 
provident,  mufl:  often  make  it  his  exprels 
bufinefs  to  look  into  his  fbtte,  and  afcertain 
his  progrefs 

But  to  reiume  my  fubjeft;  let  us  when 
engaged  in  this  important  fcrutiny,  impar- 
tially examine  ourlelves  whether  the  worldly 
objetSs  which  engrofs  us,  are  all  of  them 
fuch  as  properly  belong  to  our  profeffion,  or 
ftatiou,  or  circumftances  in  life ;  which  there- 
fore we  could  not  negleft  with  a  good  con- 
icience  ?  If  they  be,  let  us  confider  whether 
they  do  not  confume  a  larger  (hare  of  our 
time  than  they  really  require  ;  and  whether,- 
by  not  trifling  over  our  work,  by  deducing 
fomewhat  which  might  be  fpared  from  our 
hours  of  relaxation,  or  by  fome  other  httle 
management,  we  might  not  fully  fatisfy  their 
juft  claims,  and  yet  have  an  increafed  over- 
plus of  Icifure,  to  be  devoted  to  the  offices  of 
Religion. 

But  if  we  deliberately  and  honeftly  con- 
clude that  \vc  ought  not  to  give  thefe  worldly 
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obje£ls  left  of  our  time,  let  us  endeavour  at  sbct.  ' 
Icaft  to  give  them  lefs  of  oiir  Aear/s :  ftriving  '^•' 
that  the  fettled  frame  of  our  defires  and  af- 
fc6lion8  may  be  more  Ipiritual;  and  that  in 
the  motley  intercourfes  of  life  we  may  con- 
ftantly  retain  a  more  lively  fenie  of  the  Di- 
vine prefence,  and  a  ftronger  impreflion  of 
the  reality  of  unfcen  things ;  thus  corre- 
Ipondiiig  with  the  Scripture  defcription  o^ 
true  Chriftians,  **  walking  by  faith  and  not 
'•'  ^y  '•S^^'  ^^'^  having  our  converfation  ia 
**  Heaven." 

Above  all,  let  us  guard  againft  the  tempta- 
tion, to  which  we  fhall  certainly  be  expofcd,  of 
loweringdown  our  views  to  our  ftate,inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  rife  to  the  level  of  our  views. 
Let  us  rather  determine  to  know  the  word 
of  our  cafe,  and  ftrive  to  be  fuitably  affefted 
with  it ;  not  forward  to  fpeak  peace  to  our- 
ielves,  but  patiently  carrying  about  with  us  a 
deep  convi<£lion  of  our  backwardnefs  and 
inaptitude  to  religious  duties,  and  a  juil 
fcnfe  of  our  great  weaknefs'  and  numerous 
infirmities.  This  cannot  be  an  unbecoming 
temper,  in  thofe  who  are  commanded  to 
**  work  out  their  lalvation  with  fear  and 
"  trembling."  It  prompts  to  conlUnt  and 
U  3  earneft 
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CHAP,    earncft  prayer.      It  produces  that  Ibbriety, 

'V.       and  lowlinefs  and  tendemcfs  of  niind,  that 

^^^^"^  roeeknefs  of  demeanor  and  circumspection  ia 

conduA,  which  are  fuch  eminent  chara&er- 

iftics  of  the-true  Chriftian. 

Nor  is  it  a  ilate  devoid  of  coufolation— 
**  O  tarry  thovi  the  Lord's  leiHire,  be  fbvwg 
•*  and  he  fliall  -comfort  thy  heart." — "  Th^ 
*^  that  wait  on  the  Lord,  Ihall  renew  their 
**  ftreiigth." — "  Bleffed  are  they  that  mourn, 
**  for  they  Ihall  be  comforted."  Thefe  Divine 
aflurances  footh  and  encourage  the  Chriftian's 
difhirbcd  and  dejected  mind,  and  inienfibljr 
diifufe  a .  holy  compofure.  The  tint  may  be 
iblemn,  nay  even  melancholy,  but  it  is  mild 
and  grateful.  The  tumult  of  his  foul  has  iiib- 
Hded,  and  he  is  poHeHed  by  complacency,  and 
hope,  and  love.  If  a  fcnOt  of  undefcrved 
kindnefs  fill  his  eyes  with  tears,  they  are  tean 
of  reconciliation  and  joy ;  while  a  generous 
ardour  {pringing  up  within  him  fends  him 
forth  to  his  worldly  labours  "  fervent  in  Ipi- 
"  rit ;"  reiblving  through  the  Divine  aid  to  be 
henceforth  more  diligent  and  exemplary  in 
living  to  the  Glory  of  God,  and  longing  mean- 
while for  that,  blefled  time,  when,  "  being 
">ireed  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,"  be 
fliaU 
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ihall  jbe  enabled  to  render  to  his  Heavenly  Be-    sicn 
aeh/^N  -more  pure  and  acceptable  &rvlce.  '^•^ 

After  having  diJcnflTed  {o  much  at  large  ^^'^^^ 
the  whole  queftioi>  concerning  amiable  tern-  — scbooi 
pcrs  in  general,  it  may  be  icarcely  neceflary  mdStS^ 
to  dwell  upon  that  particular  clais  of  them 
which  belongs  to  the  head  of  generous  emo- 
tions, or  of  exquifite  fenHbility.  To  thele 
almoft  all  that  has  been  iaid  above  is 
ftriflly  applicable ;  to  which  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  perfons  in  whom  the  latter  qualities 
moft  abound,  arc  often  far "  from  conducing 
to  the  peace  and  comfort  of  their  neareft 
c(Mme£iicHis.  Thele  qualities  indeed  may  be 
rendered  highly  ufef\il  inflrumcnts,  when 
enliiled  into-  the  lervice  of  Religion.  But 
we  ought  to  except  againft  them  the  more 
ftrongly,  when  not  under  her  controul ;  be- 
cauie  there  is  ftiH  greater  danger  than  in  the 
former  cafe,  that  perlons  in  whom  they 
abound,  may  be  flattered  into  a  fal{e  opinion 
of  themfelves  by  the  exceffive  commendations 
often  paid  to  them  by  others,  and  by  the  be- 
guiling complacencies  of  their  own  minds, 
which  are  apt  to  be  puffed  up  with  a  proud 
though  fecret  confcioufnefs  of  their  own  fii» 
perior  acutene&  and  fenltbility.  But  it  is  the 
jefs  rcquilite  to  enlarge  on  this  t<^ic,  becauie 
U  3  it 
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c  H  AP.  it  has  been  well  dUcuffed  by  many,  who  have 
»v.  unfolded  the  real  pature  o£  thofe-  fefcinat- 
ing  qualities ;  who  have  well  remarked,  that 
though  fhewy  and  apt  to  catch  the  eye,  they 
are  of  a  flimfy  and  perlfliable  febric,  not  of 
that  lefs  gaudy  but  more  lubftantial  and  du- 
rable texture,  which,  importing  permanent 
warmth  and  comfort,  will  long  preferve  its 
more  fpber  honours,  aiid  fliand  the  wear  and 
tear  of  life,  and  the  viciflitudes  of  feafons. 
It  has  been  (hewn,  that  thefe  qualities  often 
fail  us  when  moft  we  want  their  aid;  that 
their  pofleflbrs  can  iblace  themiclves  with 
their  imaginary  exertions  in  behalf  of  ideal 
mifery,  and  yet  Shrink  from  th?  labours  of 
active  benevolence,  or  retire  with  difguft 
from  the  homely  forms  '  of  real  poverty  and 
wretchednefs.  In  fine,  the  fuperiprity  of  true 
Chriftian  Charity  and  of  plain  pra6lical  be- 
neficence has  been  ably  vindicated ;  and  the 
fchool  of  RoufTeau  has  been  forced  to  yield 
to  the  Ichopl  of  Chrift,  when  the  queflion  has 
been  concerning  the  beft  means  of  promot- 
'  jng  the  comfort  of  femily  life,  or  the  tempor 
ral  welUbcing  of  fociety  *. 

•  While  all  arc  wordiy  of  blame,  who,  to  qualities  like 

thefe,  have  aiBgned  a  more  exalted  place,  than  to  religioui 

and  moral  prihcifJet  there  is  one  writer  who,  emincntl; 

^pablc  io  this  refpe^,  dcferves,  on  another  ac90unt,  ftil,! 

fcverc^ 
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SECT. 

Sect.  V.  ^J^ 

Sonu  other  grand  defeBs  in  the  prafjical  Jyf- 
tem  of  the  Bulk  of  nominal  Chrijiians. 

IN  the  imperfeft  (ketch  which  has  been 
drawn  of  the  Religion  of  the  bulk  of  no- 

Icverer  reprehenfion.  Really  polTefled  of  powers  to  explore 
and  touch  the  iineft  firings  of  the  human  heart,  and  bound 
by  his  &CTcd  profelEon  to  devote  dit^e  powers  to  the  fcr- 
vtce  of  religion  and  virtue,  he  every  where  difco vers  a 
fiudious  fblicitude  to  excite  indecent  ideas.  We  turn  away 
our  eyes  with  difguft  from  open  immodefly :  but  even  this 
is  lefs  mlfchievous  than  that  more  meafured  llylt:,  which 
excites  impute  images,  without  (hocking  us  by  the  groll^ 
ne&  of  the  language.  Never  was  delicate  renlibiVity  proved 
to  be  more  diftin^  from  plain  pnu^ical  benevolence,  dian  in 
die  writings  of  the  author  to  whom  I  allude.  Inftcad  of  em- 
ploying his  talents  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-creatures, 
cbey  were  applied  to  the  pernicious  purpofes  of  corrupting 
tlie  national  taAe,  and  of  lowering  the  ftaiulard  of  manners 
and  morals.  The  tendency  of  his  writings  is  to  vitiate  that 
purity  of  mind,  intended  by  Providence  as  the  companion 
and  prefervative  of  youthful  virtue;  and  to  product  if  the 
CXprelBon  may  be  permitted, «  mtrbid  fenJ^Uly  in  the  prr-  • 

ttpilsn  afindettncy.  An  imagination  exercifed  in  this  difci- 
pline  is  never  clean,  but  fceks  for  and  difcovers  fomething 
indelicate  in  the  moJl  common  phrafes  and'  anions  of  ordi' 
nary  life.  If  the  general  Ayle  of  writing  and  converfation 
were  to  be  formed  on  that  model,  to  which  Sterne  ufed  his 
uimoft  endeavours  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  men,  there  is 
no  eftimating  the  efTe^  which  would  foon  be  pr^uccd  on 
■he  manners  and  morals  of  the  age. 

U  4  minal 
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cjiAP.  minal  Chriilians,  their  fundamental  error 
IV.       rclpefting  the    eflential  nature   of  Chrifti-» 

'■^-*'^*^  anity  has  been  difcufied,  and  traced  into 
&me  of  its  many  mifchievous  coulequences. 
Several  of  their  particular  mifconceptions 
an4  allowed  defe6is  have  alio  been  pointed 
out  and  iUuftrated.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  clofe  the  lurvcy  by  noticing  lome  others, 
for  the  exiftence  of  which-  we  may  now  ap- 
peal to  almoA  every  part  of  the  preceding 
delineation. 

inidequate  In  thc  firft  place,  then,  there  appears 
gu'^cand  throughout,  both  in  the  principles  and  al-; 
.viiof  Sin.  jQ^,gj  condua  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chrif- 
tians,  a  mofl  inadequate  idea  of  the  guilt  and 
tvU  of  Jin.  We  every  where  find  realbn  to 
remark,  that.  Religion  is  fufFered  to  dwindle 
away  into  a  mere  matter  o£ police.  Hence 
the  guilt  of  aftions  is  eftimated,  not  by  the 
proportion  in  which,  according  to  Scripture, 
they  arc  ofFenfive  to  God,  but  by  that  in 
which  they  arc  injurious  to  fociety.  Murder, 
theft,  fraud  in  all  its  fhapes,  and  Ibme  fpecies 
of  lying,  aie  manifeftly,  and  in  an  eminent 
degree,  injurious  to  fecial  happineis.  How 
different  accordingly,  in  the  moral  fcale,  is 
thc  place  they  hold,  from  that  which  is  af- 
figned  to  idolatry,  to  general  irreligion,  to 
fwearing. 
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.fwearing,  drinking,   fornication,    lafciviouf-   .sbct. 
nels,  fenfuality,  exceflive  diHipation  ;.and  in       v. 
particular   circumftances,   to   pridei    wrath,  ^ '  *' ' '"' 
malipe,  and  revenge ! 

Indeed,  fcveral  of  the  above-mentioned 
vices  are  held  to  be  grofsly  criminal  in  the 
lower  ranks,  becaufe  manifeftly  ruinous  tp 
their  temporal  interefts:  but  in  the  higher,  , 
they  are  reprefented  as  "  loiing  half  their 
^*  evil  by  loiing  all  their  grofenefs,"  as  flow- 
ing naturally  from  great  profperity,  from  the 
txceis  of  gaiety  and  good  humour;  and  they 
are  accordingly  **  regarded  with  but  a  fmall 
"  degree  of  di^ipprobation,  and  cenfured  very 
f*  flightly  or  not  at  all  faj."'t—**  Non  meus 
**  hie  fermo  eft."  Thefe  are  the  remarks  <rf 
authors,  whp  have  iurveyed  the  ftage  of  hur 
man  life  with  more  than  ordinary  obfervaj. 
tion  ;  on«  of  whom  in  particular  cannot  be 
iiifpeded  of  having  been  mifled  by  religious 
prejudices,  to  form  a  judgement  of  the  liiper  ' 
rior  orders  too  unfavourable  and  fevere. 

Will  thefe  poiitions  however  be  denied? 
Will  it  be  maintained  that  there  is  not  the 
difference  already  ftated,  in  the  moral  efti- 

fa)  VWe  S  MiTH  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  Vol.  lii. 
,  tnattoi^ 
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CHAP,  mation  of  thefe  different  clafles  of  vices? 
'^'  Will  it  be  faid,  that  the  one  clafs  is  indeed 
inore  generally  reftrained,  and  more  feverely 
puiiifhed  by  human  laws,  becaufe  more  pro- 
perly cognizable  by  human  judicatures,  and 
more  dire£ily  at  war  with  the  well-being  of 
iociety ;'  but  that  when  brought  before  the 
■tribunal  of  internal  opinion  they  are  con- 
demned with  equal  rigour  ? 

-  Facts  may  be  denied,  and,  charges  laugh- 
ed out' of  countenance  :  but  where  the  gene- 
ral fentiment  and  feeling  of  mankind  are  in 
queftion,  our  common  language  is  often  the 
clearcfl:  and  moft  impartial  witnefs ;  and  the 
conclusions  thus  funiifhcd,  arc  not  to  be  par- 
ried by  wit,  or  eluded  by  fophiftry,  In  the 
prefent  cafe,  our  ordinary  modes  of  (peech 
iiimifli  fufScient  matter  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  argument ;  and  abundantly  prove 
our  diipofition  to  coiifider  as  matters  of  fmall 
account,  fucb  fins  as  are  not  held  to  be  inju- 
rious, to  the  community.  We  invent  for 
them  diminutive  and  qualifying  terms,  which, 
if  not,  as  in  the  common  ufes  of  language  *, 
to  be  admitted  as  figns  of  approbation  and 

•  Vide  the  Grammarians  and  Diale^liciaiu  on  the  Di- 
cniiiulivcs  of  the  Iuli>in  and  odiei  languages. 
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good  will,  muft  at  leaft  be  confefled  to  be    s  £  c  x. 
proofs  of  our  tendency  to  regard  them  with        v. 
palliation  and   indulgence.      Free-thinking, 
gallantry,  jollity  f^aj^  and  a  thoufand  limilar 
phrafes  might  be  adduced  as  inftances.     But 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  no  fuch  foft 
and  qualifying  terms  are  in  ufc,  for  exprefiing 
the  fmaller  degrees  of  theft,  or  fraud,  or  for- 
gery, or  any  other  of  thofe  offences,  which 
are  committed  by  men  againft  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and   in  the  fupprcflion  of  which      , 
we  are  interefted  by  our  regard  to  our  tem- 
poral concerns. 

The  charge  which  we  'are  urging  is  indeed 
undeniable.  In  the  cafe  of  any  queftion  of 
honour  or  of  moral  honefty,  we  are  ikgacious 
-in  difcerning  and  inexorable  in  judging  the 
jofFence.  No  allowance  is  made  for  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  furprile,  or  the  ftrength  of  temp- 
tations. One  fmgle  failure  is  prefumed  to 
imply  the  abfencc  of  the  moral  or  honourable 
principle.  The  memory  is  retentive  on  thcfe 
occafions,  and  the  man's  charaflcr  is  blafted 
for  life.     Here  even  the  mere   fui'picion  of 

(a)  Many  more  might  be  added,  fuch  as  a  good  fellow, 
a  good  companion,  a  libertine,  a.  little  fiee,  a  little  loofe 
in  tallL,  wild,  gay,  jovial,  being  no  maji's  enemy  but  his 
pwn,  Sec.  S(c,  Sic,  iic;  above  all,  having  a  goad  heart. 

having 


j.vCoo^lc 


PRSTAILINO    IKADEQJTATE   CONCIPTIOItS 

having  once  o&nded  can  fcarcoly  be  got 
over :  **  There  is  an  aukward  ftory  about 
"  that  man,  which  muft  be  expluned  before 
"  he  and  I  can  become  acquainted."  But  in 
the  cale  of  Hns  againA  God,  there  is  no  fuch 
watchful  jealouiy,  none  of  this  rigorous  logic. 
A  man  may  go  on  in  the  frequent  commii^ 
lion  of  known  iins,  yet  no  fuch  inference  is 
drawn  rclpc6ting  the  abfence  of  the  reli- 
gious principle.  On  the  contrary,  we  fay  of 
him,  that  "  though  his  conduEt  be  a  little 
**  incorreft,  his  principles  are  untouched  ;" — 
that  he  has  a  good  heart :  and  liich  a  man 
may  go  quietly  through  life,  with  the  titles 
of  a  mighty  •worthy  creature^  and  a  very  good 
Chrijiian. 

But  in  the  Word  of  Cod  adlions  are  eili- 
mated  by  a  far  !efs  accommodating  ftandard. 
There  we  read  of  no  little  fins.  Much  of 
our  Saviour's  fermon  on  the  mount,  whidi 
many  of  the  clais  we  are  condemning  afied 
highly  to  admire,  is  exprcfsly  pointed  againft 
ib  dangerous  a  mifconception.  I'herey  no 
fuch  diflin£lion  is  made  between  the  rich  and 
the  poor.  No  notices  are  to  be  traced  of 
one  fcale  of  morals  for  the  higher,  and  of 
another  fcM-  the  lower  claffes  of  fociety.  Nay, 
the  former  ai  e  exprcfsly  guarded  againft  any 
*  fuch 


by  Google 


or    PRACTICAL    CnaiSTIAHITY.  3*1 

fuch  vain  imagination ;  and  are  diftinftly  sict. 
warned,  that  their  condition  in'  life  is  the 
more  dangerous,  bccaufe  of  the  more  abun- 
dant temptations  to  which  it  expofes  them. 
Idolatry,  fornication,  lafcivioufnefs,  drunken- 
neis,  revellings,  inordinate  aiFeftion,  arc,  by 
the  apoilk  likewife  clafled  with  theft  and 
murder,  and  with  what  we  hold^in  even  ftill 
greater  abomination ;  and  concerning  them 
all  it  is  pronounced  alike,  that  "  they  which 
**  do  fuch  things  fhall  not  inherit  the  kingdom 
«  of  God*."' 

Ih  truth  the  inftance  which  we  have  lately  inidew"** 
fpeciBed,  of  the  looie  iyftem  of  thefe  nominal  Goj. 
Chriftians,  betrays  a  fatal  abfenoe  of  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  the  very  foundation  of  all  Re- 
ligion.    Their  flight  notions  of  the  guilt  and 
evil  of  fin  dilcover  an  utter  want  of  all  fuit- 
ablc  reverence  for  the  Divine  Majefh'.     Thi? 
principle  is  juftly  termed  in  Scripture,  *'  the 
"  beginning  of  wifdom,"   and  there  is  per- 
haps no  one  quality  which  it  is  fo  much 
the  ftudious  endeavour  of  the  facred  writers  - 
to  impress  upon  the  human  heart  -j-. 

*  GaL  V.  19—21.   Cd.  iii.  5 — 9. 

t  Job,  xxviii.  26,  Plalm,  cxi.  lO.  ^rsv.  t.  7.— Ix.  10. 
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Sin  is  confidcred  in  Scripture  as  rebellion 
agaiiift  the  (bvereigntj  of  God,  and  every  dif- 
ferent a£l  of  it  equally  violates  his  law,  ani^ 
if  perfevered  in,  declaims  his  iiipremacy. 
To  the  inconfiderate  and  the .  gay  this  doc- 
trine may  feem  harfli,  while,  vainly  fluttering 
in  the  funfliine  of  worldly  profperity,  they  lull 
themfelves  into  a  fond  fccurity.  '*  But  the 
**  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the 
**  night ;  in  which  the  Heavens  ihall  pafs 
"  away  with'  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements 
"  fliall  melt  with  fervent  heat;  the  earth  alfo 
**  and  the  works  that  are  therein  fliall  be 
**  burnt  up.*' — "  Seeing  then,  that  all  theic 
•*  things  ihall  be  diflblved,  what  manner  of 
"  perfbns  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  conver- 
*'  fation  and  Godlinefs  *  ?"  We  are  but  an 
atom  in  the  univerfe.— Worlds  upon  worlds 
furround  us,  all  probably  full  of  intelligent 
creatures,  to  whom,  now  or  hereafter,  we  may 
be  a  fpeiSlacle,  and  afford  an  example  of  the 
Divine  procedure.  Who  then  Ihall  take  upon 
him  to  pronounce  what  might  be  the  ifTue, 
if  lin  were  fufFered  to  pafs  unpuniflied  in  one 
cprner  of  this  univerfal  empire  ?  Who  fliall 
fay  what  coiifuiion  might  be  the  contequence, 
\\'hat  dilbrder  it  might  fpread  through  the 
•  iPeter.iii.  lO,  li. 
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creation  of  God  ?-   Be  this  however  as  it  may    sect. 
the  language  of  Scripture  is  clear  and  decifive ;  ■  fc  ■^- 
— "  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned  into  hell,         ' 
*'  and  all  the  people  that  forget  God." 

It  fliould  be  carefully  obfervcd  too,  that 
thele  awful  denunciations  of  the  future  pu- 
nifliinent  of  fin  derive  additional  weight  from 
this  coniideration,  that  they  are  reprefented, 
not  merely  as  a  judicial  fentence  which,  with- 
out violence  to  the  fettled  order  of  things, 
nnight  be  remitted  through  the  mere  mercy 
of  our  Almighty  Governor,  but  as  arifing  out> 
of  the  eftabilfhed  courfe  of  nature;  as  hap-- 
pening  in  the  way  of  natural  confecjucnce, 
juft  as  a  caufe  is  neceffarily  connefled  with  its, 
efFeft;  as  refulting  from  certain  connexions 
and  relations  which  rendered  them  fuitable 
and  becoming.  It  is  llated,  that  the  king- 
dom of  God  and  the  kingdom  of  Satan  are 
both  fet  uj>  in  the  world,  and  that  to  the  one 
or  the  other  of  thele  wc  muft  belong.  "  The 
*•  righteous  have  f>aJJeJ  from  death  unto 
'*  life"-:-*'  they  are  delivered  from  the  power 
"  of  darknefs,  and  are  tranflated  into  the 
**  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son  *."  They 
arc  become  "  the  children,"  and  "  the  fub- 
**  jcfts  of  God."     While  on  earth,  they  love 

•  CoI.i.  13. 

his 
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his  day,  his  fei-vice,  his  -people ;  they  "  ipeak 
,  "good  of  his  name;"  they  abound  , in  hiy 
works.  Even  here  they  are  in  fomc  degree 
pofiefTed  of  his  image,  by  and  by  it  ftiall  be 
perfected ;  they  fliall  awake  up  after  his 
"  likenefi,"  and  being  "  heirs  of  eternal  life," 
they  fliall  receive  "  an  inheritance  incorrup- 
"  tible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
**  away." 

Of  finners,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  de- 
clared, that  "  they  are  of  their  father  the 
"  devil ;"  while  on  earth,  they  are  ftyled 
"  his  children,"  *'  his  fervants ;"  they  are  faid 
"  to  do  his  works,"  "  to  hold  of  his  fide,"  to 
be,  "  fubjeds  of  his  kingdom:"  at  length 
"  they  (hall  partake  his  portion,"  when  the 
mercifiil  Saviour  ihall  be  changed  into  an 
avenging  Judge,  and  Ihall  pronounce  that 
dreadful  fentence,  "  depart  from  me,ye  curled, 
"  into  evcrlalKng  fire  prepared  for  the  devil 
"  and  his  angels." 

Is  it  poffible  that  thefe  declarations  Oiould 
not  ftrike  terror,  or  at  leaft  excite  ferious  and 
fearful  apprchenfion  in  the  lightefl  and  moft 
inconfidcrate  mind  ?  But  the  imaginations  of 
men  are  fatally  prone  to  fuggefl  to  them  fal- 
lacious hopes  in  the  very  face  of  thefe  pofi- 

tive 
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tive  declarations.  We  cannot  perliiade  our- 
•*  lelves  that  God  will  in  fa6l  prove  fo  fevere." 
It  was  the  very  delufion.to  which  our  firft 
parents  liftened  ;   "  Ye  fhall  not  furely  die.** 

Let  me  aft  thefe  rafli  men,  who  are  thus 
dirpofed  to  trifle  with  their  immortal  in- 
terefts,  had  they  lived  in  the  antediluvian 
world,  would  they  have  conceived  it  pofliblc 
that  God  would  then  execute  his  predifted 
threatening  ?  Yet  the  event  took  place  at  the 
appointed  time ;  the  flood  came  and  fwept 
them  all  away  ;  and  this  awful  inftance  of 
the  anger  of  God  againfl:  iin  is  related  in  the 
inlpired  writings  for  our  inftrutaion.  Still 
more  to  roufe  us  to  attention,  the  record  is 
imprefled  in  indehble  characters  on  -the  Iblid 
fubftance  of  the  very  globe  we  inhabit ; 
which  thus,  in  every  country  upon  earth,  fur- 
nifhes  praftical  atteftations  to  the  truth  of 
the  iac»cd  ^writings,  and  to  the  aftual  accom- 
plifhmeht  of  their  awful  predifiions.  For 
myfelf  I  muft  declare,  that  I  never  can  read 
without  awe  the  paffage,  in  which  our  Sa- 
viour is  ipcaking  of  the  ftate  of  the  world  at 
the  time  of  this  memorable  event.  The  wick- 
cdnefs  of  men  is  reprelented  to  have  been 
great  and  prevalent;  yet  not  as  we  are  ready 
to  conceive,  fuch  as  to  interrupt  the  courie, 
X  and 
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CHAF.  and  (hake  the  very  frame  of  fociety.  The 
IV.       general  face  of  things  was,  perhaps,  not  very 

^'~*""'*'^  different  from  that-  which  is  exhibited  in 
many  of  the  European  nations.  It  was  a 
felfiih,  a  luxurious,  an  irreligious,  and  an 
inconfideratc.  world.  They  were  called,  but 
they  would  not  hearken ;  they  were  warned* 
but  they  would  not  believe — **  they  did 
**  eat,  they  drank,  they  married  wives,  they 
**  were  given  in  marriage :"  fuch  is  the  ac- 
count of  one  of  the  EvangeliAs ;  in  that  of 
another  it  is  ftated  nearly  in  the  fame  words; 
"  They  were  eating  and  drinking,  marrying 
'*  and  giving  in  marriage,  and  knew  not 
*'  until  the  flood  came  and  fwept  them  all 
"  away." 

ZMdeqaite  Again,  we  fee  throughput,  m  the  {y^cm 
Sfcukyof  which  we  have  been  defcribing,  a  moft  in- 
^■ng  to  adequate  conception  of  the  difficulty  of  be- 
coming true  Chriftians ;  and  an  utter  forget- 
fiilnefs  of  its  being  the  great  bufmels  of  life 
to  lecure  our  admiiiion  i;itb  Heaven,  and  to 
prepare  our  hearts  for  its  fervicc  and  enjoy- 
ments. The  general  notion  appears  to  be, 
that,  if  born  in  a  country  of  which  Chriftia- 
nity  is  the  eftabliiKed  religion,  we  are  bom 
Chriftians.  We  do  not  therefore  look  out 
for  pofitive  evidence  of  our  really  being  of 

tfcat 
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that  number;  but  putting  the  onus  proban£,  ssct. 
(if  it  may  be  &  exprcfied)  on  the  wrong  fide,  ▼. 
wc  conceive  ourfelvcs  fiich  ^  courfe^  except 
our  title  be  dilproved  by  pofitive  evidence  to 
the  contrary*  And  we  arc  fo  flow  in  giving 
car  to  what  conlcience  urges  to  us  on  this 
fide  J  fb  dexterous  in  juftifying  what  is  clearly 
wrong,  in  palliating  what  we  cannot  jufttfy, 
in  magnifying  the  merit  of  what  is  fairly 
commendable,  in  flattering  ouHelves  that  our 
habits  of  vice  are  only  occafional  a£h,  and  in 
multiplying  our  fingle  zBl%  into  hiabits  o^ 
virtue,  that  we  mull  be  bad  indeed,  to  be 
compelled  to  give  a  verdift  againA  ourfelves. 
Befides,  having  no  fuipicion  of  our  ftate,  lye 
do  not  let  ourlislves  in  earneft  to  the  work 
of  ielf-'examination ;  but  only  receive  in  a 
confiiied  and  hafly  way  fome  occafional  no^ 
tices  of  our  danger,  when  ficknefs,  or  the  lols 
of  a  friend,  or  the  recent  commiifion  of  Ibme 
aft  of  vice  of  greater  fize  than  ordinary,  has 
awakened  in  our  conlciences  a  mgie  than 
tifual  degree  of  fenfibility. 

Thus,  by  the  generality,  it  is  altogether 
forgotten,  that  the  Chriftian  has  a  great  work 
to  execute  ;  that  of  forming  himfelf  after  the 
"^ttern  of  his  Lord  and  Mafter,  through  the 
operatiou  of-  the  Holy  Spuit  of  God,  which 
X  a  is 


i:,Googk' 


jbS  PRBVArLIKG    IHADEfiyJLTB    eOWfaPTtOHS 

c-H  AP.  is  promiled  to  our  fervent  prayers  and  diU- 
n^^i^^^  gent  endeavours.  Unconfcious  of  the  obfta- 
cles  which  impede,  and  of  the  enemies  which 
refift  their  advancement ;  they  are  naturally 
forgetful  alfo  of  the  ample  provjfion  which  is 
m  ftore,  for  enabling  them  to  fiirmouut  the 
one,  and  to  conquer  the  other.  The  fcrip- 
tural  reprefentatibns  of  the  ftate  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  on  earth,  by  the  images  of  **  a  race," 
and  "  a  warfare ;"  of  its  being  ncceflary  to 
rid  himfelf  of  every  encumbrance  which  might 
retard  him  in  the  one,  and  to  furnifti  himfelf 
with  the  whole  armour  of  God  for  being  vic- 
torious in  the  other,  are,  fo  far  as  thefe  no- 
Aiinal  Chriftians  are  concerned,  figures  of  oo 
propriety  or  meaning;  As  little  have  they, 
in  correspondence  with  the  Scripture  delcrip- 
tions  of  the  feelings  and  language  of  real 
Chriftians, '  any  idea  of  acquiring  a  rcliih, 
while  on  earth,  for  the  worship  and  fervice 
of  Heaven.  If  the  truth  muft  be  told,  their 
notion  is  rather  a  cMifufed  idea  of  future 
gratification  in  Heaven,  in  return  for  having 
put  a  force  upon  their  inclhiations,  and  en- 
dured fb  much  religion  while  on  earth. 

But  all  this  is  only  »omma/ ChriftianiQ', 

which  exhibits  a  more  inadequate  image  of 

her  real  excellencies,  than  the  cold  copyings, 

■     6  br 
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b^  (bme  infipid  pencil,  convey  of  the  force  and  ssafi 
grace  of  Nature,,  or  of  Raphael.  In  the  Ian-  *' 
guage  of  Scripture,  Chriftianityis  not  a  geogra- 
phicat,  but  a  moral  term.  It  is  not  the  being  a 
native  of  a  Chriftian  country :  iris  acottdition^ 
afiate  ;.the  poflefliou  oi ^peculiarnaiur£,  with 
the  ^a/iiKs  and  ptvperties  which  beloag  to  it. 


Farther  than  this, it  isa  Aateintn  which 
we  are  not  btrit^  but  into  which  vre  muft  he 
iranjlated-y  a  nature  which  we-dD.Jtot  M^r^ 
but  ■  into  which  we  are  to  be  created  anew* 
To  the  uiidefeiVed  grace  of  God,  which  is 
pi^iiiifed  on  our  ufe  of  the  appointed  means^ 
we  tnufl  be  -  indebted  for  the  attainment  of 
this  nature  ;  and,,  to  acquire  and-  make  fure  of 
iti  is  that  great  "  work  of  our  falvation," 
which  wc  are-  eommanded  to  **  work  out 
**  with  fear  and  trembling."  We  areevei^ 
where  reminded,,  that  this  is  a  matter  of  la- 
bour aiuj  difficulty,  requiring  continual  watch- 
ftihiefs,  and  unoe^ng  effort,  and  unwearied 
patience.  Even  to  the  very  lail,  towards  the 
clofe  of  a  long  life  confumcd  in  aftive  fer- 
vice,  oi"  in  cheerful  fuffering,  we  find  St. 
Paul  ■  himielf  declaring,  that  he  conceived 
bodily  felf-denial  and  mental  difcipline  to  be 
indiipenfably  neceflary  to  his  very  iafety, 
Chriflians,  who  are  really  worthy  of  the  name, 
X  3  are 
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CHAP,  are  r^refeiited  as  being  "  made  meet  for  the 
^^  ** inheritance  ofthc Saints  in  light;"  as  "wait-. 
**  ing  foK  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;" 
BS  "  looking  for  and  haftening  unto  the  corm 
"  ing  of  the  day  of  God."  It  is  ftaterf  as  being 
enough  to  make  them  happy,  that  *'  Chrift 
"  fljould  receive  them  to  himfelf;'*  and  the 
ibngs  of  the  blcfled  fpirits  In  Heaven,  are 
described  to  be  the  fame,  as  thofe  in  which 
the  fervants  of  God  on  earth  pour  forth  their 
gratitude  and  adoration, 

Conscious  therefore  of  the  indifpenfabie 
neceffity,  and  of  the  arduous  nature  of  the 
fcrvice  in  which  he  is  engaged,  the  tnie 
Chriftian  fcts  hirafelf  to  the  work  with  vi- 
gour, and  profecutes  it  with  dihgence.  His 
motto  is  that  of  the  painter ;  "  mi//us  d'tesfne 
**  iine^."  Fled  as  it  were  from  a  country. Jn 
which  the  plague  is  raging,  he  thinks  it  not 
enough  juil  to  pafs  the  boundary  line,  but 
would  put  out  of  doubt  his  elcape  beyond  the 
limbs  of  infeflion.  Prepared  to  meet  with 
difficulties,  he  is  not  difcouraged  when  they 
occur ;  wju'ned  of  his  numerous  adverfaries,bc 
isnot  alarmed  on  their  approach,  or  unprovided 
for  encountering  them.  Heknows  that  the  be- 
ginnings of  ever^  new  courle  may  be  expcfi-^ 
cd  to  be  rough  and  painf\il ;  but  he  is  aC- 
'  fured 
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fiired  that  the  paths  on  which  he  is  entering    szct. 
will  cre  long  feem  fmoother,    and  become       v. 
iodeed  "  paths  of  pleaiantnefs  and  peace." 

Now  of  the  ftate  of  luch  an  one  the  cx- 
preflions  of  Pilgrim  and  Stranger  are  a  liveiy 
description  ^  and  all  the  other  iigures  and 
images,  by  which  Chriilians  are  reprefcnted 
in  Scriphire,  have  in  his  cafe  a  determinate 
meaning  and  a  juft  application.  There  is 
indeed  none,  by  which  the  Chriftian's  ftate 
on  earth  is  in  the  wprd  of  God  more  fre- 
qtuntly  imaged,  or  more  happily  illuftrated, 
Uian  by  that  of  a  journey :  and  it  may  not  be 
amils  to  paufe  for  a  while  in  order  to  fiirvey 
it  under  that  reiemblance.  The  Chriftian 
is  travelling  on  butine^  through  a  ftrange 
country,  in  which  he  is  commanded  to  ex- 
ecute his  work  with  diligence,  and  purfue 
fais  courie  homeward  with  alacrity.  -  The 
fruits  which  he  fees  by  the  way-fide  he  ga- 
thers with  caution  ;  he  drinks  of  the  ftreams 
with  moderation  ;  he  is  thankful  whwi  the- 
fun  fliines,  and  his  way  is  pleafant  j  but  if  it 
be  rough  and  rainy,  he  cares  not  much,  he 
is  but  a  traveller,  He.is  prepared  fOr  viciffi- 
tndes ;  he.know^that  he  muft  expe£l  to  meet 
with  ihem  in  tKe  ilormy  and  uncertain  di- 
xnaCe  of  this  world.  But  he  is  travelling  to 
X  4.  "a  better 
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"abetter  country/'  acountryof  unclouded 
li^Iit  and  uotlifturbed  ferentty.  He  finds  alfo 
by  experience,  that  when  he  has  had  the  leaft 
of  external  comforts,  he  has  always  been 
Icafl  dilpofed  to  loiter  ;  and  if  for  the  time  it 
be  a  little  dilagreeablc,  he  can  folace  biml'elf 
with  the  idea  of  his  being  thereby  foini-arded 
in  his  courfc.  In  a  lels  unfavourable  feaibiii 
he  looks  round  him  with  an  eye  of  obfcrva- 
tion ;  he  admires  what  is  beautiful ;  he  ex^ 
mines,  what  is  curious ;  he  receives  with 
cqmplacency  the  refrefhments  which  are  fet 
before  him,  and  enjoys  them  with  thankful- 
neis.  Nor  does  he  churliflily  refulc  to  iSo' 
ciate  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
through  which  he  is  palling ;  nor,  £6  fat  as 
,he  may,  to  fpeak  tbeiv  language,  and  adopt 
their  faihioas,  But  he  neither  fuffcrs  plea^ 
fure,  nor  curiofity,  nor  foclety,  to  take  up  too 
much  o£  his  time,  and  is  ftill  intent  on  trajil- 
a6iing  the  bnfinels  which  he  has  to  execute, 
and  on  profecuting  the  journey  which  he  is 
ordered  to  purfue.  He  knows  alio  that,  to 
the  very  end  of  life,  hisjournejiwill  be  through 
a.  country  in  which  he  has  many  enemies ; 
that  his  way  is  belet  w.ith  fnares  ;  that  temp- 
tations throng  arpund  hini,  to  feduce  him 
from  his  courfe  or  check  Tiis  advancement 
in  it ;  that  the  very  air  difpoles  to  drcwfinefe* 

9nd 
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and  that  therefore  to  the  very  laft  it  will  be 
requifite  for  hina  to  be  circutnfpeft  and  col- 
lefted.  Often  therefore  he  examines  where* 
abouts  he  is,  how  he  has  got  forward,  dnd 
whether  or  not  he  is  travelUng  in  the  right 
diredion.  Sometimes  he  feems  to  hirafelf  to 
make  confiderable  progrefs,  fometimes  he  adi- , 
vances  but  flowJy,  too  often  he  finds  reafbn  to 
fear  he  has  fallen  backward  in  his  courle. 
Now  he  is  cheered  with  hope,  and  gladdened 
by  fuccefs  ;  now  he  is  difquieted  with  doubts, 
and  damped  by  difappointments.  Thus  while 
to  nominal  Chriilians,  Religicai  is  a  dull  uni- 
form thing,  and  they  have  no  conception  of 
the  deiires  and  difappointments,  the  hopes 
and  fears,  the  joys  and  forrows,  which  it  is 
calculated  to -bring  into  exercife ;  in  the  true 
Chriflian  all  is  life  and  motion,  and  his  great 
work  calls  forth  alternately  the  various  paf- 
fions  of  the  foul.  Let  it  not  therefore  be 
imagined  that  his  is  a  ftate  of  unenlivened 
toil  and  hardlhip.  His  very  labours  are  "  the 
labours  of  love;"  if  "  he  has  need  of  pa- 
hence,"  it  is  "  the  patience  of  hope ;"  and 
he  is  cheered  in  his  work  by  the  conftant  at 
liirance  of  prefent  fupport,  and  of  final  vic- 
tory. Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  this  is  the 
very  idea  given  us  of  happinefs  by  one  of  the 
^bleA  examineFS  of  tb?  human  mind ;  **  a 
"  conffeni 
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CHAF.  "conAant  employment  ibr a defired end,  with 
IV.      ♦*  the  confcioufheis  of  a  continual  progrels." 

^"'^'f*'^  So  true  is  the  Scripture  declaration,  that 
**  Godlinels  has  the  proaife  of  the  life  that 
**  now  is,  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to 
**  come." 


ChrlftiiM 


Our  review  of  the  charailcr  of  the  bult 

of  nominal  Chril^ians  has  exhibited  abun- 

arfeaivein  ^jj^^  proo^  of  their  allgwed  defediivenefs  in 

the  love  of  r  -.,  ^.    ■/!• 

Coi  that  great  conftituent  of  the  true  Chriftian 
charaSer,  the  love  of  God.  Many  jnllances, 
in  proof  of  this  al&rtion^  have  been  inciden- 
tally pointed  out,  and  the  charge  is  in  itlelf 
fo  obvious,  that  it  were  fuperfluous  to  ipend 
much  time  in  endeavouring  to  eftablifli  it. 
Put  the  queftion  foirly  to  the  teft.  Con- 
cerning the  proper  marks  and  evidences  of 
affeiSlion,  there  can  be  little  difpute.  Let 
the  moft  candid  inveftigator  escamine  the 
character,  and  condu^  and  language  of  the 
perfons  of  whom  we  have  been  ^>eaking; 
and  he  will  be  compelled,  to  acknowledge, 
'  that  lb  ^  as  love  towards  the  Supreme  Being 
is  in  queilion,  thefe  marks  and  evidences  are 
no  where  to  be  met  with.  It  is  in  itfelf  a 
deciijve  evidence  of  a  .contrary  feeling  in 
thofe  nominal  Chrifiians,  that  they  find  no 
pleafure  in  the  fervice  and  worOiip  of  God. 
Thar 
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Their  devotional  afts  refembic  lefs  the  free-  "CT. 
will  offerings  of  a  grateful  heart,  than  that  ^^,,Z^ 
conftrained  and  reluctant  homage,  which  is 
exafled  by  feme  hard  mafter  from  his  flp- 
prefled  dependents,  and  paid  with  cold  fullen- 
nefs,  and  flavifh  apprehenfion.  It  was  the 
very  charge  brought  by  God  againft  his  un- 
grateful people  of  old,  that,  while  they  calM 
bim  Sovereign  and  Father,  they  withheld 
from  him  the  regards  which  levei-ally  belong 
to  thofe  refpe£led  and  cndeariug  appellations. 
Thus  we  likewife  think  it  enough  to  offer 
to  the  moft  excellent  and  amiable  of  Beings, 
to  our  fupreme  and  unwearied  Bencfeflor,  a 
dull,  artificial,  hcartlefs  gratitude,  of  which 
we  Ihould  be  alhamed  in  the  cafe  of  a  fellow- 
creature,  who  had  ever  fo  finall  a  claim  on 
pur  regard  and  thankfiilneis  I 

It  may  be  of  infiniteuft  to  eftablifh  in  our 
minds  aftrong  and  habitual  fenfc  of  that  firft 
and  great  commandment — "  Thou  fhalt  love 
*'  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and 
"  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  ibul, 
"  and  with  all  thy  ftrength."  This  palHon, 
operative  and  vigorous  in  its  veiy  nature, 
like  a  mafter  fpring,  would  fet  in  motion  and 
maintain  in  adiou  all  the  complicated  raovQi> 
inents  of  the  hum^  foul.     Spon  alio  would 

it 
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CHAP,  it  terminate  many  practical  queftiohs  can* 
>v>       cemitig  the  ajlowablenefs  of  certain  cofn- 

^'^"^'"'^'^  plianccs;  queftiofls  which,  with  other  Jimi- 
lar  difficulties,  are  often  only  the  cold 
offspring  of  a  fpirit  of  reluctant  iubmi£< 
£on,  and  cannot .  iland  the  eacounter  of 
lhi»  trying  principle.  If,  for  example,  it 
were  difputed,  whether  or  not  the  law 
of  God  were  /o  Arid  as  had  been  {lated, 
ia  condetnuing  the  (lighteA  infraction  of 
it»  precepts;  yet,  when,  from,  the  prcciie 
■demands  of  jui^ice,  the  appeal  ihall  be  oiadc 
to  the  more  generous  principle  of  love,  there 
would  be  at  once  an  end  of  the  dilcuflion. 
^ear  will  deter  from  acknowledged  crimes, 
^nd  ielf-interefl:  will  bribe  to  laborious  fer- 
vicefi :  but  it  is  the  peculiar  glory,  and  the 
very  charafteriftic,  of  this  more  generous  paf- 
fion,  to«ihew  itfelf  in  ten  thoufand  little  and 
undefinable  afts  of  fedulous  attention,  which 
love  alone  can  pay,  and  of  which,  when  paod, 
.love  alone  can  eHiimate  the  value.  Ijove 
tH-itruns  the  dedp61ions  of  reafoning;  it  icorns 
the  refuge  of  cafoiftry;  it  requires  not  the 
How  procefs  of  laborious  and  undeniable 
proof  th^t  one.  ailion  would  he  injurious  and 
oifenlive,  or  another  beneficial  or  gratifying 
to  the  objed  of  its  afFeSion.  The  leaft  hint, 
the  flighteft  furmiie,  is  fufficient  to  piake  it 
ftart 
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fiart  &am  the  former,  and:%  with  eagQrne&    szct.' 
to  the  latter.  *- 

■  I  AM  well  aware  that  1  am  now  about  to  TbtSi*^ 
tread  on  very  tender  ground ;  bat  it  would  be- 
an improper  deference  to  the  opinions  and 
manners  of  the  age  altogether  to  avoid  itV 
Tliere  has  been  much  argiiment  concerning 
the  lawfulne^  of  theatrical  amulements  ("aj. 
Let  it  be  fufficicnt  to  remark,  that  the  c«i- 
troverfy  would  be  (hort  indeed,  if  the  queftion 
were  to  be  tried  by  this  criterion  of  love  td 
the  Supretne  Behig.  If  there  were  any  fhing 
of  that  fcnfibility  for  the  honour  of  God, 
and  of  that  zeal  in  his  fervice,  which  we 
fliew  in  behalf  of  our  earthly  friends,  or  of 
our  'political  connexions,  fhould  we  feek  our 
pleafure  in  that  place  which  the  debauchee, 
inflamed  with  wine,  or  bent  on  the  grati- 
ficatiort  of  other  licentious  appetites,  find? 
moft  congenial  to  his  ftate  and  temper  of 
mind  ?  In  that  place,  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  which,  (how  juftly  termed  a  fchool  of 
morals  nught  hence  alone  be  inferred)  de- 

(a)  Tt  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  remark,  that  the  word  i» 
to  be  undcrftood  in  i  lai^e  fenfs,  a*  including  Itie 
Opeia,  Uc. 

corum. 
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CHAP,  corum,  and  modefty,  and  regularity  retire* 
^I^Lj  while  riot  ^d  lewdne&  are  invited  to  the 
ipot,  and  invariably  lele£l  it  for  their  chofen 
refidence  !  where  the  facred  name  of  God  is 
often  profaned  !  where  fentiments  are  often 
heard  with  delight,  and  motions  and  geftures 
often  applauded,  which  would  not  be  to- 
lerated in  private  company,  but  which  may 
far  exceed  the  utmoft  licence  allowed  in  the 
£x:ial  circle,  without  at  all  tranfgrefling  the 
large  bounds  of  theatrical  dcconim  !  where, 
when  moral  principles  are  inculcated,  they 
are  not  fuch  as  a  Cbriflian  ought  to  cheriih 
in  his  bofom,  but  fucK  as  it  muft  be  his  daily 
endeavour  to  extirpate;  not  thoie  which 
Scripture  warrants,  but  tho&  which  it  con- 
demns as  falfe  and  Ipurious,  being  founded 
in  pride  and  ambition,  and  the  over-valuation 
of  human  favour !  where  iiirely,  if  a  ChriiHan 
ihould  trufl  himfelf  at  all,  it  would  be  re- 
quifite  for  him  to  prepare  himfelf  with  a 
double  portion  of  watchfulnefi  and  ftriouf- 
nels  of  mind,  inilead  of  fele£ting  it  as  tl)e 
place  in  which  he  may  throw  off  his  guard, 
and  unbend  without  danger!  The  jufhiels  of 
this  laft  i%mark,  and  the  general  tendency  of 
theatrical  amufements,  is  stteAed  by  .the 
fame  well  Inftrufted  mailer  in  the  fcience  of 
human 
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human  life,  to  whom  we  had  before  occasion    sect. 
to  refer.     By  him  they  are  recommended  as       v. 
the  moft  efficacious  expedient  for  relaxing,  ^— v-i** 
among  any  people,  that  "  precifeiafs  and  au^ 
fier'ity  of  morals,"  to  ufe  his  own  phrafe, 
which,  under  the  name  of  holinefs,  it  is  the 
bufinefs  of  Scripture  to  inculcate  and  enforce. 
Nor  is  this  pofition  merely  theoretical.     The 
cxjieriment  was  tried,  and  tried  fuccefsfuliy, 
in  a  city  upon  the  continent  (a)^  in  which  it 
was  wiflied  to  corrupt  th^mple  morality  of 
purer  times. 

Let  OS  try  the  ijue^on  Ey  a  parallel  ia- 
ibnce. 

{b)  Geneva— It  is  wot^y  of  retnarlc,  that  die  p^-houlbs 
ban  muldpticd  extremely  in  Paris  ftnce  the  revolution  i 
tixl  that  laft  winter  there  were  twenty  q>en  every  nigh^ 
and  all  crowdett.  It  fliould  not  be  left  unobfcrvcd,  aiad  it 
is  ferioufly  rubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  who  re 
gani  die  Ihige  as  a  fchool  of  morals,  that  the  pieces  which 
were  bcft  compofcd,  bell  aflcd,  and  moil  warmly  and  ge» 
neraDy  applauded,  were  fiich  as  abounded  in  touches  of  de' 
linte  (cn£bility.  The  people  of  Paris  have  never  beea 
imagined  to  be  more  fufccptible,  rhan  the  generality  of 
mankind,  of  the(e  emotions,  aid  this  is  not  the  particular 
period  when  die  Parifiaas  have  bean  commonly  conceivei} 
noft  under  their  influence.  Vide  Journal  d'un  Voyageur 
Ncutre.  The  author  of  the  work  exprelTes  himfclf  as 
aftoniflted  by  the  pbxnomenoD,  and  as  unable  to  account 
fitfit 

What 
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cHAP^  What  judgement  ihould  we  form  of  the 
tv.       warmth  of  that  man's  attachment  to  his  So- 

^"'^y"'^  vereign,  who,  at  feafons  of  recreation,  fhould 
feek  his  plealures  in  fcenes  aa  ill  accordant 
with  tl^e  principle  of  loyalty,  as  thoie  of 
which  we  have  been  fpeaking  are  with  the 
genius  of  leligion  ?  If  for  this  purpole  he 
were  to  (tXt&i  the  place,  and  frequent  the 
amufements  to  which  Democrats  and  Jaco- 
bins {aj  fhould.  love  to.  refort  for  entertain- 
ment, and  in  whjgh  they  fhould  find  them- 
felves  fo  much  at  home,  as  invariably  to  felefl 
the  fpot  for  their  abiding  habitation ;  where 
dialogue,  and  fong,  and  the  intelligible  lan- 
guage of  gefliculation,  fhould  be  ufed  to  con- 
vey ideas  and  fentiments,  not  perhaps  pal- 
pably treafonable,  or  falling  diredly  within  the 
ilri6l  precifion  of  any  legal  limits,  but  yet 
palpably  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  monarchical 
government;  which,  further,  the  hsghefi au- 
thorities had  recommended  as  fovercign  fpe- 
cifics  for  cooling  the  warmth,  and  enlarging 
the  narrownefs  ■  of    an   exceffive    loyalty ! 

(a)  The  author  is  almoft  afraid  of  ufing  Ac  terms  'eft 
tiicy  Ihould  convey  an  impreffion  of  party  feelings,  of  which 
he  wlQies  this  book  to  exhibit  no  traces;  but  he  here 
means  by  Democrats  and  Jacobins,  not  pcrfons  on  iriiom 
party  violence  Ellens  the  epithet,  but  perfixu  who  are 
really  and  avowedly  fuch. 

What 
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What  cfiinion  ihould  we  form  of  the  deli-    $ect. 
cacy  of  that  friendfhip*  or  of  the  fidelity  of      -t- 
that  love,  which,  in  relation  to  their  refpec-        '^ 
tive  d3Je6ts,  fhould  exhibit  the  lame  coq- 

tradi£tioiis  ? 

In  truth,  the  hard  meafure^  if  the  phrale 
may  be  pardoned, ,  whiph  we  give  to  God  ; 
and  the  very  different  way  in  which  we 
allow  ourfelves  to  aft,  and  fpeak,  and  feel, 
where  he  is  concerned,  from  that  which 
we  requirt;^  or  even  pra6lile  in  the  cafe  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  is  in  itfelf  the  moft 
decifive  proof  that  the  principle  of  the 
Jove  of  God,  if  not  altogether  extinft  in 
us,  is  at  lea{t  in  the  lowed  pofCble  degree  of 
languor. 

From  examining  the  degree  in  which  the  Praakai 
bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  are  defeftlve  in  ,il^bai 
the  love  of  God,  if  we  proceed  to  inquire  SiTiB 
concerning  the  ftrength  of  their  love  towards  """I  ■*- 
tneir   fellow-creatures,  the  writer  is   well  Jo«cf 
aware  of  its  being  generally  held,  that  here  low^nwl 
at  leaft  they  may  rather  challenge  praife  than  '"™' 
fubmit  to  cenfure.     And  the  many  btne- 
ficent    inftitutions   in  which   this    country 
abounds,  probably  above  every  other,  whe- 
Y  ther 
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•  HAP.  ther  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  may  be  per- 
*v.       haps  appealed  toin  proof  of  the  opinion.  Much 

^""""^^  of  what  might  have  been  otherwife  urged  in 
the  dilcuflion  of  this  topic,  has  been  antici- 
pated in  the  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  the 
extravagant  ei^imation,  ailigaed  to  amiable 
tempers  and  uieful  lives,  when  unconnefled 
with  religious  principle.  What  was  then 
ftated  may  ferve  in  many  caies  to  lower,  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  the  loftinefs  of  the  pre- 
tentions of  theie  nominal  ChrifUans  ;  and 
■We  Ihall  hereafter  have  occaiiMi  to  men- 
tion another  confideration,  of  which  the  ef- 
feft  muft  be,  ftill  further  to  reduce  their 
claims.  Meanwhile,  let  it  fufficc  to  remark, 
that  we  muft  not  reft  fatisficd  with'  merely 
fuperficial  appearances,  if  we  would  form  a 
fair  eftimate  of  the  degree  of  purity  and  vi- 
gour, in  whicli  the  principle  of  good  will  to- 
wards menwarms  the  bofoms  of  the  generality 
of  profefted  Chriftians  in  the  higher  and  more 
opulent  clafTes  in  this  country.  In  a  highly 
polilhed  ftate  of  fociety,  for  inftance,  we  do 
not  expeft  to  find  morofenefs ;  and  in  an 
age  of  great  profufion,  though  we  may  re- 
fled!  with  pleafure  .on  thofe  numerous  cha- 
ritable inftitutions,  which  are  juftly  the  ho- 
nour of  Great- Britain;  we  are  not  toohaftil/ 
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to  infer  a  ftrong  principle  of  internal  behe-  sect; 
voience,  from  liberal  contributions  to  the  re-  v. 
lief  of  indigence  and  miiery.  When  thefe  con-  ^'"^'"*^ 
tributions  indeed  are  equally  abundant  in  fru-' 
gal  times,  or  from  individuals  perfonally  oeco- 
nomical,  the  Iburce  from  which  they  originate 
becomes  lels  quefHonable.  But  a  vigorous 
principle  of  philanthropy  muft  not  be  at 
once  conceded,  on  the  ground  of  liberal  be- 
neftiflions  to  the  poor,  in  the  cafe  of  one  who 
by  his  liberality  in  this  relped  is  curtailed  in 
no  neceflary,  is  abridged  of  no  luxury,  is  put 
to  no  trouble  either  of  thought  or  of  a£Hon  j 
who,  not  to  impute  a  defire  of  being  praifed 
for  his  benevolence,  is  injured  in  no  man's 
cAimation;  in  whom  alfo  familiarity  with 
large  fums  has  produced  that  freedom  in  the 
expenditure  of  money,  which  it  never  hih 
to  operate,  except  in  minds  under  the  influ-* 
ence  of  a  ftrong  principle  of  avarice. 

Our  conclufion,  perhaps,  would  be  lefs  fe-  Tru* 
vourable,  but  not  lefs  fair,  if  we  were  to  try  beneTo- 
the  charailers  in  queftion  by  thofe  furer  tefts,      **" 
which  are  ftated  by  the  Apoftle  to  be  lels 
ambiguous  marks  of  a  real  ipirit  of  philan-' 
thropy.     The  ftrength  of  every  paflion  is  to 
be  cftimated  by  its  viftory  over  paflions  of 
an  oppoiite  nature.     What  judgement  then 
Y  a  Ihall 
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fiiall  we  form  of  the  force  of  the  benevtJence 
of  the  age,  when  meaiiired  by  this  ftandard  ? 
How  does  it  ftand  the  Ihock,  when  it  comes 
into  encounter  with  our  pride,  our  vanitj, 
our  felf-love,  our  felf-intereft,  our  love  of 
eaie  or  of  pleafure,  with  our  ambition,  with 
our  defire  of  worldly  cftimation  ?  Does  it 
make  us  lelf-denying,  that  we  may  be  li- 
beral in  relieving  others  ?  Does  it  make  us 
perfevcrc  in  doing  good  in  fpite  of  ingrati- 
tude ;  and  only  pity  the  ignorance,  or  preju- 
dice, or  malice,  which  miireprefents  our  con- 
du6t,  or  mifconftrues  our  motives  ?  Does  it 
make  us  forbear  from  what  we  conceive  may 
probably  prove  the  occalion  of  harm  to  a 
fellow-creature ;  though  the  harm  fliould  not 
ieem  naturally  or  even  feirly  to  flow  from 
our  condu6t,  but  to  be  the  refult  only  of  his 
own  obftinacy  or  weaknefs  ?  Are  we  flow 
to  believe  any  thing  to  our  neighbour's  difad- 
vantage  ?  and  when  we  cannot  but  credit  it, 
are  we  difpofed  rather  to  cover,  and  as  far 
as  we  juftly  can,  to  palliate,  than  to  divulge 
or  aggravate  it  ?  Supjioie  an  opportunity  to 
occur  of  performing  a  kindnefs,.to  one  who 
from  pride  or  vanity  fhould  be  loth  to  re- 
ceive, or  to  be  known  to  receive,  a  iavour 
from  us ;  ihould  we  honeftly  endeavour,  fo 
^  as  we  could  with  truth,  to  leflen  in  bis 
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own  mind  and  in  that  of  others  the  merit  sier. 
of  our  good  offices,  and  by  fo  doing  dilpofe  v, 
him  to  receive  them  with  diminiihed  reluc-  ^  •"' 
tance,  and  a  lefs  painful  weight  of  obhga- 
tion  ?  This  end,  howe^'cr,  muft  be  accom- 
plifhed,  if  to  be  accompltfhed  at  all,  by  a 
fimple  and  fair  explanation  of  the  circum- 
ftances,  which  may  render  the  aftion  in  no 
wife  inconvenient  to  ourfelves,  though  highly 
beneficial  to  another ;  not  by  Ipeeches  of  af- 
fefted  dilparagement,  which  we  might  eafily 
forefee,  and  in  fa6t  do  forcfee,  muft  pro- 
duce the  conti'ary  effefl.  Can  we,  from  mo- 
tives of  kindnefs,  incur  or  riik  the  charge  of 
being  deficient  in  fpirit,  in  penetration,  or  in 
foreiight  ?  Do  we  tell  another  of  his  faults, 
when  the  communication,  though  probably 
beneficial  to  him,  cannot  be  made  without 
cmbarraflment  or  pain  to  ourfelves,  and  may 
probably  leffen  his  I'egard  for  our  perfon,  or 
his  opinion  of  our  judgement  ?  Can  we  ftifie 
a  repartee  which  would  wound  another^ 
though  the  utterance  of  it  would  gratify  our  ' 

vanity,  and  the  fiippreflion  of  it  may  dif- 
parage  our  charafter  for  wit  ?  If  any  one 
advance  a  miftaken  propdition,  in  an  in- 
ftance  wherein  the  error  may  be  mifchievous 
to  him  ;  can  we,  to  the  prejudice  perhaps  of 
pur  credit  for  difcernment,  forbear  to  con- 
Y  3  tradift 
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CHAP,    tradid  him  in  public,  if  it  be  probable  that 
J'-      in  fo  doing,  by  piquing  his  pride  we  might 

-""^'  "^^  only  harden  him  in  his  error  ?  and  aai  wo 
r-elerve  our  counf?l  for  ibme  more  favour- 
able feaibn,  the  **  mollia  tempora  fandi,** 
when  it  may  be  communicated  without  ofr 
fence  ?  If  we  have  recommended  to  any  one 
a  particular  line  of  conduft,  or  have  pointed 
.  out  the  probable  mifchiefs  of  the  oppofite 

courfe,  and  if  our  admonitions  have  been 
ncglefted,  are  we  rea//y  hurt  when  our  pre- 
(diftions  of  evil  arc  accompliflie^?  Is  our  love 
fuperior  to  envy,  and  Jealouj)',  and  emula-: 
tion  ?  Are  we  acute  to  difcern  and  ferward 
to  embrace  any  fair  opportunity  of  promoting 
the  interefts  of  another  j  if  it  be  in  a  line 
wherein  we  ourfelves  al^  ^e  moving,  and 
in  which  we  think  pur  progrels  has  not  been. 
proportioned  to  our  defert  ?  Can  we  take 
pleafure  in  bringing  his  merits  into  notice, 
and  in  obviating  the  prejudices  which  may 
have  damped  his  efforts,  or  in  removing  ^e 
pbflacles  which  may  have  retarded  his  ad-  j 
vancement  ?  If  even  to  this  extent  we  {houl(^ 
be  able  to  ftand  the  fcrutiny,  let  it  be  far- 
ther alked  how,  in  the  cafe  of  pur  enemies, 
do  we  correfpond  witli  the  Scripture  repre- 
fcntations  of  love  ?  Are  wp  meek  under  pro- 
ypcations. 
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vocations,  ready  to  forgive,  and  apt  to  forget  sbct. 
injuries  ?  Can  we,  with  fmcerity,  "  blels  ^/*, 
"  them  that  curfe  us,  do  good  to  them  that , 
**  hate  us,  and  pray  for  them  which  defpite- 
"  fully  ufe  us,  and  perlecute  us?"  Do  we 
prove  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts  a  real  ipirit 
of  forgivenefs,  by  our  forbearing  not  only 
from  avenging  an  injury  when  it  is  in  our 
power,  but  even  from  telling  to  any  one  "how 
ill  we  have  been  ufed ;  and  that  too  when 
we  are  not  kept  filent  by  a  confcioufnefs  that 
we.fliould  loic  credit  by  divulging  the  cir- 
cumftancc  ?  And  laftly.  Can  we  not  only  be 
content  to  return  our  enemies  good  for  evil, 
(for  this  return,  as  has  been  remarked  by  one 
of  the  greateft  of  uninfpired  authorities,  faj 
may  be  prompted  by  pride  and  repaid  by  felf- 
complacency)  but,  when  they  are  fucceisful 
or  unfuccefsful  without  our  having  contri- 
buted to  their  good  or  ill  fortune,  can  we 
not  only  be  content,  but  cordially  rejoice  in 
their  profpcrily,  or  iympathisse  with  their 
^iftreffes  ? 

These  arc  but  a  few  ipccimens  of  the 
charafleriftic  marks  which  might  be  ftated, 
pf  a  true  predonimant  benevolence ;  yet  even 

(a)  Lord  Bacon, 

Y  4  thcfe 
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CHAP,  thefe  may  ferve  to  convince  us  how  far  the 
''^'       bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  fall  ftiort  of  the 

"^^  requifitions  of  Scripture,  even  in  that  parti- 
cular, which  exhibits  their  chara6i:er  in  the 
moft  favourable  point  of  view.  The  truth  is, 
we  do  not  enough  call  to  mind  the  exalted 
tone  of  Scripture  morality  ;  and  are  therefore 
apt  to  value  ourfelves  on  the  heights  to  which 
we  attain,  when  a  better  acquaintance  with 
our  flandard  would  have  convinced  us  of 
our  falling  far  fliort  of  the  elevation  pre- 
fcribed  to  us.  It  is  in  the  very  inftance  of 
the  moil  difHcult  of  the  duties  lately  Ipeci- 
|ied,  the  forgivenefs  and  love  of  enemies, 
that  our  Saviour  points  out  to  oxir  imita- 
tion the  example  of  our  Supreme  Bene- 
faftor.  After  ftating  that,  by  being  kind 
and  courteous  to  thofe  who,  even  in  the 
world's  opinion,  had  a  title  to  our  good  ofi 
fices  and  good  will,  \vc  fliould  in  vain  iet  up 
a  claim  to  Ckrijiiott  benevolence,  he  empha- 
tically adds,  "  Be  ye  therefore  perfe^,  even 
'*  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is 
**  pcrfeft," 

ThtSbge.       We    muft  here   again   refbrt  to  a   topic 

which   was  lately  touched  on,   that  of  thear 

frical  amufements  j    and  recommend  it  to 

their 
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their  advocates  to  confider  them  in  connec- 
tion with  the  duty,  of  which  we  have  now 
been  exhibiting  fome  of  the  leading  charac- 
ters. 

It  is  an  undeniably  faft,  for  the  truth  of 
which  we  may  fafely  appeal  to  every  age 
und  nation,  that  the  fituation  of  the  perfor- 
mers, particularly  of  thofe  of  the  female 
lex,  is  remarkably  unfavourable  to  the  main- 
tenance and  growth  of  the  religious  and 
moral  principle,  and  of  courfe  highly  dan- 
gerous to  their  eternal  interefts.  Might  it 
not  then  be  fairly  .aiked,  how  for,  in  all  who 
confefs  the  truth  of  this  pofition,  it  is  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fenfibihty  of  Chriftian  bene- 
volence, merely  for  the  entertainment  of  an 
idle  hour,  to  encourage  the  continuance  of 
any  of  their  fellow-creatures  in  fuch  a  way 
of  life,  and  to  take  a  part  in  tempting  any 
others  to  enter  into  it ;  how  far,  confidering 
that,  by  their  own  conceffion,  they  are  em- 
ploying whatever  they  fpend  in  this  way, 
in  fuftaining  and  advancing  the  caufe  of 
vice,  and  conlequently  in  promoting  mifery ; 
they  are  herein  beftowing  this  (hare  of  their 
wealth  m  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  inten- 
tions of  their  holy  and  bene\'olent  Benefacr 
for  ?  how  far  alfo  they  are  not  in  this  inftance 

the 
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the  rather  criminal,  from  there  being  lb  many 
fources  of  innocent  pleafure  open  to  their  en- 
joyment ?  how  for  they  arc  acting  conform- 
ably to  that  golden  principle  of  doing  to 
othere  as  we  would  they  ihould  do  to  us  ? 
how  far  they  harnjonize  with  the  ipirit  of 
the  Apoflle's  affedlionate  declaration,  that  he 
would  deny  himfelf  for  his  whole  life  the 
roofl  innocent  indulgence,  nay,  what  might 
leem  almofl  an  abfolute  neceflary,  rather  than 
caufe  his  weak  fellow  ChriAian  to  o^nd  i 
or  laftly,  how  far  they  are  influenced  by  the 
folemn  language  of  our  Saviour  himfelf;  "  It 
**  muft  needs  be  th^t  offences  come»  but  woe 
**  to  that  man  by  whom  the  offence  cometh ; 
^'  it  were  better-  for  him  that  a  mill-Jlone 
**  were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  be 
^*  were  caft  into  the  depths  of  the  fea  ?" 
The  prefent  infliince  js  perhaps  another  ex- 
ample of  our  taking  greater  concern  in  the 
temporal,  than  in  the  fpiritual  interefb  of 
our  fellow-creatures.  That  man  would  be 
deemed,  and  juflly  deemed,  of  an  inhuman 
temper,  who  in  thefe  days  were  to  leek  his 
amufemeiit  in  the  combats  of  gladiators  and 
prize  fighters  :  yet  Chilians  appear  goht 
feious  o£  no  inconfiflen^y,  in  finding  their 
pleafure  in  fpciiacles  maintained  at  the 
rifle  at  leafl,  if  not  thf  ruin,  pf  thf 
eternal 
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eternal    happlnefs    of'  thofc    who   perform    sict. 

•_  .1 I  TI 
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Sect,  vi. 


Grand  defeil. — Ne^USl   of  the  peculiar  DoC' 
trines  of  Chrijiianity. 

BUT  the  grand  radical  d^feft  in  the  prac- 
tical fyftem  of  thefe  nominal  Chriftians,  is 
their  forgetfulnefs  of  all  the  peculiar  doSrines 
of  the  Religion  which  they  profefs— the  cor- 
ruption of  human  natnre^-^the  atonement  of 
the  Saviour — and  the  landifying  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

Here  then  we  come  again  to  the  grand 
diftinftion,  between  the  Religion  of  Chrift  and  ■ 
that  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  in  the 
prefent  day.  The  point  is  of  the  utmoft^rac- 
tical  importance,  and  we  would  therefore  trace 
it  into  its  aflual  efFeds. 

There  are,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  not  a  xwiwa 
few,  who  having  been  for  fome  time  hurried   X^^^^^, 
down  the   ftream  of  diffipation  in  the  indul-    '«^*' 
gence  of  all  their  natural  appetites,  (except, 
perhaps,  that  they  were  reftrained  from  very 
grofs  vice  by  a  regard  to  charafter,  or  by  thp 

yet 
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CHAP,  yetunfiibdued  voice  of  confcience);  and  who, 
'^-  having  all  the  while  thought  little,  or  fcarcely 
at  all,  about  Religion,  **  living,"  to  ufe  the 
emphatical  language  of  Scripture,  **  without 
■  "  God  in  the  world,"  become  in  fomc  degree 
imprefled  with  a  {enfe  of  the  infinite  impor- 
tance of  Religion.  A  fit  of  ficknefs,  perhaps, 
or  the  lofs  of  feme  friend  or  much  loved  re- 
lative, or  fome  other  ftrokc  of  adverfe  for- 
tune, damps  their  fpirits,  awakens  them  to 
a  practical  conviction  of  the  precarioufnefs 
of  all  human  things,  and  turns  them  to  feek 
for  fome  more  ftable  foundation  of  happinefs 
than  this  world  can  aiford.  Looking  into 
therafelves  ever  fo  little,  they  become  fenfible 
that  they  muft  have  offended  God.  They 
reiblve  accordingly  to  fet  about  the  work  of 
reformation. — Here  it  is  that  we  ihall  recog- 
nize the  fatal  cfFefts  of  the  prevailing  igno- 
rance of  the  real  nature  of  Chriftianity,  and 
the  general  forgetfulnefs  of  its  grand  pecu- 
liarities. Thcfe  men  wi/k  to  reform,  but 
they  know  neither  the  real  nature  of  their  dif- 
temper  nor  its  true  remedy.  They  are  aware 
indeed,  that  they  muft  "  ceafe  to  do  evil, 
"  and  learn  to  do  well ;"  that  they  muft  relin- 
quifii  their  habits  of  vice,  and  attend  more  or 
lefs  to  the  duties  of  Religion :  but  having  no 
conception  of  theaftual  malignity  of  the  dif- 
'  ■  eali 
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ca{e -under  which  they  labour,  or  of  the  per-    sect. 
£e&.  cure  which'  the  Gofpcl  ha£  provided  foi*      *^' 
it,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  that  cure  is  to 
be  cffeaed, 

•*  They  <k)  bat  fkim  and  film  the  ulcerous  place, 
**  While  rank  rorruption,  mioing  all  withio, 
**  InltQs  itnfeen." 

It  often  happens  therefore  but  too  natu- 
rally in  this  calb,  that  where  they  do  not  iboii 
defift  from  their  attempt  at  reformation,  and 
relapic  into  their  old  habits  of  Hn  ;  they  take 
up  with  a  partial  and  fcanty  amendment, 
and  fondly  flatter  themf^es  that  it  is  a 
thorough  change.  They  mw  conceive  that 
they  have  a  right  to  take  to  themielves  the 
comforts  of  Chriftianity.  Not  being  able  to 
raile  their  pra^ice  up  to  their  ftandard  of 
right,  they  lower  their  ftandard  to  their 
pradlice  :  they  fit  down  for  life  contented 
with  their  prefent  attainments,  beguiled  by 
the  complacencies  of  their  own  minds,  and 
by  the  favourable  teftimony  of  furrounding 
friends ;  and  it  often  happens,  particularljr 
where  there  is  any  degree  of  ftriflnels  ia 
formal  and  ceremonial  obfervances,  that  there 
are  no  people  more  jealous  of  their  cbarafler 
for  Rehgion. 

Othses 
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Others  perhapsgoiarthcr  than  this.  The 
dread  of  the  wrath  to  come  has  funk  deeper 
into  their  hearts;  and  for  a  while  they  ftrive 
with  all  their  might  to  refift  their  evil  pro- 
penfities,  and  to  walk  without  ftumbling^  in 
the  path  of  duty.  Again  and  again  they 
relblve:  again  and  again  they  break  their 
refolutions  (a).  All  their  endeavours  are 
foiled,  and  they  become  more  and  more  con- 
vinced of  their  own  mora!  weaknefs,  and  of 
the  ftrength  of  their  inherent  corruption. 
Thus  groaning  under  the  enflaving  power  of 
fin,  and  experiencing  the  futility  of  the  utmoft 
efforts  'which  thw  can  ufe  for  effciTting  their 
delivcrarice,  they'are  tempted  (lometimesitis 
to  be  feared  they  yield  to  the  temptation)  to 
give  up  all  in  defpair,  and  to  acquieice  under 

(a)  If  any  one  wouM  read  a  dercription  of  this  procefs, 
cnlivencil  and  enforced  by  the  powers  of  the  mod  cxquifite 
poetry,  let  him  pcmfe  the  middle  and  latter  part  of  the  fifth 
Book  of  Cowpeh's  TaOc.  My  warm  attachment  to  the 
beautifully  natural  compofitions  of  this  triply  Chriflian  poet 
may  perhajis  bias  my  judgement  i  but  the  part  of  the  work 
to  which  I  refer  appears  to  me  fcarcely  furpafled  by  any 
thing  in  our  languagt-.  The  honourable  epithet  of  Qir\f' 
tlan  may  j  uftly  be  affigncd  to  a  poet,  whofe  writings,  whils 
they  EiTcinate  the  reader  by  their  manifeHly  coming  from 
the  heart,  breathe  throughout,  the  fpirit  of  that  chancer 
of  Chrlflianity,  with  which  (be  was  announced  to  the 
world  s  "  Glory  tx»  God,  peace  oa  earth,  good  will  towards 
"  men." 

their 
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their  wretched  captivity,  conceiving  it  im-  sect. 
poflible  to  break  their  chains.  Sometimes,  ^r- 
probably,  it  even  happens  that  they  are  driven  '*~'^>^ 
to  ieek  for  refuge  from  their  difquietude  in. 
the  fiiggeftions  of  infideUty ;  and  to  quiet  their 
troublelbme  coiifcienccs  by  arguments  which 
they  themfelves  fcarccly  believe,  at  the  very 
moment  in  which  they  fuiFer  themfelves  to  be 
iuiied  afleep  by  them.  In  the  mean  time 
while  this  conflift  has  been  going  on,  their 
walk  is  fad  and  comfortlefs,  and  their  couch 
is  nightly  watered  with  tears.  Thefe  men 
are  pursuing  the  right  obje6l,  but  they  mif- 
take  the  wav  in  which  it  is  to  be  obtained. 
'The  path  in  which  they  are  now  treading  is  not 
that  •which  the  Go/pel  has  provided  for  cotiduLl- 
ingthem  to  true  holinefs,  nor  will  they  jindin  It 
any  folid  peace. 

Persons  under  thefe  circumftances  na-  Adv«eof 
turally  feek  for  religious  inftru6lion.     They  RcHgion- 
turn  over  the  works  of  our  modern  Religio-  ^ ^  j". 
nifts,  and  as  well  as  tliey  can  colled  the  ad-  ^^^^, 
vice  addrelTed  to  men  in  their  fituation :  the 
fubftance  of  it  is,  at  the  beft,  of  this  fort; 
'*  Be  forry  indeed  for  your  fuis,  and  difcon- 
"  tinue  the  praftlce   of    them,  but  do    not 
**  make  yourlelves  ib  uneafy.      Chrift  died 
"  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world.     Do  your 
**  utmoft ; 
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CHAP.  "  utmoft;difeharge  with  fidelity  the  duties  of 
IV.       *•  your  ftations,  not  iieglefting  your  religious 

*— *'^'  "  offices ;  and  fear  not  but  that  in  the  end 
"  all  will  go  well;  and  that  having  thus  per- 
*'  formed  the  conditions  required  on  your 
"  part,  you  Will  at  laft  obtain  forgivenefs  of 
*'  our  merciful  Creator  through  the  merits  of 
*'  Jefus  Chrid,  and  be  aided,  where  your  own 
"  ftrength  (hall  be  infufficient,  by  the  afllft- 
"  ance  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Meanwhile  you 
"  cannot  do  better  than  read  carefully  fuch 
*'  books  of  prafiical  divinity,  as  will  inftrufl 
*'  you  in, the  principles  of  a  Chriftian  life. 
*'  We  are  excellently  furnifhed  with  works  of 
"  this  nature;  and  it  is  by  the  diligent  fhidy 
"  of  them  that  you  will  gradually  become  a 
*•  proficient  in  the  lelTons  of  the  Gofpel." 

Advice  ^^'^  t^^  holy  Scriptures,  and  with  them 

giiFtntotiie   [|^^  Church  of  England,  call  upon  thofe  who 

fame  per-  . 

fonihythe  arc  ill  the  circumftanccs  above-ftated,  to /a)" 
wi-.s.  afr  cjli  the 'ivhale foundation  of  their  B,el'^im.  In 
concurrence  with  the  Scripture,  that  Church 
calls  upon  them,  in  the  firft  place,  gratefully 
to  adore. that  undeferved  goodiieis  which  has 
awakened  them  from  the  fleep  of  death ;  to 
proflrate  themfelves  before  the  Crofs  of  Chrift 
with  humble  penitence  a:id  deep  felf-abhor- 
.  rencc;  folcinnly  relblving  to  forfakc  all  their 

lios, 
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fins,  but  relying  on  the  Grace  of  God  alone    sicr, 

for  power  to  keep  their  refolution.     Thus,  ^' 

and  thus  only,  flie  aflures  them  that  all  their 

Crimes  will  be  blotted  out,  and  that  they  will 

receive  from  above  a  new  living  principle  of 

holinefs.    She  produces  from  the  Word  of 

God  the  ground  and  warrant  of  her  couniel ; 

**  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  thou 

**  flialt  be  laved.'* — **  No  man,"  fays  our  h\tC* 

fed  Saviour,  **  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 

•*  me." — "  I  am  the  true  Vine.      As  the   ■ 

**  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf  except  it 

"  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  ye  except  ye 

•*  abide  in  me." — "  He  that  abideth  in  me 

"  and  I  in  him,  the  lame  bringeth  forth  much 

**  fruit;  for  without"  (or  levered  from)  "  me 

"  ye  can  do  nothing."—^"  By  grace  ye  are 

"  laved  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  your*  ; 

**  lelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God;  not  of  works, 

"  left  any  man  Ihould  boaft:  for  we  are  his 

"  workmanlhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefusuiito 

"  good  works." 

Let  me  not  be  thought  tedious,  or  be  ac-  fivtmt*  ' 
cufed  of  running  into  ncedlcfs  repetitions,  in  rfS^nt 
preflingthis  point  with  lb  much  earneftneft.  3^J^ 
It  is  in  &£1  a  point  which  can  never  be  too 
much  inliAed  on.     It  is  the  cardinal  point  on 
Which  the  whole  of  Chriftianity  turns  ;  on 
Z  which 
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CHAP,  which  it  is  peculiarly  proper  in  this  place  to 
V  ^^'  be  perfeftly  diftiii£t.  Thefe  have  been  fome 
who  have  imagined  that  the  wrath  of  God 
was  to  be  deprecated,  or  his  favour  conciliated, 
by  aufterities  and  penances,  or  evea  by  forms 
and  ceremonies,  and  external  obfervances. 
But  all  men  of  enlightened  underftandings, 
who  acknowledge  the  moral  government  of 
God,  muft  alfo  acknowledge,  that  vice  muft 
offend  and  virtue  delight  him.  In  fliort  they 
.  muft,  more  or  lefs,  affent  to  the  Scripture 
declaration,  "  without  holinefs  no  man  ihall 
**  fee  the  Lord."  But  the  grand  diftiiidion, 
which  fubfifts  between  the  true  Chriftian  and 
fill  other  Religionifts,  (the  clafs  of  perfbns  in 
particular  whom'it  is  my  objeft  to  addrefs)  is 
concerning  the  nature  of  this  hoHncfs,  and  the 
•way  in  which  it  is  to  be  obtained.  The  views 
entertained  by  the  latter,  of  the  nature  of 
holinefs,  arc  of  all  degrees  of  inadequatenefs ; 
and  they  conceive  it  is  to  be  obtained  by  their 
own  natural  unaffifted  efforts :  or  if  they  ad- 
init  fome  vague  indiftinft  notion  of  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  is  nnqueftion- 
ably "obvious,  on  converfmg  with  them,  that 
this  does  not  conftitute  the  main  praHical 
ground  of  their  dependence.  But  the  nature 
of  the  holinefs y  to  which  the  dejires  of  the  true 
Chrijlian  are  dirtied,  is  m  other  than  the  rtfiih- 
'  reUion 
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Nation  of  the  image  (f  God :  ana  as  to  the  nidn-  iicT* 
ner  of  acquiring  ;V,  Ji/c/ataiiftg  with  inJiguaiion 
every  idea  of  attaining  it  by  his  ovmjlrengtht 
all  his  hupcs  afpoffeffing  it  reft  attpgetiur  on  the 
Divine  a^ttrances  of  the  operation  if  the  Hefy 
Spirit^  in  iltofe  who  cordially  embrace  the  Gof- 
pel  of  Chrift.  He  knows  therefore  that  this 
holinefs  is  .not  to  precede  his  reconciliation  to 
God,  and  he  its  Cause  i  but  to  follow  it^  and 
be  its  Effect.  I'hat  injhort  it  is  by  faith 
IN  Cubist  tnly  (a)  that  he  is  to  be  jujlified in 
theJightofGod\  to  be  delivered  from  the  con^ 
dition  of  a  child  of  wrath^  and  aflame  of  Satan  i 
to  be  adopted  into  tlie  family  of  God ;  to  become 
an  IteirqfGod  and  ajoint  heir  with  Chriji,  eh' 
titled  to  all  the  prhoileges  which  belong  to  this 
high  relation  ;  here^  to  the  Spirit  of  Grace,  and 
a  partial  renewal  after  the  image  of  his  Creator ; 
hereafter,  to  the  more  perfe&  pojfeffton  of  the 
Divine  liienrfs,  and  an  inheritance  of  eternal 
glory. 

And  as  it  is  in  this  Way»that,  ih  obedience  Tbetm*^ 
to  the  diftates  of  the  Gofpel,  the  true  Chrif-  p™ai«r 
tian  muft  originally  become  pc^efled  of  the  ^t»\^ 
vital  fpirit  and  living  principle  of  uiiiverfal  ff'chi;^ 
holinefs ;  fb,  in  order  to  grow  in  grace,  he  •"''/• 

^a)  Here  again  .let  it  be  remarked,  that  faith,  where 
geouine>  al^ys  ^ppcfcs  rspentaiux,  abhorrence  of  fin,  itc. 

Z  3  muft 
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CHAP,    muft  alfo  ftudy  in  the  fame  fchool ;  finding ift     I 

>'■'•      the  confideration  of  the  peculiar  dodrines  of 
*'*''^'^*'^  the  Goipel,  and  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
life^  and  charafler,   and    fuiferings  of  our 
blefled  Saviour,  the  elements  of  all  prafHcal 
wifdoro^  and  an  inexhauAible  ftorehoufe  <^ 
inftni£lions  and  motives,  no  otherwife  to  be 
fo  well  fupplied.    From  the  negleft  of  thefc 
peculiar  doflrines  arile  the  main  practical  er- 
rors of  the  bulk  of  profefled  Chriflians.  Thefe 
gigantic  truths,  retained  in  view,  would  put 
to  fhamc  the  littlenels  of  their  dwarfifh  mo- 
rality.    It  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to 
make  thefe  harmonize  with  their  inadequate 
conceptions  of  the  wretchednefe  and  dan- 
ger of  our  natural  ftatc,  which  is  reprc- 
fentcd  in  Scripture  as  having  fo  powerfiilly 
called  forth  the  compaiHon  of  God,  that  be 
fent  his  only  begotten  fon  to  refcue  us.  Where 
now  are  their  low  views  of  the  worth  of  the 
foul,  when  means  Tike  thefe  were  taken  to 
redeem  it  ?     Where  now  their  inadequate 
conceptions  of  the  guilt  of  fin,  for  which  in 
the  divine  counfels  it  feemed  requifite  that  an 
atonement  no  lels  coflly  fhould  be  made,  than 
that  of  the  blood  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God  ?    How  can  they  reconcile  their  low 
ftandard  of  Chriftian  prafticc  with  therepre- 
ientatioa  of  our  being  "  temples  of  the  Holy 

"  Ghoft  r 
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*•  Ghoft?"  Their  cold  fenfe  of  obligation,  and  sect. 
Icanty  grudged  returns  of  lervice,  with  the  ^'' 
glowing  gratitude  of  thofe  who,  having  been 
**  delivered  from  the  power  of  darknefs,  and 
"  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear 
**  Son,"  may  well  conceive  that  the  labours 
of  a  whole  life  will  be  but  an  imperfe£i  cx- 
preflion  of  their  thankfulnefs. 

The  peculiar  do6lrines  of  the  Goipcl  being 
once  admitted,  the  conclulions  which  have 
been  now  fuggefted  are  clear  and  obvious  dc- 
du6lions  of  reafon.  But  our  negleft  of  theft 
important  truths  is  ftill  lefs  paidonable,  be< 
caule  they  are  diftinfilly  and  repeatedly  ap- 
plied in  Scripture  to  the  very  purpofes  in 
queftion,  and  the  whole  luperftrudlure  of 
Chriftian  morals  is  grounded  on  their  deep 
and  ample  bails.  Sometimes  thcfe  truths  are 
reprefented  in  Scripture,  geaera/fyt  as  furniih.- 
ing  Chriftians  with  a  vigorous  and  ever  pre- 
sent principle  of  univcrfal  obedience.  And 
our  flownefe  in  learning  the  leiTons  pf  hea^ 
vcnly  wi(dom  is  ftUl  further  ftipnnlatcd,  by 
almoft  every  particular  Chriftian  duty  being 
occafionaliy  -  traced  to  thepj  ps  tp  its  proper 
fource.  They  are  every  where  reprefented 
^  warming  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  GpJ 
on  earth  with  continual  admiration,  and 
Z  3  thank- 
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CRAP,  thankfulnefs,  and  love,  and  joj;  as  triumph- 
ing over  the  attack  of  the  laft  great  enemy, 
and  as  calling  forth  afrefh  in  Heaven  the 
ardent  efiuHons  of  their  unexhaufted  gra- 
titude. 

If  then  we  would  indeed  be  "  ^lled  with 
•*  wifflom  and  ipiritual  underftanding ;"  if  we. 
would  *'  walk  worthy  of  the  I-ord  unto  all 
**  well  pleafing,  being  fruitful  in  every  good 
'*  work,  and  incrcafing  in  the  knowledge  of 
•*  God  j"  here  let  us  fix  our  eypa  !  Laying 
•*  aiidc  every  weight,  and  (he  fin  that  does 
**  fo  eafily  befet  us  ;  let  us  run  with  patience 
"  the  race  that  is  fet  before  u^,  Lookino 
"  UNTO  Jesus,  the  Author  and  Finilher  of 
**  our  faith,  who  for  the  joy  that  was  ftt  be- 
•*  fore,  him  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the 
•*  fliame,  and  is  let  down  at  the  right  hand  of, 
"  the  throne  of  God  *." 

Oftofthe        Here  heft. we  may  l?arn  the  ipfinito  m- 

KaJLs    portance  of  Chriftianity.     How  little  it  can 

in"he7r^    deferve  to  be  treated  in  thgt  flight  and  fuper- 

chiTftiTni'/  ^^^^  ^^y»  ^"  which  it  is  in  thefe  days  re- 

7'  garded  by  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians, 

who  are  apt  to  think  it  may  be  enough,  and 

almoft  equally  pleafing  to  God,  to  be  religi- 

*  Heb.  xii.  J,  2. 
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ous  in  any  way^  and  upon  any  fyflem.     What    s  5  ^  y, 
exquifite  folly  it  muft  be  to  riik  the  foul  on       vi. 
fuch  a  venture,  iiidiredlcontradiftion  to  the  ^■^'v^^ 
dictates  ofreafon,  and  the  exprefs  declaration 
of  the  word  of  God  !  "  How  ftiall  we  efcape, 
"  if  we  negle£l  fo  great  falvation  ?" 

LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS ! 
Here  we  fliall  beft  learn  the  duty  and  rea-  in  enfore- 
fonablenefs  of  an  ablblutc  and  unconditional  I^^'n"" 
furrender  of  foul  and  body  to  the  wiU  and  ™;;*£'- 
fervice  of  God. — "  We  are  not  our  own  ;    for   ""jiff 
"we  are  bought  with  a  price,"  and  muft  G«i. 
therefore    make  it    our    grand   concern    to 
"  glorify  God  with  our  bodies  and  ourlpirits, 
"  which  are  God's."      Should  we  be  bafe 
enough,  even  if  we  could  do  it  with  fafety, 
to  make  any  rcferves  in  our  returns  of  fei-vice 
to   that  gracious   Saviour,  who   "  gave  up 
himfelf&ii  us  V    If  we  have  formerly  talked 
of  compounding  by  the  performance  of  fome 
commands  for  the  breach  of  others  ;  can  we 
now  bear  the  mention  of  a  compojitioti  of  du- 
ties, orof  .retaining to  ourfelves  the  right  of 
pra£ti(ing  little  fins  !  The  very  luggeftion  of 
iuch  an  idea  fills   us   with   indignation   and 
fliame,    if  our  hearts  be   not  dead  to  every 
ienlc  of  gratitude, 

7i    4  LoOKINQ 
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*"v.  '  LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS  ! 

ij^^la,^        Here  we  find  diiplaycd,  in  the  moft  lively 

«iitrfCn    colours,  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  how  hateful  it 

S^drf'u  "^^  be  to  the  pcrfeft  holinels  of  that  Beings 

puniOt-       who  is  of  **  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  ini- 

**"*■         quity."    When  we  fee  that,  rather  than  fin 

Ihould  go  unpunished,  **  God  fpared  not  bis 

**  own  Son,     but  **  was  pleafed  to  bruife 

**  him  and  put  him  to  grief"  for  our  fakes ; 

how  vainly  muft  impenitent  finners  flatter 

theoifelves  with  the  hope  of  eicaplng  the 

vengeance, of  Heaven,  and  buoy  themfelves 

up  with  I  know  not  what  defperate  dreams 

cf  the  Divine  benignity  I 

Here  too  we  may  anticipate  the  dreadful 
iiifFerings  of  that  ftate,  "  where  fhall  be  weepr- 
■•*  ing  and  gnaftiing  of  teeth ;"  when  rather 
than  that  we  fhouldundergo  them,  .*^  the  Son  of 
**  God"  himfelf,  who  "  thought  it  no  rob- 
**  bery  to  be  equal  with  God,"  confcnted  to 
take  upon  him  our  degraded  nature  with  all 
its  weakneflfes  and  infirmities ;  to  be  ''  a 
'*  man. of  forrows,"  *:*■  to  hide  not  his  face 
**  from  fhame  and  Ipitting,"  "  to  be  wounded 
^'  for  Dur  tranlgreflions,  and  bruifed  for  our 
*' iniquities,"  and  at  length  to  endure  thf 
Piarpnefs  of  death,  "  even  the  death  of  the 
•?  Crofs," 
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"  Grois,"  that  he  might  deliver  us  from  the  sicr. 
"  wrath  to  come,"  and  open  the  kingdom  of  ^J^^l. 
Heaven  to  all  beUevers. 

LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS  I 

Here  beA  ye  may  learn  to  grow  in  the  inpromot* 
love  of  God !  The  certainty  of  his  pity  and  SfoS™' 
love  towards  repenting  finncrs,  thus  irrcfra- 
gably  demonflrated,  chales  away  the  fenfe 
of  tormenting  fear,  and  heft  lays  the  ground 
in  us  of*  reciprocal  afFeftion.  And  while  we 
Aeadily  contemplate  this  wonderful  tranlac- 
tion,  and  conlider  in  its  feveral  relations  the 
amazing  truth,  **  that  God  fpared  not  his 
*•  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all  ;** 
if  our  minds  be  not  utterly  dead  to  every 
impulfe  of  fcnfibility,  the  emotions  of  ad- 
miration, of  preference,  of  hope,  and  truft, 
and  joy,  cannot  but  fpring  up  within  us, 
chaflened  with  reverential  fear,  and  ^ftened 
apd  quickened  by  overflowing  gratitude  faj. 
Here  we  (hall  become  animated  by  an  abid^ 
jng  di(pofition  to  endeavour  to  pleaie  our 
great  Benefactor ;  and  by  a  humble  perfiia- 
fion,  that  the  wcakeft  endeavours  of.  this 
nature  will  not  be  delpifed  by  a  Being,  who 

(a)  Vide  Chap.  liL    Where  thde  were  fhewntobethe 
flenenrary  principles  tjf  the  palSon  ^f  j«fe. 

has 
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CHAP,  has  already  proved  himfelf  fo  kindly  afFefted 
IV.  towards  us  *.  Here  we  cannot  fail  to  im- 
bibe an  earneft  defire  of  poflefling  his  favour, 
and  a  conviftion.  founded  on  his  own  decla- 
rations thus  unqucftionably  confirmed,  that 
the  defire  (hall  not  be  difappoinicd.  Wben- 
,  ever  we  are  confcious  that  we  have  offended 
this  gracious  Being,  a  fingle  thought  of  the 
great  work  of  Redemption  will  be  enough 
to  fill  us  with  compunflion.  We  fhall  ^el 
a  deep  concern,  grief  mingled  with  indig- 
nant fliame,  for  having  conducted  ourfelves 
fo  unworthily  towards  one  who  to  us  has 
been  infinite  in  kindnefs  :  we  fhall  not  reft 
till  we  have  reafon  to  hope  that  he  is  recon- 
ciled to  us ;  and  we  fhall  watch  over  our 
hearts  and  conduit  in  future  with  a  renewed 
jealoufj',  left  we  fhould  again  offend  him. 
To  thofc  who  are  ever  fo  little  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  it  were 
fuperfluous  to  remark,  that  the  affedlions 
and  tempers  which  have  been  enumerated, 
are  the  infallible  marks  of  the  confiituent 
properties  of  love,  Uet^wnthen  who  would 
abound  and  grow  in  this  Chrifliau  principle, 
be  much  converfaut  with  the  great  (lodrines 
pf  the  Gofpel. 

*  Roin.V>  9)  10. 
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It  is  obvious,  that  the  attentive  and  fre- 
quent coofideration  of  thefe  great  doftrincs, 
muft  have  a  ftill  nacre  dired  tendency  to 
produce  and  chcrifli  in  our  minds  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  love  of  Chrift.  But  on  this 
head,  fo  much  was  faid  in  a  former  chapter, 
as  to  reader  any  farther  obfervations  unne- 
ceffery. 

MtrcH  alfo  has  been  already  obieryed  con-  inpromot. 
ceming  the  love  of  our  fellow-creatures,  and  of^^ur^t 
it  has  been  diftin£Hy  ftated  to  be  the  indif-  lo*-"*^- 
peniable,  and  indeed  the  chara£teriftic  duty 
of  Chriftians.  It  remains,  however,  to  be 
here  farther  remarked,  that  this  grace  can 
no  where  be  cultivated  with  more  advantage 
than  at  the  foot  of  the  Crofs.  No  where  can 
our  Saviour's  dying  iiijuni5lion  to  the  exer- 
cifc  of  this  virtue  be  recolle(5ted  with  more 
effeft  J  "  This  is  my  commandment,  that 
**  ye  love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you." 
J^o  where  can  the  admonition  of  the  Apoftle 
more  powerfully  affeft  us ;  "  Be  ye  kind  one 
••  to  another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  . 
"  another,  even  as  God",  for  Chrift's  fake, 
**  hath  forgiven  you,"  The  view  of  man- 
kind which  is  here  prefeuted  to  us,  as  hav- 
ing been  all  involved  in  one  common  ruin  ; 
and  the  offer  of  deliverance  held  out  to  all, 
8  by 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgIC 


34^  FRETAILING   INAD£<iyATl  COHCEPTIOHS 

CHAP,  by  the  Son  of  God's  giving  of  himlelf  upto 
'y*,.  pay  the  price  of  our  reconciliation,  produce 
that  fympathy  towards  our  fellow-creatures, 
which,  by  the  conftitution  of  our  nature, 
feldom  fails  to  refult  from  the  confcioufnefi 
of  an  identity  of  interefts  and  a  fimilarity  of 
fortunes.  Pity  for  an  unthinking  world  af- 
fifts  this  impreffion.  Our  enmities  foften 
and  melt  away:  we  are  afhamed  of  thinking 
much  of  the  petty  injuries  which  we  may 
have  fufFered,  when  we  conlider  what  the 
Son  of  God,"  who  did  no  wrong,  neither  was 
*'  guile  found  in  his  mouth,"  patiently  under- 
went. Our  hearts  become  tender  while  we 
contemplate  this  fignal  aft  of  loving-kind- 
nefs.  We  grow  defirous  of  imitating  what 
we  cannot  but  admire.  A  vigorous  principle 
of  enlarged  and  active  charity  fprings  up 
within  us;  and  we  go  forth  with  alacrity,  de- 
firous of  treading  in  the  ftcps  of  our  bleffed 
Mafter,  and  of  manifefting  our  gratitude  for 
his  unmerited  goodncfs,  by  bearing  each 
others  burthens,  and  abounding  in  the  difui- 
tercfted  labourg  of  benevolence, 

LOOKING  XJNTO  JESUS ! 

Inproraot-        IIe  was  meek  and  lowly  of  heart,  and 
tiy, "™''    fronj  the  ilwidy  of  his  character  we  IhaW  bcft 
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learn  the  lefibns  of  humility.  Contemplat-  s£ct. 
ing  the  work  of  Redemption,  we  become  ^\  ^ 
more  and  more  imprefled  with  the  fenfe  of 
our  natural  darknefs,  and  helpleffhefs,  and 
mWery,  from  which  it  was  requifite  to  ran- 
ibm  us  at  ftich  a  price ;  more  and  more  con- 
scious that  we  arc  utterly  unworthy  of  all 
the  amazing  condefcenfion  and  love  which 
have  been  manifefted  towards  us;  afliamed 
of  the  calloufnefs  of  our  tendereft  fenlibility, 
and  of  the  poor  returns  of  our  moft  active 
fervices.  Confiderations  like  theie,  abating 
.our  pride  and  reducing  our  opinions  of  our- 
Je/veSf  naturally  moderate  our  pretenfions  to- 
wards others.  We  become  lei's  dilpofed  to 
exafl  that  reipe6t  for  our  perfons,  and  that 
deference  for  our  authority,  which  we  natu- 
rally covet ;  we  lels  fentibly  feel  a  flight, 
and  left  hotly  refent  it ;  we  grow  lefs  irri- 
^ble^  lefs  prone  to  be  difllatisfied ;  more  loft, 
and  meek,  and  courteous,  and  placable,  and 
condefcending.  We  are  not  literally  required 
to  praSile  the  lame  humiliating  fubmiflions, 
to  which  our  blelTed  Saviour  himfelf  was  not 
afhamed  to  (loop  * ;  but  the  fpirit  of  the  re- 
mark applies  tous, "  ^^e  lervant  is  not  greater 

•  Johnxiii.  13— 17.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Maftcr, 
have  wafhed  your  feet;  yc  alio  ought  to  walh  one  another's 
feet,  &c. 
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CHAP.  »*  than  his  Lord:'*  and  we  ihould  socially 
^^•_  bear  this  truth  in  mind,  when  the  occafion 
calls  upon  us  to  difchargo  fomc  duty,  of  pa* 
ticntly  to  fufFcr  fome  ill  treatment,  whereby 
our  pride  will  be  wounded,  and  we  are  likely 
to  be  in  fome  degree  degraded  from  the  rank 
we  had  poflcffed  in  the  world's  eflimation. 
At  the  fame  time  the  Sacred  Scriptures  af-» 
furing  us,  that  to  the  powerful  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  purchafed  for  us  by  the 
death  of  Chrift,  we  m\ift  be  indebted  for  the 
fucccfs  of  all  our  endeavours  after  improve- 
ment in  virtue ;  the  conviction  of  this  truth 
tends  to  render  us  diffident  of  our  own  pow- 
ers, and  to  fupprefs  the  firft  rifings  of  vanity. 
Thus,  while  we  are  conduced  to  heights  of 
virtue  no  otherwife  attainable,  due  care  is 
taken  to  prevent  our  becoming  giddy  from 
our  elevation  faj.  It  is  the  Scripture  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  the  Gofpel  fyftcm,  that  by  it  all 
difpofition  to  exalt  ourfelves  is  excluded ;  and 
if  we  really  grow  in  grace,  we  fhall  gro\/ 
alfo  in  humility. 

LOOKING  UNTO"JESUS! 
ingifpiiit       "He   endured  the  crofs,    defpiung   the 
tiont^'""  "  Ihame." — While  we*  fteadily  contemplate 

*Kh«r.  C")  ^"^^  Pakal'i  Thoughts  on  Religion  — A  book 

Mned  In     abounding  in  the  Uccpeft  views  of  practical  ChiifUwiity. 
'"«■<""£•  this 
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this  iblemn  (ccne,  that  ibber  frame  of  fpirit  sect. 
is  produced  witliln  us,  which  bed  befits  the       vi. 
Chriftian  militant  here  on  earth.    .We  be-   ^^"'^'"''^ 
come  imprcfied  with,  a  lenfe  of  the  Ihortncfs    , 
and  uncertainty  of  time,  and  that  it  behoves 
us  to  be  dihgent  in  making  provifion  for  eter- 
nit)'.     In  fuch  a  temper  of  mind,  the  pomps 
and  vanities  of  life  are  caft  behind  us  as  the 
baubles  of  children. — We  lofe  our  relifh  for 
the  frolics  of  gaiety,    the  race  of  ambition, 
or  the  groffcr   gratifications  of  voluptuoul-    - 
nels.     In   the  cafe  even   of  thofe  obje^s, 
which  may  more  juftly  claim  the  attention 
of  realbnable  and  immortal  beings;  in  our  ^ 

family  arrangements,  in  our  plans  of  life,  ia 
our  fchemcs  of  bufinefs,  we  become,  with- 
out relin<juifhing  the  path  of  duty,  more  mo- 
derate in  purfuit,  and  more  indifferent  about 
the  iffue.  Here  alio  we  learn  to  corred 
the  world's  folfe  eftimate  of  things,  and  to 
**  look  through  the  Ihallowncfs  of  earthly 
"  grandeur ;"  to  venerate  what  is  truly 
ejccellent  and  noble,  though  under  a  defpil- 
ed  and  degraded  farm ;  and  to  cultivate 
within  ourfelves  that  true  magnanimity, 
which  can  make  us  rife  fuperior  to  the 
fmiles  or  fro^vns  of  this  world;  that  dig'^i- 
fied  compofure  of  foul  which  no  earthly  in- 
cidents can  deftroy  or  ruffls.  Iiiftead  of  re- 
pining 


.,  Google 


J5l  t^fttVAtLINa  IHADXQyATB   CdirfiEPTlOHi 

CHAP,  pining  at  any  of  the  little  occaHonal  incon* 
*^*  veniences  we  may  meet  with  in  our  paiTags 
through  life ;  wo  are  almoft  alhamed  of  th« 
multiplied  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  our 
condition,  when  wc  think  of  him,  wh(^ 
though  "  the  Lord  of  glory,"  **  had  not 
"  where  to  lay  his  head."  And  if  it  be  our 
lot  to  undergo  evils  of  more  than  ordinary 
magnitude,  we  are  animated  under  them  by 
reflefting,  that  we  are  hereby  more  con- 
formed to  the  example  of  our  blefTed  Maf- 
ter:  though  we  muftever  recolleft  one  impor» 
tant  difference,  that  the  liifFerings  of  Chrift 
were  voluntarily  borne  for  our  benefit,  and 
were  probably  far  more  exquifitely  agoniz- 
ing than  any  which  wc  are  called  upon  to 
undergo.  Befides,  it  muft  be  a  fblid  fupport 
to  us  amidfl  all  our  troubles  to  know,  that 
they  do  not  happen  to  us  by  chance ;  that 
they  are  not  even  merely  the  puniflunent  erf" 
lin ;  but  that  they  are  the  difpenfations  of 
a  kind  Providence,  and  ient  on  mefiages  of 
mercy. — "  The  cup  that  our  Father  hath 
"  given  us,  Ihall  we  not  drink  it?" — "  Bleflcd 
"  Saviour  !  by  the  bitternefs  of  thy  pains  we 
"  may  eftimate  the  force  of  thy  love;  we 
**  zxzfure  of  thy  kindnefs  and  compaflion; 
"  thou  wouldft  not  willingly  call  on  us  to 
**  fuffer ;  thou  haft  declared  unto  us,  that  all 
"  things  fhall  finally  work  together  for  good 
"to 
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*'  to  them  that  love  thee;  and  therefore,  if  sect. 

"  thou  fo  ordaineft  it,  weloMnfi  difappoint- 

•*  tacnt  and  poverty,  welcorfle  ficknefs  and 

'•  pain,  welcome  eveti  fhame,  bud  contempt, 

"  andcalumnj.  If  this  be  a  rough  and  thorny 

'*  path,  it  is  one  in  which  thod  haft  goftd 

"  before  us.     "Where  we  (ee  thy  footfteps  wfi 

**  caanot  repine.      Meanwhile,    thou    wilt 

**  fupport  us  with  the  eonfoktions  of  thy 

«  grace;   and  even  here  thou  cahft  more 

**  than  C6mpehi&te  to  ni  for  any  temporal 

"  fitflferings,  by  the  pofleffion  of  that  peace, 

**  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 

**  away." 

tOOKl^G  UNTO  JESUS  I 

**  Thb  Author  and  FiniiKer  of  our  faith,  InpntBoii 
*•  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fct  before  him  Sle'S 
"  endured  the  crofi,  de^iifing  the  fliame,  and  I^SSjj^ 
"  is  fct  down  at  the  right  hand  of  God;'*  ^[J^- 
From  the  icene  of  our  Saviour's  Weaknels  ™j?^ 
and  d^radation,  we  foUow  him,  in  idea,  int6 
the  realms  of  glory,  where  **  he  is  on  the 
**  right  hand  of  God ;  angels,  and  principa* 
*'  lities,  and  powers  bekig  made  fubjeft  unto 
**  him." — But  tho^igh  changed  in  place,  yet 
not  in  nature,  he  is  fiitl  full  of  fympathy^ 
and  love;  and  havji^  died  **  to  ik^  bis  pec* 
A  a  "]^ 
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CHAP.  "  pie  from  their  fins/*  "he  ever //uf^  to  make 
rv.  «( interceiHon  for  them."  Cheered  by  this 
animating  view,  the  Chhftian's  fainting  fpi> 
rits  revive.  Under  the  heaviefi  burthens  he 
feels  his  ftrength  recruited;  and  when  all 
around  him  is  dark  and  ilormy,  he  can  lift 
vp  an  eye  to  Heaven,  radiant  with  hope,  and 
-  gliftening  with  gratitude.  At  fuch  a  feaibn, 
no  dangers  can  alarm,  no  oppc^t^  can 
move,  no  provocations  can  irritate.  He  may 
almoft  adoptgas  the  language  of  his  ibber  ex* 
ultation,  what  in  the  philofbpher  was  but  aa 
idle  rant  ^  andf  confidering  that  U  is  only  the 
garment  of  mortality  which  is  iubjed  to  tbt 
rents  of  fortune;  whUe  his  fpirit,  checredwith 
-  the  divine  fiipport^  ,ke<^  its  |i^e  within, 
lecure  and  unavailable,  he  can  fometimes 
almoA  triumph  at  the  ibke,  or  <in  the  feaf- 
fold,  and  cry  out  amidft  the  &vercft  burets 
of  adverfity,  **  Thou  bcateft  but  the  cafe  of 
^  Anaxarchus."  But  it  is  rarely  tiiat  the 
ChriAiaa  is  elevated  with  this  "  joy  unipeak- 
•*  able  and  fuJl  of  glory :"  he  even  lends 
himielf  to  th^  viewa  ^ith  moderation  aod 
jcfervc.  Often,  alaa!  emotioni  oF  another 
kind  fill-  hiin  with  grief  asd  eeitfuficm:  and 
confciouB  9f  having  afted  tmworthy  of  his 
high  caUing,  pcrhajps  .of  having  exp<^ 
himfelf.tp  1)^0  juft  cebfure  of  »  world  ready 
.    .  enou^ 
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ttioo^AD  fyy  out  his  iniimuties,  he  ieems  td  sbct. 
faim&lf  aimoft  "  to  bare  crucified  the  Soti  , 
"  of  God  Xfrefh,  and  put  him  to  an  opeA 
"  {hamta"  Bnt  let  neither  hb  joys  intoxi-' 
tat6f  nor  bis  forrMrs  too  much  depre&  hiln. 
Let  him  ftiU  retxenibcr  that  has  chi^  buii» 
ncA  while  cu  etrth  in  not  to  meditate,  &iA 
to  s&;  that  the  le^ds  of  moral  oornlptiDCt 
arc  ^t  to  ipring  up  withid  him,  and  that  ft 
is  requilite  for  him  to  watch  over  his  oWtl 
heart  with  inceflant  care;  that  he  is  to  dii- 
charge  with  fideUty  the  duties  of  bis  paitieu- 
lar  &ition»  and  to  £ondu6t  faiinJelf,  according 
t»  his  meaiurcj  after  the  exhn:q>lo  of  fai»  UelEEd 
Maflttr,  tfhofd  iti«it  aiid  dridk  it  was  to 
flp  the  work:  of  ]us  heavenly  Father;  that  ho 
is.  diligently  tp  cultivate  the  tajlonts  with 
which  God  has  cntruAed  him,  and  afliduouHy 
to  tfmplpy  thorn  itl  dung  juftice  and  fhewinj 
mercy,  while  be  guards  againft  the  aHTaults 
,of  any  iDMmal  ebemy.  la  ihort,;  he  H  to 
defiwan  tymfelf,  in  ^U  the  common  ai^irs  Of 
life,  Uke  in  aceoimfa6/e  crdature*  wbo^  in, 
correfpondence  with  the  Scriptui^  sharaSor 
.of  Chfiftians,  if»  **  Waiting  for  the  coming 
«  of  the  Lotd  j0l«s  Chfift."  Often  thorft* 
for?  he  qutfAiofis  l^fofelf,  **  Am  I  emf^y 
**  ing  n^  UOMy  nty  f<>rtaac,  my  bodily  ftnd 
"  xmaXaX  j^w.vbg  fo^a  to  btf  »bto  to  *  jrander 
A  a  a  "up 
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CHAP,  "up  my  account  with  j(^,  and  not  with 
J^*  **  grief?'  Am  I  *  adorning  the  dofbine  of 
**  God  my  Saviour  in  all  things  ;*  and  prov- 
V  ing  that  the  lervants  of  Chrift,  animated 
^by  a  princi{Je  of  iilial  a^fiion,  which 
**  renders  their  work  a  iervice  of  perfeS 
**  freedom,  are  capable  of  as  a£Hve  and  as 
**  per&veriog  exertions,  as  the  votaries  of 
"  fame,  or  the  flaves  of  ambitioa,  or  the 
*•  dmdges  of  avarice  ?" 

■  Tarn,  withoot  interruption  to  his  labour^ 
he  may  interpofe  occaikmal  thoughts  of 
diii^  imfeen ;  and  amidft  the  many  Utde  kh 
tervals  of  bufinefs,  may  calmly  loc^  upwards 
to  -dbe  heavenly  Advocate,  who  is  everplead* 
iog  the  catife  of  his  people,  and  obtaining 
for  them  needful  fupplies  of  grace  and  coofo* 
la^on.  It  is  thele  realizing  views,  which 
^ve  the  Chriftian  a  relifh  for  tiie  worfhip 
and  iervice  of  the  heavenly  world.  And  if 
thefe  blefied  images,  "  feen  but  throu^  « 
Vglals  darkly,**  can  thus  refrefh  the  foul: 
what  muft  be  its  ftate,  when  txi  the  morning 
of  the  reiutre^ion  it  ihall  awake'  tb  the  un- 
clouded vilicM  of  celeflial  glory  !  when,  **  to 
"  them  that  lock  for  him,  the  Son  of  God 
•**  (hall  appear  a  iecond  time  without  fin  unto 
^' falvation  !'*  whpn  "fighing  and  ibrrow  be- 
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*f  ing  fled  away  ;£•  when  doubts  and  fears  no  »«ct. 
more  difquieting,  and  the  painful  coiifcioul^  vi. 
nefs  of  remaining  imperfedions  no  longer 
weighing  down  the  fpirit,  they.ftiatl  enter 
upon  the  fruition  of  "  thoie  joys,  which  eye 
**  hath  not  feen>  ■  nor  ear  heard,  neither  has  it 
^  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  ;** 
and  fiiall  bear  their  part  in  that  blefled  an- 
them— "  Salvation  to  our  God  which  fitteth 
**  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,"  f^r 
ever  and  ever ! 

Thus,  never  let  it  be  forgotten,  the  main  TbtpUcc 
diftin&ion  between  real  Chriftianity,  and  the  JSii**" 
fyftem  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians,  SSfi?. 
diieflyconiUb  in  thedi&rent  place  which  is  (>»i7 

connituttt 

alfigned  in  the  two  Ichemes  to  the  peculiar  tbe^nnd 
dodrines  of  the  Goipel.  Thcfe,  in  the  fcheme  hMWHiT" 
of  nominal  ChriAians,  if  admitted  at  all,  ap-  ^^^ 
pear  but  like  the  ilars  of  the  firmament  to  the  ' 
ordinary  eye.      Thofe  iplendid    luminariei 
draw  forth  perhaps  occafiooally  a  tranficnt 
expreflion  of  admiration,    when  we  behoU 
their  beauty,  or  hear  of  their  diftances,  mag- 
nitudes, or  properties  :   now  and  thcQ  too 
we  are  led,  perhaps,  tomuie  upon  thai' ppC^ 
fible  uies ;  but  however  curious  as  iiibje^  of  ^ 
fpeculation,  after  all,  it  muA  be  confefled, 
they  twinkle  to  the  comme&i  oUnvcr  witb 
Ai  3  avain 
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CHAP.  avwnMid  "idle"  luftre;  and  except  in  the 
IT-       dreams  of  the  aftrologer,  h«ve  no  influence 

^■'■"*'^^  on  humftn  happineiSf  or  »ny  concern  with 
the  courfe  and  order  of  the  world.  But  to 
the  r^di/ Chriftian,  on  the  eontraryj  thesb 
fecMliar  doSrmt$  cmJiHuie  the  center  to  whkh 
^gravitates  !  the  •Oeryfutt  of  hi$fyjieml  tke 
Jhul  of  the  tvorld!  tke  origin  of  all  thai  is  excel- 
h»t  and  lovely  !  the  fource  of  lights  and  lift^ 
and  metioflt  and  genial  •warmth^  and  plafiic 
energy  I  Dim  is  the  light  of  reafbn,  and  cold 
and  comfortlefs  our  ftate,  while  left  to  her 
unaflifted  guidance.  Even  the  Old  Tcfta- 
ment  itftlf,  though  a  revelation  from  Heaven, 
ihines  but  with  feeble  and  fcanty  rays.  But  the 
blef^  truths  of  the  Gofpel  are  now  unveiled 
to  our  eyes,  end  we  are  called  upon  to  bchoW, 
and  to  enjoy  **  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
•*the  glory  of  God,  in  the  fecc  of  Jcfus 
<*  Chrift,'*  in  tKe  full  radiance  of  its  meridian 
^lendor.  The  words  of  inipiration  beft  ex- 
prefs  our  highly  favoured .  ihitc  ;  '  **  AVe  sU, 
«  with  qwn  face  beholding  as  in'a  glaJs  the 
**  glory  ef  the  Lordi  are  changed  into  the 
.  **  feme  lm«^,  from  glory  to  glbry,'  even  aJ 
•*  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lofd." 

Thou  art  flie  Iburce  wid  center  of  airmjn<lsi 
Theironljr^nt  of  r«ft,  ETEt'wAi:.  wordi 

■  ;       iFr(Ni(il»eilc|iinbg^tlu7>j-c)oft,uidrM« 

.:  -  .     ^'raodom,  without  ljK)ilDur,  hope,  or  peace: 
"  '     "*  '■  .     *  Ffoia 
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Erom  Accis  all  dutfoothes  the  life  of  man;  sect 

His  hi^  endeavour,  and  his  glad  Tuccefs;  y. 

His  ftrcngth  to  fuffer,  and  his  will  to  ferve.  ^^p-y^ 

But  O I  tboa  bouatMua  Qivcr  ol  all  good  I 
Thou  art  of  ill  tbjr  gitts  thyfelf  the  crown: 
Give  what  thou  canft,  without  thcc  we  are  pooTi 
Awl  with tbcc lichf  tdcc  whAttbeu  wilt twaj. 


Aa  4. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Oft  the  KxcelUnee  of  Chrjftianity  in  eertam 
in^rtant  PartKuUtrs.  Argument  vihkh 
refults  thence  in  Proof  ef  its  divine  Origin, 

CRAP,    'T^HE  writer  rfthc  prefent  work,  having 
^  J'  now  completed  a  faint  delineation  rf 

the  leading  features  of  real  Chriitiaoity,  may 
be  permitted  to  iiifpend  for  a  few  mrartents 
the  farther  execution  of  his  plan,  for  the 
purpoie  of  pointing  out  fome  excellencies 
which  (he  really  poflefles ;  but  which,  as  they 
are  not  to  be  found  in  that  fiiperficial  fyftem 
which  fo  unworthily  ufuips  her  name,  appear 
Scarcely  to  have  attracted  fufficient  notice. 
If  he  ihould  feem.  to  be  deviating  from  the 
plan  which  he  propofed  to  himlelf,  he  would 
iii^efl;  as  his  excule ;  that  the  obfervatioos 
which  he  is  about  to  offer  will  fiimifh  a  Arong 
argument,  in  favour  of  the  corre&neis  of  bis 
preceding  delineation  of  ChriflianiQ',  fioce 
ihc  will  WW  appear  to  exhibit  more  clearly, 
than  as  fhe  is  uiually  drawn,  the  charaJters 
of  hcrPivine  original. 

It 
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It  holds  true,  indeed,  in  the  caie  of  Chrif-    ttuAP, 
Ciaaity,  as  in  that  of  all  the  works  of  God*       t* 
that  though  a  Superficial  and  curfory  view  ^^^^*^ 
cannot  faJl  to  difcover  to  us  ibmewbat  of 
their  beauty ;  yet,  when  on  a  more  careful 
and  accurate  Icrutiny  we  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  their  properties,  we  become  alfb 
more  deeply  impreffed  by  a  conviflion  of 
their  excellence.    We  may  begin  by  referring 
to  the  laft  chapter  for  an  inftance  of  the  truth  0^^f^^ 
of  this  aflertion.    Therein  was  pointed  out  «ncrb«< 
that  intimate  connexion,  that  perfect  bar-  injing 
mony,  between  the  leading  doflrines  and  the  f^^. 
pra£Ucal  precepts  of  Chriilianity,  which  is  apt  ^^* 
to  efcape  the  attention  of  the  ordinary  eye.        cfciha. 

It  may  not  be  improper  alfo  to  remark,  Vvmen 
though  Uie  poiition  be  fo  obvious  as  ^moft  doATirm' 
to  render  the  ftatemcnt  of  it  necdlcls,  that  'J^' 
there  is  the  fame  clofc  coime£lion  and  per-  ™^^L, 
fed  harmony  in  the  leading   dodlrines    of 
Chriftianity  among  each  other.    It  is  fdf- 
evident,  that  the  corruption  of  human  na-^ 
ture,  that  our  reconciliation  to  God  by  the 
atoaemoit  of  Chrift,  and  that  the  reftoration 
of  our  primitive  dignity  by  the  fandhfying  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  all  parts  of  one 
whole,  united  in  clo^  dependence  and  mu« 
tual  cpngnuty, 

Pebiiafs, 
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cKAr.       PfiXHAPS,  however,  it  has  not  been  itif- 

^\  ^  ficiently  noticed,  that  in  the  chief  pradiad 

Bttwwn      precepts  of  Chri(tianity,  there  19  the  lame 

^^«^  effcntial  agreement,  the  fame  mutual  depen- 

«S"^.   ''^"^T  ^^  **"^  "P**"  another.    Let  us  furvcj^ 

this  frefli  inftancc  of  the  wifflom  of  that  {y(- 

tern,  which  is  the  only  fdid  foundation  of 

oxfr  present  or  future  happiness. 

Toe  virtnes  moft  ib-ongly  and  repeatedly 
enjoined  in  Scripture,  and  by  our  progrefs  in 
which  we  may  beft  mea(ure  our  advancement 
in  holinefs,  are  the  fear  and  love  of  God 
and  crf'Chrift;  love,  kindnefs,  and  meefcnds 
towards  our  fellow-creatures  ;  indifTerence  to 
the  pofleHions  and  events  of  this  life,  in  com- 
pari^n  with  our  concern  about  eternal  things; 
ielf-denial,  and  humility. 

If  has  been  already  pointed  out  in  numjr 
particulars,  how  eflentially  fiicb  of  thefe 
Chriftian  graces  as  refpeft  the  Divine  Being 
are  connefted  with  thoie,  which  have  more 
direftly  for  their  objefls  our  fellow-<yeatiira 
and  ourielves.  But  in  the  cafe  of  thcfe  two 
taft  defcriptions  of  ChriAian  graces ;  the 
more  attentively  we  confider  them  with  re- 
ference to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
human  nature,  and  to  indilputabk  ^^  ^ 
mofc 


by  Google 


OF  CHftlSTlAHITV.  363 

more  we  fluiU  be  convinced  that  they  afford  chap. 
zoutuaj  aid  towards  the  acquifition  of  each  ▼. 
other ;  and  that  when  acquii'ed,  they  all  har-  '^•""'''^^ 
monize  with  each  other  in  perfeft  and  cffen- 
tial  union.  This  truth  may  perhaps  be 
iufficiently  apparent  from  what  has  been 
already  remarked  ;  but  it  may  not  be  ufele& 
to  dwell  on  it  a  little  more  in  detail.  Take 
then  the  inflances  of  loving-kind  neis  and 
mcekne^  towards  others ;  and  obierve  the 
fblid  foundation  which  is  laid  for  them  in 
felf-denial,  in  moderation  as  to  the  good 
things  of  this  life,,  and  in  humility.  The 
chief  caufes  of  enmity  among  men  are,  pride 
»nd  felf-importanccj  the  high  opinion  which 
men  entertain  of  themfelves,  and  the  conie> 
quent  deference  which  theyexafl  from  others; 
the  over-valuation  of  worldly  poHeflions  and 
of  woddly  honours,  and  in  coiifequence,  a 
too  eager  competition  for  them.  The  rough 
edges  of  one  man  rub  againft  thofe  of  an- 
other, if  the  exprefiton  may  be  allowed ;  and 
the  friflion  is  often  fuch  as  to  injure  the 
works,  and  diibirb  the  juft  arrangements 
and  regular  motions  of  the  Ibcial  machine. 
But  by  ChriiUanity  all  thefe  roughnefles 
are  filed  down  :  every  wheel  roUs  round 
fmootlily  in  the  performance  of  its  appoint^ 
pd  funAion,  and  there  is  nothing  to  retard 

the 
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CHAP,  ttfi  feveral  movements,  or  break  in  upon 
V.       the   general   order.      The  religious  fyAcm 

*—''^^  indeed  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  is 
fatis^ed  with  Ibme  tolerable  appearances  of 
virtue  :  and  accordingly,  while  it  recom* 
mends  love  and  beneiicence,  it  tolerates 
pride  and  vanity  in  many  cafes ;  it  cv«i 
countenances  and  commends  the  exceflive 
valuation  of  charafler;  and  at  leail  allows 
a  man*s  whole  foul  to  be  abforbcd  in  the 
'  purfuit  of  the   objeft   which  he   is  follow- 

ing, be  it  what  it  may  of  peffonal  or  pro* 
feffional  (iiccefs.  But  though  thefe  lat- 
ter qualities  may,  for  the  moA  part,  fairly 
enough  confift  with  a  foft  exterior  and  court- 
ly demeanour,  they  cannot  Co  well  accord 
with  the  genuine  internal  principle  of  love. 
Some  caufe  of  difcontent,  fome  ground  of 
jcalouly  or  of  envy  will  arife,  ibme  Jiiipi- 
clon  will  corrode,  ibme  dilappointment  will 
four,  fome  flight  or  calumny  will  irritate 
and  provoke  rcprifals.  In  the  higher  walks 
of  life,  indeed,  we  Icani  to  dilguife  our 
emotions  ;  but  fuch  will  be  the  r«d  inward 
feelings  of  the  foul,  and  they  will  frequently 
betray  themfelvcs  when  we  arc  off  our 
guard,  or  when  we  are  not  likely  to  be  dif- 
paraged  by  the  difoovcry.  This  (late;  of  the 
higher  orders,  in  whjch  men  are  fcuffling 
eagerly 
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eagerly  for  the  fame  objefls,  and  wearing  all  chap. 
the  while  fuch  an  appearance  of  fweetncfi  *• 
iind  complacency,  has  often  appeared  to  me 
to  be  not  ill  illuArated  by  the  image  of  a 
gaming  table.  There,  every  man  is  intent 
only  on  his  own  profit ;  the  good  fuccefs  of 
one  is  the  ill  fiiccefs  of  another,  and  there- 
fore the  general  ilate  of  mind  of  the  parties 
engaged  may  be  pretty  well  conjcftured» 
All  this,  however,  docs  not  prevent,  in  well- 
bred  Ibcieties,  an  exterior  of  perfect  gentle-  , 
nels  and  good  humour.  But  let  the  fame 
employment  be  parried  on  among  the  lower 
orders,  who  are  not  fb  well  fchooled  in  the 
art  of  dilguifing  their  feelings ;  or  in  places 
where,  by  general  connivance,  people  arc 
^owed  to  give  vent  to  their  real  emotions ; 
and  every  paflion  will  diiplay  itfelf,  by  which 
the  "  human  face  divine"  can  be  diftorted 
and  deformed.  For  thofe  who  never  have 
been  prefent  at  fo  humiliating  a  fcene,  th{^ 
pencil  of  Hogarth  has  provided  a  reprefen- 
tation  of  it,  which  is  fcarcely  exaggerated  ; 
and  the  horrid  name*,  by  which  it  is  fa- 
miliarly known  among  its  frequenters,  fuf- 
ficiantly  attefb  the  fidelity  of  its  refem- 
blance, 

*  Tbe  Htllt  lb  c^ed,  let  it  be  obferved,  not  by  wi^  of 
rcproKli,  but  fomUiahtjr,  b^  tb^  irtw  ftequent  it. 

But 
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CHAP.  But  Chriftianity  is  not  latisfied  with  pro- 
v*       ducltig  merely  the  ipecious  guiie  of  virtoe. 

^"^^"^  She  requires  the  fubftantial  reality,  which 
may  ftand  the  icrutiitizing  eye  of  that  Being 
"  who  learches  the  heart."  Meaning  there- 
fore that  the  Chriflian  fhould  live  and 
breathe,  in  an  atmosphere,  as  it  were,  of  be- 
nevolence. Hie  forbids  whatever  can  tend  to 
obdrud  its  diMi£ba,  or  vitiate  its  purity.  It  is 
on  this  principle  that  Emulatipn  is  fort^dden : 
for,  beiides  that  this  paiHon  almoft  inleniibly 
degenerates  into  envy,  and  that  it  derives  its 
origin  chiefly  from  pride  and  a  defirc  of  (clf- 
exaltation ;  how  can  we  ea£ly  love  our  neigh* 
hour  as  ourielves,  if  we  conuder  him  at  the 
lame  time  as  our  rival,  and  are  intent  upon 
furpflfling  him  in  the  puritut  of  whatever  is 
the  iiibje^  of  our  competition  ? 

Cmristiahitt,  again,  teaohes  us  not  to 
jet  om*  hearts  on  earthly  poiTeJlions  and 
earthly  honours;  and  thereby  jKovidcs  for 
our  really  loving,  or  even  cordhlly  forgivmg; 
thofe-  who  have  been  more  fiicceisful  than 
ourselves  in  the  attainment  of  them,  or  who 
have  even  deflgnedly  thwarted  us  in  the  ^ur- 
fuit.  "  Let  the  rich,"  fays  the  ApoftTe,  *  rc- 
**  joice  ui  that  he  is  brought  low."  How 
can  he  who  means  to  attempt,  in  any  degree, 
8  to 
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to  obejr  this  precept,  be  irreconcilably  hoftUe    Crap. 
towards  any  one  who  may  have  been  iaftni- 
mental  in  bis  deprcHion  ? 

Christianity  alio  teaches  us  not  to  prize 
humsn  eftitxkation  at  a  very  high  rate;  and 
thereby  provides  for  the  prance  of  her  in- 
junction, to  love  from  the  heart  thofe  who^ 
jiiilly  or  uhjuflly,  may  have  attacked  otir  re- 
putation, and  wounded  our  character.  She 
commands  not  the  Chew,  but  the  reality  of  , 
Aeeknefs  and  gentlenefs;  and  by  thus  talcing 
away  the  aliment  of  anger  and  the  foaoenters 
oS  difccrd,  Oie  provides  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace,  and  the  reiboration  of  good  ten^per 
among  men,  when  it  may  have  iuilamed  z 
temporary  interruption. 

It  is  another  capital,  excdlence  of  ChriT-  Awfim 
tiaoity,  that  flie  values  moral  attainments  at  ^hr^ 
a  fiir  higher  rate  than  intcHe6luai  acquifi-  tighnn. 
tioa%  and  propofes  to  condufl  her  foUowerfi  J^'^^*** 
to  the  heights  of  virtue  rather  than  of  know-  tbinoiito. 
ledge.     Ou  the  contrary,  moil  of  the  falfe  ataui" 
religious  fyftems  which  have  prevailed  i;i  '"^' 
the  world,  haVe  propofed  to  reward  the  la* 
bour  of  th«r  votary,  by  drawing  afide  the 
Veil  which  concealed  &om  the  vulgar  eyo 
their  hidden  myfieries,  and  by  introducing 

him 
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0  H  A  p.  him  to  the  knowledge  o(  theif  deepit  am 
y*       .more  iacred  do^lrines^ 

Tsis  is  eminently  the  cafe  in  the  HiodoOf 
and  in  the  Mahometan  Religion,  in  that  of 
China,  and,  for  the  mod  partf  in  the  various 
modifications  of  ancient  Pagani&i.  In  fyf* 
terns  which  proceed  on  this  principle,  it  'n 
obvious  that  the  bulk  of  mankind  can  never 
make  any  great  proficiency;  There  was  ac- 
cordingly, among  the  nations  of  antiquity, 
one  lyAem,  whatever  it  was,  for  the  learned, 
and  another  for  the  illiterate.  Many  of  the 
philolbphers  ipoke  out,  and  profefled  to  keep 
thi^  lower  orders  in  ignorance  for  the  general 
good  i  plunly  fuggefticg  that  the  bulk  of 
mankind  was  to  be  confidered  as  almoft  of 
an  inferior  fpecies.  Ariftotle  himlelf  counte- 
nanced this  opinion.  An  c^poiite  Oiodtoi 
proceeding  naturally  belongs  to  Chriftiauity, 
which  without  diftinftion  profiles  an  equal 
regard  for  all  human  beings,  and  which  waj 
chara^erized  by  her  firft  Promulgator  as  the 
ffleflenger  of  '*  glad  tidings  to  the  poor." 

Bur  her  preference  of  moral  to  intelleflnal 
excellence  is  not  to  be  praifed,  only  becaufe  it 
is  congenial  with  her  general  character,  am^^ 
itiitable  to  the  ends  which  (he  profefled  to 

bav« 
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have  in  view.     It  is  the  part  of  true  wil3om    p  h  a  p. 
to  endeavour  to  excel  there,  where  we  may       v. 
really  attain  to  ezceUeuce.    This  confidera-  ^  *  ' 
lion  might  be  alone  fiifficifcnt  to  direfl  our 
efforts  to  the  ac:quifiition  of  virtue  rather  than 
of  knowledge.— How  limited  is  the  range  of  - 

the  gr^ated  human  abilities  I  how  fcanty  the 
ftores  of  the  richeft  human  knowledge !  Thole 
who  undeniably  havt  held  the  iirfl  rauk^  both 
for  natural  and  acquired  endowments,  inftead 
of  thinking  their  pre-eminence  a  juft  ground 
of  felf-exaltation,  have  commonly  been  the 
mofl  forward  to  confefs  that  their  views  were 
bounded  and  their  attainments  moderate. 
Had  they  indeed  been  lels  candid,  this  is  a 
difcovery  which  we  could  not  have  failed  to 
make  for  ourfelvcs.  Experience  daily  fur- 
nishes us  with  examples  of  weaknefs,  and 
Ihort-fightediiefs,  and  error,  in  the  wifeft  and 
the  moft  learned  of  men,  which  might  ferve . 
to  confound  the  pride  of  human  wifdou. 

Not  fo  in  morals. — Made  at  firfl,  in  the 
'  likenels  of  God,  and  ftill  bearing  about  us 
ibme  faint  traces  of  bur  high  original,  we  are 
offered  by  our  blelTed  Redeemer  the  means 
of  purifying  ourfelves  from  our  corruptions, 
and  of  once  more  regaining  the  image  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  *.  In  love,  the  com* 
•  £ph.  ti. 

B  b  pendious 
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CHAP,  pendious  exprcflion  for  almoft  every  virtue, 
▼•       in  fortitude  under  all  its  forms,  in  juiiice,  in 

■  ^  humility,  and  in  all  the  other  graces  of  the 
Chnftiaii  chara^er,  we  are  made  capable  of 
attuning  to  heights  of  real  elevation :  and 
were  we  but  faithful  in  the  ufe  of  the  meant 
of  grace  which  we  enjoy  ;  the  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  prompting  and  aiding  our  di- 
ligent endeavours,  would  infallibly  crown  our 
labours  with  iiiccefs,  and  make  us  partakers 
of  a  Divine  nature.  The  writer  has  himfelf 
known  ibme  who  have  been  inflances  of  the 
truth  of  thisrcmark.  Tothe  memory  ofone,^fly 
now  no  more,  may  he  be  permitted  to  offer 
the  laft  tribute  of  refpeftfiil  friendfhip  ?  His 
courfc,  fliort  but  laborious,  has  at  length  ter- 
minated in  a  better  world ;  and  his  luminous 
track  fHIl  fhines  in  the  fight,  and  animates  the 
efforts  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  **  marfhals 
**  them  the  way"  to  Heavenly  glory.  Let  mc 
not  be  thought  to  undervalue  any  of  the  gifts 
of  God,  or  of  the  fruits  of  human  exertion : 
but  let  not  theft, be  prized  beyond  their  pro- 
per worth.  If  one  of  thofe  little  induflrious 
reptiles,  to  which  wc  have  been  well  fcnt; 
for  a  leflbu  of  diligence  and  forefight,  were 

(a)  The  R«v.  MatdKw  Babmgton,    sf  Rotlilcj,  is 
X^iceftenfhLre,  w^o  died  lately  u  Lilbvii. 
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to  pride  itfelf  upon  its  ftrength*  becaufe  it  chav. 
could  carry  off  a  larger  grain  of  wbcat  than 
any  other  of  its  fellow  ants  ;  fliould  we  not 
laugh  at  the  vanity  which  could  be  faighTy 
gratified  with  fiich  a  contemptible  pre-emi- 
oeoce  i  And  is  it  far  difl^rent  tp  the  eye  of 
realbn,  when  man,  weak)  fhort-fighted  man, 
is  vain  of  furpafSng  others  in  knowledge,  ia 
which  atbefl  his  progrefs  muA  bo  fo  limited; 
forgetting  the  tfue  dignity,  of  his  nature,  and 
the  path  which  would. c<uidu£l  him  to  real 
excellence? 

Tm^  unparalleled  value  of  the  precepts  of  ^^'^, 
Chriftianity  ought  not  to  be  paifed  over  alto-*  ^^  to- 
gether unnoticed  in  this  place,  though  it  be  CbnftiHu* 
needleis  to  dwell  on  it;  fince  it  has  been  of-  ^* 
tea  juftly  recogoiied  and  ailerted,  and  has^ 
iome  points  been  ably  illuflrated,  and  power- 
fully enforced  by  the  maAerly  pen  of  a  late 
writer.    It  is  by  no  means,  however,  the  de* . 
(ign  of  this  little  work  to  attonpt  to  trace  the 
various  excellences  of  Chri^ianity ;  but  it 
may  not  have  been  improper  to  point  out  a 
few  particulars,  which,  in  the  courle  of  in- 
veAigatiop,  have  naturally  fallen  under  our 
notice,  and  hitherto  perhaps  may  fcarcely 
have  been  enough  regarded.     £very  fuch  in- 
^laaoe,  it  ibould  always  be.  remembered,  is  a 
B  b  3  frefh 
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CHAP,    ffcfliproof^  of  Chriilianity  being  afe%'ektton 
^'       from  God. 

It  is  ftill  Icfs,  however,  the  Intention  of  the 
writer  to  attempt  to  vindicate  the  Divine  ori- 
gin of  our  Holy  Religion.  This  tafk  has 
often  been  executed  by  far  abler  advocates. 
In  particular,  every  Chriftian,  with  whatever 
referves  his  commendati(»is  muA  be  qualified, 
fhouM  be  forward  to  confels  his  obligations 
OH  this  head  to  the  author  before  alluded  to ; 
whofe  uncommon  acuteneis  has  enabled  him, 
in  a  field  already  lb  much  trodden,  to  difcover 
arguments  which  had  eluded  the  obfervation 
of  all  by  whom  he  was  preceded,  and  whofe 
unequalled  perfpicuity  puts  his  reader  in 
complete  polleflion  of  the  fruits  of  his  lagacity. 
Anxious,  however,  in  niy  little  meafure,  to 
contribute  to  the  fiipport  of  this  great  caufe, 
may  it  be  permitted  me  to  flatc  one  argu- 
ment, which  imprefles  my  mind  with  pai3- 
cular  force.  This  is,  the  ^reat  variety  oi 
the  kinJs  of  evidence  which  have  been  ad- 
tkiced  in  proof  of  Chriflianity,  and  the  con- 
firmation thereby  aifijrdcd  of  its  truth : 
— the  proof  from  prophecy — from  mi- 
racles— from  the  character  of  Chrifl^ 
from  that  of  his  Apoflles— frmn  the  nature 
of  the  do^lriiics  rfChriftianity— from  the  na- 
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.tuTcand  txctVitnc&oi ha pra£ikal precepts —  .chap. 
from  the  accordaace  we  have  lately  pointed  '^' 
out-  between  the  doftrinal  and  pra^cal  fyf- 
tem  of  Chriflianity,  whether  con£dered  each 
in  itfelf  or  ki  their  mutual  relation  to  each 
other — ^from  other  ipecicS  of  internal  evi- 
dence, af&rded  in  the  more  abundance  in 
proportion  as  the  facred  records  have  been 
fcrutinized  with  greater  care— from  the  ac- 
counts of  ccotei^porary  or  nearly  contem- 
porary writers — from  the  irapoflibility  of  ac- 
counting on  any  other  fuppoiition,  than  thst 
of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  for  its  proinul* 
gation  and  early  prevalence:  thcfe  and  other 
lines  of  argument. have  all  been  brought  for- 
ward, and  ably  urged  by  diiferent  writers,  in 
proportion  as  they  have  Aruck  the  minds  of 
different  obfervers  more  or  lefs  forcibly. 
Now,  granting  that  Ibme  oblcure  and  illite- 
rate men,  refiding  in  a  diftant  province  of  the 
Roman  empire,  bad  plotted  to  impofe  a  &>r- 
gery  upon  the  world ;  though  fome  founda- 
tion for  the  impofhire  might,  and  indeed  muft, 
have  been  attempted  to  be  laid;  it.feems,  at 
leaft  to  my  underftanding,  morally  impoffihle 
that  75  maa^  Afferent  fpecies.  of  proofs ^  and  all 
<b  ilrong,  diould  have  lent  their  concurrent  aid, 
»nd  have  united  their^w»/  force  in  the  efta- 
blUhment  of  the  wifehood.  It  may  aOid  the 
B  b  I  reader 
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reader  in  eftimaiting  the  value  ef  this  argu^ 
mentj  to  cooTider  upon  how  difl«rent  a  foot- 
ing* in  this  r^pe£l,  has  reAed  every  other  re- 
ligious {yGxai,  without  exception,  which  was 
ever  propofed  to  tho  world  ;  and,  indeed, 
«very  other  hiftorical  feS,  of  which  the  truth 
has  been  at  all  contefted. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

Brief  Inquiry  into  the  pre/mi  State  ofChrifii^ 
onity  in  this  Country^  withfome  of  the  Caufet 
V}hich  have  led  to  its  critical  Circumftances. 
Its  Importance  to  us  as  a  political  Community, 
and  prafiical  Hints  for  which  the  fore^ir^ 
Confidxr^tions  ghe  occafon. 

TT  may  not  be  aUogether  improper  to  remind   c  m  a 
the  reader,  that    hitherto  our  diicuflion       ^^' 
has  been  merely  concerning  the  prevailing 

Religious  opinions  of  profejfei  Cbrifiians :  no 
longer  confining  ourfelves  to  perlbns  of  this 
^Jelcription,  let  us  now  extend  our  inqxiity, 
and  briefly  invcftigatc  the  genera/  ftate  of 
Chriftianity  in  this  country. 

The  tendency  of  Religion  in  general  to 
promote  the  tempore  welfare  of  political 
communities  is  a  fa^  which  depends  on 
iuch  obvious  and  undeniable  principles, 
and  which  is  ib  forcibly  inculcated  by  the 
hiftory  of  all  ages,  thjit  there  can  be  no  ne- 
ceffity  for  entering  into  a  formal  proof  of  its 
truth*  It  hds  indeed  been  maintained,  not 
Bb  4  merely 
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CHAP,  merely  by  Schoolmen  and  Divines,  but  by 
VI.      the  moft  celebrated  philofophers,  and  moral* 
"^"'"^'"^  ifts,  and  politicians  of  every  age. 

The  peculiar  excellence  in  this refpefl  alfo 
of  Chrifttanity,  coniidered  independently  of 
its  truth  or  falfehood,  has  been  recognized 
by  many  writers,  who,  to  fay  the  leaft,  were 
not  diijjofed  to  exaggerate  its  merits.  Either 
or  both  of  thefe  propofitions  being  admitted, 
the  ftate  of  Religion  in  a  country  at  any 
given  period,  not  to  mention  its  connexion 
with  the  eternal  happinefs  of  the  inhabitants, 
immediately  becomes  a  queflion  of  great  pe- 
litical  importance  :  and  in  particular  it  muft 
be  material  to  afcertain  whether  Religion  be 
in  an  advancing  or  in  a  declining  ilate  ;  and 
if  the  latter  be  the  cafe,  whether  there  be 
any  prafticable  means  for  preventing  at  leaft 
its  farther  declenfion. 

If  theTeprefentations  contained  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapters,  of  the  ftate  of  Chriftianity 
amoi  'g  the  bulk  of  profefled  Chriftians,  be  not 
very  erroneous  ;  they  may  well  excite  ferious 
apprehenfion  iii  the  mind  of  every  reader, 
when  confidercd  merely  in  a  political  view. 
And  this  appreheniion  would  be  increafcd, 
if  there  fhould  appear  reafon  to  believe  thati 
for  fome  time  pajt,  Religion  has  been  on  the 
decling 
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decline JimoQgft  US,  and  that  it  continues  to    chap. 
decline  at  the  prefent  moment.  ^'' 

When  it  is  propofed,  however,  to  inquire  Ptdimi- 
anto.the  a6lual  ftate  of  Religion  in  any  coun-  «Swu«i 
try,  and  in  particular  to  compare  that  ftate  ^^ 
with  its  condition  at  any  former  period  i  jj^^ 
there  is  one  preliminary  obfervatiou  to  bo 
jBade,  if  we  would  not  be  liable  to  gro&  ^ 
error.  There  exifts,  eftablifhcd  by  tacit  con- 
fent,  in  erery  country,  what  may  be  called 
a  general  ftandard  or  tone  of  morals,  vary- 
ing in  the  iame  community  at  difierent  pe- 
riods, and  diiferent  at  the  fame  period  in 
diSerent  ranks  and  Htuatious  in  fbciety. 
Whoever  falls  below  this  ftandard,  and,  not 
unfrequently,  whoever  alfb  rifts  above  it, 
ofTeoduig  againft  this  general  rale,  fuffen 
proportionably  in  the  graieral  eftimation. 
Thus  a  regard  for  character,  which  is  com- 
monly the  governing  principle  among  men, 
becomes  to  a  certain  degree,  though  no  far- 
ther, an  incitement  to  morality  and  virtue. 
It  follows  of  courfe,  that  where  the  pra£Hce 
does  no  more  than  come  up  to  the  required 
level,  it  will  be  no  fufficient  evidence  of 
the  exiftcnce,  much  lefs  will  it  furnifti  any 
juft  meaftire  of  the  force,  of  a  real  inter- 
jjal  principle  of  Religtoiu  Chriftians,  Jews, 
Turks, 
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CHAP,  Turks,  InHdels,  and  Heretics,  perfbas  of 
▼I.       ten  thoufand  different  &rts  of  paffiom  a&d 

^■"^'^''^  opinions,  being  members  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  lame  community,  and  all  confcious 
that  they  will  be  examined  by  this  &nm 
{landard,  will  regulate  their  condu^  accord' 
ingly,  and,  with  no  great  difierence,  will  all 
adjuft  themielves  to  the  required  meaiiire. 

It  mufl  alfo  be  remarked,  that  the  caufb 
which  tend  to  raife  or  to  deprefs  this  ilandfird, 
commonly  produce  their  cffefts  by  flow  and 
almo/l  inieniiblc  degrees ;  and  that  it  often 
continues  for  fome  time  nearly  the  fame, 
when  the  circumflances,  by  which  it  was 
fixed,  have  materially  altered. 

It  is  a  truth  which  will  hardly  be  conteft- 
cd,  that  Chriilianity,  whenever  it  has  at  all 
.  prevailed,  has  railed  the  general  llandard  of 
morals  to  a  height  before  unknown.  Some 
ft£lioDS,  which  among  the  ancients  were 
jfcarcely  held  to  be  blemifhes  in  the  moft 
excellent  charaflers,  have  been  juftly  con- 
fidered  by  the  laws  of  every  Ciiriftian  com- 
municy,  as  meriting  the  fevereftpunifliincnts. 
In  other  inftances,  virtues  formerly  rare  have 
become  common  ;  and  in  particular  a  mer- 
ciful and  courteous  temper  has  Ibftcned  the 
rugged  mamiers,  and  humanized  the  brutal 
ferocity 
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ferocity  prevalent  among  the  moft  polifhed  crap. 
nations  of  the  heathen  world.  But  from  ^^ 
what  has  been  recently  obfcrved,  it  is  ma-  ^■"*<'™^ 
nifeft,  that,  fb  far  as  external  app«irances 
are  concerned,  thefe  efTefls,  when  once  pro- 
duced by  Chriftianity,  are  produced  alike  in 
thole  who  deny  and  in  tho&  who  admit  her 
divine  original ;  I  had  almoU  faid  in  thofe 
who  reje£l  and  thofe  who  cordially  embrace 
the  doctrines  of  the  Gofpel :  and  thefe  effcSs 
might  and  probably  would  remain  for  a  while, 
without  any  great  apparent  alteration,  how- 
ever her  fpirit  might  languifh,  or  even  her 
authority  decline.  The  form  of  the  temple, 
as  was  once  beautifully  remarked,  may  con- 
tinue, when  the  dn  tutelares  have  left  it. 
"When  we  are  inquiring  therefore  into  the  reai 
ftate  of  Chrifttanity  at  any  period;  if  we  would 
not  be  deceived  in  this  important  invcftigation, 
it  becomes  us  to  be  fo  much  the  more  careful 
not  to  take  up  with  fuperficial  appearances. 

It  may  perhaps  help  us  to  ascertain  the  ad-  ^^^ 
vanclng  or  declining  ftate  of  Chriftianity  in  ChniKaiij, 
Creat  Britam  at  the  prefent  moment ;  and  w  i^^ 
ftiU  more  to  difcovcr  Ibmc  of  the  caufes  by  '"**'' 
vbich  that  ftate  has  been  .produced,  to  em- 
ploy a  littlp  time  in  conlidering  what  might 
naturally  be  expc^ed  to  be  its  afhial  Atua- 
tion  ; 
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CBAp.    tion  ;  what  advantages  or  difadvantages  fuch 

▼»•      a  religion  might  be  expcfted  to  derive,  from 

y^^*'^^  the  circumftances  in  which  it  has  been  placed 

among  us,  and  from  tbofe  in  which  it  iUll 

continues. 

Experience  warrants,  and  reafon  juflifies 
and  explains  the  aflertion,  that  Periecution 
generally  .tends  to  quicken  the  vigour  and 
extend  the  prevalence  of  the  opinions  which 
She  would  eradicate.  For  the  peace  of  nian- 
Itnd,  it  has  grown  at  length  almofl  into  an 
axiom/  that  **  her  dcvilifti  engine  back  re- 
•*  coil?  upon  herfelf,'*  Chriftianity  eipccially 
has  always  thriven  under  perfccution.  At 
fuch  a  (eafbn  ftie  has  iio  lukewarm  profcflbrs; 
no  adherents  concerning  whom  it  is  doubtful 
to  what  party  they  belong.  The  Cluiftian  is 
then  reminded  at  every  turn,  that  his  Mafter's 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  When  all  on 
earth  wears  a  black  and  threatening  alpe6l, 
he  looks  up  to  Heaven  for  conlblation  ;  he 
kams  prailically  to  confider  himfelf  as  a  plU 
grim  and  ftrauger.  He  then  cleaves  to  fun- 
damentals, and  examines  well  his  foundation, 
as  at  the  hour  of  death.  When  Religion  is 
in  a  ftate  of  external  quiet  and  prolperity, 
the  contrary  of  all  this  naturally  takes  place. 
The  fbldicrs  of  the  church  militant  then  for- 
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get  that  they  arein  aflateof  wai&rc.  Their-  csAr, 
ardour  flackens,  their  zeal  languifhes.  Like  v>- 
a  coloiiy  long  fettled  in  a  flrange  country  (a), 
they  are  gradually  aiTimilated  in  features,  and 
demeanour,  and  language,  to  the  native  inha- 
bitants, till  at  Icng^  abnoft  every  veftige  of 
peculiarity  dies  away. 

If,  in  general,  perfecution  and  prolperity 
be  produ£):ive  refpe^ively  of  the^  oppofite 
effeds  ;  this  circumflance  alcmc  might  teach 
us  what  expectations  to  form  concerning  the 
ftate  of  Chriilianity  in  this  country,  where 
file  has  long  been  embodied  in  an  eAablilh- 
ment,  which  is  intimately  blended,  and  is 
generally  and  jufHy  believed  to  have  a  ccnn^ 
mon  intereft  with  our  civil  inftitutions ; 
which  is  liberally,  though  by  no  means  too 
liberally,  endowed,  and,  not  more  i^voured 
in  wealth  then  dignity,  has  been  allowed  ^  to 
**  exalt  her  mitred  front  in  courts  and  parlia- 
*•  ments  :"  an  eAabliihment— the  offices  ia 
which  arc  extremely  numerous,  and  thelc, 
not  like  the  priefthood  of  the  Jews,  filled  up 
ffom  a  particular  race,  or,  like  that  of  the 
Hindoos,  held  by  a  feparafe  cafl  in  entail- 
ed fiicceflion ;  but  fupplied  frqm  every  clafs, 

(a)  The  author  hiuft  acknowledge  himTetf  Indebted  v% 
I>t.  O.WSV  Kir  diisiUuftnuoa. 
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cwAp.  and  branching  by  its  widely  extended  rami* 
^*  Bcations  into  almoA  every  individuai  family 
in  the  community :  an  eilablifhment— of 
which  the  minifters  are  not,  like  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy,  debarred  from  forming  ma- 
tiimonial  ti«s,  but  are  allowed  to  unite 
themfelves,  and  multiply  their  holdings  to 
the  general  mafs  of  the  community  by  the 
clofe  bonds  of  family  connexion ;  not  like 
fome  of  the  feverer  of  the  religious  orders, 
immured  ia  colleges  and  monafterics,  but, 
both  by  law  and  cuftom,  permitted  to  mix 
without  reflraint  in  all  the  intercOuries  of 
fbciety. 

Such  being  the  circumftanccs  of  the  pas- 
tors of  the  church,  let  the  commnnity  in- 
general  be  foppofed  to  have  been  for  fbme 
time  in  a  rapidly  improving  ftatc  of  commer- 
cial prolperity;  let  it  alfo  be  liippofed  to 
have  been  msJting  no  unequal  progrefs  in  all 
thole  arts,  and  fciences,  and  literaiy  produc- 
tions, which  have  ever  been  the  growth  of  a 
polifhed  age,  and  are  the  fure  maHcs  of  a 
highly  finifhed  condition  of  fociety.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  anticipate  the  cifefts  likely  to 
be  produced  on  vttai  Religiwi,  both  in  the 
clergy  and  the  laity,  by  liich  a  flate  of  exter- 
nal prolperity  as  has  been  afligned  to  ^eax 
refpefUvely. 
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re§>e£Uvely.  And  tfaefc  effeih  would  be  in-  chaf. 
fellibly  furthered,  where  the  country  in  quef-  Y*' 
tion  ffiould  enjoy  a  free  conftitution  of  govern- 
ment Wc  formerly  had  occafion  to  quota 
the  remark  of  an  accurate  obferver  of  the 
ibge  of  human  life,  that  a  much  loo&r  fyC* 
tern  (^  morals  commonly  prevails  in  the 
higher,  than  in  the  middling  and  lower  or- 
ders of  ibciety.  Now,  in  every  country,  of 
which  the  middling  claiTes  are  daily  growing 
in  wealth  and  conlequence,  by  the  fucccis  rf 
their  commercial  Ipeculations ;  and,  moA  of 
all,  in  a  country  having  fuch  a  conftitution 
as  our  own,  where  the  acquilition  of  riches 
is  the  pofleilion  aUb  of  rank  and  power  ;  with 
the  comforts  and  refinements,  the  vices  alio 
of  the  higher  orders  are  contin\ially  defcend- 
ing,  and  a  mifchievous  uniformity  of  ienti- 
ments,  and  manners,  and  morals,  gradually 
difiufes  itfelf  throughout  the  whole  commu- 
nity. The  multiplication  of  great  cities  alfo, 
and,  above  all,  the  habit,  ever  increafing  with 
the  incrcafing  wealth  of  the  country,  of  fre- 
quenting a  ipiendid  and  luxurious  metropolis, 
would  powerfully  tend  to  accelerate  the  dif- 
continuance  of  the  religious  habits  of  a  purer  - 
age,  and  to  accomplifh  the  iubftitution  of  a  ' 
more  relaxed  morality.  And  it  muft  even 
be  confelled,  that  tha  conunsrcial  ipirit, 
much 
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CHAP,    tnach  as  we  are  indebted  to  it,  is  not  nattl* 

^  ^^      rtJIy  favourable  to  the  maintenance  of  the 

religious  j>rinciplc  in  a  vigorous  and  lively 

ftate. 

In  times  like  thefe,  therefore,  the  ftriS  pre- 
cepts and  ielf-denying  habits  of  Chriftianity 
naturally  Aide  into  difule ;  and  even  among 
the  better  fort  of  Chriftians,  are  likely  to  be 
ibftened,  lb  &r  at  leaft  as  to  be  rendered 
lefs  abhorrent  from  the  general  dilpofition 
to  relaxation  and  indulgence.  In  llich  prof- 
perous  circumftances,  men,  in  truth,  arc  apt 
to  think  very  little  about  Religion.  Chrifti- 
anity, therefore,  feldom  occupying  the  at- 
tention of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians, 
and  being  fcarcely  at  all  the  objed  of  their 
•  ftudy,  we  ftiould  expc6l,  of  courfc,  to  find 
them  extremely  unacquainted  with  its  tenets. 
Thofe  doftrines  and  principles  indeed,  which 
it  contains  in  common  with  the  law  of  the 
-  land,  or  which  are  Iknftioned  by  the  gene- 
ral flandard  of  morals  formerly  deichbcd,  be- 
ing brought  into  conthiual  notice  and  mention 
by  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  might 
^^«v^  continue  to  be  recognized.  But  whflever  £he 
dK  pecHii-  contains  peculiar  to  herfelf,  and  which  ibould 
not  be  habitually  brought  into  recolle^oa  by 
the  incideuts  of  every  day,  might  be  cxpeded 

to 
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.flifgild  -be  .i^oii;  w^ol^y  .fotgotten.  .  Still      ^' 
.ft>K'^nJgt>t,t^sl)e,'fi%tuf3Uy  expeSedtobi;-  ■ — 
.cgg^t^;qafi^i£;t^jPCCu^3;iue3ij3..qiiBftiop, 
^[l^]o(ild:Jx,^ni;t^ir  very  gapre^  .at  w»r 

fyq&,.tln,  tijnjgry egaljcooconutima  ^f  np^dly 

.^ppen;afia)^ ;j;i)ekuxi  if tl>e drctimtoa^e 
.of , tb(^.liiia)[i)[gj^epj,.at,  ajjy,  tirae  abufei  i;o 
purgofe^  ^^ypgfri)^  pr  j^j3aticUiQ>  ihQuld 
jfj^je  pji9iijyrtfd.ffgEli.  iibipc  xif  .jh^.lKWr  d^^ 

.(j^ed  fthongh'firpaoHXs  ipoEives^  ta  briqg 

..coafCaoa^.&clisKHi,  ,     . 

Wsiii' .  &.n»)'.vOw)liJi.#ms  :l»ve  Ixaja' 
ilraying  out  of  the  right  paUi,  ^fxie  ^pk^  in- 
former might,  from  time  to  time,  be  likely 
.  IKaofe,  whpjfhodWflq'  ™ji»%  cl»aqje.them 
,^>yitji  their  deviatif^ ;  .but,  tljioughff^ht  pef- 
,,hfl»in  the  iflain,  jft.dewafing  biffliilf  aUgjn 
apvoppofite  dire^op,  apd  prijati^g  ^guft  l?y 
bis  v^ence^  or  YMlgarity,  orab&rdities,-^ 
-fDight  Ail,  *3(eepli,ina  few  i|iftlwfies,:to  pro- 
,  duce  the  tSt&.^t.r^eriiiagf^gpi.faao,  thnir 
.  wasdedngs.  i.     .  '    ,   ' 
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cHXpJ    .     Still,  however,  the  Divine  Original  of 
.  IV- .      Chriftianity  -would  not  be  profefledfy  difa- 
^■'^'"^  "vowed;  partly  from  a  real,  and  more  com- 
monly from  a  political,  defereirce  for  the  efta- 
bliihed  faith,  but  moAr  of  alT,  frrim  the  bulk 
of  mankind  being  not  yet  prepared,   as  it 
were,  to  throw  away  "the  icdibard,  and  to 
venture  their  eternal  happiheis  6a  the  iflue 
of  its  iallehood.-    Some  bdI3er  ^irtts,  in- 
deed, mig^  be  expected  to^eipiife-lile  call- 
tious  moderation  of  iheftiiitnttF  rcaftncrs, 
'  and  to  pronounce  decifivcly,'  that  the  Bible 
was  aforgeiy:   while  tike  .g«nef alify,  profif- 
-ftngto  believe  it  genuine,' -fliouM,  lefi  cori- 
liftentlyi  ht  la^lied  ft'iA- remaining '^gno- 
ran(of  its  contents;  and,<\>^hefl  {defied,  Ihbiild 
difcover  themlelvcs  by  no  means  to  believe 
-"many  of  the  thoft  important' patticulars  con- 
""taincd  in  it.    ■      ;  '    .  ■ 

•"-^WaEN,  by  the  operation' of  caules  lite 

""thefe,ahy  cbunlry  has  at  length  grown  int» 

-the-  coiidftioitwhirfi  has  been  here  (hited;  it 

'  is  but' too  obvious,  that*  in  the  bulk  of  the 

community,  Religicm,  already  fimk  very  low, 

'  m<ifl:  be  hai^iilng  faitito  her  entire  dUToIu- 

'tibh.     Caufes  enei^ic  bnd'  a^ve  like  thefe, 

though  accidental  hindrances  may  dtcafiw- 

ally  Si  wart  their*  operation,  will  not  at  once 

'  ■  ■■  become 
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become  fluggift  and  unproduftive.      Their    chap, 
efied  is  iure ;  and  the  time  is  faft  approach-        vi. 
ing,  when  Chriftianity  will  be  almoft  as       ^ 
openly  difavow^  in  the  language,  as  in  fa£t 
it  is  akeady  fuppofed  to  have  difappeared 
from  the  condud  of  men  t  when  infidelity 
will  be  held  to  be  the  necelTary  appendage 
of  a  man  of  fafiiion,  and  to  believe  will  be 
deemed  the  indication  of  a  feeble  mind  and 
a  contra£led  underftaiiding. 

Something  like  what  have  been  here 
premised  are  the  conje£hires  which  we 
ihould  naturally  be  led  to  form,  conceniing 
the  ftate  of  Chriltiajiity  in  this  country,  and 
its  probable  ifliie,  from  confidering  her  own 
nature,  and  the  peculiar  circumftances  in 
A^^ich  fhe  has  been  placed.  That  her  real 
condition  differs  not  much  from  the  refult  of 
this  reafi)ning  from  probability,  mud,  with 
whatever  regret,  be  confeffed  by  all  who  take 
a  careful  and  impartial  furvey  of  the  a£tual 
(ituation  of  things  among  us.  But  our  hy- 
pothetical delineation,  if  juft,  will  have  ap- 
proved itielf  to  the  reader's  convidiou,  as 
we  have  gone  along,  by  fuggeAing  its  arche- 
types ;  and  we  may  therefore  be  ipared  the 
painful  and  invidious  taflc  of  pointing  out,  in 
detail,  the  feveral  particulars  wherein  our 
C  c  2  flatements 
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CHAP,  ftatementsarejuftificdby fafis.  Everywhere 
^J''-  we  may  aftuaily  trace  the  efFefls  of  increaf- 
ing  wealth  and  luxury,  in  banifliing  one  by 
one  the  habits,  and  new  modelling  the  phrafe* 
ology,  of  ftrifler  times;  and  in  difftifiiig 
throughout  the  middle  ranks  thofe  relaxed 
morals  and  diflipated  manners,  which  were 
formerly  confined  to  the  higher  claflps  (rf 
Ibciety.  We  meet,  indeed,  with  more  re- 
finement, and  more  generally  with  tbofe 
amiable  courtefies  which  are  its  proper  fruits: 
thofe  vices  alfo  have  become  lefs  frequent, 
which  naturally  infcft  the  darknefe  of  a  ruder 
and  leis  polifhed  age,  iand  wbkh  recede  on 
the  approach  of  light  and  civilization: 

Deluxit  nnmerui  Siturntus,  St  grave  vtnii 
MuodituB  pepulcre : 

But  with  thefe  groffncffes,  Reli^on,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  alio  declined ;  God  is  forgot- 
ten; his  providence  is  exploded;  his  hand 
is  lifted  up,  but  we  fee  it  not ;  he  multiplies 
our  comforts,  but  we  are  not  grateful;  he 
vifits  us  with  chalHftments,  but  we  are  not 
contrite.  The  portion  of  the  week  fet  apart 
to  the  fervice  of  Religion  w©  give  up,  with- 
out relu^hnce,  to -Vanity  and  diflipation. 
And  it  is  much  if,  on.  *he  periodical  re- 
turn of  ^  day  of  iwtienal  humiliation,  hav- 
ing a\-ailed  ourfelves  at  the  certainty  of  an 
„    -  interval 
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interval  from  public  bufinefs  to  fecu're  a   chap, 
meeting  fiw  convivial  purpofes;  we  do  not       "• 
infiilt  the  Majefty  of  Heaven  by  fcafting  and 
jollity,   and   thus  deliberately  difclaim  our 
^ing  included  in  the  Iblemn  ^rvices  of  this 
iealbn  of  penitence  and  recoUeftion. 

But  when  there  is  not  this  open  and 
fliamelefs  dilavowal  of  Religion,  few  traces 
of  it  are  to  be  found.     Improving  in  almoft 
every  other  branch  of  knowledge,  we  have 
become  le(s  and  lefs  acquainted  with  Chrifti- 
anity.     The  preceding  chapters  have  pointed 
out,  among  thole  who  believe  themfelves  to 
be  orthodox  Chriftians,  a  deplorable  igno- 
jTince  of  the  Religion  they  profels,  an  utter 
forgetfiilneis  of  the  peculiar  doflrines  by 
which  it  is  charaflerized,  a  difpoHtion  to 
regard  it  as  a  mere  fyfleni  of  ethics,  and, 
what  might  feem  an   inconliAeucy,  at  the 
iame  time  a   moft  inadequate  idea  of  the^ 
nature  and  ftriftnefs  of  its  praftical  princi- 
ples.    This  declenfion  of  Chridianity  into  a  ChriOia- 
mere-:Q^m  of  ethics,  may  partly  be  ac<  dl^^x 
counted  for,  as  has  been  lately  fuggefted,  by  2£S^ 
conlidering  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  wHat  ^S^ 
Chriftianity  is,  and  in  what  circumftances  ihe  «^  hu 
has  been  pl^ed  in  this  country.     But  it  has  ^I'tniin 
(dft»  been  confiderably  promoted  by  one  pe-  ^^^^ 
C  c  3  CvUsir 
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CHAP,    culiar  caufe,  on  which,  for  many  reafons, 
VI.       it  may  not  be  improper  to  dwell  a  Uttlc  more 
^"""^^"'''^  particularly. 

Christianity  in  its  beft  days  (for  the  cre- 
dit of  our  rcprcfeiitations  let  this  be  remem- 
bered, by  thole  who  obje£l  to  our  ftatement 
as  auftere  and  contrafted)  was  iiich  as  it  has 
been  delineated  in  the  prefent  work.  This 
was  the  Religion  of  the  moft  eminent  Re-.^ 
forpiers,  of  thofe  bright  ornaments  of  our 
country  who  fufFered  martyrdom  under  queea 
Mary ;  of  their  fucceflbrs  in  the  times  of  Eliza- 
beth ;  in  ihqrt,  of  all  the  pillars  of  our  Pro- 
teftant  church ;  of  many  of  its  higheft  dignita- 
ries ;  of  Davenant,  of  Jewell,  of  Hall,  of  Rey- 
nolds, of  Beveridge,  of  Hooker,  of  Andrews, 
of  Smith,  of  Leighton,  of  Ulher,  of  Hopkins^ 
of  Baxter,  ('aj^  apd  of  many  others  of  fcarcely 
inferior 

fa)  I  mull  beg  leave  to  cla&  ^inong  the  brighteft  onn- 
ments  of  the  Church oTEngland,  this  greattnan,  who  with  his 
brethren  was  To  Ihamefully  ejoflcd  from  die  church  in  |666| 
in  vioUtion  of  the  royal  word,  as  well  as  of  the  clear  priih 
ciples  of  juftice.  Widi  his  controvcrlial  pieces  I  am  little 
acquainted :  but  his  practical  writings,  in  four  maflj  feJio^ 
are  a  treafury  of  Chriftian  wifdomj  and  it  would  be  a  moft 
valuable  fervice  to  manlcind  to  revife  ihem,  and  periiaps  to 
bridge  them,  lb  as  to  render  them  more  fuited  to  the  taifteof 
fnodem  readers.  Ibis  has  been  already  done  in  the  cafetf 
"to 
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iaicnoT.  note.  Ia_  thcfir  pages .  the  pecuUar 
do^biues  of  Chrii^iamty  were  every. where  / 
vilible,  andontbedeepandfoUdbKlis.of  thele  ^ 
dodrinal  truths  were  laid  the  foundations  of  a 
fapexifani^re'of  morals  proportiooably  bro^d 
anid  exahed.  C^this  fafl  dieicwriOttngs  fUU 
OCtvitarfradecUjyepfOof :  aud  they,  who  may 
w«tt  leiftro,  or  opportunity,  or  inclihaCioQ,: 
fin-  the  pertiQ  of  thcfe  valuaUe  records, 
may  iatUfy  thcmfelves.of  the  truth  of  the 
aiTertion^  that,  fudi  as  we  have  Qztcd  it,  was 
the  Chriftianity  of  thoTe  times,  by  confiiltia^ 
cur  Articles  and  Hoihilies,  or  even  by  care- 
fully examining  bur  excellent  Liturgy.  ^  JBut 
^DTO  that  tendency  to.  deterioration-  lately 
noticed,  theie  great '  fundamental  truths  be- 
gan to  be  fomfc"(VlMit  lefs  prominent  in  the 
compofitions  of  many  of  the  leading  divines 
before  the  thne  of  the  civil  wars.  During 
that  period,  however,' the  peculiar  do^bines 
of  Chriftianity  were  gricvoufly  abided  by 
many  of  the  fe^Uries,  who  were  foremoft  in 
the  commotions  of  thoiJe  unhappy  days ;  what 
while  they  taUced  copioufly  of  the  free  grace 

bU  D;if%  T^ugbtt,  a  beautiful  little  piece,  and  of  bis  Saints' 
Jleft.  His  Life  alio,  written  by  himfe|f,  and  in  a  Tepanite 
volume,  contains  much  ufcfiit  matter,' and  raanj  valuable 
particulars  of  die  hiftory  of  the  times  of 'Chari,es  I.  Crgcn- 

C  c  4  of 
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CH  AP,    of  Chnft, •  and'  the '  diieiytiBis  of  A«?  Mblf 
, Tf-      .Spirit,'wcrt -by  Mr  lives ati-open-fcamhA t3* 
^   '^      the  Aame  of  Ghi'lftiaH-  /V^;'  •"■    ■ 

'  To^rAlxosdwdofeoflJiiilirftcefdurjtvthe 
dlvuies  ofi  the'^AAbbliflied  CKOrch'  (vtdwtftsr 

Mtaiim  wJuhott  ttfinimmatiiB;"  ;Mwl|rof  dMRtjihd-fcBs 
wt»  by  Jbe  U^i;^}!^.  circumSanccs  o§  Ap  qtbcs  became 
obJc£te  of  notice  iii  a  pQlitical  view,  ^retnen  oF  great  crii- 
jitiiiint  ^ecp'  v'iivfs  ^  Reltgioh;  ai^  Atit^eftktiidbtt^pitfy: 
tnd ihodgH -O^'tKiSngsof  dtt i^rdfiU ai^ ^hiixi  Aid, ac- 
(^ingtbthe  £iai{mof  M»ic'agf^]-e^l4ctnIr)ttMr.petp1lnud 
than  dm  bv  mulbplicd  dlviGoos  xai  rubdivifUyu;  y^t  tfaey 
a^eamine  of  wealth,  in  whicli'ahyone  wtio  willTu^it'^' 
fom'e'  dcgrM  6riatJoar  tnlt  Rnd'hlmfil^wdl  iWWaided  Ibr 
6is  pains.- '  In  putiCiitar  &tf  ibitiiigii  df  Dr.  OwRN^  Mr. 
Howtt  iai  MJ.  Faavzix,  irtU  defcrrv  das  <iiKkS^7  9t 
^w^fulit  imBt^pOf^  author,  ^eie  are  two  piecei  which  I 
would  cfpcciaUj  reconnneod  to  the  reader's  peniuAi  on^ 
on  Heaveijy  Mindedntfs,  ifcrtdgctf  by  Efr.  Mato  ;  Itie 
{idier,ontbe.Moni(ibdon  of  tenjo  Bdteinni,  WUVI 
have  been  rpealcitlg  in  ternS  of  liich  high,  an^I  tcuft,  fiich 
jufi  culogium  oT  many  of  the  teachcre  of  tbe  Chutch  of 
£Dgland;  dusmayho't  Ec  ui  improper  place  to  OCprefrtlKf 
Aigh  diligztiore  v^cK  ^  o^to  ifi^  D^Aters,  for  oaoy 
ixeellent  puUicriiioiM.  Of  thh  hisnbtr  are  De.  EvAHa's 
SennonsonfteC^nftianTemiperi^tfjtli^moft  u&fulbaok, 
the  Rife  and  Progrels  of  Religion  in  the  Soul,  by  Dr.  Hod- 
DSipcE}.  p1%, hii  Jjiie, by  Ortdn^  and  Letteis;  and  twa 
volumes  of  Sfimons,  one  QnR^cneratiQn,  the  other  on  the 
Power  and.Grace  of  Chriu:  May  the.  writer  be  peniutted 
to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  recooimending  two  voIumeSi 
publifhed  (eparately,  of  Sermons,  by  the  late  Dr.  WixHlK- 
•FOON,  Prefideat  of  the  CDlle|c  of  New  Jerley. 

it 
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Ip  dfdrs  fniai.-tlic  obrcurky  of  their  own',  cjiar,. 
vibW^  or  &odi-a'flrdng  improffion  of  foroief  vjl. 
dbufi^  and-of  the.  evils  wfaicli  had  refultcd  ^'^'"^ 
fh»si thaiA)'b«gan'to.n3n into  adiffisrent error. 
They<  ^refefEttdi  co  in  stke  if  tfaeir  chief  objeA  tcr 
iiiculcate  the  maral  an4  pracSdcal  precepts  of 
Chnfliacii^,  whicb  rhsr  conceived  to  have 
bdsfl  before  too  much^  aegle^ed ;  but  "n'lthout 
iiiffici«i)tly'  maiotnning^  oft^a  even  without, 
juftfy  IttyiHg  cbtf  grand  foondation,  of  ae  fic^- 
ne^s  ^c<Apamtt  with. God!;,  oc  pointing  wt 
h&w  tt^  pfa^lical  precepts  q&  ChrjAianitT' 
^fmif  6\A  of  Ite*  pecnliar  dcH£trifw9,  and  arc 
'fffSepkfaS^  conAedcd  wkh  them  fa).  Bjr 
ttas  fof&t' error/  ibe  very  geniae  and  e0e«ti^ 
lUftute  of  Cbriftiahity  iinficrceptibly  ondcr- 
#«<m  a  change.  She  no  longu-  retained  her 
peculiar  ohflradcrst  ot  produced  that  appro* 
pri&te  frame  of  ipirit  by  which  her  followers 
had  been  charaderized.  Facilis  defcenfus. 
The  example  thus  fct  Was  followed  during 
the  preient  century,  and  its  eflfed  was  aided 
by  various  caufes  already  pointed  out.  In 
addition  to  the^,  it  may  be  proper  to  men- 
tion as  a  caulif'of  powerful  operatjon  ;  that 
for  the  laft  fifty  years  the  prols  has  teemed 

[a)  Vide  Seatta  Vi.  of  the  ivth  C^hiptBr,  where  we 
^yv  exprritlf  and  filUy  ti«;to)  of  .this  moft  itn{iattant  tnid^ 

with 
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.  with  moral  eflays,  many  of  them  publiihed 
periodically*  and  moft  extcnAvely  clrculatod  ; 
which,  being  confidered  either  as  works  of 
mere'  entertainment,  or,  in  which  at  leaft 
entertainment  was  to  be  blended  with  in- 
ftrudion,  rather  than  as  religious  pieces, 
were  kept  free  from  whatever  anight  give 
them  this  air  of  fermons,  or  c^ufe  them  to 
wear  an  appearance  of  ferioufheti,  incon-' 
ftflent  with  the  idea  of  relaxation*  But  in 
this  way  the  ^tal  habit,  of  coniidering  Chrii^ 
tian  morals  as  diiHn£t  from  ChriAian  doc* 
trines,  inlenfibly  gained  Areagth.  Thus  the 
peculiar  dodhiues  of  Chriftiani^  went  more 
and  siore  out  of  fight ;  and,  as  n;iight  naturally 
have  been  expeded,  the  moral  fyRcfn.  itielf 
alfb  began  to  wither  and  decay,  being  robbed 
of  that  which  ihould  have  iupplied  it  with 
life  and  nutriment.  At  length,  in  our  own 
days,  theie  peculiar  do^nes  have  almoft 
altogether  vaniflied  from  the  view.  Even 
in  many  iermons,  fcarcely  any  (races  of  them 
are  to  be  found. 

But  the  degree  of  negleA  into  which 
they  are  really  fallen,  may  perhaps  be  ren** 
dered  ilill  more  manifefl  by  appealing  ta 
another  criterion.  There  is  a  certain  cla{s 
of  publications,  of  which  it  is  the  obje£^  to 
I  give 
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give  us  exa£t  delineations  of  life  and  man-  eHAP. 
ners  :  and  when  theie  are  written  by  authors  vt. 
of  accurate  obfervation  and  deep  knowledge  *"  ^ 
of  human  nature;  (and  many  fuch  there  have 
been  in  our  times)  they  &rnilh  a  more  ^ith- 
fiil  pi£hire,  than  can  be  obtained  in  any  other 
way,  of  the  prevalent  opinions  and  feelings 
of  mankind.  It  muft  be  obvious  that  novels 
are  here  alluded  to.  A  carefiii  perufal  of 
the  moft  celebrated  of  thele  pieces  would 
furnifh  a  ftrong  coufirmation  of  the  appre- 
heniion,  fuggefted  from  other  confiderations, 
concerning  the  very  low  ftate  of  Religion  in 
this  country ;  but  (hey  would  ftill  more 
jftrikingly  illuftrate  the  truth  of  4he  remark, 
that  the  grand  peculiarities  of  Chriilianity 
are  almoft  vaniihed  from  the  view.  In  a 
fermon,  although  throughout  the  whole  of 
jt  there  may  have  been  no  traces  of  thefe 
pecuU^ities,  either  dircftly  or  indirefily,  the 
preacher  doles  with  an  ordinary  form ;  which, 
if  one  were  to  aflcrt  that  they  were  ablblutely 
omitted,  would  immediately  be  alleged  in 
contra^diftion  of  the  aflertion,  and  may  juft 
ferve  to  prote^  them  from  idling  into  en- 
tire oblivion.  But  in  novels,  the  writer  is 
not  fo  tied  down.  In  thefe,  people  of  Re- 
ligion, and  clergymen  too,  are  placed  in  all 
pofllble  lituations,  and  the  lentiments.  and 
language 
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CHAP.  language  deemed  {uitd>le  to  the  occailon 
VI.       are  affigned  to  them.     They  are  introduced 

^""^'^^  inftru^ng,  reproving,  counfclling,  coitifbrt- 
iiig.  It  is  often  the  author*s  iotention  to 
reprcfent  them  in  a  favourable  point  of  view, 
aud.  accordingly  he  makes  them  as  well  in- 
ibrmed  and  as  good  Chriftians  as  he  knows 
how.  They  are  painted  amiable,  benevoknt, 
and  forgiving ;  but  it  is  not  too  much  to  fay, 
that  if  all  the  peculiarities  of  Chriilianity  had 
never  exifted,  or  had  been  proved  to  be  falfe^ 
the  circumftanc^  would  fcarcely  create  the 
necetfity  of  altering  a  iingle  ly^ftb^c  in  any 
of  the  moft  celebrated  of  thefc  performances. 
It  is  flriking  to  oblerve  the  di^erence  which 
there  is  in  this  refpeft  in  fimilar  works  of 
Mahometan  authors,  wherein  the  charaflers, 
which  they  mean  to  reprefent  in  a  favour- 
able light,  are  dra\yn  vaftly  more  obfervant 
9f  the  peculiarities  of  their  religion  (aj, 

CihtrUi  It  has  alfo  been  a  melancholy  prognoftic 

^^^tu*  °f  *^^  ^^*^  ^  which  we  are  prbgreffive,  that 

^'"f  many  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  literati  of 

Chtiftiani.  modefii  times  have  been  profelTed  unbeliev- 

^*  ers ;  and  that  others  of  them  have  difcover- 

(«)  No  exceptioni  have  fallen  within  my  own  reading, 
^uc  the  writings  fpf  Richakoion, 
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ed  J"uch  lukewarmnefs in  the  caule  of  ChrlA,   chap. 
as  to  treat  with  eipecial  good  will,  and  at-      vi. 
tention,  and  refpeft»  thofe  men:,  who,  by  their  ^^"^''^ 
avowed  publications,  were  openly  ailailing, 
or  iafidioufly  undermming  the  very  founda<T 
tions  o£   the  Chriftian   hope;    conlidering 
tbemTelves  as  more  cloiely  united  to  then^ 
by  literature,  than  fevered  from  them  by  die 
widcil  religious  differences  ^aj.     Caii  it  thoa 

(a)  h.  is  with  psia  that  the  sut^oc  finis  himfelf  compelled 
to  place  fo  great  a  wrhcr  as  Dr.  RgsERTSON  In  this  daTe. 
Bot,  to  Oj  nothine;  of  his  phleematiciccotint  of  the  Rcfor- 
matMR  i  a  fbhjtd '  vUA  we  iunild  hava  Aought  likely  ra 
«xcita  in  any  oae^  vibo  u«tfod  the  chancer  of  a  ChriftiU 
Divine  wiih  tbatoFanHillarian,  fame  wannth  of  pious  gra- 
titude for  the  good  providence  of  God :  to  pals  over  alfo 
Ac  ambiguity,  in  which  he  leaves  his  readers  as  to  his  opinion 
of  die  auBienticity  of  the  Mofaic  chronol<^y,  io  bis  dilqui- 
fitions  on  the  trade  of  India;  his  letters  to  Mr.  GiBBOif, 
latd/  puhliflied)  cannot  but  excite  emotions  of  regret  and 
ihame  in  every  Gncere  Chriftian.  The  author  hopes,  that 
he  has  fb  fu  explained  his  (entiments  as  to  render  itelmoff 
nndeccflai;  to  remark,  what,  faswcveR,  to  prcrcnt  ipilcon- 
fini£tioa>  he  nuft  beredectaxci  ttutfo&r  troni  approving, 
he  mnft  be  underftood  decidedly  to  condemn,  a  hot,  acor.:cn- 
tiouS}  much  more  an  abufive  manner  of  oppofmg  or  of 
4>eaking  oflhes&Haits  of  Chrifltanity.  The  ApoMo's di- 
ra£tioa  in  thii  idped  OBtiot.he:  too  mwdi  attentfed  to. 
"  The  fcrvant  of  ^  Lord  duA  not  ftrive;  butbegenjJo 
<*  unto  all  men;  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  mcelcnefs  inftrut^- 
**  ii^  diolc  that  oppofe  themfelves :  if  God  peradventure 
<*  will  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  tb9 
**  trutii."    (iTimothy,ii.24,2S.) 

occafion 
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CRAP,  occafion  (urprife,  that  under  all  thefe  of- 
VI.  cumftances,  one  of  the  moft  acute  and  msA. 
^'~~'  forward  of  the  profcHed  unbelievers  faj 
{hould  appear  to  anticipate,  as  at  no  great 
diftance,  the  more  complete  triumph  of  his 
iceptical  principles ;  and  that  another  author 
of  diftinguiflied  name  f^Jj  not  fo  openly  pro* 
fcfling  thofe  intidel  opinions,  ftiould  declare 
of  the  writer  above  alluded  to,  whofe  great 
abilities  had  been  fyflematically  proilituted 
to  the  open  attack  of  every  principle  of  Reli- 
gion, both  natural  and  revealed,  "  that  he  had 
"  always  conlidcred  him,  both  in  hia  liie-timc 
**  and  ftnce  his  death,  as  approaching  as  nearly 
**  to  the  idea  of  a  perfeftly  wife  and  virtuous 
"  man,  as  perhaps  the  nature  pf  human  frailt/ 
"  will  permit  ?" 

Can  there  then  be  a  doubt,  whither  tends 
the  path  in  which  we  are  travelling,  and 
whither  at  length  if  mufl  condu£l  us  ?  If  any 
fliould  hefitate,  let  them  take  a  leflbn  from 
experience.  In  a  neighbouring  country,  fevc- 
lal  of  the  lame  cauies  have  been  in  adion ; 
and  they  have  at  kngth  produced  their  fuH 
effe£l.  Manners  corrupted,  morals  depraved, 

(a)  Mr.  Home. 

(b)  VideDr.A.Simdi'sLtttMtoW,Stxrf»n,Efii. 

diflipiUion 
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diflipatioh  predominant,  above  all.  Religion  chap. 
'dilc'rSdited,  and  infidelity  grown  into  repute 
and  filfhio'n  (a)y  terminated  in  the  public  dif- 
avowal'  df  every  rrf^ieius- principle,  which 
had  been  uftd'te  attfaft  the  veneration  of 
mankiiid.  ~The  reprelentatives  of  a  whole 
nation  publicly  witnefling,  not  only  without 
horror,  but,  to  lay  the  leaft,  without  difappro- 
bation,  an  open  unqualified  denial  of  the- very 
exiftence  of  God ;  and  at  length,  as  a  body, 
withdrawing  their  allegiance  from  the  Ma- 
jefty  of  Heaven. 

Thbre  are  not  a  few,  perhaps,  who  may  objeaion 


xaattaBi, 

declenfion  of  Relieion;  but  who  at  the  faffle  «n<i'ha' 
timti  may  conceive  that  the  writer  of  this  prevail  cte 
tra^  is  diipofed  to  carry  things  too  far.   Thoy  ^id  not 
may  even  allegCi  that  the  degree  of  Religion   ^  *'"■ 
for  which  he  contends  is  inconfident  with 
the  ordinary  bulinefs  of  life,  and  with  the 
well-being  of  ibciiety ;  that  if  it  were  Knetalfy 
to  prevail,  people  would  be  whc^ly  engr<^)ed 

X*)  Whatishsreflatedmuft  bfi»:k{l(nfl«(lg«db]raU,be 
th^  pi^itical  opiiuops  conoerning  Prench  events  what  tticy 
mxf,  and  it  makes  no  diiTerence  in  the  writer's  view  of  the 
fubje£l,  whether  the  fbte  of  morils  was  or  was  not,  quite, 
or  nearly,  as  bad^t)erore  the  Freach  rcvdutioh. 

by  , 
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.en»r.   ty  Rdigion,  and  .all  ,?l>flir-«iSW(iOBB!BWl !» 

«J^  prayer  and  ipasphing.   .Me».,npt Jbejog**- 

-fisatly  iaUieOiti m  tbepdrfitit (rf it|i«|iwl 

objcSs,  .agriculture  and.  fvtemv^"  iifuM 

■     rdecliA;,  *h«  arts  we^ld  Mngijiffit  tlte  c*^ 

■duties  «f  .common  lifc  inxnuMibe  noglcSsili 

and,  in  ilru»r.t,--tbe  wholern^Nif^iAf  icivillb- 

xiety  vtxrnld  i>e  oMlrufied,  yajtd.fpfuffdy.flep- 

^ped.    An  'opeuiiig  for  this.  filjfHgf  ;B;JWi 

tj' .an.  ingenious  .writer  /^z^iaU^d^  to  ip  aa 

.early,  period  of  our  .work;  aod  i^.cvenfwpe- 

what  countenanced  by  an  ftutiior  .fipc?  «• 

ferred  to,  from  whom  iuch  a  lentiment  juflly 

*  .    jCxcites  ^nor.?:  furprife  ^^^..      ,   . 

^^fj*se  Ik  reply  to  ,tUis  -pbj6$tLoa  it  might  Ik 
-urged,  that  though  we  St^^  ^llow  it  .fer .' 
.  moment  to  be. in.  a  ceiifid.eir^§  dqgf^e  *'^' 

.&iinded,yM  thisifldmiflignffl()MWiiot»!aro«i 
..the:conciyJi9jvi«tenikd a?  be.dpa.wn  froniii- 
.Thcqusftioii.wjjuld  ftill  n(p}aie,i»;betlMr«'  , 
.  (^prcl'wtMiqn.pf  iwhat  Chriflivjity  r«q"S  j 

beBgreeable/tp.^^ie.word.of  God-?. .For, if '' 
lbe»i)ireiy.  ilytwl  .t>4  cott^fled  to  be.aJW" 

of  fmall  account  to  facrifice  a  little  v/oml 
-  comfort  anSprofperity,  during  the  Aort  (f" 

of  our  exiltertce  in  this  life,  in  order  to  fecn'= 

la)  SoAMj!  Jenyms.        f fi)  Palpx's  £viden«. 
a  crovra 
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a  crown  of  eternal  glory,  and  the  enjoyment  chap. 
of  thofe  pleafures  which  are  at.God's  right  ▼*• 
hand  for  evermore !  it  might  be  added  aJiS, 
that  our  blefled  Saviour  had  feirly  declared, 
that  it  would  often  be  required  of  Chriftiana 
-to  make  fuch[a  Sacrifice;  and  had  forewarned 
us,  that,  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  it  with 
cheerfulnefs  whenever  the  occaiion  fliould 
arrive,  we  muft  habitually  fit  loofe  to  all 
worldly  poflcflions  and  enjoyments.  And 
it  might  ferther  be  remarked,  that  though  it 
were  even  admitted,  that  the  general preva^ 
lence  of  vital  Chrtfiianily  ihould  fomewhat 
iuterfcre  with  the  views  of  national  wealth 
and  aggrandifement;  yet  that  there  is  too 
much  reafon  to  believe  that,  do  all  we  can, 
this  general  prevalence  needs  not  to  be  ap- 
prehended, or,  to  Ipcak  more  juftly,  could 
not  be  hoped  for.  But  indeed  the  objeftion 
on  which  we  have  now  been  commenting,  is 
not  only  grcuridlels,  but  the  very  contrary  to 
it  is  the  truth.  If  ChrilKanity,  fiich  as  we 
have  represented  it,  were  generally  to  prevail; 
the  world,  from  being  ftch  as  it  is,  would 
become  a  fcenc  of  general  peace  and  profjw- 
rity ;  and  abating  the  chances  and  calamities 
"  which  flefli  is  infeparably  heir  to,"  would 
wear  one  unwearied  face  of  complacency 
and  joy, 

D  d  On- 


L.dt,GoogIc 


bttlEP    tKQjriRY    INfO   TH2 

On  the  firft  promulgation  of  Chriftianity, 
it  is  true,  fome  of  her  early. converts  feem  to 
have  been  in  danger  of  fo  far  miflaking  the 
genius  of  the  new  Religion,  as  to  imagine 
that  in  future  they  were  to  be  difcharged 
from  an  a£i:ive  attendance  on  their  fecular 
affairs.  But  the  Apoftle  mbft  pointedly 
guarded  them  againfl  fo  grofs  an  error,  and 
exprefsly  and  repeatedly  enjoined  them  to 
perform  the  particular  duties  of  their  fcveral 
ftations  with  increafed  alacrity  and  fidelity, 
that  they  might  thereby  do  credit  to  their 
Chriftian  profeflion.  This  he  did,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  prefcribcd  to  them  that  predomi- 
nant love  of  God  and  of  Chrlft,  that  heavenly- 
■mindednefs,  that  comparative  indifference  to 
the  things  of  this  world,  that  earneft  endeavour 
after  growth  in  grace  and  perfedlion  in  holi- 
nefs,  which  have  already  been  ftated  as  the 
eflential  chara^leriftics  of  real  Chriftianity. 
It  cannot  therefore  be  fuppiofed  by  any  who 
allow  to  the  Apoftle  even  the  claim  of  acon- 
fiftent  inftruflor,  much  lefs  by  any  who  ad- 
mit his  Divine  authority,  that  thefc  latter 
precepts  are  incompatible  with  the  former- 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  grand  charac- 
teriftic  mark  of  the  true  Chriftian,  which  has 
been  infifted  on,  is  kis  defiring  to  pleafe  God 
in  all  his  thoughts  y  andwordsy  and  a€tions%  to 
take 
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taks  the  revealed  word  to  be  the  rule  of  hh  chap. 
belief  and  pra£isce  ;  to  "  let  his  light  jhine  v^- 
"  befQi:e  men  ;'*  and  in  all  things  to  adorn  the 
do£irine  •which  he  profejfes.  No  calling  is 
profcribed,  nopurfuit  is  forbidden,  no  fcience 
or  art,  no  pleaiiire  is  difallowed,  which  is  re- 
concilable with  this  principle.  It  muf^  in- 
deed be  confefled  that  Chriftianity  would  not 
favour  that  vehement  and  inordinate  ardour 
in  the  puriuit  of  temporal  obje6ts,  which  tends 
to  the  acquifition  of  immenle  wealth,  or  of 
widely  fpread  renown :  nor  is  it  calculated 
to  gratify  the  extravagant  views  of  thofe  mis- 
taken politicians,  the  chief  objedl  of  whoic 
admiration,  and  the  main  fcope  of  whofc 
endeavours  for  their  country,  are,  extended 
dominion,  and  commanding  power,  and  unri- 
valled affluence,  rather  than  thofe  more  folid 
advantages  of  peace,  and  comfort,  and  fccu- 
rity.  Thefe  men  would  barter  comfort  for  ' 
■greatncfs.  In  their  \'ain  reveries  they  forget 
.  that  a  nation  confifts  of  individuals,  and  that 
true  national  proiperity  is  no  other  than  the 
multiplication  of  particular  happlnefs. 

_  .  Good  ef. 

But  m  fact,  fo  far  is  it  from  bemg  true  that  *«^« '"  y* 

the  prevalence  of  real  Religion  wpuld  produce   "u™'."" 

a  ftagnation  in  life ;    that  a  man,  whatever   fc^m'uie 

might  be  his  employment  or  purfuit,  would  be  ^^^" 

D  d  a  furniflied  ^''"'»*»- 
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fumiihed  with  a  new  motive  to  profecute  it 
with  alacrity,  a  motive  for  more  conftant  and 
vigorous  than  any  human  proipefls  can  (iip- 
ply :  at  the  fame  time,  his  foUcitude  being  not 
{o  much  to  fucceed  in  whatever  he  might  be 
engaged  in,  as  to  ad  from  a  pure  principle 
and  leave  the  event  to  God ;  he  would  not 
foe  liable  to  the  fame  dilappointments,  as  men 
who  are  aflive  and  laborioxis  from  a  dcfirc 
of  worldly  gain  or  of  human  eftimation. 
Thus  he  would  poflcfe  the  true  fecret  of  a 
life  at  the  fame  time  uiefiil  and  happy. 
Following  peace  alio  with  all  men,  and  look- 
ing upon  them  as  members  of  the  fame,  fe- 
mUy,  entitled  not  only  to  the  debts  ofjuftice, 
but  to  the  lefs  definite  and  more  Uber:d  claims 
of  fraternal  kindneis ;  he  would  naturally  be 
relpefted  and  beloved  by  others,  and  be  in 
himlelf  free  from  the  annoyance  of  thole  bad 
pafljons,  by  which  they  who  are  afhiated  by 
worldly  principles  are  &  commonly  corroded. 
If  any  country  were  in<feed  filled  with  men, 
each  thus  diligently  difchargmg  the  duties  of 
his  own  ftation  without  breaking  in  upon  the 
rights  of  others,  but  on  the  contrary  endea- 
vouring, fb  far  as  he  might  be  able,  to  forward 
their  views  and  promote  their  happinels; 
all  would  be  a^ve  and  harmonious  in  the 
goodly  frame  of  human  fociety.  There 
8  would 
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would  be  no  jarrings,  no  difcord.    The  whole    chap. 
machine  of  civil  life  would  work  without      vi. 
obftru^ion  or  difbrder,  and  the  cmirfe  of  its  *— v— ' 
movements  would  be  like  the  harmony  of 
the  ^heres. 

-  Such  would  be  the  happy  ftate  of  a  truly 
Chriftian  nation  within  itlelf.  Nor  would 
its  condition  with  regard  to  foreign  coun- 
tries foi'm  a  contrail  to  this  its  internal  com* 
fort.  Such  a  community,  on  the  contrary, 
peaceful  at  home,  would  be  reipe£led  and 
beloved  abroad.  General  integrity  in  all 
its  dealings  would  infpire  univerial  con- 
fidence :  diiferences  between  nations  com- 
monly arife  from  mutual  injuries,  and  ftill 
more  from  mutual  jealoufy  and  diftruft.  Of 
the  former  there  would  be  no  longer  any 
ground  for  complaint ;  the  latter  would  find 
nothing  to  attach  upon.  But  if,  in  Ipite  of 
all  its  juftice  and  forbearance,  the  violence 
of  fome  neighbouring  ftate  Ihould  force  it 
to  refift  an  unprovoked  attack,  (for  hoftilitics 
ftri6Uy  defenfive  are  thofe  only  in  which  it 
would  be  engaged)  its  domeftic  union  would 
double  its  national  force ;  while  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  a  good  caufe,  and  of  the  general 
fovour  of  Heaven,  would  invigorate  its  arm, 
and  inipirit  its  efibrts. 

Dd  3  It 
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CHAP.        It  is  indt^'J  the  pofition  of  an  author, . 
vr.       to  whdin  we  have  had  frequent  occafion  to 
if'  '1^  ^  refer,  and  whofe  love  of  paradox  has  not  lel- 
thMCh'if.   (Jom  led  him  into  error,  that  true  Chrif- 
hoikiijto      tianity  is  an  enemy  to  patriotifm.     If  by 
oppofcd. '    patriotifm  is   meant   that  mifchievous    and 
domineering  quality,  which  renders  men  ar- 
dent to  promote,  not  the  happinefs,  but  the 
aggrandlfement  of  their  own  countfy,  by  the 
oppreflion  and  conqueft  of  every  other ;  to 
fuch  patriotiirn,  fo  generally   applauded  ia 
the    Heathen   world,    that    Religion    muft 
be  indeed  an  enemy,  whofe  foundation  is 
juftice,  and  whofe  compendious  charai5l:er  is 
**  peace,— and  good  will  towards  men."  But 
if  by  patriotifjn    be  underftood    that  qua- 
lity which,  without  fhutting  up  our  philan- 
thropy within  the  narrow  bounds  of  a  fingle 
kingdom,  yet  attaches. us  in  particular  to  the 
country  to  which  we  belong  ;  of  this  true 
patriotifm,  Chriftianity  is  the  moft  copious 
Iburce,   and  the   furcft  '  prefervative.      The 
contrary  opinion  can  indeed  only  have  arifeu 
from  not  confidcring  the  fulnefs  and  univer- 
fality  of  our  Saviour's  precepts.     Not  like 
the  puny  produdions  of  human  workman- 
ihlp,  which  at  the  befl  can  commonly  ferve 
but    the   particular  purpofe    that    they    arc 
ipccially  dcfigncd  to  aniwer ;  the  moral,  as 
well 
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veil  as  the  phyfical,  principles  of  the  great  < 
Author  of  all  things  are  capable  of  being 
applied  at  once  to  ten  thoufaad  different 
ufes ;  thus,  amidfl:  infinite  complication,  prc- 
fcrving  a  grand  fimpUcity,  and  therein  bear- 
ing thq  unambiguous  ftamp  of  their  Divine 
Original.  Thus,  to  (i>ecify  one  out  of  the 
numberlefs  inftances  which  might  be  ad- 
duced ;  the  principle  of  gravitation,  while 
it  is  fubfervient  to  all  the  mechanical  pur- 
pofes  of  common  life,  keeps  at  the  fame  time 
the  ftars  in  their  courfes,  and  fuftains  the 
harmony  of  worlds. 

Thus  alfo  in  the  cale  before  us:  fbciety 
confifts  of  a  number  of  different  circles 
of  various  magnitudes  and  ufes  ;  and  that  cir- 
cumftance,  wherein  the  principle  of  patriotlfm 
chiefly  confifts,  whereby  the  duty  of  patriotifm 
is  befl:  pradlifed,  and  the  happieft  effects  to 
the  general  weal  produced,  is,  that  it  fhould 
be  the  defire  and  aim  of  every  individual  to 
fill  well  his  own  proper  circle,  as  a  part  and 
member  of  the  whole,  with  a  view  to  the 
produflion  of  general  happinefs.  This  our 
Saviour  enjoined  when  he  prefcrihed  the  duty 
of  univerfal  love,  which  is  but  another  term 
for  the  moft  exalted  patriotifm.  Benevolence, 
indeed,  when  not  originating  from  Religion, 
D  d  4  di^enfes 
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CHAP,  diipenfes  but  from  a  fcanty  and  precarious 
^'-  fiind^  and  therefore,  if  it  be  libn^  in  the 
^  cafe  of  fome  objedb,  it  is  generally  found  to 
be  contradled  towards  others.  Men  who, 
a£Ung  from  worldly  principles,  make  the 
greateft  ftir  about  general  philanthropy  or 
zealous  patriotifm,  are  often  very  deficient 
in  their  condu6t  in  domeftic  life ;  and  veiy 
negleftful  of  the  opportunities,  fully  within 
their  reach,  of  promoting  the  comfort  of 
thofe  with  whom  they  are  immediately  con- 
nefted.  But  true  ChriAian  benevolence  is 
always  occupied  in  producing  happinefs  to  the 
utmoft  of  its  power,  and  according  to  the 
extent  of  its  iphere,  be  it  larger  or  more 
limited;  it  contrafts  itfcif  to  the  meaiure 
of  the  fmallell ;  it  can  expand  itfcif  to  the 
amplitude  of  the  largcft.  It  refembles  ma- 
jeftic  rivers,  which  aie  poured  from  an  tmfail- 
ing  and  abundant  fource.  Silent  and  peace- 
fur  in  their  outfet,  they  begin  with  diipenfing 
beauty  and  comfort  to  every  cottage  by  which 
they  pafs.  In  their  further  progrefs  they  • 
fertilize  provinces  and  enrich  kingdoms.  At 
length  they  pour  themfelves  into  the  ocean ; 
where,  changing  their  names  but  not  their 
nature,  they  vifit  diftant  nations  and  other 
hemiipheres,  and  ipread  throughout  the  world 
the  expanfive  tide  of  their  beneficence. 

It 
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It  muft  be  confcfled,  that  many  of  the  good    chap. 
cSe&s,  of  which  Religion  is  produ£tive  to      *'• 
politioU  ibcicties,  would  be  produced  even   *-^^*' 
by  a  ht\&  Religion,  which  (hould  prefcribe 
good  morals,  and  fhould  be  able  to  enforce 
its  precepts  by  fiifficient  fanfiJoiis.     Of  this 
nature  are  thofe  effefls,  which  depend  on 
our  calling  in  the  ^d  of  a  Being  who  fees 
the  heart,  in  order  to  afliA  the  weakness,  and 
in  various  ways  to  fupply  the  inherent  de- 
fcfis  of  all  human  juriiprudence.     But  the 
fuperior  excellence   of  Chriftianity  in  this 
relied  muft  be  acknowledged,  both  in  the 
fuperi*rity  of  her  moral  code,  and  in  the 
powerful  motives  and  efficacious  means  which        ' 
ihe  furnilhes  for  enabling  us  to  pra£life  it ; 
and  in  the  tendency  of  her  doctrines  to  pro- 
vide for  the  oblervance  of  her  precepts,  by 
producing  tempers  of  mind  which  cdrrefpond 
with  them. 

But,  more  than  all  this ;  it  has  not  per- 
haps  been  enough  remarked,  that  trueCbriA 
tianity,  from  her  eflfential  nature,  appears 
peculiarly  and  powerfully  adapted  to  promote 
the  prefervation  and  healthfulnefs  of  political 
communities.  What  is  in  truth  their  grand 
malady  ?  The  anfWer  is  fhort ;  Selfifluiefi. 
This  is  that  young  diicafe  received  at  the 
moment 
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moment  of  their  birth,  "  which  grows  with 
**  their  growth,  and  ftrengthens  with  their 
**  ftrength ;"  and  through  which  they  at 
length  expire,  if  not  cut  off  prematurely  by 
ibme  external  Ihock  or  inteftine  convulfion. 

The  difeafe  of  felfifhnefs,  indeed,  a0umes 
different  forms  in  the  different  clafles  of  foci- 
ety.  In  the  great  and  the  wealthy,  it  displays 
itfelf  in  luxury,  in  pomp  and  parade ;  and 
in  all  the  frivolities  of  a  fickly  and  depraved 
imagination,  which  feeks  in  vaia  its  own 
gratification,  and  is  dead  to  the  generous 
and  energetic  purfuits  of  an  enlarged  heart. 
In  the  lower  orders,  when  not  motionlels 
under  the  weight  of  a  fuperincumbent  dc- 
ipotifm,  it  manifefls  itfelf  in  pride,  and  its 
natural  offspring,  infubordination  in  all  its 
modes.  But  though  the  external  efFe£ls  may 
vary,  the  internal  principle  is  the  fame  ;  a 
difpofition  in  each  individual  to  make  felf  the 
grand  center  and  end  of  his  defires  and  enjoy- 
ments ;  to  over-rate  his  own  merits  and 
importance,  and  of  courfe  to  magnify  his 
claims  on  others,  and  in  return  to  under-rate 
their's  on  him ;  a  difpofition  to  under-valuc 
the  advantages,  and  over-ftate  the  difadvan- 
tages,  of  his  condition  in  life.  Thence  ipring 
rapacity  and  venality,  and  fcnfuality.  Thence 
imperious 
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imperious  nobles,  and  feftious  leaders ;   and    chap. 
ail  unruly  commonalty,  bearing  with  diffi-       vi. 
cuky  the  inconveniences  of  a  lower  ftation,  ^^^•"""^ 
and  imputing  to  the  nature  or  adminiflration 
of  their   government  the  evils  which  necef- 
ferily  flow  from  the  very  conftitution  of  our 
ipecies,  or  which  perhaps  are  chiefly  the  re- 
fult  of  their  own  vices  and  follies.     The  op- 
polite  to  felfiflinefs  is  public  fpirit ;   which 
may  be  termed,  not  unjuftly,  the  grand  prin- 
ciple of  political  vitality,  the  very  life^i  breath 
of  ftates,  which  tends  to  keep  them  aQive 
and  vigorous,  and  td  carry  them  to  grcatnels 
and  glory. 

Ths  tendency  of  public  fplrlt,  and  the  op- 
pofite  tendency  of  fclfilhnefs,  have  not  eicaped 
the  obfervatiou  of  the  founders  of  ftates,  or 
of  the  writers  on  government;  and  various 
expedients  have  been  reforted  to  and  extolled, 
for  cheriftiing  the  one,  and  for  reprefling  the 
other.  Sometimes  a  princi|Je  of  mternal 
agitation  and  difTenfion,  refulting  from  the 
very  frame  of  the  government,  has  been  pro- 
duftive  of  the  efFed.  Sparta  flouriflied  for 
more  than  feven  hundred  years  under  the 
civil  inftitutions  of  Lycurgus  ;  which  guarded 
againft  the  felfifh  principle,  by  prohibiting 
commerce,  and  imjwling  univerial   poverty 

and 
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and  hardship.  The  Roman  commonwealth, 
in  which  puhlic  Ipirk  was  cheriAied,  and 
felfifluieis  checked,  by  the  principle  of  the 
love  of  glory,  was  alio  of  long  continuance. 
This  pafllon  naturally  operates  to  produce 
an  unbounded  ipirit  of  conqucft,  which,  like 
the  ambition  of  the  greateftof  its  own  heroes, 
was  never  iattated  while  any  other  kingdom 
was  left  it  to  fubduc.  The  principle  of  po- 
litical vitality,  when  kept  alive  only  by  means 
like  thefe,  merits  the  defcription  once  given 
of  eloquence  :  **  Sicut  flamma,  materia  alitur, 
**  £c  motibus  excitatur,  &  urendo  clarefcit.** 
But  like  eloquence,  when  no  longer  called . 
into  aSion  by  external  caufes,  or  fomented 
by  civil  broils,  it  gradually  languishes.  Wealth 
and  luxury  produce  {^agnation,  and  f^gna- 
tion  terminates  in  death. 

To  provide,  however,  for  the  continuance 
of  a  ftate,  by  the  admillion  of  internal  diilen- 
fions,  or  even  by  the  chilling  influence  of 
poverty,  leems  to  be  in  ibme  fort  facrificing 
the  end  to  the  means.  Happinefs  is  the 
end  for  which  men  unite  in  civil  fociety ; 
but  in  focieties  thus  conflituted,  little  happi- 
ne£),  comparatively  i!peaking,  is  to  be  found. 
The  expedient,  again,  of  prcierving  a  ilate 
by  the  Ipirit  of  conqueiV,  though  even  this 

has 
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has  not  wanted  its  admirers  (a),  is  not  to  chap. 
be  tolerated  for  a  moment,  when  conlidered  ^'* 
on  principles  of  univerial  jufUce.  Such  a 
ftate  lives,  and  grows,  and  thrives,  by  the 
mifery  of  others,  and  becomes  profefledly 
the  general  enemy  of  its  neighbours,  and  the 
icourge  of  the  human  race.  All  thefe  de- 
vices  are  in  truth  but  too  much  like  the  fa* 
brications  of  man,  when  compared  with  the 
works  of  the  Supreme  Being;  clumfy,  yet 
weak  in  the  execution  of  their  purpofe,  and 
full  of  ccmtradiflory  principles  and  jarring 
movements. 

I  MIGHT  here  enlarge  with  pleafure  on  the 
unrivalled  excellence,  in  this  very  view,  of 
the  conftitutipn  under  which  we  live  in  this 
happy  country ;  and  point  out  how,  more 
perhaps  than  any  which  ever  exiiled  upon 
earth,  it  is  fo  framed,  as  to  provide  at  the 
&me  time  for  keepit^  up  a  due  degree  of 
public  fpirit,  and  yet  for  prefcrving  unim- 
paired the  quietnefs,  and  comfort,  and  cha- 
rities of  private  life ;  how  it  even  extrafts 
from  felfiihnefs  itfclf  many  of  the  advantages 

(a)  See  e^iallydut  great  hiftorian,  Fkrcuiok,  who, 
in  1^  EflJLj  on  Civil  Society,  endeavours  to  vindicate  the 
caafe  (tf  heroifin  from  the  cenTure  conveyed  by  the  poet : 
»  Frcm  Macedonia's  madman  to  the  Swede." 

which. 
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which,  under  !cfs  happily  conftru6i'ed  forms 
of  government,  public  fpirit  only  can  fupply. 
But  fuch  a  political  dilcuflion,  however  grate- 
ful to  a  Britifh  mind,  would  here  be  out  of 
place.  It  is  rather  our  bufinefs  to  remark, 
how  much  Chriftianity  in  every  way  fets  her- 
felf  in  direft  hoftility  to  fetfifhnefs,  the  mor- 
tal diflemper  of  political  communities  ;  and 
conftquently,  how  their  welfare  muft  be  in- 
feparablc  from  her  prevalence.  It  might,  in- 
deed be  almoft  flated  as  the  main  objei^  and 
dhief  concern  of  Chriftianity,  to  root  out 
our  nataral  ielfifluiefs,  and  to  refiify  the 
fidfe  ftandard  which  it  impofes  on  us  ;  with 
views,  however,'  far  higher  than  any  which 
concern  merely  our  temporal  and  focial  well- 
heing ;  to  bring  us  to  a  juft  eftimate  of  our- 
felves,  and  of  all  around  us,  and  to  a  due  im- 
preflion  of  the  various  claims  and  obligations 
rcfulting  from  the  different  relations  in  which 
we  ftand.  Benevolence,  enlarged,  vigorous, 
operative  benevolence,  is  her-  mafter  prin- 
ciple. Moderation  in  temporal  purfuits  and 
enjoyments,  comparative  indifference  to  the 
iflue  of  worldly  proje£ls,  diligence  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  perfonal  and  civil  duties,  refigna- 
tion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  patience  under 
all  the  dilpeiiiations  of  his  Providence,  aj-e  • 
among  her  daily  leffons.    .Humility  is  one  of 

thic 


by  Google 


MtSEHr  STATE  0?  CHRISTfANltV.  4tJ 

the  eflential  qualities,  which  her  precepts  moft  chap. 
dire(5Hy  and  ftrongly  enjoin,  and  which  all  ^l^L. 
her  various  doctrines  tend  to  call  forth  and 
cultivate  ;  and  humility  lays  the  deepeft  and 
fureft  grounds  for  benevolence.  In  whatever 
clafs  or  order  of  fociety  Chriftianity  prevails, 
ihe  fets  herfelf  to  rectify  the  particular  faults, 
or,  if  we  would  fpeak  more  dlftinftly,  to 
<:ountei-a6l  the  particular  mode  of  felfiihneis, 
to  which  that  clafs  is  liable.  Affluence  flic 
teaches  to  be  liberal  and  beneficent ;  autho- 
rity, to  bear  its  faculties  with  meeknefs,  and 
to  confider  the  various  cares  and  obligations 
belonging  to  its  elevated  ftation  as  being 
conditions  on  which  that  ftationis  conferred. 
Thus,  foftening  the  glare  of  wealth,  and  mo- 
derating the  inlbleuce  of  poWer,  (he  renders 
the  inequalities  of  the  focial  ftatc  lefs  galling 
to  the  lower  orders,  whom  alio  fhe  inftruils,  in. 
their  turn,  to  be  diligent,  humble,  patient : 
reminding  them  that  their  more  lowly  path 
has  been  allotted  to  them  by  the  hand  of  God ; 
that  it  is  their  part  faithfully  to  difcharge  its 
duties,  and  contentedly  to  bear  its  inconve- 
niences ;  that  the  prelent  ftate  of  things  is 
very  Ihort;  that  the  objefls,  about  which 
worldly  men  conflift  fo  eagerly,  are  not  worth  . 
the  conteft ;  that  the  peace  of  mind,  which 
Religion  offers  to  all  ranks  indilcriminately, 
affords 


by  Google 


4i6  BKiir  iHQjiiRy  into  the 

CHAP,  a^rds  more  true  fatis&fllon  than  all  the  ex- 
"•  penfive  pleafures  which  are  beyond  the  poor 
man's  reach;  that  in  this  view,  however, 
the  poor  have  the  advantage,  and  that  if  their 
ibperiors  enjoy  more  abundaat  comforts,  thej 
are  attb  expoied  to  many  temptations  from 
which  the  inferior  claHes  are  happily  ex- 
empted ;  that  **  having,  food  and  raiment, 
•*  they  fliould  be  therewith  content,"  for  that 
their  fituatioa  in  life,  with  all  its  evils,  is  bet- 
ter than  they  have  delerved  at  the  hand  of 
God ;  finally,  that  all  human  diftinfHons  will 
loon  be  done  away,  and  the  true  followers  of 
Chrifl  will  all,  as  children  of  the  fame  Fa> 
ther,  be  alike  admittedto  the  poflenion  of  the 
iame  heavenly  inheriUnce.  Such  are  the 
bleffed  effects  of  Cbriftianity  on  the  temporal 
well-being  of  poUtical  communities. 

»o(»ii»i         But  the  Chriftianity  which  can  produce 

ty  alone     efFe£ls  like  thefe  muft  be  real,   not  nomioal, 

duMtbde    deep,  not  fuperficial.     Such  then  is  the  Reli- 

wdfftiii     g^°"  w^  fliould  cultivate,  if  we  would  realize 

SlSfnS«r  ^^^^^  P^^^^S   Speculations,  and   arreft  the 

hivt  thi*.    progrefs  of  political  decay.     But  in  the  pce- 

•u.  lent   circumllances  of  this  country,  it  is  a 

farther  reafbn  for  endeavouring   to  cultivate 

this  vital  ChriiUanity,   ftill  a)nfidering  its  ef- 

fefts  merely  in  a  political  view,  tl^,  ac- 

cordiog 
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oording  to  all  human  appearance,  we  muft   chap. 
either  have  this  or  none :  unlels  the  preva-      vi. 
lence  of  thU  be  in  Ibme  degree  reftwed,  we  '-"•  '^ 
are  likely,  not  only  to  lofe  all  the  advantages 
which  wc    might  have  derived  irom  true 
Chriftianity,  but  to  incur  all  the  manifold 
evils  which  would  refult  ^m  the  aUenc^  of 
a^  rel^on. 

Ik  the  firft  place,  let  it  be  remarked,  that 
a  weakly  principle  of  Religion,  (and  cvea 
fuch  an  one.  In  a  political  view,  is  produSive 
of  ntany  advantages,)  though .  its  exiftenco 
may  be  prolonged  if  all  external  circum- 
flances  favour  its  continuance,  can  hardly  be 
kept  alive,  when  the  ftate  of  things  is  fo  un- 
favourable  to  vital  Religion,  as  it  muft  be 
confefled  to  foe  in  our  condition  of  focie^. 
Nor  is  it  merely  the  ordinary  cSc£is  of  a  ftatc 
of  wealth  and  prolperi^  to  Which  we  ber#^ 
allude.  Much  alfb  may  jufily  be  appre- 
hended, from  that  changb  which  has  takea 
place  in  our  general  habits  of  thinking  and 
feeling,  concerning  the  CyHtms  and  opinions 
of  former  times.  At  a  leis  advanced  period 
of  fociety,  indeed,  the  Religion  of  the  ftate 
will  be  generally  accepted,  though  it  be  not. 
felt  in  its  vital  power.  It  was^e  Religioa 
of  our  forefathers  :  with  tbe  bofic  it  is  oa 
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CHAP,  that  account  entitled  to  reverence;  and  its 
vT,      authority  is  admitted  without  queftion.     Tfee 

*'■*''**'*'  eftahlifhcnent  in  which  it  liibtifls  pleads  -the 
iame  prefcription,  and  obtaius-thc  (ame  re- 
^£t.  But  in  our  days,  things  are  veiy  dif- 
ferently circumftanced:"  Not  merely  thekUnti 
prejudice  in  iavour  of  ifwmer  times,  but  ev^n 
the  proper  refpefl  for  them,  and  the  |-ealbn* 
able  prelumption  in  their  favour,  has  abated. 
Still  lefs  will  the  idea  be  endured,  of  any 
fyftem  being  kept  up,  when  the  i'mpofture  is 
,feen  through  by  the  higher  orders,  for  the 
fake  of  retaining  the  common  people  in  lub- 
jeflion.  A  lyftem,  if  not  fiipported  by  a  Teal 
perfiialion  of  its  truth,  will  fall  to  the  ground. 
Thus  it  not  unfrequently  happens,  that  in  a 
fnore  advanqed  ftate  of  fociety,  a  religious 
eftablifhment  muft  be  indebted  for  its  fu^pcnt 
to  that  veiy  Religion,  which  in  earlier  times 
k  foflered  and  protected  ;  as  the.  weaknefs  of 
6x09  >ged  mother  is  lufbined,  and  her  ex- 
igence len3thened,  by  the  tender  aHiduities 
"  «f  the  child  wh<»n  ihe  had  reared  in  the  help- 
lefTneis  of  infancy.  So  in  the  preient  iniHnce, 
iinle&  tlure  be  reinfu£d  inta  the  mais  of  our 
fociety,  fomething  of  that  .princi|Je,  which 
itnimated  bur  eccle&Uhcal  fyftem  in  its  earlier 
days,  it  is  vam  for  us  to  he^e  that  the  eiht- 
bliflimeat-  will  very  U»ig  continue:  fac  .the 
-        8  ,  1  anoinaly 
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anomaly  will  not  much  longer  be  borne,   of  cbap.'' 
an  eftablifhnient,  the  aRual  principles  of  the      yi. 
bulk  of  whofe  members,  and  even  teachers,  '^"^**' 
afe  io  extremely  difFerent  frcm  thofe  which 
it  pr'ofeffes.  But  in  proportioii  aa  vital  Chril^ 
tianity  can  be  revived,  in  that  fame  propof- 
tion  the  church  eftabliftment  is  ftrehgthened  -; 
for  the  revival  of  vital  Chriftianity  ia  the"^ 
very  retnfulion  of  which  we  have  becnfpeak-- 
ing.    This  is  the  very  Chriflianity  on  whick' 
our  cftabliihment  is  founded ;  and  that  which' 
her  Articles,  and   Homilies,   and  Liturgy, 
teach  throughout. 

I 
•But  if,  when-  the  reign  of  [»-ejudice,  and 
even  of  honeft  prepoffeflion,  and  of  grateful 
veneration,  is  no  more  (for  by  thefc  almoft 
any  fyftem  may  generally  be  fupported,  be- 
fore a  ftatc,  having  paffed  the  period  of  its 
maturity,  is  verging  to  its  decline)  ;  if  tfaera 
are  any  who  think  that  a  dry,  unanimatedi 
Religion,  lUie  that  which  is  now  prof^ed 
by  nominal  Chriftians,  can  hold  its  place ; 
much  more,  that  it  can  be  revived  among 
the  general  mafi  (^  mankind,,  it  may  -be  af-' 
^^rmed,  that,  arguing  merely  dif  human  pnn-' 
ciple*,  they  know  Uttle  of  human  natuMl 
The  kind  of  Religion  which  wc  have  recdUfcJ 
feended,  whatever  opimon-may  be-«htgr- 
£»  a  tained 
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CHAP,  tained  cohCerhing  its  truth,  and  to  &y  no- 
^^\  thing  of  the  agency  of  Divine  Grace,  muft 
at  leaft  be  conceded  to  be  the  only  one  which 
18  at  all  ill  {iiited  to  make  impreilion  upon  the 
lower  orders,  by  ilrongly  interefting  the  paf^ 
iions  of  the  human  mind.  If  it  be  thought 
that  a  fyftem  of  ethics  may  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  the  higher  clafles ;  Hich  an  one  is  al- 
together unfuitable  to  the  lower,  whq  muft 
be  worked  upon  by  their  afTefiions,  or  they 
will  not  be  worked  upon  at  all.  The  ancients 
were  wiler  than  ourfelves,  and  never  thought 
of  governing  the  community  in  general  by 
their  Icflbns  of  philofophy.  Thefe  leflbns 
were  con6ned  to  the  fchools  of  the  learned ; 
while  for  the  million,  a  fyftem  of  Religion, 
fiich  as  it  was,  was  kept  up,  as  alone  adaj>ted 

Appeal  to  to  their  erolTer  natures.  If  this  reafonine  fail 
to  convmce,  we  may  lafely  appeal  to  expe- 
rience. Let  the  Socinian  and  the  moral 
teacher  of  Chriftianity  come  forth,  and  tell 
ts  what  effe^s  t/iey  have  produced  on  the 
lower -ordert.  They  theralilves  will  hardly 
deny  the  ineffic^  of  their  inftruflions.  But, 
tlefled  be  God,  the  Religion,  which  we  re- 
commend, hB4  p^oVe^d  its  correspondence  with 
the  character  originally  ^Ivcn  of  Chrirtianity, 
tbatitwas  calculated.fpr.  the  poor;  by  chang- 
ing the  whol^.fondition-of  the  mafs  of  fo- 
ciety 
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cietyin  many  of  the  moft  populous  diftrifls   chap, 
in  this  and  other  countries  ;  and  by  bringing      ri. 
them  from  being  fcenes  of  almoft  unexampled  *— ■<'— ^ 
wickednefs  and  barbarifm,  to  be  emingnfibr 
ibbricty,  decency,  induftry,  and,  in  ftiort,  for 
whatever  can  render  men  ufcfiil  members  of 
civil  fociety, 

If  indeed,  through  the  bleffing  of  Provi-  i*»'w«d 
dence,  a  principle  of  true  Religion  ihoujd  in  fea»frwn 
any  confiderable  degree  gain  ground,  there  is  of"^'*' 
no  eftimating  the  efFefls  on  public  morals,-  SS'ii 
and  the  conlequent  influence  on  our  political  ^a^btm 
welfare.     Thefe  effefts  are  not  merely  nega-  dfcUat. 
tive :  though  it  would  be  much,  merely  to 
chec^  the  farther  progrefs  of  a  gangrene, 
which  is  eating  out  the  very  vital  principles 
of  our  fbcial  and  political  exigence,     TIte 
general  Handard  of  morality  formcHy   de>' 
icriled  would  be  railed,  it  would  at  le^d  be 
iiiAained  and  kept  for  a  while  6'om  f^rth^r 
depreffion.    The  e^eem  which  religious  char- 
rafters  would  perfbnally  attrad,  wquld  exxeni^ 
to  the  fyilem  whi<^  they  ihould  hold*  and  to 
the  eflablifhment  of  which  they  ihould  be 
members,  Thefe  are  all  merely  natural  con-. 
Sequences,    But  to  thofe  who  believe  i^  a  fu* 
perintending  Providence,  it  may  ]3€  added, 
tiiat  the  blei£n^  of  God  might  ]^  dc^wn  down 
E  e  3  upon 
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p  H  A  p,   upon  our  country,  and  the  ftroke  of  his  angef 
VI.       be  for  a  while  lu{pendcd, 

- .  i,ET  us  be  ipai'ed  the  painful  taik  of  tra"!:- 
ing,  on  the  contrary,  the  fata}  confequences 
of  the  extinflion  of  Religion  among  us. 
They  arc  indeed  fuch  as  no  man,  who  is  ever 
fo  little  iiiterefted  for  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try, can  contemplate  without  the  deepeft 
concern.  The  very  lols  of  our  diurch  eftab- 
li(hment,  though,  as  in  all  human  inil^itu- 
tions,  fbme  defe£ls  may  be  found  in  it,  would 
in  itfeif  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  con- 
jequences.  No  prudent  man  dares  haftily 
pronounce  how  far  its  deftruflion  might-  not 
greatly  endanger  our  civil  inftitutions*  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  prove,  that  the  want 
oi  it  would  alfo  be  in  the  higheft  degree  in- 
jurious to  the  caufe  of  Chriilianity  ;  and  ftill 
more,  that  it  would  take  away  what  appears 
from  experience  to  be  one  of  the  moft  pro- 
bable means  of  its  revival.  To  what  a  de- 
gree might  even  the'  avowed  principles  of 
jnen,  not  altogether  without  Religion,  de- 
cline, when  our  ineftimable  Liturgy-  fliould 
lie  longer  remain  in  ufc !  a  Liturgy  juftly 
iheftimabte,  wliich  continually  fets  before  us 
a  faithful -niodcl  ot'the  Chriftian's  belief,  and 
pra6iice,  andlangu.ige;  -rcftraining  up,  as  far 
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as  -  reftraliit  is  poITihle,  fiom  exceflive  de\-ia-  c 
tions ;  furniihuig  us  with  abundant  inflruc- 
tion  whea  we  would  return  into  the  right  ^ 
path ;  affording  an  advantage-ground  ef  no 
little  value,  to  iuch  inftrudors  as  ftill  adhere 
to  the  good  old  principles  of  the  Church  of 
England  ;  in  fhort,  daily  Oiaming  usj  by  pre- 
ferving  a  living  reprefentation  of  the  opinions 
and  habits  of  better  times,  as  Ibme  hii^orical 
record,  which  reproaches  a  degenerate  pofle- 
rity,  by  exhibiting  the  worthier  deeds  of  their 
f^ogeaitoirs.  In  Iuch  a  (late  of  things,  to  wb^ 
p.  depth  public  morals  might  link,  may  be  an- 
ticipated by  thofe  who  conlider  what  would 
.then  be  the  condition  of  Society ;  who  refle^ 
iiow  bad  principles,  and  vicious  s»>ndui^  mu- 
tually aid  each  pcher's  operatioii,  and  how,  in 
particular,  the  ferm^  make  fu^  the  ground 
whic^  the  latter  may  have  gained ;  who  r»- 
,piember,  that  in  the  lower  orders,  the  lyflei^ 
a£  honour,  and  the  reiponHbility  of  chara£ler, 
are  w^ting,  which  in  the  fuperior  clalfes,  in 
fome  poor  degree,  iiipply  the  place  of  higher 
principles.  It  is  well  for  the  .  happinefs  of 
mankind,  that  iuch  a  community  could  not 
Jong  iubfift.  The  cement  of  fociely  being 
po  more,  the  ftate  would  foon  be  diflblved 
into  individuality.  .  . 

Ee  4  ■        '  Let  v 
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,  ■  Let  it  not  be  vainly  imagined,  that  oui- 
ftate  of  civilization  muft  prevent  the  moral 
degeneracy  here  threatened.  A  neighbour- 
ing nation  has  lately  fiimifhed  a  lamcntabk 
proof,  that  fuperior  polilh  and  refinement 
may  well  confill  with  a  very  large  meafiire  of 
depravity.  But  to  appeal  to  a  ftill  more  de, 
cifive  inftance :  it  may  be  fcen  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  latter  years  of  the  moft  celebrated  of 
the  Pagan  nations,  thatthe  higheft  degrees  of 
civilization  and  refinement  are  by  no  means 
infeparable  from  the  moft  fliocking  depravity 
of  morals.  The  fi&k  certain,  and  the  ob- 
vious inference  with  regard  to  ourfelves  can- 
not  be  denied.  The  caufe  of  this  ftrange 
phsnomenon,  (fiich  it  really  appears  to  our 
view)  for  which  the  natural  corruption  of  man 
might  hardly  feem  to  account  fufficiently, 
has  been  explained  by  an  infpired  writer. 
Speaking  of  the  moft  poliflied  nations  of  an- 
tiquity, he  obfervesj  "  Becaufft  when  they 
"  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God, 
"  and  *ere  jxufilicium  (a)  to  retain  him  in 
"  their  knowledge,  he  gave  them  over  to  a 
«  reprobate  mind."  Let  us  then  beware,  and 
take  warning  from  their  example  ;  let  us  not 

(«)  Such  femi  to  bt  the  juil  renJerrng  of  ibe  wonl 
vUcboarTcOamoittranllalcs,  «  did  not  like  to  imin  God 
f  in  dieir  kiiowJedgc." 

fufier 

BiqilizDdbyGoOgIC 


PRESWT  STATI  Of  CHI.19TIA1IITT.  4S5 

fiiffer  OUT  fcif  love  to  beguile  us:  let  us  not   chap. 
vainly  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  although  pro-       ■'^'• 
fperity  and  wealth  may  have  caufed  us  to  relax 
a  little  too  much,  in  thofe  more  ferious  duties 
which  regard  our  Maker,  yet  that  we  ihall 
ilop  where  we  are ;  or,  at  leaft,  that  we  can 
never  fink  into  the  fame  ftate  of  moral  depra- 
vation.    t}oubtlefs  we  Ihould  link  as  low,  if 
God  were  to  give  us  up  alio  to  our  own  ima- 
ginations.   And  what  ground  have  we  to 
think  he  will  not  ?  If  we  would  reafon  julllyy 
we  ihould  not  compare  ourfelves  with  the 
fiate  of  the  Heathen  world  when  at  its  worft; 
but  with  its  flate  at  that  period,  when,  fot 
its  forgetfuhiefs  of  God,  and  its  ingratitude 
towards  him,  it  was  fuifered  to  hH,  till  at 
length  it  reached  that  worft,  its  ultimate  point 
of  depreflion.     The  Heathens  had  only  rea- 
ibn  and  natural  confcieiice  to  direS  them : 
vc  enjoy,  fuperaddcd  to  thefe,  the  dear  light 
of  Gofpel  revelation,  and  a  diftin£l  declara- 
tion of  God's  dealings  with  ^em,  to  be  a  lef- 
jbn  for  our  inftru^lion.     How  then  can  we 
bttt  believe  that  if  we,  enjoying  advantages  fo 
much  fuperior  to  their's,  are  alike  forgetful  of 
our  kind  Benefa£lor,  we  alfo  fhall  be  left  to 
qurfelves  ?  and  if  ib  left,  what  reafbn  can  be 
alligncd  why  we  Ouiuld  uot  fell  into  the  fame 
^onmties  i 

WHAt 
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.«HArv       What  then  is  to  be'  done  ?  Th^  inquiryiJ 

VI4      of  the  firA  importance,  and  the  general  an- 

^^^   fwer  to  it  is  not  difficult. — The  caufes  and 

him.  for     nature  of  the  decay  of  Religion  and  morals 

thtomduft  ,- «-  ■       1       -     ,■  I  / 

of  men  in    amCMig  U9   lumciently    induiBte   the   coune, 

thTrafrof  which,  on  principles  of  found  policy,  it  is  in 

%Si    ^*  higheft  degree  expedient  for  us  to  porfue. 

''bo''"        '^^^  diftemper  of  which,  as  a  community,  wt 

ftatemcntg.  are  fick,  (hould  be  confidered  rather  as  a  moral 

-  than  a  political  malady.    How  much  has  this 

been  forgotten  by  the  disputants  of  modem 

times  !  and  accordingly,  how  traufient  may  be 

expelled  to  be  the  good  cffefts  of  the  bed  of 

their  publications" !    We  ihould  endeavoOr  to 

tread  back ourfteps.  Every  efFortfliouldbculwl 

to  raife  ,the  deprefled  tone  of  public  morals. 

This  is  a  duty  particularly  incumbent  ou  all 

who  are  in  the  .higher  walks  of  iife ;  and  itii 

impofEble  not  to  acknowledge  the  obligations, 

which  in  this  refpefit  we  owe  as  a  nation,  W 

thole  exalted  charafiers,  whom  God  in  his 

undcferved  mercy  to  us  ftill  fiiffcrs  to  continiK 

on  the  throne,  and  who  fet  to  their  fubjeftJ 

a  pattern  of  decency  and  moderatiMi  nutly 

^ceu  in  their  elevated  Aatlon. 

•But  every  perlbn  of  rank^and  fortune,  and 
abilities,:  ftiQuld  cadeaifour  in  like  manlier  to 
exhibit  a  fimilai-  example,  and  recomfflcnd  '* 
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to  the  imttatioa  of  the  circle  in  which  he 
imoves.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of  fbme  well- 
roeaniog  people,  that  by.  giving,  as  far  as 
they  poiHbly  could  with  innocence,  into  the 
cuAoms  and  pra£i:ices  of  irreligious  men,  tjiey 
might  foften  the  prejudices  too  frequently 
talKn  up  againft  Religion,  of  its  being  an 
auftere  gloomy  lervice ;  and  thus  fecure  a 
previous  favourable  impreflion  againft  any 
tlrnkf  when  they  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  or  enforcing  their  ientiments^ 
This  is  always  a  queAitniable,  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  a  dangerous  policy.  Many  milchiev- 
ous  confequences  neceflarily  refulting  from  it 
might  cafily  be  enumerated.  Bat  it  is  a  po- 
licy particularly  unfuitable  to  our  incohfide- 
rate  and  diHipated  times,  and  to  the  lengths 
at  which  we  are  arrived.  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  the  rnoft  likely  means  of  producing 
the  revuljion  wliich  is  required,  myft  be  boldly 
to  proclaim  the  diftindlion  between  the  adhe- 
rents of  **  God  and  Baal."  The  expediency 
of  this  conduct  in  our  prefent  iituaiion  is  con- 
firmed by  another  confide  ration,  to  which  we 
have  before  had  occafion  to  refer.  It  is  this — - 
that  when  men  are  aware  that  fomething  o^ 
difficulty  is  to  be  cffe<Sted,  their  fpirits  rife  to 
the  level  of  the  encounter ;  they  make  u]) 
ihcxx  minds  to  bear  hardfhips  and  brave  dan- 
gers^ 
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CHAP,  gers,  and  to  perfevere  in  fpite  of  iatigue  and 
^'*      oppofition :  whereas  in  a  matter  which  is 

^"^^^""^  regarded  as  of  eafy  and  ordinary  operation, 
they  are  apt  to  flumber  over  their  work,  and 
to  ^1  in  what  a  imah  effort  might  have  been 
iiimcient  to  accomplilh*  for  want  of  having 
called  up  the  requifitc  degree  of  energy  and 
jpirit.  Conformably  to  the  princij)le  which 
is  hereby  iiiggcAed,  in  the  circumftances  in 
which  we  are  placed,  the  line  of  demarcation 
l>etwecn  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of  Reli- 
gion ihould  no^  be  made  clear ;  the  fepara- 
tion  ihould  be  broad  and  obvious.  Let  him 
then,  who  wiflies  well  to  his  country,  no  lon- 
ger hefitate  what  courfe  of  conduct  to  purfiie. 
The  queflion  now  is  not,  in  what  liberties  he 
might  warrantably  indulge  lumfelf  jn  another 
fituation  ?  but  what  are  the  r^Ar^ints  on 
himfelf  which  the  exigencies  of  the  pref^nt 
times  render  it  adviiable  for  him  to  impolc  ? 
Circamftanced  as  we  now  are,  it  is  more  than 
ever  obvious,  that  the  befi  mm  is  the  tfjtefl 
patriot.    . 

Nor  is  it  only  by  their  peribnal  condu^, 
(though  this  mode  will  always  be  the  moft 
efficacious)  that  men  of  authority  andinflu- 
ence  may  promote  the  caufe  of  good  tnorals.  ■ 
Let  (hein  in  their  feveral  flatibns  ^courage 
virtue 
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virtue  and  dlfcountenance  vice  in  others.  • 
J-et  them  enforce  the  laws  by  which  the  wif- 
dom  yf  our  forefathers  has  guarded  jigainft 
the  groHer  infrafUqns  of  morals ;  and  congra- 
tulate themselves,  that  in  a  leading  fituatioa 
on  the  bench  of  juftice  there  is  placed  a  man, 
who,  to  his  honour  be  it  ipoken,  is  well  dif- 
pofed  to  aflifl  their  efforts  faj.  Let  them 
favour  and  take  part  in  any  plans  which 
may  be  formed  for  the  advancement  of 
morality.  Above  all  things,  let  them  endea- 
vour to  ioilruft  and  improve  the  rifing  gene- 
ration ;  that,  if  it  be  poflible,  an  antidote  may 
be  provided  for  the  malignity  of  that  venom, 
which  is  iloring  up  in  a  neighbouring  coun- 
try. This  has  long  been  to  my  mind  the 
moil  formidable  feature  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  in  France ;  where,  it  is  to  be  feared,  .a 
brood  of  moral  vipers,  as  it  were,  is  now 
hatching,  which,  when  they  ihall  have  at- 
tained to  their  mifchievous  maturity,  will  go 
forth  to  poiibn  the  world.  But  fruitlels  will 
be  all  attempts  to  fuilain,  much  more  to  re- 
vive, the  fainting  caufe  of  morals,  unlefs  you 
can  in  &mc  degree  reftore  the  prevalence  of 
Evangelical  Chriftiaoi^.   It  i»  in  morals  as  in 

fa)  It  ii  a  gratiScition  to  the  wiitsr*)  peribiuJ,  is  well  u 
public  feelingi)  to  pay  this  tribute  of  icQMift  to  the  chancer 
•f  Lofd  Clucf  Juftict  Kehyon. 

phyfics ; 
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CHAP,  phyfics ;  unlefs  the  fburce  of  pra6tical  princi- 
■"•  ,  pies  be  elevated,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
^  to  mafce  thtun  flow  on  a  High  level  in  their 
future  courfc.  You  may  force  them  for  a 
while  into  fome  conArained  pofition,  M 
they  will-  foon  dtop  to  their  natural  point  of 
depreffion.  By  all,  therefore,  who  arc  ftudious 
of  their  country's  welfere,  more  partiailarW 
by  all  who  defirc  to  fiipport  our  ecclefiaftical 
eftabliihinent,  every  effort  fliouM  be  ufed  to 
rtvive  the  Chriftianity  of  our  better  days. 
The  attempt  Ihould  Specially  be  made  in 
the  cafe  of  the  paftors  irf  the  Church,  whofc 
Situation  muft  render  the  principles  which 
they  hold  a  matter  of  fuperemiricnt  import- 
ance. Wherever  thefe  teachers  have  fttadSj' 
and  zealoufly  kiculcated  the  true  doflrincs  of 
the  Church  of  England,  the  happieft  effefts 
have  commonly  rewarded  thejr  laboun.  And 
it  is  worth  oblervihg,  in  the  view  which  we 
are  now  taking,  thjit  thefe  men,  as  might 
naturally  be  expefted,  are,  perhaps  without 
exception,  friendly  to  our  ecclefiaftical  and 
civil  eftablifhments  ^aj;  and*  cottfequentlj", 
that  their  inftruftions  and  influence  tend 
tHre^ly^  as  well'as"  indtre^fy,  tir"rfie  mainte- 
nance of  the  caufe  of  order  and  goodgevem- 

(a)  This  is  not  thrown  out  raibly,  but  aJTcrttS  on  the 
writer's  own  knowledge. 

ment. 
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itient.-  -Nor'flKwld''ktBe-fcH-gotten  by  any'  owa?,'" 

who,  judging  with  the  abftrad  coldnefe-  t)f  oZ^)^^/ 
mere  politicians,  might  doubt  whether,  by 
adopting  theiirfdtiiKrd^herd'retohmicnded,  a 
mligious  warmth' woeld  tiot  be  tailed  into 
adioFi)  whichtnight  break  o«t  into  mifcfaiev- 
ouS  irreguUrrfiesj  that  expetience  prove*  ihiat 
an  cAabliihment  affords,  from  its  very  nature, 
the  happy  means  of  excititig  a  coni^rtibld 
degree  of  fervour  and  animation,  and  at  the 
&me  time  of  reftraining  them  within  due- 
bounds.  The  doty  of  encouraging  vital  Re- 
ligion in  the  Church  particularly  derolvcj 
fHi  all  who  'haye  the  diipofal  of  ecclefiaftical 
preferment,  aVid  more  efpecially  on  thtt  dig- 
nitaries of  the  facred  order.  Some  of  theie 
have  already  ibunded  the  alarm;-jufl:)y  cen- 
iuring  the  praAice  of  luffering  Chriftianity 
to  degenerate  into  a  mere  iyftem  of  ethics, 
and  recommending  more  attention  to  the 
peculiar  do£)nnes  of  our  Religion.  In  our 
fchools,  in  our  univcrfities,  let  the  ftudy^e 
tocouraged  of  the  writings  of  thoft  venera- 
ble divines,  who  flouriOied  in  the  purer  tinrfj 
of  Chriftianity.  Let  ev^n  a  confiderabkr 
proficiency  in  th«r  writings,  be  required  of 
candidates  for  ordination.  Let  our  churches 
no  longer  witoefs  that  un^emly  difirordailce, 
which  hail  too  much  prevttiled,  between  rhe^ 
....  prayers 
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CH  AF.   prayers  which  precede,  and  the  icrmon  V7hich 
follows. 


But  it  may  be  enough  to  have  briefly 
hinted  at  the  courie  of  condu3,  which,  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  *this  country, 
motives  merely  political  Ihould  prompt  us 
to  puriue.  To  all  who  have  at  heart  the 
national  welfare,  the  above  fuggeftions  arc 
iblemnly  iiibmitted.  They  have  not  been 
urged  altogether  without  mifg^vings,  left  it 
ihould  appear,  as  though  the  concern  of  Eter- 
nity-were  melted  down  into  a.  mere  matter 
of  temporal  advantage,  or  political  expe- 
diency. But  fince  it  has  gracloufly  pleaied 
the  Supreme  Being  {o  to  arrange  the  confti* 
tution  of  things,  as  to  render  the  prevalence 
of  true  Religion  and  of  pure  morality  con- 
ducive to  the  well-b^ng  of  ftates,  and  the 
preiervation  of  civil  order;  and  fince  thef^ 
£ibordinate  inducements  are  not  unfrequently 
hflU  forth,  even  by  the  facred  writers  ;  it 
ieemed  not  improper,  and  fcarcely  liable  to 
mi&onftru6lion,  to  fu^eft  inferior  motives 
to  readers,  who  might  be  Ids  diipoled  to 
liften  to  coniiderations  of  a  higher  order. 

Would  to  God  that  the  courfe  of  con- 
duct here  fuggefted  might  be  fairly  purftied ! 
Would 
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Would  to  God  that  the  happy  conlequetlCeS)    chap. 
Which  would  refult  from  the  principles  we       vi. 
have  recomthended,  (iould  he  re&lii»d  ;   and  ^"•"y-*-^ 
above  all,  that  the  influence  of  true  Religion 
could  be  extenfively  diiHifed  1   It  is  the  beft 
wifl)  whith  tan  bfe  formed  for  his  country, 
by  one  who  is  deeply  anxious  for  its  wel* 
fare : — 

Lucesi  redde  tuam,  dux  brnK*  patiue  F 
Inftar  veris  enimvultusubi  tuus 
Afiiiint  populo,  gcatior  it  dies, 
Et  l^les  melius  nitenL 


F  f.  ■  , 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

PraSiical  Hints    to  various   Defcriptiom  ^j 
Perfons. 

CHAP.    '  I'^HUS  have  we  endeavoured  to  trace  the 
yV]lj      JL     chief  defefila  of  the  religious  ifyftem  of 
the  bulk  of  profHffed  Christians  in  this  cooa- 
iry.    We  have  pointed  outthdr  low  idea,  of 
the  iraportaiice  of  Chriflianity  in  general; 
their  inadequatb  conceptions  of  all  ita  lead- 
ing doctrines,  and  the  effeft  hereby  naturally 
produced  in  relaxing  the  ftriftnels  of  its  prac- 
tical fyftem ;  more  than  all,  we  have  remarked 
their  grand  fundamental  mifconception  of  its 
DJferenK    gcmus  juid  eflcntial  nature.     Let  not  there- 
Il^J^",^     fore  the  difference  between  them  and  true 
ChrtiSL..    hclievers  be  confidered  as  a  trifling  dilFer- 
ofihefii*    cnce;   as'  a  queftion  of  forms  or  opinions. 
^i        The  queftion  is  of  the  very  fubftance  of  Re- 
ligion ;  the  difference  is  of  the  moft  ferious 
and  momentous  amount.     We  muft  fpeak 
out.      'Their  Chrijitanity  is  mt  Chrijlianity. 
It  wants  the  radical  principle.    It  is  njainly 
defefiive  in  all  the  grand  copftituents.    Let 
them  no  longer  then  be  deceived  by  names 
in  a  matter  of  iniinitc  importance :  but  with 
bumble 
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bumble  prayer  to  the  Source  of  all  wifdom,  shot; 
that  he  would  enlighten  thwr  underftandings,  '• 
and  clear  their  hearts  from  prejudice ;  let 
them  lerioufly  cxarhine  by  the  Scripture 
Aandard  their  real  belief  and  allowed  prac- 
tice, and  they  will  become  fenlible  of  the 
Ihallownels  of  their  fcanty  lyftem. 

If  through  the  bleffing  of  Providehce  oil  Hdp»  b  ^ 
any  thing  which  may  have  been  here  written. 


Iburcet  of 

this  important  duty  of  fclf-inquiry  ;  let  me  ^''''^ 
preiaoufly  warn  them  to  be  well  aware  of  our  «*  "*■ 
natural  pronenefs  to  think  too  fevourably  of 
ouriclves.  Selfiflinefs  is  one  of  the  principal 
fruits  of  the  corruption  of  human  nature ; 
and  it  is  obvious  that  leliiflineis  diipofe»  us  to 
over-rate  our  good  qualities,  and  to'  overlook 
or  extenuate  our  defers.  The  corruption  of 
human  nature  therefore  being  admitted,  it  fol- 
lows undeniably,  that  in  all  our  reckonings, 
if  we  would  form  a  juft  eftimate  of  our  cha- 
racter, we  muft  make  an  allowance  for  riie 
eifeSs  of  leliifhnefs.  .  It  is  alfo  another  efFeft 
of  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  to  cloud 
Dur  moral  light,and  blunt  our  moral  ieufibility. 
Something  muft  therefore  be  allowed  for  this 
effect  iikewifc.  Doubtlefe,  the  perfect  purity 
of  the  Supreme  Being  makes  him  lee  in  us 
Ffz  ftains. 
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CHAP.  Aains,  far  more  in  number  and  deeper  in  dye| 
vii.  than  we  ourfelves  can  difcover.  Nor  flwuld 
another  aweftil  confideration  be  forgotten. 
When  we  look  into  ourfelves,  thofe  fins  ooir, 
into  which  we  have  lately  &llen,  are  com- 
monly apt  to  excite  any  lively  imprsffion. 
Many  individual  a£h  of  vice,  or  a  conttnoed 
courfe  of  vicious  or  diflipatt!d  condud,  which, 
when  retcnt,  may  have  fmitten  us  wili  deep 
rembrie,  after  a  few  months  or  yeare  leave 
but  very  faint  traces  in  our  recolle&ion ;  it 
Uafl,  thoie  a£ls  alone  continue  .to  ftr&ci  us 
ftron'gly,  which  were  'of  very  extraorfi- 
nary  magnitude.  But  the  fb-oug  imprelBons 
which  they  at  iirft  excited,  not'  the  faded 
images  which  they  fubfequcntly  pr^ent  ro 
lis,  funiiih  the  true  meafure  of  their  guilt: 
and  to  the  pure  eyes  of  God,  this  gitilt  muA 
always  have  appeared  far  greater  than  to  as. 
Now  to  the  Supreme  Being,  we  roxift  belic« 
that  there  is  no  paft  or  future  ;  as  wbxtevcr 
will bcj  fo  whatever  has  been^  is  retatnc^by 
him  in  preicnt  and  unvarying  contemj^otiont 
continuing  always  to  appcAr  juft  the  feme  as 
at  the  firft  moinent  of  its  happening.^  ■  Well 
may  it  then  humble  us  in  the  light  of  that 
Being  "  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  bdiold 
"iniquity;"  to  call  to  mind  that,  xaAt^o^ 
offences  haVe  be«i  blotted  out  by  our  obcaio- 
iog 
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ing  an  intereft  in  the  iati^dlon  of  Chrift»  sect. 
through  true  rq>entance  and  lively  faith,  we 
appear  before  him  clothed  with  the  fins  of  ' 
our  whole  lives,  in  all  their  original  depth  of 
colouring,  and  with  all  the  aggravatltms 
which  we  no  longer  particularly  remetxiber, 
but  whicli,  in  general,  we,  perhaps,  may  re- 
coiled to  have  once  filled  us  with  IKame  and 
cqnfiiilon  of  hcc  The  writer  is  the  rather 
delirous  of  enforcing  this  reflection ;  becaufe 
he  can  truly  declare,  that  he  has  found  no 
consideration  fb  efficacious  in  producing  in 
his  own  mind  the  deepefl  felf-abalement. 

In  treating  of  the  fources  of  the  erroneous 
cflimates  which  we  form  of  our  religious 
and  moral  charaifier,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be 
without  its  ufes  to  take  this  occafion  of 
pointing  out  fome  other  common  fprings  of 
ielfrdeceptipn.  Many  perfons,  as  was  .for- 
merly hinted,  ar6  mifled  by  the  &vourable 
opinions  -  entertained  of  them  by  others ; 
many, '  it  is  to  be  feared,  miflakc  a  hot  zeal 
for  orthodoxy,  for  a  cordial  acceptance  of 
the  great  truths  of  the  Goipel  i  and  almofl 
all  of  us,  at  one  time  or  other,  are  more  or 
lefs  mifled  by  confounding  the  iuggellions  of 
the  underfhtnding .  with  ^e  impulfes  of  the 
will,  the  alTent  which  our  judgement  gi^'es 
F  f  3  to 
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CHAP,    to  religious  and  moral  trudis,  with,  a  lienty 
vit.     belief  and  approbation  of  them. 

Otttgrtw-  Therb  is  another  frequent  Iburce  of  fdf- 
mm^  deception,  which  is  prodwftive  of  ib  much 
^  v^  mifchi^Mi  life,  that,  though  it  may  appear  to 
fa'wik-  ^***^  *°  ^''™*  degree  of  repetition,  it  would 
■^of  ^  be  highly  improper  to  omit  the  mention  of 
it  in  this  place.  That  we  may  be  the  becber 
underfloQd,  it  may  be  proper  to  premiie,  that 
certain  particular  vices,  and  likewiie  that 
certain  particular  good  and  amiable  quali- 
ties, &em  naturally  to  belong  to  certain  par- 
ticular periods  and  conditions  of  life.  Now, 
if  we  would  reafon  fairly  io  eftimatingour 
moral  charafler,  we  ought  to  examine  our- 
felves  with  reference  to  that  particular  "  fie 
"  which  does  moft  eaiily  befet  us,"  not  to 
ibme  other  fin  to  which  we  are  not  nearly 
ib  much  liable.  And  in  like  manApi",  on  iht 
other  hand;  we  ought  not  to  account  it  mat- 
ter of  much  iclf-complacency,  if  we  find  in 
ourfelvQS  that  good  and  amiable  quality  which 
naturally  belongs  to  our  period  or  condition ; 
but  rather  look  for  ibme  kfs  ambiguous  iigu 
of  a  real  internal  principle  of  virtue.  .  But 
we  are  very  apt  to  reverfethefc  rules  of  judg« 
ing ;  we  are  very  apt,  on  ,thc  one  hand,  both 
3  .    W 


L;m„,zL.d,.,G00gIe 


VARIOUS   DBSCRtPTIORS  OV   PERSONS.  '439 

in  ourielves  and  in  others,  to  cxcufe  "  the  'sc?. 
**  befetting  fin,"  taking  and  gtvmg  credit  fof  , 
being  exempt:  from  others,  to  which  we  or 
they  are  ids  liable ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
to  value  ourielves  extremely  on  our  pofleffiOn 
of  the  good  or  amiable  -  quality  which  oar- 
turally  belongs  to  us,  and  to  require  no  more 
&tis&£lory  evidence  of  the  y^c«Mcy  at  leaft 
of  our  moral  charafter.  The  bad  eflfefb  erf" 
this  partiality  are  aggravated  by. the  priadice, 
to  which  we  arc  fadly  pr<Aie',  of  being  con" 
tented,  when  we  take  a  haAy  view  of  cmr- 
i^ves,  with  negative  evidences  of  our  ilatc; 
thinking  it  very  well  if  we  are  not  fliodEed 
by  fbme  great  adual  tranigreffion,  inftead  of 
looking  for  the  positive  £gns  of  a  tnie  Chrif^ 
tian,  33  laid  down  in  the  holy  Scripture. 

Btf T  the  Iburce  of  lelf-dcceptiou,  which  it 
IS  more  particularly  our  piclent  objefl  to 
point  out,  is  a  diipofition  to  couiider  as  a  con- 
queft  of  any  particular  vice,  our  merely  for- 
falting  it  on  our  quitting  the  .period  or'con- 
dition  of  life  to  which  that  viie  belongs; 
when  perhaps  al£b  we  lublHtute  for  it  the 
vice  of  the  new  period  qr  conditicm  on  which 
we  are  entering.  We  thus  pui^e  our  merely 
outgrowing  our  vices,  or  our  relinquiihing 
them  from  fome  change  in  pur  worldly  cir- 
f  f  4,  inimflances, 
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CHA*.   cumilaaces,  for  a  thorough,  or  at  leaft  for  « 
fufficient,  reformation. 

But  this  topic  deserves  to  be  viewed  a  lib- 
"He  more  cloiely.  Young  pet^le  may,  withe 
out  much  offence,  be  inconfiderate  and  diffi* 
patcd ;  the  youth  of  one  lex  may  indul^  oc- 
cafionally  in  licentious  excefles;  thofecf  ^c 
other  may  be  fiiprcmely  given  up  to  vanity 
and  pleafure:  yet,  provided  that  they  arc 
fweet  tempered,  and  open,  and  not  diiobcdi* 
ent  to  their  parents  or  other  fuperioTS,  the  fof-r 
mer  are  deemed  gotui  hearted  young  m^n,  die 
latter,  ittfwcent  young  ^omen,  Thofc  who 
'  love  theoiv  beft  have  no  folicitude  about  thar 
spiritual  intereAs:  and  it  would  be  decmtd 
iirangely  ftrifi  in  themfelves,  or  in  othcra,  ft) 
doubt  of  their  becoming  more  religious  as 
th^  advance  in  life;  to  fpeak.  of  them  as 
being  anally  ui^dcr  the  divine  difplefifiitv; 
or,  if  their  lives  fliould  be  in  danger,  to  cut 
'  tertain  any  apprebenibns  concerning  thdr 
future  deftiny. 

Thby  grow  older,  and  marry.  The 
fame  licentioufnels,  which  was.  formerly 
coniidered  in  young  men  as  a  venial  frailty, 
is  now  no  longer  regarded  in  the  buibfind 
.and  the  father  as  compatible  with  the  char 
jailer  of  a  decently  religious  man.  The 
Jiinguage 
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language  is  of  Ais  £>rt ;  **  they  have  ibwn  sect. 
•*  thcii;  wild  oats,  they  muft  now  reform, 
•*  and  be  regular."  Nor  perhaps  is  the  lame 
manifeft  predomtnance  of.  vanity  and  diHipa-r 
tion  deemed  innocent  in  the  matron :  but  if 
they  are  kind  reipe^vely  in  their  conjugal 
ajtd  parental  relations,  and  are  tolerably  regu- 
lar and  decent,  they  pais  for  mighty  goedjhrt 
4ffpapic:  and  it  would  be  altogether  unnecef^ 
iaxy  ^rupulofity  in  them  to  doubt  of  their 
.  icoming  up  to  the  requifitions  of  the  divine 
jaw,  as  far  as  in  the  prelent  ilate  of  the  world 
can  be  expeded  from  human  fruity.  Their. 
hearts,  however,  are  perhaps  no  more  than 
Jbefore  fuprepiely  fet  on  the  great  work  of 
their  ^Ivation,  but  are  chiefly  bent  on  in- 
crealing  theii"  fortunes,  or  railing  their  fa- 
roilies.  Meanwhile  they  congratulate  thcm» 
ielves  on  their  having  amended  from  vices, 
which  they  are  no  longer  ib-ongly  tempted 
■to  commit,  or  their  abflaining  from  which 
ought  not  to  be  too  confidently  aflumed  as  a 
teft  of  the  ftren'gth  of  the  religious  principle, 
fince  the  commiifion  of  them  would  preju- 
dice their  charaSers,  -  and  perhaps  injure 
their  fortune  in  life. 

.'  0xjd  age  has  at  length  made  its  advances. 
Jiow,  if  ever,  we  might  cxpeft  that  it  would 

be 
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be  deemed  ■  high  tim«  W  make  eternal 
things  the  ffA7Mob|e£t6f  attention.-  NoJiich 
thing  1  There  is  flill  an  ^propriaCe  goc^ 
<}u«Iity,  l^e  peefence  of  w4iich  calms  dn 
di^uiecude,  aad  fatisfies  the  requifisions  both 
of  them&lves  and  of  thofe  around  tbein. 
ft  is  now  required  of  them  that  they  Ihoald 
-ho  good  natured  and  cheerful^  indulgoM  to 
the  IraUties  and  foliies  of  the  3foiing}  rtsnt^m* 
bttfing,  that  "when  young  th£mieh^es  they 
gave  into  the  fame  pra6tice&.  How  oppofiVs 
this  to  that  dread  of  fin,  whirfi  is  the  fare 
'Charadcriftic  of  the  true  Chriftian ;  which 
caufes  him  to  lode  beck  upon  the  vices  of 
bis  own  youthful  days  with  fi^me  and  (of- 
row;  and  which,  inftead  of  conceding  t« 
young  people  to  be  wild-  and  thoughtlefs,  as 
a  privilege  belonging  to  their  age  and  iii" 
cumftances,  prompts  him  to  warn  then 
Bgainfl  what  had  proved  to  himfelf  matter 
of  fuch  bitter  retrolpeftion !  Thus,  fhrou^* 
out  the  whole  of  life,  ibme  means  or  other 
»re  devifed  for  ftifling  the  voice  of  confcicnce. 
**  We  cry  peace  while  there  is  no  peace?" 
and  both  to  oprielves  and  others  thai  com- 
placency is  fumiflied,  which  oug^t  only  W 
proceed  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  being  recent 
cilod  to  God,  and  a  humble  hope  of  our  pof- 
leiTmg  his  favour. 

I  KNOW 
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'    I  KK&w  that  thefe  ientiments  will  be  term-    sect. 
fcd  uncharitabfe ;  but  I  muft  not  be  deterred        '■ 
by  fuch  an  imputation.     It  is  time  to  have  t     n. 
Hoac   with  that  fenfelefs   cant  of   charity,  SSS 
which  infults  the  underilandings,  and  trifles  '^^«^' 
with  the  feelings,  of  thofe  who  are  really  con- 
cerned for  the  happinei^  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.      What  matter  of  keen  remorfc 
and  of  bitter  {etf-reproaches  arc  they  ftorir^ 
up  for  their  future  torment,  who  are  them- 
^Ives  the  miferable  dupes  of  luch  milguided 
chanty,  or  who,  being  charg^  with  the  of- 
fice of  watching  over  the  eternal  intercfts  of 
their  children' or  relations,  fuffer  themielves 
to  be  lulled  afleep,  or  beguiled  by  fuch  fhal- 
lew  reafbnings  into  iparing  themfelves  the 
momentary  pain  of  executing  their  important 
duty !   Charity,  indeed,  is  partial  to  the  ob- 
je^  of  her  reg^d  ;  and  where  a6fions  arc  of 
a  doubtful  quality,  this  partiality  difpdles  her 
to  refer*  them  to  a  good,  rather  than  to  a  bad 
mrftive.     She  is  apt  alfo  fomewhat  to  exag- 
gerate merits,  and  to  fee  amiable  qualities 
in  a  light  more  favourable  than  that  which 
ftri£Uy  belongs  to  them.     But  true  charity  is 
wakeful,  fervent,  full  of  folicitude,  full   of 
good  offices,  not  fo  eafily  fatisfied,  not  fo  ready  . 
to  believe  that  every  thing  is  going  on  well 
fis  a  matter  of  courfe ;  but  jealous  of  mif^ 
chief, 
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chief,  apt  ■  to  fufpeS  danger,  and  prompt  to 
extend  nlie£,~  -Theft  aite-  Che  Cymptotia 
by  which  genuine  regard  will  manifeft  it- 
iclf  in  a  wife  -or  a  mothfa-,  in  the  cafe 
of  tlie  itJi/y  health  of  the  ohje^l  of  her 
affeftions.  And  where  th<ire  is  any  real 
'concern  for  the  jpiritua/  interefts  of  others,  it 
is  chara6lprized  by  the  fapie  in&Uible.  marks. 
Xhitf  wretched  quality,  by  which  the  facrpd 
name  of  charity  is  now  fo  generally  and  fb 
£ilfely  ufurped,  is  no  other  tbaii  indifference; 
which,  againft  the  plaineft  evidence,  or  at 
ie^  where  there  is  ftrong  ground  of  appre* 
henfion,  is  eafily  contented  to  b^Uftve  that  all 
goes  well,  becaufe  it  has  no  an^ties  to  allay, 
uo  foal's  tOireprefs.  It  undergoes  no  alter> 
nation  of  paffions ;  it  is  not  at  one  time 
flulhed  with  hope,  nor  3t  another  cbilledby 
difappointment.      . 

To  a  confiderate  and  feeling  mind,  there  is 
fomethiiig  deeply  afflifling,  in  feeing  the  en-t 
gaging  cheerfulneis  -and  cloudlefs  gaiety  in^ 
cident  to  youth,  welcomed  as  a  fuificienciitr 
dicationof  mtemal  purity  by  the.  delighted 
parents ;  who,  knowing  the  deceitfitlnefs  of 
ihefe  flattering  appearances,  ihould  eagerly 
avail  themfelves  of  this  period,  when  oucp 
wafted  never  to  be  regained,  of  good  hu» 
moured 
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moured  acquiefcence  and  dutiful  docUity ;  a    sect* 
penod  when  the  fbft  and  dudile  temper  of     ■  '• 
the  inind  renders  it  more  cafily  fijfcfiptiblc 
of  the  imprefiions  we  defire;  and  when,  there- 
fore, habits  fhould  be  formed,  which  may  af- 
fiO:  our  natural  weaknefs  to  rcCift  the  tempta- 
tions to  which  we  Hudl  be  expoied  ia  the 
c<»nnierce  of  maturer  life.     This  is  more  w«n« 
efpecially  affc£iing  in  the  female  fex,  becaule  m^^^~ 
that  fex  feems,  by  the  very  conftitutioa  of  ^^^ 
its  nature,   to  be  more  favourably  dKppfed  ''>»»««• 
than  ours  to  the  fpcHngs  and  offices  of  Kelw 
gion;  being  thus  iitted  by  the  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence, the  better  to  execute-  the  important  . 
talk  \vhich  tlevolves  on  it,  of  the  education 
(^.our  earJiefl:  youth.     Doubtle^,  this  more 
favourable  dtfpoiition  to  Religion  in  the  fe- 
male lex,  was  gracioully  defigned  alio  to  make 
women  doubly  valuable  in  the  wedded  ftate : 
and  it  feems  to  afford  to  the  married  man 
the  means  of  rendering  aft  a<9ive  fhare  in  th<t 
Jbu£uefs  of  life  more  compatible,  than  it  woufat 
DtherwiTe  be,  with  the  livelieiCl  devotional  feel- 
ings;  that  when  the  hufband  ihould  return 
4o  hi^  &mily,  worn  and  haralTcd  by  worldly 
fiatm  or  |>rofeflional  labours,   the  v/'ife^  iia- 
-JHtually  preferving  a  warmer  and  more  un- 
an^ired  jpirit  of  devotion,  than  is  perhaps 
jcuniifi^  with  Ijcmg  immerfed  is  thehuilk 
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CHAi^  of  il£e,  might  revive  his. languid  piety;  and 
Tii.  that  the  religious  imprcffions  of  both  ibi^t 
•  derive  iiew  fbrce  and  tendemels  from  tho 
animatijig  fympathies  of  conjugal  afFeflicHi. 
Can  a  more  pleating  image  be  prefeAed 
to  a  coniiderate  mind,  than  Uiat  of  a  cou[^e^ 
ha^y  in  each  other  and  in  the  pledges  of 
their  mutual  love,  uniting  in  an  a6l  of  grate-* 
ful  adoration  to  the  author  of  all  their  oaer^ 
ciesi  recommending  each  other,  and  the  ob- 
je£b  of  their  oimmon  care,  to  the  divine  pro- 
te£tion;  and  reprefiing  the  folicitude  of  con* 
jugal  and  parental  tendernefs  by  a  confiding 
hope,  tliat,  through  all  the  changes  of  this 
uncertain  life,  the  Dilpofer  of  all  things  wifi 
aHuredly  caufe  all  to  work  together  for  ihv 
good  of  them  that  love  and  put  their  truft  in 
hhn;  and  thatj  after  tlus  uncertain  ilate  flull 
have  pafTed  away,  they.  Ihall  be  admittcd't* 
a  joint  participation  of  never  ending  happi- 
ness* It  is  &rely  no  mean  or  ^obl&  offict 
which  we  would  allot  to  the  female  ie^^. 
when  we  would  thus  commit  tx>  them  the. 
charge  of  maintaining  in  lively  exercife  what* 
ever  emotions  moil  dignify  and  adorn  human 
uatufe;  when  we  would  make  them  as  it 
were  the  medium  (rf"  our  intercanrfe  with- 
ihc  heavenly  world,  the  faithful  rcpofitorio 
of  ttw  religious  .priacipl£,ibf  the  'beucft  bolfa 

of 
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of  the  -preieiit  and  of  the  -rUiiigi  gencraticn.'  sect> 
Muil  it  not  theo  eaccitc  our  grief  zad  mdig-  t> ' 
natibn,  when  wc  behold  mothers,  fbrgetftil  '•"■>•*' 
at  once  of  their  own  peculiar  daties,  and  of 
the  ■  high  office  which  Providence  deligned 
their  daughters  to  fulfil;  exciting,  inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  moderate  in  them,  the  na- 
tural ianguinenefs  zni  incoofiderateneis  of 
youth;  hurrying  them  night  after  night  to' 
the  reibrts  of  diflipaticm ;  thus  teaching  them 
to  deipife  the  common  comforts  of  the  i^mily 
circle;  and,  inftead  of  flriving  to  laife  their 
views,  and  to  dire6l  their  aficftiona  to  their 
true  objed,  ading  aS  if  with  the  exprels  dtf* 
fign  ftuidioufly  to  extinguifti  every  fpark  of  3 
devotional  fpirit,  and  to  kindle  in  its  ilead  an 
expeflive  love  of  pleafure,  and,  perhaps,  a 
principle  of  extravagant  vanity,,  and  ardent 
emulation ! 

IifmcBHTjroung  women!  Good  hearted youn^  lomMMt 
menl  Wherein  does  this  z^^^^fi  of  heart  and  Ji^!^ 
i^i&  inmeence  appear?    Remember  that  wc  ^J^ 
are  fallen  creatures,  born  in  lin,  and  naturally 
depraved.     Chriftianity  recogniies  no  hmo- 
cenee  or  goo^ft  of  hearty  but  in  the  remil^ 
fion  of  fin,  and  in  the  efF&£ts  of  the  operation 
of  divine  grace.     Do  wc  find  in  thefc  young 
peribns  the  chara£ters,  which  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures 
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.CHAP.  turCS  lay  down  as  the  «ily  fatis&dory  tfvi-' 
VII.      denies  of  a  iafe  Aate?     Do  we  not  on  thtf 

'^'  ■  other  hand  dilcovor  the  fpeci6ed  marks  of  ft 
ibte  of  alienatioa  fronn'^  God?  Can  the 
Uindeft  partiality  periuade  itfelf  thai  tAey 
are  loving*  or  flriving  "  to  love  God  with  all 
"  their  hearts,  and  minds,  and  ibuls,  and 
•*  ftrength?"  Are  tiejr  "  fecking  firft  the 
**  kingdom  of  God»  and  his  righteoufheJs  ?" 
Are  tiey  "  working  out  their  &lvation  with 
*'  fear  and  trembling?"  Arc  t^  "  clothed 
•*  with  humility  r"  Are  iAty  not,  on  the  con- 
trary, fupremcly  given  up  to  jelf^indulgence  ? 
Are  tiey  not  at  Icaft  **  lovers  of  plcaiuro 
*'  more  than  lovers  of  God  ?"  Are  the  offices 
of  Religion  their  iblace  or  their  talk?  Do 
they  not  come  to  thefc  &cred  fervices  with 
rduflance,  continue  in  them  by  coilftraint« 
and  quit  them  with  gladnefs  ?  And  of  how 
many  of  thf/e  perfons  may  it  not  be  affirmed 
in  the  fpint  of  the  prophet's  language: 
**  The  harp,  and  the  viol,  the  tabret  and  pipe, 
•*  ind  wine,  are  in  their  feafts :  but  they  re- 
'*  gard  not  the  work  of  the  Lord,  neither 
"  confiderthe  operation  of  his  hands?"  Arc 
(lot  the  youth  of  one  fex  oftgi  afhiallj^  com- 
mitting, and  iUll  more  often  wiihing  for  the 
opportunity  to  commit,  thofe  lins  of  which  the 
Scripture  &ys  exprefily,  "  that  they  which 
"do 
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**dafbch  thingsyW/«fl/  tnh«it  the  kingdom  ncti 
**  ofCod?"  Arenottheyouthofthri  othcl-fex 
principally  intent  on  the  gratification  of vanityf 
iitid  looking  for  their  chief  happinefs  to  the 
xdforts:of  gaiety  and  J^ion,  to  all  the  multr* 
plied  pleafures  which  public  places,  or  the 
iHU  higher  gratifications  of  more  refined  cir« 
cles,  can  fiipply? 

,  And  then,  when  the  firfl  ebullitions  of 
youthfal  warmth  are  over,  what  is  'their 
boafted  refijrination  ?  They  may  be  decent, 
Ibber,  ufeful,  refpef^Ie,  as  members  of  the 
commifnity,  or  amiable  in  the  relations  of 
dotiieitic  life.  Byt  is  M/r  the  change  of 
which  the  Scripture  llpeaks  ?  Hear  the  cxprei- 
^on5  which  it  ofes,  and  judge  for  yourfelves-i- 
•*  Except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  en* 
•*  Mr  into  the  kingdom  of  God.'* — "  The  old 
**  man — ^is  corrupt  according  to  the  dcceitfiil 
^  Tufts  j"  an  expreffiou  but  too  defcriptive  of 
the  x-ain  delirium  of  youthfiil  difiipaCion,  and  . 
of  the  fiilfe  dreams  of  pleafure  which  it  in-  , 
ipircs ;  but  "  the  nnxi  maiC  is  awakened 
from  this  fallacious  eiUmate  of  i^appinefs.; 
**  if  is  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image 
.*•  of  him  that  created  him." — "  He-is  created 
•*  after  God  in  righteouihefs  and  true  hoH- 
•*  nefi."  Theperfons  bf  whom  we  are  fpeak- 
G  g  ing 
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CKAP.  ing  are  no  longer,  indeed,  Co  thoughtlels,  and 
wild,  and  diilipated,  as  formerly;  fo  negli- 
gent in  their  attention  to  obje6b  of  real  va- 
hie ;  ■£)  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure ;  ta 
prone  to  yield  to  the  ihipulle  of  i^petite. 
But  this  is  no  more  than  the  change  of  which 
a  writer  of  no  very  ibri6t  caft  ^leaks,  as  natu- 
rally belonging  to  their  riper  age : 

Canva&  Audiis,  etas,  ammtifiiue  ririUi 
QuKrit  opes,  U  axtaduis :  infervk  honori: 
CemmUilTe  cavet,   quod  mox  mutare  labocec 

Hon. 

This  is  a  pcrint  of  infinite  importance:  let 
it  not  be  thought  tedious  to  fpend  even  yet 
a  few  more  moments  in  the  diicuflion  of  it. 
Put  the  queftion  to  another  iflue,  and  try  it, 
by  appealing  to  the  principle  of  life  being  a 
ftate  of  probation;  (a  propofition,  indeed, 
true  in  a  certain  Icnfe,  though  not  exactly  iii 
that  which  is  fometimes  afligned  to  it ;)  and 
you  will  ftill  be  led  to  no  very  different  con- 
clufion.  Probation  implies  refifting,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  dictates  of  Religion,  appetites 
which  we  are  naturally  prompted  to  gratify. 
Young  people  are  not  tempted  to  be  churliA, 
intereftcd,  covetous ;  but  to  be  inconfideratc 
and  diflipated,  **  lovers  of  pleafure  more 
*'  than  lovers  of  God."  People  again  in 
-  middle 
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middle  age  are  not  {b  ftrongly  tempted  to  ibct. 
be  thoughtlefii,  and  idle,  and  licentious^  From  ^'l. 
txcefles  ofthis  fort  th^  are  iiifficiently  with- 
held, patticularly  when  ha{^ily  iettled  in  do- 
meftic  life,  by  a  regard  to  their  chara^rs,  by 
the  reftraints  of  family  conne£Uon's,  dnd  by  a. 
fenfe  (^what  is  due  to  the  decencies  of  the 
married  flat&  ^Aar  probation  is  of  anothet 
fort ;  i^ey  are  tempted  to  be  fijpremely  cn- 
grolled  by  worldly  cares,  by  fiunily  Interefts^ 
by  profeflional  objefts,  by  the  puriuit  o£ 
wealth  or  of  ambition.  Thus  occupied,  they 
are  ■  tempted  to  "  mind  earthly  rather  than 
"  heavenly  things,*'  forgetting  **  the  one 
"  thing  needful ;"  to  "  fet  their  a^diom"  on, 
ten^ral  rather  than  eternal  concerns,  and 
to  take  up  with  **  a  form  of  godlinefs,"  inflead 
of  feeking  to  experience  the  power  thereof; 
the  fouudauons  of  this  nominal  Religion  be- 
ing laid  in  the  forgetfiilnefs,  if  not  in  the  ig* 
norance,  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Chrifti* 
anity.  Thefe  are  the  ready-math  Chriflians 
formerly  ipokeif  of,  who  confider  Chriftia- 
nity  as  a  geographical  term,  properly  appli- 
cable to  all  thofe  who  have  been  born  and 
educated  in  a  country  wherein  Chriftiauity 
is  profefled ;  not  as  indicating  a  renewed 
nature,  as  expreflive  of  a  peculiar  character, 
with  its  appropriate  delires  and  averfions, 
G  g   2  and 
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CHAP,  and  hopes,  and  fears/ arid  joys,^  and  ibrrows. 
"!•  To  people  of  this  delcriptiou,  the  iblemn 
"'  admonition  of  Chrifl:  is  addreffed  s  '*  I  know 
"  thy  works ;  that  thou  haft  a  name  that 
"  thou  livefl,  and  art  dead.  Be  watchfiil, 
•*  and  ftrengthen  the  things  which  remain 
"  that  ore.ready  to  die.;  for  I  have  nCtC  found 
"  thy  works  perfect  before  God."  :. 

&ch"J^         Ip  tho-e  be  any  one  who  is  inclined  to 
^"s,       liften    to    this    l<Jemn    warning,    who    is 
Uiennare.  awakened  from  his  dreaih  of  falie  fecurity, 
to  btcome    and  is  difpofed  to  be  liot  only  a/mo^  but  aJ- 
m^chrif-  f^ggf^^  a  Chriftian— O I  let  him  not  ffifie 
OT  diilipate  thcfe  beginnings  of  Jeriou&e&, 
but  leduloufly  cherifii  them  as  the  *'  work- 
,»*  ings  of.  the  Divine  Spirit,"  which  would 
draw  him  from  the  "  broad "  and  crowded 
-**  road  of  deftruSiou,  into  the  narrow  "  and 
thinly  peopled  path  "  that  leadcth  to  life." 
Let.  him  retire    from  the  multitude — Let' 
him  enter  into  his  clofet,  and  on  his  bend- 
ed knees  implore,  for  ChrfCt's  lake  and  in 
reliance  on  his  mediation,  that  God  would 
"  take  away  from  him  the  heart  of  ftone, 
"  and  give  him  a  heart  of  ilelh ;"  that  the 
Father  of  light  would  open .  his  eyes  to  his 
true  condition,  and  clear  his  heart  from  the 
.clouds  of  prejudice,  and  diffipate  the  deceit* 
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fill  medium  of  felf-love.  I  Then  let  hink;  sbiot.  . 
carefully  examine  his  paft  ;Ufe,  andtiis  prCT 
lent  courfe  of  conduct,  cpraparing .  himfclf  ^ 
with  G6d*s  word :  and  cor^lidcring  how  jany 
one  might  reaibnably  have  ;been  expected  to 
cotidu£l  himielf,  to  whom  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures had  been  always  opi^n,  and  who  had. 
been  ^fed  to  acknowledge,  them  to  be  the 
revelation  of  the  will  of  his  Creator,  ^d 
Governor,  and  Supreihe  Benefa^or ;  let 
hitQ;  there  perule  the  awefiil  denunciations 
9gaii^ft-  impenitent  iimiers }  let  him  labour, 
to  became  more  and  mor&  deeply  impre/led 
with  a.fenfe  of  his  own  -radical  blindne& 
and  corruption ;  above  all,  let  him  ileadily- 
oontemplate,  in  all  its  relations,  that  ftupen- 
dous  truth,  th  iacaKnaUon  and  erucifixkn  of 
the  only  begotten  Son  if  God^  and  the  mejfage 
^  mercy  proclaimed  from  the  crofs  to  repent- 
ing  finnen. — "  Be  ye  reconciled  unto  God." 
— "  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and* 
"  thou  fljalt  be  feved,". 

When  he  fairly  eftimatcs  the  guilt  of  fin 
by  (he  coftly  fatisfe£hon  which  was  required 
t|cx  atone  for  it,  and  the  worth  of  his  foul  by 
the  price  which  was  paid  for  its  redemption, 
and  contrafls  both  of  thefe  with  his  own  fot- 
tilh  inconfideratcneis ;  when  he  reflcjSts  on  the 
amazing  love  and  pity  of  Chrift,  and  on  the 
G  g  3  cold 
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CHAB.  cold  and  formal '  acknowledgements  With 
^'f-  which  he  has  hitherto  returned  this  infinita 
obligation,  making  light  of  the  precious 
blood  of  the  Son  (rf  God^-  and  trifling  with 
the  gracious  invitations  of  his  Redeemer  f 
iurely,  if  he  be  not  loft  to  fenfibility,  mixed 
emotions  of  guilt,  ^nd  fear,  and  fhame,  and 
remwie,  and  forrow,  will  nearly  overwhelm 
his  Ibiil ;  he  will  fmitfr  upon  his  bref^,  an4 
cry  out  in  the  language  of  the  publican, 
*•  God  be  merciftil  to  me  a  finnw,"  But, 
blefied  be  God,  fuch  an  one  needs  not  de* 
Ipair — it  is  to  perfohs  in  this  very  fituation, 
and  with  thefe  very  feelings,  that  the  offers  of 
the  Gofpel  are  held  forth,  and  its  promifes 
ailiired;  **  to  the  weary  Mid  heavy  laden" 
under  the  burthen  of  their  fins ;  to  them 
who  thirfl:  for  the  water  of  life ;  to  them 
.  who  fee!  thcmlelvcs  **  tied  and  hound  by  the 
**  chain  of  their  fins ;"  who  abhor  their  cap- 
tivity, and  long  earneftly  for  deliverance. 
Happy,  happy  fouls !  whom  the  grace  of 
God  has  vifited,  "  has  brought  out  of  dark- 
"  nefs  into  his  marvellous  light,"  and  **  from 
"  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God."  Caft  your-r 
fclves  then  on  his  undeferved  mercy ;  he  is 
full  of  love,  and  will  not  Ipum  you :  lurren- 
dcr  yourfelves  into  his  hands,  and  Iblemnly 
refolye,  through  hisGrace,  to  dedicate  hence- 
forth 
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^brth  all  ycoir  faculties  apd  powers  to  hi?     Sxct. 
fcrvice.  '• 

It  is  youf's  now  "  to  work  out  your  own 
**  lalvatioa  with  fear  and  trembling,'*  rely* 
ing  on  the  fidelity  of  bini  who  has  promiied 
to  "  work  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
**  his  good  plcjifurc."  Ever  look  to  him  for 
help:  your  oiJy  fafety  confifts  in  a  deep  and 
permanent  fenfe  of  ypur  own  weakneis,  and 
in  a  firm  reliance  on  his  ftrength.  If  jou 
V  give  all  diligence,''  his  power  is  armed  for 
your  protection,  his  truth  is  pledged  for  your 
l^urity.  You  are  cnlifled  under  the  banner 
'  pf  Chrift — Fear  not,  though  the  world,  and 
the  fleih,  and  the  devil  are  fet  in  array 
againft  you. — "  Faithfiil  is  he  that  hath  pro^ 
'*  mifcd ;" — *^  be  ye  alio  faithful  unto'  death^ 
**  and  he  will  give"  you  a  crown  of  life."7— 
**  He  that  endureth  to  the  end,  the  fame 
"  Ihall  be  faved."  In  fiich  a  world  as  this, 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  fociety  as  ours,  eljpecially  if 
in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  you"  muft  be 
prepared  to .  meet  with  many  difficulties  :— 
arm  yourfelves,  therefore,  in  the  firft  place, 
with  a  determined  refolution  not  to  rate 
human  eftimation  beyond  its  true  value ; 
not  to  dread  ^the  charge  of  particularity, 
when  it  fliall  be  neceflary  to  incur  it;  but 
Gg4  let 
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CRAP,  let  it  be  ybiir  cbi>ftarit  endeavour  to  retail^ 
^^"^  before  your  mental  eye,  that  bright  ■aflem? 
blage  of  invifible  Ipcftators,  who  are  jhc 
witheffes '  of  your  daily  conduft,  and  "  to 
'*  leek  that  hpnour  Which  cometh  from  God.'* 
You  cannot  advance  ^  fingle  ftep,  till  you 
are  in  fbnje  good  'meafura "  poffeffed  of 
this  comparative  indifference  tc  the  favour 
of  men.  We  have  before  explained  ourfclvcs 
too  clearly_  to  render  it  ncceflary  to  declare, 
that  no 'bhe  IhduU '.nc'edlefely  .affisft  lingiila- 
rity:  but  'to  aim  at  ihcompattble  advan* 
tages, .  to  feek  to  pleafe  God  an^  the  world^ 
^whcre. their  command^  a/e  really  at  vari^ce, 
is  the  way  "to  be  neither  reipcflable^  nqr 
good,  nor  happy.  Continue  tp  be  ever  aware 
of  your  own;radical  corruption  and  habitua^ 
Vcakiiefs.  Indeed,  if  your  eyes  be  really 
opeiied,  and  your  heart  truly  foftencd,  "  hun> 
"  gering  and  thirfting  after .  rightedufiicfi,** 
■rifing  in  your  ideas  of  true  holineis,  and 
proving  die  genuinenels  of  your  hope  by  de- 
iiring  "  to  purify  yourftlf  even  as  God  is 
**  pure;"  you  will  become  daily  more  and 
more  fcniible  of  your  own  defeflsj  and  wantsi 
.and  weaknefles ;  and  more  and  more  im- 
preffed  by  p.  fenfe  of  the  mercy  and  long 
buffering  of  that  gracious  Saviour,  "  who 
**  forgiveta 
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**  forgivtfth  all  your  fio,  and  healeth  all  your    9bct, 
•*  iufirmities."  ?• 

This  is  the  fohition  of  what  to  a  man  of 
the  world  might  ieem  a  ftrange  paradox,  that 
in  proportion  as  the  Chriftian  grows  in  grace« 
hs  grows  alfo  in  humility.  Humility  is  in-^  -^^^^ 
deed  the  vital  principle  of  Chriilianlty ;  that  cobraZ 
prioci|^e  by  which  from  Jirft  to  laft  fhe  lives 
and  thrives,  and  in  proportion  to  the  growth 
or  decline  of  which  flie  mufl  decay  or  flouriflu 
T'Ais  iirA  dixies  the  iinner  in  deep  lelf-r 
abatement  to  accept  theoSer«  of  the  Golpel ; 
i&iSf  during  his  whole  progrefs,  is  the  very 
ground  and  bafis  of  his  feelings  and  condud, 
both  in  relation  to  God,  his  fellow-creatures, 
and  himfelf ;  and  when  at  length  he  ifaall  b^ 
tranflated  into  the  realms  of  glory,  iiis  prin- 
ciple fludl  fiill  fublift  in  undiminiihed  force  i 
He  Aall  "  fai\  down ;  and  caft  his  crown 
**  before  the  Lamb ;  and  aicribe  blefting,  and 
"  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  to  him  that 
**  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb, 
**  for  ever  and  ever.**  The/ra^/ca/  benefits 
of  this  habitual  lowUnefs  of  fpirit  are  too  jiu> 
merous,  and  at  the  fame  time  too  obvious, 
to  require  enumeration.  It  will  lead  you  to 
dread  the  beginnings,  and  fly  from  the  occa- 
fions  of  (in ;  as  that  man  would  ihun  iome 
iiife^ou^ 
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infectious  diftemper,  who  fliouH  koow  that 
he  was  prediijmred  to  take  the  contagioD.  It 
will  prevent  a  thoufand  difficuhies,  and  de- 
cide a  thou^d  queftions^  concerning  wortdly 
compliances ;  by  which  tboie.  peribn^  are  apt 
to  be  embarraded,  who  arc  oot  duly  feniible 
of  their  own  cxceediog  frailty,  whofe  view* 
of  thQ  Chriffiaa  character  are  not  lufficieptly 
elevated,  and  who  are  not  enough  poflefled 
with  a  contiaual  fear  of  **  grieving  the  H<^y 
**  Spirit  of  God,"  :and  of  thus  provoJfLing  him 
to  withdraw  ht$  gr«cioi)s  influence.  But  if 
you  are  really  fuch  a$  wo  hivve  been,  dcfcrib- 
ing,  you  need  not  be  urged  to.fqt  the  fUndanl 
^pra^ice  high,,  and  to  flrive  aftfr  univerial 
boliuefs.  It  is  the  defirc  of  your  hearts  to 
a£l  ht  all  things  with  a  fujgle.eyo  to  the  fa- 
vour of  Qod,  and  thus,  the  mod  ordinary  ac- 
tions pf  life  are  raifed  into  a^cps  of  Religion. 
This  is  the  :purifying,  the  (ranfinuting  prin- 
ciple, which  realizes  the  fabled^  touch,  which 
changes  all  to  gold.  But  it  belong  to  this 
defire  Qf  pleaOng  God,  that  we  ihould  bs 
continually  Iblicitous  to  di&ovcr  the  path  of 
duty ;  that  we  ihould  not  indolently  vi^it, 
fatisfied  with  not  refuting  pccafions  of  glori- 
fying God,  when  they  are  forced  upon  us; 
but  that  we  Oiould  pr^iy  to  God  for  wildom 
aad  iptritual  underAanding,  that  we  may  be 
9cute 
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acute  in  difcerning  opportunities  of  lerving  sjctI 
)um  in  the  world,  judicious  in  ielofting  aad  i. 
wife  in  improving  them.  Guard  indeed  ^--v*-' 
againft  the  diftra£lion  of  worldly  cares ;  and 
cultivate  heavenly  mindednels,  and  a  ipirit  of 
continual  prayer,  and  negle£l  not  to  watch 
incefiantly  over  the  workjziga  of  your  decrat- 
liil  heart :  but  be  a3ive  alfo,  and  ufeful.  Let 
not  your  precious  time  be  wafted  "  in  (hape* 
**  le&  idlenels ;"  an  admonition  which,  in  our 
days,  is  rendered  but  too  necelHu^  by  the  re- 
laXed  habit»  of  peribns  even  of  real  piety :  but 
wifely  buiband  and  improve  this  fleeting  trea- 
fure-  Nevter  be  Citisfied  with  your  preient 
attainmeuts;  but.  ^  fotgetting  the  thin^ 
•*  .which  are  behind,"  labour  ftiU  to  "  pr^ 
"forward'*  with  undiminiihed  mergy,  and 
to  run  the  race  that  is  fet  before  ^pu  without 
flagging  iu  your  pourle. 

Above  all,  meaiure  your  progrefe  by  your  ^^V"' 
in^ovementin  love  to  God  and  man.  ** God 
"is  I-ovfe."  This  is  the.iacred  principle, 
which  warms  and  enlightens  the  heavraly 
world,  that  blefted  feat  of  God's  vifthle  pre- 
fence.  There  it  fliines  with  unclouded  rar 
diance.  Some  fcattered  beams  of  it  are  gra? 
ciouily  lent  to  us  on  earth,  or  we  had  been 
benighted  and  loft  in  darkncfs  and  milery ; 

buf 
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Chap,  but  a  larger  portion  of  it  is  -infufed  into  the 
'*'"■  hearts  of  the  fervants  of  God^  who  thus  **  are 
'  ''"■  '*  renewed  in  the  divine  likcneft,"  and  even 
here  exhibit  lame  faint  traces  of  the  image 
of  dieir  heavenly  fether.  If  is  the  principle 
of  love  which  dilpaies  them  to  yield  them- 
selves up  vyithout  referve  to  the  fervice  of 
him,  **  who  has  bought  them  with  the  price 
'*  of  his  own  blood." 
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BtfeRMwe  SEBVim,  and  bafe,  aiid  merceriary,  is  tjie 
Kpon  of  notion  of  Ch/iAian  practice  amons  the  bulk 
of  nominal  Chriuians.  'They  give  no  ti>ore 
'  than  they  dare  not  with-hold;  they  abftain 
from  nothing  but  what  they  rm^  not  pra^le. 
When  you  ftate  to  them  the  doubtful  quality 
ef  any  a^iion,  and  the  confequeut  obligation 
to  defift  frooi  it,  they  reply  to  you  in  the  very 
fpirit  of  Shylock, "  they  cann«t  find  it  in  the 
'*  bond."  In  Ihort,  they  know  Chriilianity 
only  as  a  lyftetnof  reftraints.  She  is  de- 
^Hed  of  every  libend  and  generous  principle : 
ihc;  16  render-ed  almoA  unfit  for  the  fecial  in- 
tercouHes  of  life,  -and  is  only  fuited  to  the 
gloomy  walls  -of  that  cloiHer,  in  which  they 
would  confine  her.  But  irae  Chrijlians  con- 
fider  themfelves  not  as  fatisfying  fome  rigo- 
rous creditor,  but  as  difcharging  a  debt  of 
■gratitude.  Their's  accordingly  is  not  the 
ftinted 
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lUnt^d  return  of  a  conftrajned  obedience,  but    j  e  c  t. 
the  large  and  liberal  meafur^  of  a  voluntary      -  r. 
icryice.  This  principle,  therefore,  prevents  a  ^— »— ' 
thouiand^r<3^ff<7/embarraninents,  by  which 
they  are  oontinually  harrafled,  who  a6l  from 
a  lefs,  generous  motive ;  ai^d  who  require  it  to 
be  clearly  aicertained  to  them,  that  any  gra- 
tification or  worldly  compliance,  which  may 
be  in  question,  is  beyond  the  allowed  boun- 
dary line  of  Chriftian  pradlice  *.     I'M!  prin- 
ciple regulates  the  true  Chriftian's  choice  of 
companions  and  friends,  where  he  is  at  li- 
berty to  make  an  option;  ihU  fills  him  with 
the  ddlre  of  promoting  the  temporal  wtlfarc 
of  all  around  him,  and  ilill  more,  with  pity 

*  **  Neither  will  I  offer  bumt-ofierlngs  unto  the  Lord  my 
** God,"  (fays  David)  "of  that  iirfiich  doth  coft  mc  no- 
**  thing."  2  Sam.  xxir.  24. 

«  They"  (the  Apoftles)  «  departed  from  the  prefcncc  of 
«  the  council,  rejoicing  that  tiiey  were  counted  wonhy  to 
**  fufierfhamc  for  the  name  of  Jefus."  A^  v.  41.  See  alio 
I  Their,  i.  6.  Heb.x.  34.  Junes  i.  2.  i  Peter  iv.  13,  14. 

Sudi  are  tbe  marks  exhibited  in  Scripture  of  a  true  love 
to  God:  and  dtou^  our  regard  for  our  common  Lord  is  not 
put  to  die  &me  levere  te((,  as  that  of  the  Apoftlet  and  firft 
Cbriftians  was;  yet,  if  th^  fiune  principle  exifted  in  us  alio, 
it  would  lurely  dirpofe  us  to  aA  in  the  fpirit  of  that  con- 
duS ;  and  prmnpt  us  rather  to  be  willing  to  exceed  in 
felf-denials  and  labours  for  Chrid's  (alee,  than  to  be 
Jo  forward  as  we  are  to  complain,  whenever  we  are  called 
upon  to  perform  or  to  ablhitn  from  any  thing,  though 
io»n  iaftaoce  ever  To  little  coiitr.tfy  to  our  inclinations. 

and  . 
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and  love,  and  anxious  folicitude  for  their  ipl- 
VII.  ritual  happinefs,  IndifFerence  mdeed  in  this 
"'  ^  rcipe^  is  one  of  the  fureft  figns  of  a  low  or 
declining  ftate  in  Religion.  T'ti/r  animating 
principle,  it  is,  which  in  the  true  Chriftuin's 
happier  hour  jnlpirits  his  devotions,  and  caufes 
him  to  delight  in  the  worihip  of  God ;  which 
fiUs  him  with  confolation,  and  peace,  and 
gladnefs,  and  lometimes  even  enables  him 
*•  to  rejoice  with  joy  unipeakable  and  full  of 
••  glory." 

But  this  world  is  not  his  refting  place  r 
here,  to  the  very  laft,  he  muft  be  a  pilgrim 
and  a  ftranger ;  a  foldier,  whofe  warfare 
ends  only  with  life,  ever  ftruggling  and 
combating  with  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and 
with  the  temptations  of  the  world  around 
him,  and  the  ftill  more  dangerous  hoitilities 
of  internal  depravity.  The  perpetual  vicif- 
litudes  of  this  uncertain  ftate,  the  peculiar 
trials  and  difficulties  with  which  the  .life  of 
a  Chriftian  is  chequered,  and  ftill  more,  the 
painful  and  humiliating  remembrance  of  his 
own  infirmities,  teach  him  to  look  forward, 
almoft  with  outftretched  nCck,  to  that  jk-o- 
mifed  day,  when  he  fiiall  be  completely  de- 
livered from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and 
forrow  and  fighing  ihiil  flee  away.  In  the 
anticipation 
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anticipation  of  that  blefled  period,- and  com-  abct. 
paring  this  churlifh  and  turbulent  wqrld,  ''• 
where  competition,  and  envy,  and  anger,  and 
revenge,  fo  vex  and  agitate  the  Ions  of  men, 
with  that  'blifeful  region  where  Love  ihaU 
reign  without  diihirbance,  and  where  all  be- 
ing knit  t<^ether  iu  bonds  of  indiHi^ublc 
friend0iip,  ihall  unit«  iu  oae  harmonious 
fong  of  praise  to  the  Autlior  of  their  commoa 
happinels,  the  true  Chriftian  triumphs  over 
the  fear  of  death :  he  longs  to  realize  the& 
cheering  images,  and  to  obtain  admifli<m  into 
that  bldled  company. — With  far  more  juftice 
than  it  was  originally  ufed,  he  may  adopt 
the  beautiful  exckmation — "  O  prscclarum 
**  ilium  diem,  cum  ad  illud  divinum  animo- 
**  rum  concilium  coetumijuc  proficifcar,  atque 
**  ex  hac  turba  et  colluvione  difcedam  V 

What  has  been  now  remarked,  concern-  Ptuomt 
ing  the  habitual  feelings  of  the  real  believer,  jeai«i,ite 
may  fuggeft  a  reply  to  an  objeftion  common  juu|^. 
in  the  mouths  of  nominal  Chjriftians,  that  we  g^j^ 
would  deny  men  the  innocent  amulemcnts 
and  gratifications  of  life;  thus  caufing  our 
Religion  to  wear  a  gloomy  forbidding  afj>ed, 
inflead  of  her  true  and  natural  face  of  cheer- 
julnefs  and  joy.  This  is  a  charge  of  fo  Icri- 
ous  a  uature,  that  although  it  lead  into  a  dl- 
greffion 
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CHAP,    greflion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  fbme 
^_JJ^  notice  of  it. 

.  In  the  6r(l  place.  Religion  prohibits  no 
amufement  or  gratification  which  is  re^bf 
innocent.  The  queftion,  however,  of  its 
innocence,  muft  not  be  tried  by  the  loofe 
oyucims  of  worldly  nv>raUty*  but  by  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  injun£hons  of  tne  word  of  God; 
and  by  the  indulgence  being  conformable  or 
not  conformable  to  the  genius  of  Chnftianitv, 
and  to  the  tempers  and  diipoHtions  of  mind 
enjoined  on  its  profeifor^.  There  can  be  no 
diipute  concerning  the  true  end  of  recrea- 
tions. They  are  intended  to  reiVefli  our  cx- 
haufted  bodily  or  mental  powers,  and  to 
reftore  us,  with  renewed  vigour,  to  the  more 
ferious  occupations  of  life.  Whatever,  there- 
fore, fatigues  either  body  or  mind,  inftead  of 
rcfrefliing  them,  is  not  fitted  to  aniwer  the 
defigned  purpofe.  Whatever  confumes  more 
time,  or  money,  or  thought,  than  it  4s  expe- 
dient (I  might  fay  necejfary)  to  allot  to  mere 
amufement,  can  hardly  be  approved  by  any 
one,  who  confiders  thefe  talents  as  precious 
depofits,  for  the  expenditure  of  which  he  will 
have  to  give  account.  Whatever  diredUy  or 
indircSly  muft  be  likely  to  injure  the  wel&rc 
of  a  fellow-crcatur^  can  fcarcely  be  a  fuit^^ 
recreatiw 
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9ect^eatioH  for  a  Ghriftiarij  who  is  "  to  love  his  sect. 
^*  neighbour  ^himfelf;'*  or  a  very  coufiftent  /  ^*  _, 
'dherfion  for  any  one;-  the  bufineft  of  whofe  ^'^''^ 
life  is  to  diffufe  happinefs; 

But  does  a  Cbriftian  Hever  relax  ?  Let  us 
not  ib  wrong  and  vilify  the  bounty,  of  Pro- 
vidence} as  to  allow  for  a  moment  that  the 
fources  of  inntJcent  amufement  are  fo  rare, 
fchat  men  muft  be  driven}  almoft  by  conftrainti 
to  fuch  as  arc  of  a  doubtful  quality.  On  the 
contrary,  fuch  has  been  the  Creator's  good- 
nefs",  that  almoft  every  one,  both  of  our  phy- 
lical,  and  inteUefhial}  and  moral  faculties  (and 
the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  whole  creation 
which  we  fee  around  us)  is  not  only  calculated 
to  anfwer  the  proper  end  of  its  being,  by  its 
^fubferviehcy  to  fome  purpole  of  folid  ufeful- 
hefs,  but  to  be  the  inftrument  of  adminifter- 
ing  pleafure; 

Not  content 
With  every  food  of  life  to  nouiifh  nan. 
Thou  mak'fl  all  nature  beauty  to  his  eye 
Arid  muiic  to  his  ear. 

Dur  Makef  alfb,  in  his  klndnefs,  has  fo  con- 
ftrufted  usi  that  even  mere  viciffitude  is 
grateful  and  rcfrefhing  —  a  confideration 
which  (hould  prompt  us  often  to  feek^  from  a 
H  h  prudent 
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CHAP,    prudent  variation. oi  ufeful purfuitSi  that  re- 
^^^^     creation,  for  which  we  are  apt  to  reibrt  to 
what  is    altogether   unprodudive    and   un- 
fruitful. 

Yet  rich  and  multiplied  arc  the  fprings 
.of  innocent  relaxation.  The  Chriftian  re- 
laxes in  the  temperate  ufe  of  all  the  gifts  oi 
Providence.  Imagination,  and  taAe,  and  ge- 
nius, and  the  beauties  of  creation,  and  the 
works  of  art,  lie  open  to  him.  He  relaxes 
in  the  feaft  of  reafou,  in  the  intercouries  of 
fociety,  in  the  fweets  of  friendilup,  in  the  en- 
dearments of  love,  in  the  exercife  of  hope, 
of  con6dence,  of  joy,  (^gratitude,  of  univer- 
fal  good  will,  of  all  the  benevolent  and  gene- 
rous affeflions;  which,  by  the  gracious  ap- 
jwintroent  of  our  Creator,  while  they  diiin- 
tcrcftedly  intend  only  bappinefs  to  others,  arc 
moft  liirely  produftive  to  ourlelves  of  compla- 
cency and  peace.  O !  little  do  they  know  of 
the  true  meafure  of  enjoyment,  who  can  com- 
pare thefe  delightful  complacencies  with  the 
frivolous  plcalures  of  diifipation,  or  the  coarfe 
gratifications  of  fenfuality.  It  is  no  wonder, 
however,  that  the  nominal  ChriAian  ihould 
ielu6lantly  give  up,  one  by  one,  the  pleafures 
of  the  world;  and  look  back  upon  tbem»  when 
rclinqujihcd,  with  eyes  of  wiftfulnefe  and  re- 
gret: 
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gret:   becauie  he  knows  not  the  ^eetnefi  of  sbciv 
the  delights  with  which  true  Chliftianity  re-       '• 
pays  thoie  trifling  iacrificcs^  and  is  greatly 
unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  plea^t* 
nels  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  ways  of  Re* 
ligion. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  when  any  one,  who 
has  long  been  going  on  in  the  grofi  and  un* 
reftrained  prance  of  vice,  is  checked  in  his 
career,  and  enters  at  firft  on .  a  religious 
courle,  he  has  much  to  undergo.  Fear,  guilt, 
remorie,  ihame,  and  various  other  paflions, 
Arug^le  and  conflid  within  him.  His  ap- 
petites are  clamorous  for  their  accuAomed 
gratification,  and  inveterate  habits  are  icarce- 
ly  to  be  denied.  He  is  weighed  down  by  a 
load  of  guilt,  and  almoft  overwhelmed  by 
the  lenle  of  bis  unworthine^.  But  all  this 
ought  in  fairnefs  to  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  his  pad  fins,  and  not  to  that  of  his 
pre&nt  repentance.  |t  rarely  happens,  how- 
ever, that  this  ftatc  of  fufferiiig  continues 
very  long.  When  the  mental  gloom  is  the 
blackeft,  a  ray  of  heavenly  light  occafionally 
breaks  in,  and  fuggefts  the  hope  of  better 
days.  Even  in  this  life  it  commonly  holds 
true,  "  They  that  ibw  in  tears  ihall  reap  ia 
"joy." 

Hh  2  NSITHSR, 
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CHAP.  Neither,  when  we  maintain,  that  thfi 
VII.      ways  of  Religion  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 

^"^^  do  we  mean  to  deny  that  the  Chriftiau'Rinter- 
nal  ftate  is,  through  the  whole  of  his  life,  a 
'  ftate  of  difcipluie  and  warfare.  Several  of 
the  caufes  which  contribute  to  render  it 
fuch  have  been  already  pointed  out,  together 
with  the  workings  of  his  mind  in  relation 
to  them:  but  if  he  has  folicitudes  and 
griefs  peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  has  "  joys 
**  alio  with  which  a  ftranger  intermeddles 
«  not." 

**  Drink  deep,"  however,  -*'  or  tafte  not,*' 
is  a  dtre£lion  full  as  applicable  to  Religiony 
if  we  would  find  it  a  Iburce  of  pleafure,  as 
it  is  to  knowledge.  A  little  Religion  is,  it 
mufl  be'  confefled,  apt  to  make  men  gloomv, 
as  a  little  knowledge  to  render  them  vain  : 
hence  the  unjuft'  imputation  often-  brought 
upon  Religion  by  thofe,  whole  (ie<Tiee  of 
Religion  is  juft  fufficient,  i>y  condemning 
their  courfe  of  condu<?i:,  to  render  them  un- 
eafy;  enough  merely  to  impair  tlii  fweetnefs 
of  the  pleaiurcs  of  (in,  and  not  enough  ta 
compeniate  for  the  relinquilhment  of  them 
by  its  own  peculiar  coniforts.  'I'liiis  thefe 
men  bring  up,^as  it  were,  an  ill  repbrt  of 
'  that  land  of  proraife,  which,  in  truth,  abamids 

with 
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-  with  whatever,  in  our  journey  through  hfe,    sect. 
can  bcft  rcfrelh  and  ftreiigthen  us.  *• 

We  have  enumerated  Ibme  fources  of 
pleafure  which  men  of  the  world  may  un- 
deriland,  and  muft  acknowledge  to  belong 
to  the  true  Chriftian  ;  but  there  are  others, 
and  thofe  of  a  ftill  higher  clafs,  to  which 
they  muft  confefs  themlelves  ftrangers.  To 
fay  nothing  of  a  qualified,  I  dare  not  lay  an 
entire,  exemption  from  thofe  diftrafting  paf- 
iions  and  corroding  cares,  by  which  he  muft 
naturally  be  harafled,  whole  treafure  is  with- 
in the  reach  of  mortal  accidents;  there  is  the 
humble  quiet-giving  hope  of  being  reconciled 
to  God,  and  of  enjoying  his  favour;  with  that 
folid  peace  of  mind,  which  the  world  can 
neither  gi\e  nor  take  away,  which  refults  from 
a  firm  confidence  in  the  infinite  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  God,  and  in  the  uncealing  care 
and  kindnefs  of  a  gracious  Saviour :  and  there 
is  the  perfuafion  of  the  truth  of  the  divine 
aflurance,  that  all  things  fliall  work  together 
for  go6d. 

When  thepulle  indeed  beats  high,  and  wc 

are  fluftied  with  youth,  and  health,  and  vi,. 

gour;  when  all  goes  on  profpcroufly,  and  iucx 

pef§  fecms  ahnoft  to  anticipate  our  wiftif  s  i 

H  h  3  then 
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CHAP,  then  we  feel  not  the  want  of  the  con&U- 
^"V^  tions  of  Religion  :  but  when  fortune  frowns, 
or  friends  forfake  us ;  when  Ibrrow,  or  iick- 
ne&,  or  old  age,  comes  upon  us,  then  it  is, 
that  the  fuperiority  of  the  pleafiires  of  ReU> 
gion  is  eAabIi£hed  over  thofe  of  diflipati<Mi 
and  vanity,  which  arc  ever  apt  to  fly  frwn  us 
when  we  are  moft  in  want  of  thnr  aid. 
There  is  icarcely  a  more  melancholy  fight 
'  to  a  confiderate  mind,  than  that  of  an  old  man, 
who  is  a  ftranger  to  thofe  only  true  fources  of 
jatisfaflion.  How  affefling,  and  at  the  fame 
time  how  diigufting,  is  it  to  fee  fiich  an  one 
awkwardly  catching  at  the  pleafures  of  his 
younger  years,  which  are  now  beyond  his 
reach  ;  or  feebly  attempting  to  retain  them, 
while  they  mock  his  endeavours  and  elude 
his  grafp !  To  fuch  an  one,  gloomily  indeed 
does  the  evening  of  life  fet  in  !  All  is  four 
and  cheerleis.  He  can  neither  look  backward 
with  complacency  nor  forward  with  hope  : 
while  the  aged  Chriftian,  relying  on  the  af. 
fured  meft:y  of  his  Redeemer,  can  calmly 
refledl  that  his  difmiflion  is  at  hand ;  that  his 
redemption  draweth  nigh :  while  his  ftrength 
declines,  and  his  faculties  decay,  he  can 
quietly  repole  himfelf  on  the  fidelity  of  God : 
and  at  the  \ny  entrance  of  the  valley  of  the 
ihadow  of  death,  he  can  lift  up  an  eye,  dim, 
9  perhaps, 
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perhaps,  and  feeble,  yet  occafionally  ipark- 
ling  with  hope,  and  confidently  looking  for- 
ward to  the  near  pofleffion  of  his  heavenly 
inheritance,  "  to  thole  joys  which  eye  hath 
"  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it 
**  entered  into  the  heart  of  nran  to  cod- 


Never  were  there  times  which  inculcated 
more  forcibly,  than  thole  in  which  we  live, 
the  wifilomof  feeking  a  hi4>pinels  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  viciflitudes.  What  ilriking 
leflbns  have  we  had  of  the  precarious  tenure 
of  all  iublunary  pol!el!ions  !  Wealth,  and 
power,  and  prolperity,  how  peculiarly  tranfi- 
tory  and  uncertain  1  But  Religion  dilpenles 
her  choicell  cordials  in  the  lealbns  of  exi-- 
gcnce,  in  poverty,  in  exile,  in  licknels,  and  in 
death.  The  cffential  fupcriority  of  that  fup- 
portwhich  is  derived fromReligion  is  lefs  felt, 
at  leafl  it  is  lefs  apparent,  when  the  Chrif- 
tian  is  in  full  polTdlion  of  riches,  and  Iplen* 
dour,  and  rank,  and  all  the  gifts  of  nature  and 
fortune.  But  when  all  thefe  are  (wept  awa^ 
by  the  rude  hand  of  time,  or  the  rough 
blaAs  of  adveriity,  the  true  Christian  ftands, 
like  the  glory  of  the  fbreft,  trcSt  and  vigo* 
reus  ;  flripped  indeed  of  his  fummer  ftdiage, 
but  more  than  ever  di&overin^  to  the  ob- 
Hh  4  ^m 
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OH  A  P.  fepviiig  eye  the  folid*  ftrength  of  his  fubftaiK 
^"'      tial  texture  ; 

Pondere  fixa  luo  eft,  nudoTquc  pa  aera  lamos 
AttoUei^  tnincq  nop  frQiidibus  ?fiot  urobrapi. 

Sect.  II, 

Advice  toftme  who  profefs  their  full.  AJfent  /^ 
the  fundamental  Dq^nnes  of  the  Go/pel, 

» I  c  T.  IN  a  former  chapter  we  largely  infifted  oa 
II-       what  may  be  termed  the  fundamental  prac- 

^"""'"^  tical  error-  of  the  bulk  of  profeffed  ChriA 
tiaiis  ill  our  days  ]  their-  either  overlooking 
or  mifconceiving  the  peculiar  method,  which 
the  Gofpel  has  providQ4  ^^r  the  renovation 
of  our  cornipted  nature,  and  for  the  attain-: 
ment  of  every  Chriftian  grace. 

But  there  are  miftakes  on  the  right  hand, 
and  on  the  left ;  and  our  gei^eral  pronenels, 
when  we  are  flying  from  pne  extreme  to  run 
into  an  oppofite  error,  renders  it  necclTary 
to  fuperadd  another  admonition,  The  gene- 
rally prevailing  error  of  the  prefent  day, 
indeed,  is  that  fundamental  ,one  which  was( 
formerly  pointed  out.  But  while  we  attend, 
in  the  firil  place,  to  this;  and,  on  the  w^- 
rant  both  of  Scripture  and  experience,  pre- 
fcribe  hearty  repentance  and  lively  faith, 
lA  the  only  foundation  of  all  true  holi- 
nefs; 
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^efg  ;  we  mufl  at  the  £ime  time  guard  againft 
a  pra£lical  miilake  of  another  kind.  They 
vho,  with  penitent  hearts,  have  humbled 
themfelves  before  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  and 
who,  pleading  his  merits  as  their  only 
ground  of  pardon  and  .acceptance  with  God, 
have  relblved  henceforth,  through  the  help 
of  his  Spirit,  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of 
righteoufiiefs,  are  fometimes  apt  to  conduft 
themfelves  as  if  they  conlidered  their  work 
as  now  done  j  or  at  leaft  as  if  this  were  the 
whole  they  had  to  do,  as  often,  as,  by  falling 
afreOi  into  fin,  another  afl  of  repentance  and 
faith,  may  feem  to  have  become  neceflary. 
There  are  not  a  few  in  our  relaxed  age,  who 
thus  fatisfy  themfelves  with  what  may  be 
termed ^«»rr«/Chriftianity  ;  who  (cclgewral 
penitence  and  humihation  from  a  fenfe  of 
their  iinftilneis  in  general^  and  general  defires 
of  univcrfal  hoUnefs ;  but  who  neglefl  that 
vigilant  and  jealous  care,  with'  which  they 
ihould  labour  to  extirpate  every  particular, 
corruption,  by  ftudying  its  nature,  its  root,  its 
ramifications,  and  thus  becoming  acquainted 
with  its  fecret  movements,  with  the  means 
whereby  it  gains  flrength,  and  with  the  moft 
effefbal  methods  of  refilling  it.  In  like 
maimer,  they  are  far  from  ftriving  with  per- 
^ering  alacrity  for  the  acquifition  and  imr 
provement 
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,  provement  of  every  Chriftian  grace.  Nor 
is  it  unuliial  for  minifters,  who  preach  the 
truths  of  the  Gofpel  with  fidelity,  ability, 
and  fuccefs,  to  be  themfelves  alio  liable  to 
the  charge  of  dwelling  altogether  in  their 
inftru£tions  on  this  generai  Religion  :  inftead 
of  tracing  and  laying  open  all  the  fecret  mo- 
tions of  inward  corruption,  and  inftruding 
their  hearers  how  heft  to  condu^  themfelves 
in  every  diftin^  part  of  the  Chriftian  war- 
fare ;  how  bcft  to  ftrive  againft  each  parti- 
cular vice,  and  to  cultivate  each  grace  of  the 
Chriftian  chara^er.  Hence  it  is,  that  in 
too  many  perfons,  concerning  the  fincerity  of 
whofe  general  profeflions  of  Religion  we 
jhould  be  ibrry  to  entertain  a  doubt,  we  yet  fee 
little  progrels  made  in  the  regulation  of  their 
tempers,  in  the.  improvement  of  their  time, 
in  the  reform  of  their  plan  of  lii«,  or  in  aU- 
lity  to  rdift  the  temptation  to  which  they  are 
paiticularly  expofedb  They  will  confeis 
theinfelves,  in  general  terms,  to  be  "  miferabic 
finnen ."  this  is  a  tenet  of  their  creed,  and 
they  feel  even  proud  in  avowing  it.  They 
will  occalionally  alio  lament  particular  fail- 
ings :  but  this  confeilion  is  Sometimes  obvi- 
Gufly  made,  in  order  to  draw  forth  a  com- 
pliment for  the  very  oppofite  virtue :  and 
U'here  this  is  not  the  cafe,  it  is  often  not 
difficult 
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difficult  to  dete6i,  under  this  falfe  guile  of 
contrition,  a  fecret  felf-complaccncy,  aris- 
ing from  the  raanifeflations  which  thej  have 
afforded  of  their  acuteuefs  or  candour  indif- 
covering  the  infirmity  in  queftion,  or  of 
their  franknefs  or  humility  in  acknowledg- 
ing it.  This  will  fcarcely  feem  an  illiberal 
fulpicion  to  any  one,  who  either  watches 
the  workings  of  his  own  heart,  or  who  ol>- 
ferves,  that  the  faults  confefTed  in  theie  in- 
ftances  are  very  ieldom  thole,  with  whidi 
the  perfon  is  moft  clearly  and  ^ong^y 
chargeable. 

ff^e  muji  plainly  warn  thefe  men,  and  the 
coi^ideratioQ  is  ferioufly  prefTed  on  their 
inArudors  alio,  iiat  they  are  m  danger  ofJe^ 
cehing  themfehes.  Let  tkem  beware  leji  they 
he  nommal  CkriJHans  of  another  fort.  Thefe 
perlbns  require  to  be  reminded,  that  there 
is  no  Jhrt  compendious  method  of  kolinefs  ; 
but  that  it  mull  be  the  bulinefs  of  their 
whole  lives  to  grow  in  grace,  and  continually 
adding  one  virtue  to  another,  as. far  as  may 
be,  **  to  go  on  towards  perfeflion."  **  He 
"  only  that  doeth  righteoufiiefs  is  righteous.** 
Unlefe  "  they  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spi- 
"  rit,"  they  can  have  no  lufEcient  evidence 
that  they  have  received  that "  Spirit  of  Chrift," 
•*  without 
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CH  A».  **  without  which  they  are  none  of  his."  But 
^^^  where,  on  the  whole,  our  unwiUingnefi  to 
pais  an  un^vourable  judgement  may  lead  us 
to  indulge  a  hope,  that  **  the  root  of  the  mat- 
*♦  ter  is  found  in  them;"  yet  we  muft  atlcaft 
declare  to  them,  that  inflead  of  adorning  the 
dodrine  of  Chrift,  they  diiparage  and  dif- 
credit  it.  The  world  fees  not  their  fccret 
humiliatimi,  nor  the  exercifes  of  their  clofets, 
but  it  is  acute  in  difceriiing  practical  weak- 
nefles :  and  if  it  obfervc  that  they  have  the 
iamc  eagernefs  in  the  .purfuit  qf  we^th  or 
ambition,  the  lame  vain  taile  for  ofteutatioB 
and  dilplay,  the  iame  ungoverned  tempers, 
which  arc  found  in  the  gcnen^lity  of  man- 
kind ;  it  will  treat  with  contempt  their  pre- 
tences to  fuperior  fanfHty  and  indifference 
to  worldly  things,  and  will  be  hardened  in 
its  prejudices  againft  the  only  mode,  which 
God  has  provided  for  our  elcaping  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  obtaining  eternal  hap? 
pinci^, 

Let  him  then,  who  would  ba  indeed 
a  Chriftian,  watch  over  his  ways  and  over 
his  heart  with  unceafmg  circumlpefliou. 
Let  him  endeavour  to  learn,  both  from  men 
fui(l  books,  particularly  from  tjie  hves  of 
epinenl 
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erfiinent  Chriftians  (a),  what  methods  have  s  e  c  t; 
been  aftually  found  rtoft  effeftual  for  the  if. 
conqueft  of  every  particular  vice,  and  for  irri- 
provement  in  every  branch  of  holinefs.  Thus 
ftudying  his  oWn  chara6ter,  and  obferving 
the  moft  fecret  workings  of  his  own  mind, 
and  of  our  common  nature;  the  knowledge 
which  he  will  acquire  of  the  human  heart 
in  general,  and  efpecially  of  his  own,  will 
be  of  the  htgheil  utility,  in  enabling  him  to 
avoid  or  to  guard  againft  the  occafions  of 
evil :  and  it  will  alio  tend,  above  all  things,  to 
the  growth  of -humility,  and  to  the  main- 
tenance of  that  Ibbriety  of  fpirlt  and  tender- 
nefs  of  confcience,  which  are  eminently 
chara6teriftic  of  the  true  Chriftian.  It  is  by 
this  unceafing  diligence,  as  the  Apoftle  de- 
clares, that  the  fervants  of  Chrift  muft  make 
(a)  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  a  few  ufcful  publica- 
tions of  this  fort.  Walton's  Lives,  particularly  the  laft 
edition  by  Mr.  Zouch^  Gilpin's  Lives  v  the  Lives  of  Biffaop 
Bedell  and  Biflwp  Bull ;  of  Archbiftop  Ulher  ;  Fell's  Life 
ef  Hammond  ;  Archdeacon  Hamilton's  Life  of  Mr.  Bonnel, 
Accomp^ncGeneral  of  Ireland,  recommended  by  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Dublin,  the  BiOiops  of  Meath,  Dcrry,  Limerick, 
Clogher,  andDownei  fome  extracts  from  Bumet  (tf  the 
Life  of  the  incompantblcLeighton,  prcRxcd  to  a  volume  of 
the  latter's  Sermons ;  Paflages  of  the  Life  of  I^ord  Rochefter, 
by  Burnet  i  the  Life  of  Sir  Matthew  Halej  of  the  excel- 
lent Doddridge,  by  Orton ;  of  Henry,  licher  suid  Ton;  of 
Mather;  of  Halyburtonj  Hamfbn's  vtA  Whitehead's  Life  of 
Wefley  j  Life  of  Baxter,  by  himfcif,  &c.  5cc.  &c. 

their 
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tlwir  caUing  lure.  Their  labour  will  not  be 
viu  thrown  away ;  for  "  an  entrance  (hall"  at 
■  ^'      length  "  be  mioiftered  unto  them  abundantly, 

*'  into  the  everlafling  kingdom  of  our  Lord 

'*'  and  Saviour  Jefiis  Chrift>** 


Sect.  III. 

Bri^  Objervaiiotu  addreffed  to  Sceptic  t  and 
Unitarians* 

THERE  is  another  clafs  of  men,  an  in- 
,  creafing  clali,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  this  coun- 
try, that  of  abfolute  unbelievers,  with  which 
this  little  work  has  properly  no  ccmcem : 
but  maythe  writer,  fincerely  pitying  their 
,  melancholy  ll^ate,  be  permitted  to  alk  them 
one  plain  queftlon?  If  Chriftianity  be  not  in 
their  eftimation  true,  yet  is  there  not  at  leaft 
a  prefumptioii  in  its  favour,  fufHclent  to  en- 
title it  to  a  ferious  examination ;  from  its  hav- 
ing been  embraced,  and  that  riot  blindly  and 
implicitly,  but  upon  full  inquiry  and  deep 
confideration,  by  Bacon,  and  Milton,  and 
Locke,  and  Newton,  and  much  the  greater 
p&rt  of  thofe,  who,  by  the  reach  of  their  un- 
derfhtndings,  or  the  extent  of  their  know- 
ledge, arxj  by  the  freedom  too  of  thcii'  minds, 
and. 
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and  their  daring  to  combat  exiiling  pre-  sect. 
Judices,  have  called  forth  the  re(pe6l  and  ad-  in. 
miration  of  mankind  ?  It  might  be  deemed  ^-^^"^ 
Icarcely  fair  to  infift  on  Churchmen,  though 
ibme  of  them  are  among  the  greateft  names 
this  country  has  ever  known.  Can  the  fcep- 
tic  in  general  fay  with  truth,  that '  he  has 
either  profecuted  an  examination  into  the 
evidencies  of  Revelation  at  all,  or  at  leaft 
with  a  feriotjfnels  and  diligence  in  any  de- 
gree proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubje^ }  The  £a.&  is,  and  it  is  a  fad  which 
redounds  to  the  honour  of  ChriHianity,  that 
infidelity  is  not  the  refult  of  fober  inquiry 
and  deliberate  preference.  It  is  rather  the 
flow  production  of  a  carelefs  and  irreligious 
life,  operating  together  with  prejudices  and 
erroneous  conceptions,  concerning  the  nature 
of  the  leading  do^rines  and  fundamental 
tenets  of  Chriftianity. 

Take  the  cafe  of  young  men  of  condition,  Progrrfu* 
bred  up  by  what  we  have   termed  nominal  '* 

Chriftians.  When  children,  they  are  carried 
to  church,  and  thence  they  become  ac- 
quainted with  fuch  parts  of  Scripture  as  are 
contained  in  our  public  fervice.  If  their 
parents  preferve  ftill  more  of  the  cuftoms  of 
better  times  they  are  taught  their  Catechiim, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  furnithed  with  a  little. farther  religioiii 
▼'»-  knowledge;  After  a  while*  they  go  from 
^  under  the  eyes  of  theif  parents  ;  they  enter 
into  the  world,  and  move  forward  in  the 
path  of  life,  whatever  it  may  be*  which  has 
been  afiigiied  to  themi  They  yield  to  the 
tcmjitations  which  aflail  themj  and  becorhei 
more  or  lefs,  diflipated  and  licentious.  At 
leaft:  they  negle6l  to  look  into  their  Bible ; 
they  do  not  enlarge  the  fphereof  their  religi- 
ous acquifitions ;  they  do  not  even  endeavour, 
by  reflection  and  ftudy,  to  turn  into  what 
may  deferve  the  iiame  of  knowledge  and  ra- 
tional conviflionj  the  opinions  which,  in  their 
childhoodi  they  had  taken  on  trufti 

They  travel,  perhaps,  intd  foreign  coun- 
^  tries  I  a  proceeding  which  naturally  tends  to 
wcEtken  their  nuriery  prejudice  in  favour  of 
the  Religion  in  which  they  were  bred*  and  by 
removing  them  from  all  means  of  public  wor- 
ffiip,  to  relax  their  pra^ical  habits  of  Re- 
ligion. They  return  home*  and  commonly 
are  either  hurried  round  in  the  vortex  of  dif- 
fipation,  or  eiigage  with  the  ardour  of  youtli- 
fiil  minds  in  fome  public  or  profeflional  pur- 
fuit.  If  they  read  or  hear  any  thing  about 
Chriftianity,  it  is  commonly  only  about  thofc 
tenets  which  are  &bje£k  of  contro\'eriy :  ani 
what 
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what  reaches  their  ears  of  the  Bible,  from 
their  occafional  attendance  at  church ;  though 
it  may  fbmetimes  imprefs  them  with  an  idea 
of  the  purity  of  Chriftian  morality,  contains 
much  which,  coming  thus  detached,  perplexes 
and  offends  them,  and  fuggefls  various  doubts 
tUid  flattling  objedious,  which  a  farther  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Scripture  would  rentove. 
Thus  growing  more  and  more  to  know  Chrif- 
tianity  only  by  the  difficulties  it  contains ; 
fi)metimes  tempted  by  the  ambition  of  {hew- 
ing themlelves -iuperior  to  vulgar  prejudice, 
and  always  prompted  by  the  natural  pride  of 
the  human  heart  to  eaft  off  their  fubjedion  'to 
dogmas  impofed  on  them.;  difgufled,  perhaps, 
by  the  immoral  lives  of  fomc  profefled  Chrif- 
tians,  by  the  weaknefTes  and  abfurdities  of 
others,  and  by  what  they  obferve  to  be  the 
implicit  belief  of  numbers,  whom  they  fee 
and  know  to  be  equally  ignorant  with  them- 
felves,  many  doubts  and  fuipicions  of  greater 
or  leis  extent  fpring  up  within  them.  Thcfc 
doubts  enter  into  the  initid  at  firfl  almofl  im- 
perceptibly :  they  e?dft  only  as  vague  indif- 
tirift  fiirmiles,  and  by  uo  means  take  the 
precife  ihape  or  the  flibftance  of  a  formed 
opinion.  At  firft,  probably,  they  even  of- 
fend and  ftartle  by  their  intrufion :  but  by 
degrees  the  unpleafant  fenfations  which  they 
I  i  once 
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CHAP,  once  excited  wearoiF:  the  mind  grows  more 
/^"*  familiar  with  them.  A  confufed  fenfe  (for 
fuch  it  is,  rather  than  a  formed  idea)  of  its 
being  defirable  that  their  doubts  fliould  prove 
well  founded,  and  of  the  comfort  and  en- 
largement which  would  be  afforded  by  that 
proof,  lends  them  much  fccret  aid.  The  im- 
preffion  becomes  deeper  ;  not  in  conlequence 
of  being  reinfoiced  by  frefli  arguments,  but 
merely  by  dint  of  having  longer  rc(ked  in  the 
mind  ;  and  as  they  increale  in  force,  they 
creep  on  and  extend  themfelves.  At  length 
they  diffufe  tliemfelves  over  the  whole  of  Re- 
ligion, and  pofle^  the  mind  in  undiAtirl)ed 
occupancy. 

It  is  by  no  means  meant  that  this  is  uni- 
verlally  the  procefs.  But,  (peaking  generally, 
this  might  be  termed,  j>erhaps  not  unjuftly, 
the  nature/  Ai^ory  of'fccpticifra.  It  approves 
itielf  to  the  experience  of  thofe  who  have  witli 
any  c^e  watched  the  progrcfi  of  infidelity  in 
perfons  around  them  ;  and  it  is  confirmed  by 
the  written  lives  of  ibme  of  the  rooft  eminent 
unbelievers.  It  is  curious  to  read  their  own 
accounts  of  themfelves,  the  rather  as  they  ac- 
cord fo  exaftly  with  the  refult  of  our  own 
oblervation. — We  find  that  they  once  perhaps 
gave  a  fort  of  implicit  hereditary  affent  to  the 
trutii 
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truth  of  ChrifUanity,  and  were  what^  by  a  sect, 
miichievous  perverfion  of  language,  the  world  lu. 
denominates  believers.  How  were  they  then  '"^^""^ 
awakened  from  their  fleep  of  ignorance  ?  At 
what  moinent  did  the  light  of  truth  beam  in 
upon  them,  and  diflipate  the  darknefs  in  which 
they  bad  been  involved  ?  The  period  of  their 
infidelity  is  marked  by  no  iubh  determinate 
boundary.  Reafbn,  and  thought,  and  inquiry, 
had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Having 
for  many  years  lived  carelefs  artd  irreligious 
lives,  and  anbciated  with  companions  equally 
carelels  and  irreligious ;  not  by  force  of  ftudy 
and  reflexion,  bitf  rather  by  the  lapfe  of  time, 
they  at  length  attained  to  their  infidel  matu- 
rity. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  where  any 
are  reclaimed  from  infidelity,  it  is  generally 
by  a  procels  much  more  rational  than  that 
which  has  been  here  defcribed.  Something 
awakens  them  to  reflexion.  They  examine, 
they  confidcr,  and  at  length  yield  their  affent 
to  Chriftianity  on  what  they  deem  fufficient 
grounds. 

FxoM  the  account  here  given,  it  appears 
plainly  that  infidelity  is  gwierally  the  offspring 
of  prejudice,  and  that  its  fuccefs  is  chiefly  to  - 
be  afcribed  to  the  depravity  of  the  moral 
chara^.  This  fa£t  is  confirmed  by  the  un- 
I  i  a  deniable 
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CRAP,  deniable  truth,  that  mfocietiesy  which  confift 
vn.  q(  individuals,  infidelity  is  the  natural  fruit, 
not  fb  much  of  a  ftudious  and  dilputatioos,  as 
of  a  dinipated  and  vicious  age.  It  difiiifes  iN 
felf  in  proportion  as  the  general  morals  de- 
cline ;  and  it  is  embraced  with  le&  apprehen- 
fion,  when  every  infidel  is  kept  in  Ipirits,  by 
jeeing  many  around  him  who  are  fliaring  for- 
tunes with  himfelf. 

To  any  fair  mind  this  confideration  alone 
might  be  offered,  as  fuggefting  a  ilrong  ail- 
ment againfl  infidelity,  and  in  favour  of  Re- 
velation. And  the  friends  of  Chriftianity 
might  jufHy  retort  the  charge,  which  their  op- 
ponents often  urge  with  no  little  affefbtion 
of  fuperior  wilHom  ;  that  we  implicitly  fiir- 
render  ourielves  to  the  influence  of  prejudice, 
^  inflead  of  examiningdilpaflionately  the  ground 
of  our  faith,  and  yielding  our  aflent  only  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  evidence. 

In  oftr  own  days,  when  it  is  but  too  clear 
that  infidelity  increafcs,  it  is  not  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  reafbnings  of  the  iiitidel  wri- 
ters having  been  much  fhidied,  but  from  the 
progrefs  of  luxury,  and.  the  decay  of  morals : 
and,  fo  far  as  this  increafe  may  be  traced  at 
all  to  the  works  of  fceptical  writers;  it  has 
I.  '      '  been 
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been  produced,  not  by  argument  anddifcuf-  sect. 
Hon,  but  by  farcafms  and  points  of  wit,  which  "'• 
have  operated  on  weak  minds,  or  on  nominal 
Chriftians,  by  bringing,  gradually  into  con- 
tempt, opinions  which,  in  their  cafe,  had 
only  refted  on  the  baiis  of  blind  refpc^  and 
the  prejudices  of  education.  It  may  there- 
fore be  laid  down  as  an  axiom,  that  infidelity 
is  in  general  a  difeafe  of  the  heart  more  than  of 
the  underfianding.  If  Revelation  were  aflailed 
only  by  reafon  and  argument,  it  would  have 
little  to.  fear.  The  literary  oppofcrs  of  ChriA. 
tianity,  from  Herbert  to  Hume,  have  been 
icldom  read.  They  made  fbme  ftir  in  their 
^lay  :  during  their  fpaa  of  exigence  they  were 
noily  and  noxious ;  but  like  the  locufts  of  the 
eaft,  which  for  a  while  obfcure  the  air,'  and 
deftr'oy  the  verdure,  they  were  ibon  fwept 
away  and  forgotten.  Their  very  names  would 
be  Icarcely  found,  if  Leland*ha4  not  pre- 
lerved  them  from  oblivion. 

• 
The  account  which -has  been  given,  of  tjniiuiui>. 
the  ftcret,  but  grand,  Iburce  of  infidelity, 
piay  perhaps  juftly  be  extended,  as  being 
not  feldom  true  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  who 
deny  the  fundamental  doftrincs  of  the 
Gofpel,  ' 

li  3  Iif 
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CHAP.  In  the  courfe  which  wc  lately  traced  from 
.^"'  nominal  orthodoxy  to  abfolute  infidelity,  Uni- 
tarianifm  ^aj  h  indeed,  a  fort  of  half-way 
houfe,  if  the  expreffiou  may  be  pardoned ;  a 
ftage  on  the  jourqey,  where  fometimes  a  pcr- 
fen  indeed  finally  flops,  but  where,  not  un- 
frequently,  he  only  paufes  for  a  while,  and 
ihenpurfues  his  progrcls. 

The  Unitarian  teachers  by  no  means  pro- 
fefs  to  abfolve  their  followers  from  the  un- 
bending flriflnefs  of  Chriftiaft  morality. 
They  prefcribe  the  predominant  love  of  God, 
and  an  habitual  fpirit  of  devotion  :  but  it  is 
an  uuqueftionable  faO.;  a  faft  which  tbpy 
themfelves  almoft  admit,  that  this  clafe  of 
religionifts  is  not  in  general  diftihguiflied  for 
fiiperior  purity  of  life  ;  and  ftill  left  for  that 
frame  of  mind,  which,  by  tl^e  injuli61ion  "  to 
*' be  fpiritually,  not' carnally,  minded,"  the 
word  of  God  prefcribes  to  us,  as  one  of  the 
/   • 

fa)  The  ButhoE  is  swaie,  that  he  m^y  pcrtiapt  be  cenlur- 
ed  fbr  conceding  this  terin  to  the  clafif  of  peribiu  now  it 
queftion,  fmcc  orthodox  Chriftians  equally  contend  for  the 
unityof  theDivineNamre:  and  it  perhaps  mayhardlybea 
fuflidcnt  cxcufe,' diat,  it  not  being  hisobjefl-partioubflj' 
lo  refute  the  eci:ors  of  Unitvianifm,  he  ufep  the  term  in  ie 
popular  fcnfe  rather  than  give  needlcfs  offtnce.  He  this 
guards,  however,  againfl  any  fajfo  coitfirufUon  being  drawn 
jrom  his  uTe  of  itt 
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fiireft  tefts  of  our  experiencing    the  vital    sect. 
power  of  Chriftianity.     On  the  contrary,  in       "'■ 
point  of  faft,  Uttitarianifm  feems  to  be  rcforted  ■ 
to,  not  merely  by  thofe  who  are  diigufted 
with  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Chriftianity ; 
,  but  by  thofe  alfo  who  are  feeking  a  refuge 
from  the  ftriflneis  of  her  praftical  precepts  ; 
and  who,  more  particularly,"  would  ■  efcape 
from  the  obligation  which  fhe  impofes  on  her 
adherents,  rather  to  incur  the  dreaded  charge 
of  fingularity,  than  fall  in  with  the  declining 
manners  of  a  diflipated  age. 

■  UNiTARiANisMjWhere  itmay  befuppofcd 
to  proceed  from  the  underftanding  rather  than 
from  the  heart,  is  not  urifrequently  produced 
by  a  cotifufed  idea  of  the  difficulties^  or,  as 
they  are  termed,  the  impoflibilities  which 
orthodox  Chriftianity  is  fiippolcd  to  involve.  , 
It  is  not  our  intention  to  enter  into  the  con- 
troversy {a)  I   but  it  may  not  be  improper  to 

(a)  The  authorof  this  treanfe  has,  lince  its  completion, 
peruTed  a  vwrk  entitled,  Calvinifm  and  Socinianifm  com- 
pared, hj  A.  Fuller,  &c  :  and,  without  reference  to  the 
peculiaritie*  of  Calvinifm,  he  is  happy  to  embrace  this 
o{^f>onumty  of  confeffing  die.high  obligation  which,  ii^ 
common  with  all  the  friends  of  true  Religiftn,  he  owes 
to  the  author  of  that  highly  valuable  publication  for  his 
malterly  defence  of  the  dodrines  of  Chriftianity,  and  hia 
Vute  fefi(fe)tiH>  of  ^c  oppofite  errois. 

{  i  4  make 
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CHAP,   make  one  remark  as. a  guard  to  perTons  in 

VII.      whofe  way  the  arguments  of  the  Uaitarians 

Aii'vam^-  ^^y  ^  likely  to  fall;  namely,  that  one  great 

Sw^nd   advantage  pofTefied  hy  Deifts,  and  perhaps  ia 

Uniwriin*    a  ftill  grcatcf  degree  by  Unitarians,  in  their 

ingwith     warfare  with  the  Chriftian  lyftcm,.  rcfults 

poiwMi.'     from  the  very  circamft^ccs  of  their  being 

the  aflailants.    They  urge  what  they  ftate. 

to  be  powerliil  arguments  againft  the  truth 

of  the  fundamental  do^bines  of  CHiriflianity, 

and  then  call  upon  men  to  abandon  them  as 

pofts  no  longer  tenabte.     But  they,  who  are 

diipofed  to  yield  to  this  affault,  Ihould  call  to 

mind,  that  it  has  pleafed  God  fo  to  eftabliih 

the  conftitution  of  all  things,  that  perplexing 

difficulties  and  plaufible  fibje6lions  may  be 

adduced  againil  the  moil  eilabliihed  truths; 

fuch,  &r  iiiHiance,  as  the  being  of  a  God,  and 

many  others  both  phyiical  and  moral.    Id  all. 

cafes,  therefore,  it  becomes  us,  not  on  a  par? 

tial  view  to  rejcfi:  any  propofition,  becaule  it 

is  attended  with  difficulties ;  but  to  compare 

the  difficulties  which  it  involves,  with  thofe. 

which    attend   the    alternative    propolitiou 

which  muft  be  embracfcd  on  its   rejedlion. 

We  lhoul4  put  to  the  proof  the  alternative 

.'        propofition  in  its  turn,  and  fee  whether  it  be 

not  flill  lels  tenable  than  that  which  we  are 

fuminouett 
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fummoaed  to  abandon.  In  fhort,  we  Ihould  sect. 
examine  circumfpeflly  on  all  tides ;  and  abide  lu. 
by  that  o|«nion  which,  on  carefiilly  balancing  ' 
all  conliderations,  appears  fairly  entitled  to 
our  preference.  .  Experience,  however,  will 
have  convinced  the  attentive  observer  of  tbofb 
around  him,  that  it  has  been  for  want  of 
adverting  to  this  juft  and  obvious  principle, 
that  the  Unitarians  in  particular  have  gained 
moft  of  their  profelytes  from  the  Church, 
ib  &r  as  argument  has  contributed  to  their 
fiiccefs.  If  the  Unitarians,  or  even  the  Deifts, 
were  coniidered  in  their  turn  as  mailers  of 
the  field ;  and  were  in  their  turn  attacked, 
both  by  arguments  tending  to  disprove  their 
lyftem  <Ure^y,  and  to  dilprovc  it  indireflly, 
by  fhewing  the  high  probability  of  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity,  and  of  its  leading  and  pecu- 
liar doflrincs,  it  is  moil  likely  that  they  would 
fbon  appear  wholly  unable  to  keep  their 
ground.  In  fliort,  reafoniug  fairly,  there  is 
no  medium  between  abfolute  Pyrrhonifm 
and  true  Chriftianity  :  ud  if  we  rejed  the 
latter  on  account  of  its  amenities,  we  ihall 
be  ftill  more  loudly  called  upon  to  reje^ 
every  other  fyilem  which  has  been  offered 
to  the  acceptance  of  mankind.  This  con-* 
iideration  might,  perhaps,  with  advantage  be 


L;,.^,i,zL.d,.,Google 


4$0  rXACTICAL  HINTS  TO 

CHAP,  more  attended  to  than  it  has  been,  by  thoie 
^j"  who  take  upon  them  to  vindicate  the  truth 
of  our  holy  Religion :  as  many.,  who  from 
i^confideration,  or  any  other  caule,  are  dif- 
po(ed  to  give  up  the  great  fundamentals  of 
Chriftianity,  would  be  ftartlcd  by  the  idea, 
that  on  the  fame  principle  on  which  they 
did  this,  they  muft  give  up  the  hope  of  find- 
.  ihg  any  reft  for  the  folc  of  their  foot  on  any 
ground  of  Religion,  and  not  ftop  fhort  of 
unqualified  Atheifm. 

H»ifUn.  ■  Resides  the  clafs  of  thme  who  profeflcdly 
bditrcM.  j.gjg^  ^c^■eIation,  there  is  another,  and  that 
alfo,  it  is  to  be  feared,  an  increafing  one, 
which  may  be  called  the  clais  of  half-unbe- 
Hevers,  who  are  to  be  found  in  various  de- 
grees of  approximation  to  a  ftate  of  abib- 
lute  infidelity.  The  iyftem,  if  it  deferve  the 
name,  of  thcfe  pien,  is  grofsly  irrational. 
Hearing  many  who  aflert  and  many  who 
deny  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  and  not  re- 
flc6iing  ferioufly  ,Q§ough  to  conlider  that  it 
muft  be  either  true  or  falfe,  they  take  up  a 
ftrange  fort  of  middle  opinion  of  its  quali^ed 
truth.  They  conceive  that  there  muft  be 
fbmething  in  it,  though  by  no  means  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  js  pufhed  by  orthodox 
Chriftians, 
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Chrlfiians.  They  grant  the"  reality  of  future 
punilhmenti  and'  even  that  they  thcmfelves 
caiinot  altogether  expert  to  cfcape  it ;  yet, 
**  they  truft  it  will  not  go  lo  hard  with  them 
«  as  the  chtitchmen  ftate  :"  and  though  dif- 
b^Ueving  almoft  every  material  doiSrine 
which  Chriftiaaity  contains;  yet,  e\'en  in 
their  own  minds,  they  by  no  means  conceive 
themfelves  to  be  inliftcd  under  the  banners 
of  infidelity,  or  to  have  much  caulc  for  any 
great  apprcheiifion  left  Chriftianily  ihould 
prove  true. 

But  let  thele  men  be  reminded,  that  there 
is  no  middle  way.  If  they  cafi"  be  piwailed 
on  to  look  into  their  Bible,  aud  do  not  make 
up  their  minds  abiblutely  to  reje6l  its  autho- 
rity; they  muft  admit  that  there  is  no  ground 
whatoy^r  for  this  vain  hope,  which  they  fuffcr 
themfeivcB  to  indulge,  of  elcaping  but  with  a 
flight  mcafure  of  puniihment.  Nor  let  them 
think  their  guilt  inconfiderable.  Is  it  not 
groisly  criminal  to  trifle  with  the  long-iuffer- 
ing  of  God,  todefpile  alike  his  invitations  and 
his  threatening?,  and  thp  offer  of  his  Spirit 
of  grace,  and  the  precious  blood  of  the  Re- 
deemer ?  Far  difitrent  is  the  Scripture  efti- 
matc ;  "  Hovf  ftall  we  Qlcape  if  we  ncgle^i 
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CHAP.  **  ^o  great  ialvabon?"  "  It  fliall  be  more 
vi[-  **  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  in  the 
"  daj-  of  judgemenfi,"  than  for  them,  who 
volutitarily  (hut  their  eyes  agajpft  tlmC  fiiU 
light,  which,  the  bounty  of  jKeaven  has 
poured  out  upon  ihem.  Thefe  half-imbtf- 
lieveirs  are  even  more  reprdienfible  than 
downright  Iceptics,  for  remaining  in  this 
ftate  of  careleis  uncertainty,  without  endea- 
¥Ouring  to  alcertain  the  truth  or  falfehood  of 
Fcvelation.  The  probability  which  they 
admit,  that  it  may  be  true,  impoies  on  them 
an  additional  and  an  undeniable  obligation  to 
inquiry.  But  both  to  them  and  to  decided 
fceptics  it  muft  be  pl^nly  declared,  that  they 
are  in  th^e  days  le&  excuiable  than  ever,  for 
not  looking  into  the  grounds  and  proo&  on 
which  is  reiled  the  truth  of  Christianity ;  for 
never  beftu'e  were  thefc  [ffoofs  fo  plaiitfy^ 
mid  at  fa  eafy^  a  raUy  (rflered  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  mankind.  Through  the  bounty  of 
Providence,  the  more  widely  fpreading  poi£m 
of  infidetity  has  in  our  days  been  met  with 
more  numerous  and  more  powerfid  antidotes. 
One  of  thefe  has  been  aheady  pointed  out : 
and  it  fhould  be  matter  of  farther  gratitude 
to  every  real  Chriftian,  fha't  in  the  very  place 
on  which  modern  infidelity  had  displayed  the 
ilandard 
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{^tidaird  of  viftory,  a  tvarrior  Jn  the  fervice  of  s  s  c-a 
-fieIigi(Mi,a  man  of  the  taoA  acute  dilcernment 
and  profound  refearch,  has  been  raiied  up  by 
Providence  toquell  their  triuraph/'a,^.  HewaS 
foon  tHk«i  from  us;  but  h^pily  for  him  enA 
for  ourfelveS}  not  till  he  had  announced,  dut^ 
like  the  Magi  of  <^d,  he  bad  ieen  the  ftar  of 
Chrifl  in  the  Eaft,  and  had  fallen  down  and 
woiihipped  him.  Another  fhoold  be  men^- 
tioned  widl  hbnour,  who  is  puriuing  the  trade 
which  that  great  man  had  pointed  aot  (b},  . 
Henceforth  let  all  obje£tors  againfl  Chriilia- 
nity,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  difproved  by 
the  oriental  records,  be  put  to  filence.  The 
ilrength  of  their  cauie  confilled  in  their  i^ 
norance,  and  in  our  own,  of  oriental  learning. 
They  availed  themfelves  for  a  while  of  our  ' 

being  in  a  ftate  of  darknefs;  but  the  light  of 
day  has  at  length  broken  in  and  ^cpofed  to 
defervcd  contempt  their  ibperficial-  ■^won 
lations. 

The  infatuation  of  theft  unbelievers  upon 
truft  would  be  lefs  ftriking,  if  they  were 

~  {a)  It  ia  almoft  fuperfluous  to  tlate,  ^t  Sir  William 
JoNBs  is  here  mesnt,  who,  from  the  tcftlnipny  borne  to  his 
extraordinary  talents  by  Sir  John  Shore,  io  his  firft  addrcfs 
to  tbe  Aiiatic  Society  of  Calcutta,  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  moft  extraordinury  genius  and  aftoniihing  eru- 
dition. 

(h)  Mr.  Mavrice. 

able 
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able  altogether  to  decline  Chrii^ianity ;  aifd 
were  at  liberty  tp  relinquifli  their  pre- 
teniions  to  its  rewards,  6ii  condition  of  be- 
ing exempted  from  its  punifhments.  But 
that  is  not  the  cafej.  thi3y.n)uft:j(laDd  Xhe 
rifk  of  the  enopunter,  and  their  eternal 
happinefs  or  miiery  is  fufpeoded  upcm  the  if- 
fwt^J-  What  cauft  be  tl^e  emotiom-o|' thefe 
meni  on  firil  citing  their  eye$  in  the  world 
of  .fyifits,  and  being  con\'inccd^  too  late,  of 
the  aweful.  reality  of  their  impending  ruin? 
May  the  mercy.and  the  power  of  G6d  awaken 
them  from  their  defperate  ilumber,  while  Jil^ 
is  yet  glared,  and  there  is  yet  fpace  for  re- 
p«itance! 

(a)  This  su'gument  is  preile.d  with  uncommoh  force  in 
Pascal's  Thoughts  on  Religion,  a  work  highly  valuable, 
tbough  not  in  every  part  to  be  approved ;  abour^ti^  in 
pinicular  with  thole  deep  views  of  Religion,  wtiidi  the 
mate  cf  'at  author  prepares  us  to  ezpei^ 
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jfdvici  fuggefied  by  the  Jlate  of  the-  tmei  tt 
■    '■-    true  ChriftiatiSt 

TO  thoft,  who  really  dcferve  the  apptUa- 
tion  of  true  Chriflians,  much  has  been  fiiid 
incidentally  in  the  courfe '  of  the  "prefent 
work.  It  has  been  maintained,  and  the  pro- 
pofition  will  not  be  disputed  by  any  found  or 
experienced  politician,  that  they  are  always 
moft  unportant  members  of  the  community. 
But  we  may  boldly  aflcrt,  that  there  never 
was  a  period  wherein,  more  juftly  than 
in  the .  prefent,  this  could  be  affirmed  of 
them;  whether  the  fituation,  in  all  its 
circumftances,  of  our  own  countiy  be  at- 
tentively confidered,  or  the  general  ftate  of 
fociety  in  Europe.  Let  them  on  their  part 
ferioufly  weigh  the  important  flation  which 
they  fill,  and  the  various  duties  which  it 
now  peculiarly  enforces  on  them.  If  wc 
conftilt  the  moft  intelligent  accounts  of  fo- 
reign countries,  which  have  been  recently 
publifhed,  and  compare  them  with  the  re- 
ports of  former  travellers;  we  muft  be  con- 
vinced, that  Religiwi  and  the  ftandard  of 
morals 
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CHAP,  morals  arc  every  where  declining,  abroad 
Til.       even  more  rapidly  than  in  our  own  coun- 

^^^  ^  try.  But  ftill,  the  progrcTs  of  irreligion, 
and  the  decay  of  morals  at  home,  are  iuch  as 
•,  to  alarm  every  Considerate  mind,  and  to 
forebode  the  wdrft  confequences,  unleis 
fbme  remedy  can  be  applied  to  the  growing 
evil.  We  can  depend  only  upon  true  Chrtf- 
tians  for  efTefting,  iii  any  degree,  this  im- 
,  portant  icrvice.  Their  iyftem  is  th«t  of 
our  national  church :  and  in  propordon, 
therefore,  as  their  fyftem  prevails,  or  as  it 
iucreafes  in  relped  and  eftimation,  from  the 
manifeil  good  condu<^  of  its  followers ;  iu 
that  very  proportion  the  church  is  ftrength- 
ened  in  the  foundations,  on  which  alone  it  can 
be  much  longer  fiipported,  the  efteem  and  at- 
tachment of  its  members,  and  of  the  nation  at 
large.  Zeal  is  required  in  the  caufe  of  Re- 
ligion ;  they  only  can  feel  it.  The  charge 
of  finguiarity  muft  be  incurred ;  they  only 
will  dare  to  encounter  it.  Uniformity  of 
condufit,  and  perleverance  in  exertion,  will 
be  requifite ;  among  no  others  can  we  look 
for  thofe  qualities. 

Let  true  Chriftians  thert,  with  becoming 

earneilneis,  ftrive  in  all  things  to  recommend 

their  profefCoii,  and  to  put  to  fileuce  the  vain 

fcofis 
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fcofis  of  ignorant  objectors.  Let  them  boUlj.    sicv.? 
aSsrt  the  caufe  of  Chrift  in  an  age  when  to      iv-' 
many,  who  bear  the  name  of  Chriftians,  are  ^'-'V**' 
aibamed  of  Him :  and  let  them  coniider  as  de- 
volved on  Them  the  important  duty  of  {JaC- 
pending  for  a  while  the  fell  of  their  country, 
and,  perhaps,  of  performing  a  ftill  more  ex* 
tenfive..fervice  to  fociety  at  large;  not  by  bufy 
interference  in  politics,  in  which  it  cannot 
but  be  confefled  tht^re  is  much  uncertainty ; 
but  rather  by  that  fiire  and  radical  beneBt 
of  reflpring  the  influence  of  Religion,  and  of 
raiiing  the  ftandard  of  morality. 

Lkt  them  be  a£iive,  ufeful,  generous  to* 
wards  others ;  manifeilly  moderate  and  (elf- 
denying  in  themfclves.  L&t  them  be  Shamed 
of  idlenefs,  as  they  would  be  of  tjie  moft  ac- 
knowledged fin.  When  Providence  bleflcs 
them  with  affluence,  let  them  withdraw  from 
the  competition  of  vanity ;  and,  withwrt  for- 
didnefi  or  abfurdity,  flicw  by  their  modeft  de- 
meanour, and  by  their  retiring  from  di^lay, 
that,  without  atFeding  fmgularity,  they  iare 
'  not  flaves  to  falhion ;  that  they  confider  it  as 
their  ditty  to  fet  an  example  of  moderation 
and  Ibbriety,  and  to  referVe  for  nobler  and 
more  difinterefted  purpofcs,  that  money, 
which  others  felfilhly  w^e  in  parade,  and 
K  k  drefs, 


4S4  -'-rtAcrioAt  nittTft'  t*--*a- 

ej>xt.  drtfsv  And  eqittpage.  Let  4lu«ri  «imM:e^itt 
iltori,  ti'niaiiifeA  tnod^rtitian  Bi  vH  temponi 
things;  as  becomes  thofe  «{hofe  affijAkms^ 
feton  higher  objefb  thtm  any  -flrinbti  4laa 
Wof W  afibfiis,  and  who  poflfefe,  wUftiii  that 
own  bofoms,  a  fund  of  fsctilRidion  aifd'ccnn» 
fort,  which  thd  world  f6ek&  in  Vftitfty  andil^ 
fipatidii. ;  Let  them  cultivate  a- cathoiic^^if 
ritbf tmiverfel  good wiii,and of amicablo feJ-* 
lowlhip  towards  all  thofc,  of  whateircr  SsBt 
or  denomination,  who,  diiHsfit^  from  them 
in -non-eflentials,  agree  with  Asm*  ot^tlid 
grand  fundamentals  of  Religion.  LaiAtm 
countenance  men  of  real  piety  vhetdnr 
diey  arc  found ;  and  eb<:oun^  in  'otbcti 
every  attempt  to  repreft  the  progr^w^vio^ 
and  to  revive  and  diSuie  the  influenc?  of^-Bleu 
tigi(m  «nd  Virtue.  Let  their  eanwft  prsjmid 
he  conftandy  offered,  that  fiich  cndBsviniBd 
may  be  fuccelaful,  and  that  the  abufed-  logg" 
foffering  of  God  may  ftill  continue  to  us  tiw 
invaluable  privilege  of  vital  ChriflianitjQ  ;  " 

Let  them  pray  continually  for  theif  couhl 
try  itt^this  feafbn  of  national  difficulty;  -We 
bear  upon  us  but  too  plainly  thenajtfks  Qf-k 

declining  empire.  Who  can  lay  but  thagidw 
povernor  of  the  univerfe,  who  declare?  him- 
fclf  to.  be, a  God  who  hears  the  prayers  rf^6is 
Servants,  may,  in  anfwer  to  their  inteocel^ 
4  itoqs, 
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ftftns,  £or  a  wfaUe  avert  oar  itiun»  tad  tttt^^  tttii 
ffiK  to  lU  die  fulne&  of  chofe  temporal  b^  rrr 
fibgsv'  Tirtiidi  in  iiich  abundant  itieidUre  y^  ****^<' 
kaVe  hithorta  enjoyed  faj.  Men  of  the  workJi 
iedeedj  however  they  nlay  admit  the  natnral 
eperatioa  oi  natural  cauies,  and  may  th«w- 
£bfe  oonfe6  the  cBk&»  of  ReHgitm  and  Mo* 
n^y  UL  promoting  the  well'  be^ng  of  the 
ctmuiumity.;  may  yet,  accwding  to  their  hu- 
ttiaaty  with  a  iiuile  of  comi^ac^iX  pity,  or  a 
feecT  of  (iipercitioas  contempt^  reiul  of  the 
fervice  which  real  Chriftians  may  render 
to  their  country,  by  ccmciliating  the  favour 
aad  calling  down  the  hiefiing  of  ProvideiKW. 
It  may  appear  in  their  eyes  an  inibncv  of 
the  iame  iuperftitious  weaknefs,  as  that 
which  prompts  the  terrified  inhabitant  of 
Sleily  to  bring  forth  the  im^e  of  his  tute* 
bif  &ittt,  in  onler  to  Hop  the  dcftni3ive  nn^ 
vaged  of  iEtna.  We  arc,  however,  iiire,  tf 
we  faeUeve  the  Scripture,  that  God  will  be 
diipo&d  to  &vour  the  nation  to  which  his 
iervants  belong ;  and  that,  in  fadt,  liich  as 
They.,  have  often  been  the  unknown  and  \in- 
«oftoured  inflruments  ^f  drawing  flown  pn 
ti^eir  Gouaotry  the  bleflingB  of  ia£ety  and  ^gf* 
pprity. 

(af  Vide,  Some  exquifitel^  beautiful  Jiftes  in  die  kift 
bodcvrdow^ft  Taflc,irtitt«A  Ais  fbMimcK  uiiitrd< 

Kk  1        .  But 
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ctiAf.  'But  lit  would  bean  inftanttci  .in  mylelf'cC 
VTi.      tkat  Veiy  ^eihamc^  which  I  have  -cxiKr 

"""""^  demned-  in  othei^,  if  I  were  not  boldly  «o 
avow  my  firm  perfuafion,  that  to  the  tUcSiu 
*f  Reiigion  and  Moraiity  our  natiotuUdtffcuUits 
mtfihoth  direWy  and  indireSiy.  6t-  cikk^  ^ 
c-riM-y  and  that  ff^  only  foHd  tapes  for- tkt 
Mxll-bt'mg  of  my  country  depend  net  fo  much  cm 
her  fieets  and  armies ^  mtfo  much  m  the  mtifiitm 
»fker  ruleriy  or  thefpirlt  of  her  people^  a3  on  1^ 
fitjuajionthatjkefiillcmtaim  manyy  whoi^m'a 
degenerate  age^iove  andoiey  theGofpelofChr^% 
on  the  humble  trujl  thai  the  interceffion  oflkeji 
mayfiill  be  prevalent,  thai  for  ihefah  bfth^^ 
■Heaven  may  fi'tll  hok  upon  us  with  ani^  ^ 
favour.  .■'^>:j.i 

L.HT  the  prayers  of  the  Chriftian  read(*r  lii 
alfo  offered  up  for  the  (uccefs  of  thfe  fecMe 
-endeavour  in  the  fer\-icc  of.  true  Religjofr. 
:God  can  give  efFeft  to  the  weakeft  cfl^rf'; 
and  the  writer  will  feel  himfelf  too  iritich 
horioured,  if  by  that  which  he  has  n6w 
heen  making,  but  a  fingle  fellow- creature 
Should  be  awakened  from  a  falfe'lecurityj 
-ora;{ingle  Chriftian,' who  deferyes  theriaiiifi^, 
be  animated  to  more  cxtenfive  ufefiilncfs. 
He  may  ftcm  to  have  affumed  to  himftSf  a 
talk'  which  he  was  ill  qualified  to  execute. 
.He 
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He:  £tara  he  voAy  be  rcproachoid^with drro-  ^^aT. 
gaoccaod  pre&imption  for  taking  upon  bim  iw 
the  office  of  a  teacher.  Yet,  as  be  fovmcrfy  ^^"^-^^ 
JH^geAedj  it.catuiot  be  denied,  that  it  beloo^ 
toius.public.  fituationto  inveftigate  the  ftate 
of  the  national.  Religion  and  Morals ;  and  that 
it-.ia  thepazt  of  a  real  patriot  to.endeavour 
to  ;ffit»rd  their  decline,  and  promote  their 
jr^vival.  But  if  the  (^ce,  in  which  he  hafe 
bcieii  engaged,  were  le&  intimately  conne^ed 
vith  ^e  duties  of  his  particular  ilation,  the 
candid  and  the  liberal  mind  would  not  be  in- 
di4H>fed  to  pardon'  him.  Let  him  be  allowed 
to  i>ffer  in  his  excufe  a  defire  not  only  to  dif- 
ch^gQ  a  duty  to  his  country,  but  to  acquit 
himlelf  of  what  he  deems  a  iblemn  and  indii^ 
penfable  obligation  to  his  acquaintance  and  his 
fiiends.  L^t  him  allege  the  unatfefied  foli- 
citudp  which  he  feels  for  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow-creatures.  Let  him  urge  the  fond 
wiflihe  gladly  would  encourage;  that,  while, 
ill  fo  large  a  part  of  Europe,  a  falie  philofc^hy 
having  been  preferred  before  the  leffoiis  of  re- 
velation. Infidelity  has  lifted  up  her  head 
without  fhame,  and  walked  abroad  boldly  and 
in  the  face  of  day ;  while  the  praflical  conle- 
quences  are  fuch  ^s  might  be  expected,  and  li- 
centioufhcis  and  vice  prevail  without  reftraint: 
here  at  leafl  there  might  be  a  lan^hiary,  a 
K.k3  .land 
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50f    ^  PRACTICAL   HINTS,  &C. 

c  KA  p<  l^nd  of  Religion  and  Piety,  where  the  blaflin^ 
vii.      of  ChriftiaAity  might  ■ba.flill£aja3ml,jidicre 

'^^'^^f"^  the  name  of  the  Redeemer  might  ftiil  be  ho- 
nout^ed}  where  mankind  might  be  able  to  fee 
what  is,  in  truth,  the  ReUgioa  of  Jetiis,  and 
what  are  its  blefTed  efFe£b;  and  whence,  if  the 
mercy  of  God  ihould  &>  ordain  it,  the  means 
of  religious  inftnidHon  and  consolation  nugfat 
be  again  extended  to  furrounding  countries 
and  to  the  wwld  at  large. 
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GW 


byGoogk' 


I  N-  D.  E  r 

GtadhmttJ  yoaog  men.  the  dtlc  ^proved,  447. 
Gra&Mdtt  true  ligas  ofj  73.  74- 

H.  '     '■'     ■ 

Haiiii,  of  mind  forgotten 'in  Religion,  195— »"■ 
'  Havaily  miadedacfi,  beft  promoted  by  being  much  cc^verfiot 
with  peculiar  doflrines  of  Chriflianity,  356, 
fJa^  S^ntf^an^tt  AoSamt.  ZQXiztxma^t  67.  130— isz. 

—  popular  notions  concerning,  7^—79- 
/fiwor,  felfc  notions  refpeaing  it,  234,  33s- 
/fimf,  Dr.  quoted,  91. 

■ifcBi//i/T,beft enforced  bypecuUardoftrinesof  Cbnftianity,  J4B 

—350-  ■ 
— ■  the  ground  of  Chriftian  graces,  2  iq. 

—  excellent  praflical  efFe^ls  of,  ajj. 


J^M»  of  ChrilKanity,  fommon,  t2, 13. 

^  criminal,  14,  1 5. 

Smptriamct  of  Cbrifiianityr  inadequate    conccptiwu    genenUf 

,  cntertauied  of  it,  7— aj' 
^  of  Chriftianity,  proofs  of  the  inadequate  ideai  geaeiaUy 
entertuned  of  it^  B — 12. 

—  of  Ciinllianity,  ideas  of  it  giren  t^  the   H«^y,  Scnp^ 

tures,  i6^^o. 

—  of  Chriflianity,  befi  enforced  by  peculiu  doarincc  of 

Chriflianity,  34a, 
lacanfifien^  of  world's  praflical  fyften),  36+,  365. 
kuliffcTeiut  about  Chriflianity  generally  prevalent,  iS,  19. 
^  general  towards  our  Ssriour,  proofs  of,  70— 7S>  -  - 

Ii^iJtUty,  common  pcogrelj  of  it,  479—4.8;. 

—  adileafeof  the  heart  more  than  of  Ibe  underftanding,'48j< 
Jiaixeat  young  women,  term  how  nuliipplied,  440. 

^  young  womcD,thetitledifproved,  447. 

ImelUfhial  attainments,  rated  below  moral  by  Chriflianity,  367 

—371. 
^  low  degree  of  excdlence  within  our  reach,  369. 

L,H|„,...LJ0,C00^IC 


INDEX. 


Jmot  sir  WiQIain,  a  ctaini»on  for  ChrilUanitf,  49}. 


KsfM,  Lord  Qnef  Jullice,  coounendatioiu  of,  4x9. 

L. 

Lat^ufft  coinmoii,  concerning  the  importance  of  Chrifliutitf  > 

13. 

—  coDccroing  hyman  corruption,  27,  >8> 

— •  concerning  aficAions  towards  our  Saviour,  and  Holy  Spirit's 
opctatioiK,  76—79. 

—  concerning  tenns  of  acceptance  with  God,  1 24—1  tj. 

^  concerning  mode  of  relaxing  the  SriAneG  of  Chriflian  ptt- 
ccpt,  igi— 193. 

—  concerning  humab  ju<Ucatun;i(  ;9). 

^  concenung  amiable  tempers  and  ufeful  Ii#»,  357. 

•■-  commoit  to  people  dcfirmis  of  repenting,  335,  33$. 

Ltarnag,  votaries  of,  183,  184. 

£jA^  Chrillian,  illulhraled  under  figure  of  a  traveller,  311—513. 

—  Chrittian's,  a  life  of  faith,  198—304. 
Lintfy,  bod  effcAs  to  be  feared  from  its  difnle,  422. 
JiTott,  leveral  mentioned,  477. 

Zavr,  true  ligm  of  it,  70,  71. 

^  of  God,  its  eJlential  charaflers,  159; 

—  of  Chrift,  juftly  to  be  cxpeAed  of  us,  I02,  103.  I13,  rr4. 
^nMAiiof  cxcitingit,  143, 144. 

—  of  God,  (lelrArve  in  nominal  Chriftians,  314,  31;. 

—  of  God,  proofs  of  its  being  dcfeftivc,  3 16—310- 

—  of  KUow-creatures,  nominal  Chriftians  defective  in,  3311323".'' 
■-  of  fellow -creatures,  true  mariis  of,  323^338. 

—  of  God,  beft  enforced  by  Chriftianity's  peculiarities,  345I 
^  Chrtflians  to  cultivate-  this  grace  above  all  othcR,  4  jij. 


i:,C00g[c 


1/N    D-E'X. 
L»ve,  Its  ixcetteot  dScAs  in  the  trueChriftian,  461. 
—  of  feUow-creaniies  bcfl  enibrced    by  peculiar  doAnueif, 

J47.34S- 
Ltm  ttuidaad  at  pn&lce  ffnoMy  prevailing,  [48,  149.    17a— 

19). 
ttwtr  daflcE,  not  mfit  that  Uue  doArine  of  aaxgtpafx  lliauld 

be  Sated  to  them,  ijj,  136. 

M. 
Jf'£amn,  hij  dTajrs and  fermons  referred  to,  iii.    141. 
Mamrke,  Mr.  a  delcader  of  ChrifHanity,  493. 
Maximt,  which  prove  human  corruption,  36. 
MfJium,  religious,  almoU  loA,  188. 
Miiim,  quoted,  65. 
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^  in  promoting  cbeerftUnefsin  fuffering,  352,  353. 

—  in  promoting  confidence  in  danger,  and  patience  in  fus- 

ing. 3S5.  354- 

—  in  promoting  heavenly  minded nfff,  ]j6- 

—  doArines,  demand  our  utmoD  attention,  137—141. 

—  doArincs,  wit  of,  341.        ' 

—  doctrines,  ufe  of,  -in  enforcing  importance  of  Cfariltianityf 

343. 

—  doflrines,  ule  of,  in  enforcing  entire  furrender  to  God,  343. 
•~  do^ncs,  ufe  of,  in  enforcing  guilt  of  fin,  and  dccaj^pu- 

lufhment,  343, 344- 
^  in  promoting  \a\  e  of  God,  34;,  346. 
— >  in  promoting  love  of  fellow -creatures,  347,  348, 
Pful^afify  eptcurirm  and  floicifm,  8S- 
Pkafire,  the  true  Chriflian  finds  in  Religion,  301—303. 
PZra/lfv-x  of  true  Religion,  461 — 471. 
fwJrj,  mifta\en,of  compromifc  withimmoraEtv,  437,  438. 
Ftii^d  ftate  of  fociety  no  fecurity  againft  progrefs  of  immorality, 

434,  425. 
Potiiical,  good  effeAc  firom  the  prevalence  of  Chrifbanity,  as 

above  defcribed,  4O3-~430, 

—  good  effefts  from  revival  of  vital  Chriflianity,  431. 
^  bad  effeflsfrom  its  farther  dcciine,  413^434. 

Patuat, 
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PiS/iail,  hap^nncfsof  a  Chriflfan  intim^  4041  ^5-.  - 

A^  and  pv&de,  rotaries  a^  iSi-  ' 

i*wf- the,  more  fxvourably  circumAancedastoRali^on,  1)6.414). 

Ptft,  tbfrFoM,idbndtti,3ji. 

Pifmlar  nettooa  flflnceraing  -ont  Swioiir  tftcl  thi  Holjr  SfMi 

■    fJrr-f*. 
Pr*Sical  biots,  on  importance  of  Cbiifiituiit^,  34* «{. 
-^  cm  humas  comipdon,  56, 57'  .  ' 

—  OS  mode  of  dcaUng  wkb  a  Mrhda  tkfcripdoa  of  intirifVi. 

—  on  the  mean*  of  exciting  our  affiAioiutomnli  oar  Saviour 

143, 1+4. 

—  lefpeAii^  love  of  eltimation,  250— 4S5. 

~k  refpedii^  amiable  tempeis  and  ufefiil  lives,  375. 

—  to  naturally  rtpeettcmpered,a76. 

-»  to  natundly  rough  aoj^ftere,  A'jy — 98$. 

—.tf  true  Chriffian,  when  engaged  in  hurry  of  worMly  afluis, 

—  to  perfons  defirous  of  repenting.  3  J  s,  J36. 

—  refpeAiog   ufes    of   pecniiar   dodrinn    of   ChriiliHutyt 
.      3*2— 3S8. 

^  forrevivalof  Rdi^on,436— 43r. 

—  to  vBrioDsde(criptions,434r— 4(1. 

—  to  fuch  BR,  having  been  hitherto  carelets,  wilh  tobecoow  One 

Chritliant,  453^471. 

—  to  fome  who  ptofdi  ibeir  fiiU  aOeat  to  fi^iidaiDiiitil  doc- 

trine* of  Chriltiaoity,  473^478. 
•-■  to  Sceptic!  and  Unitarians,  47$— 490. 

—  to  lialf-unbetievers,  490 — 4:94. 

—  to  true  Chrillians,  from  fbte  of  timeii  49S^5M> 
•~  Chrilbanityjchapteron,  i4c>~3S9. 

^  prevailing  low  views  of  it,  148— 1  ;o. 

—  Chriftiaoity,  its  real  flridocis,  153,  ijj. 

—  its  true  nature,  i5$^i6o. 

^  charged   on  all  without  exception  in  its  AiU  (biAncfik 
161— 167. 

LI  PMtUciA        , 
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IN    T>    S    X. 

PraSiaiiaa&iiiehc)iat^.e&  of  pecaliaritics  of  Cbriftiankj^jji, 

—  diAindion,  fundamental,  between  fyitenu  i»f  aaauaai  and 

real  Chrifli^ns,  331 — 335. 

—  precepts  of  ChrilHanity,  moii  cttceUent,  371, 
;—•  ufe  of  peculiar  Uoflrioes  of  Cbriftiuiitft  339. 
Prnxulimg,    low  views    of    praAical  p^riftanilf,    fmoh   of 

thenit  150. 
•—  inadequate  fenfe  of  peculiar  doAnoei  of  Chrift(wt).33i*  &<. 
Itniatm,  notion  qf  difpcoves  prevailing  fyitem  of  Bcti^oo, 

3SO.  3S'- 
iV(gf of  ChrifHaoity's divine  ori^,  373—37^ 
PuriiMi,  many  of  their  writings  commended,  399. 


Xellgim,  praAical  hints  for  its  revival,  426,  435. 
^  the  only  true  fupport  in  trouble  and  peril,  471, 
fy/entaiKT,  adyice  for  fuch  as  are  difpofed  to,  452— •460. 
Rtputaiiaa,  true  Chriftian's  conduifl  refpeding  it,  ^a~r*ii 

—  true  Chriftian  prcferves,  without  over-valuing  it,  139-^^44, 
Jbdtsfija»,  piouioned,  396. 

Kaiert/im,  'Dr.  ccnfured,  397 
Rtfftan,  fcbool  of,  £93— 295. 

S. 
Sceftieifit,  natural  hiftoryofit,  479—481. 
Sceptks  and  Unitarians,  advantage   they  have    ii|    atucktng 

Ciwiftianlty,  488—439. 
Serifian  dodrine,  importance  of,  to  Christianity,  16—19. 
•—  doArine,  conccn)ing  human  corruption,  2^—14. 

—  doftrincj  concerning  Chrift  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  66,  67. 
Se^-deceftrm,  frequent  fources of,   43;— 4S>. 

-~  mother  common  kind,  472— 47&. 

Stff-examiaaliat,  helps  in,  ^^^. 

Selfifineft  of  common  praiftical  Religton,  i  ?6-^i  84, 

r-  the  dire^ffl  of  political  focieties,  409. 

■-  peculiarly  counteraiied  by  ChrifUanity^  4i3--^4i6. 
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INDEX. 
SaifiHIilf,  oqnifite;  bOv  little  trsly  wluable,  aixl  ho*  £Saiiix 

frtnn  true  pndicai  benevolencr,  393: — 39 j. 
Seiifiudi/h,  cbft  of,  1 79. 
5m,  bow  fpoken  of  in  Scripture,  jos. 
^  defedivc  coaceptiou  o^'  996, 
(SMMrfQr,  falls  notioi)  tf  it,  90—93; 
^  true  what,  34, 15. 
■fal/,flO  1^  Jflwa,  Jo&-«-3Pj, 
?^  link,  «bat  acsounted  fiich,  399 
Smiii,  Dr.  j4ii!iiin,  1 1 1.  370.  97  j.  398. 
^Mutr  ytr/mi,  hii  View  of  the  Intenial  Evidence  of  Chrilt!>nitf 

referred  to,  13. 4oOi 
Sfii^j^  with  which  Reli^on  b  explained  away,  193. 
Stap  the,  proof  from  Its  being  frequeoted  by  noiiunal  Chrif* 

tiancoftheirdefcAivcloveof  God,  317.— 330.  318^330, 
^  proof  front,  iUuftrated  by  political  analogy,  320. 
Aa/wm,  Religion  made  a  fet  of)  19Q1  I9I' 
Sienu  ftrongly  cenfured,  294. 
Sfrii?»^oftrue  praflicalCkriftianity,  15a,  1^4. 
-^  of  our  fyflcm,  objeded  to.  as  not  fuited  to  the  fiate  of  tbp 

world,  399. 
—  the  charge  refuted,  400,  &c. 
'  SmiJaj,  hints  for  its  employment,  903—40;.     y^ 
^  coffimon  modes  of  unballowing  it,  306—909. 
Stfraat  KpuA  to  be  let  on  God,  89.  161^187. 
Sw^i'i  Tale  of  a  Tub,  quoted,  i^i. 


To^e,  votaries  of,  184. 

T'lf*",  Chriftias,  not  cultivated,  197.  910, 

—  refpefiing  human  e(limatlo[i,  937^-941. 

—  icfpcAing  calumny  and  diigiacc,  243,  944. 

f—  when  too  much  immerfed  in  worldly  bulinefs,  987—393. 
TVarret,  Pari  Can,  319. 
TZMCrfrA/cntcttiunmcnti'Fravejtcfc^v^loveof  Godf  318. 


■X  N  s  B  r 

Theatrinai,  pfwadefeaiwJoroof  onr  iielglibaor,  jb^^-p-jjo. 

—  enttitainiiMnit,  iUoftnttd  bjr  polhkal  autlogf ,  310. 

,     V. 
/"ftf,  fame  one  alwayi  ezcnredi  33&  441, 
yUa,  out-growing  or  changisg  thMOf  niftiken  Ibr  foriAll^  dl 

fio,  458—440. 
^''k^fwirr  in  Religkni,  u  to  laugnig^  tobeexpcAcdfrebiTii^pir 

men,  83,  84.  . 

U. 
Unielitvers,  fm^;  a  ckfs  of  them,  490* 
Vxiaritailen^,  what  &lfcly  &  called,  443,  444. 
VnUaruaafm  oftea  refults  fitua  bmc  ctuia  u  lUtdnte  ftep- 

licifm,  486< 
£^^  [ivet,  difoiffion  concerning,  sj6. 

—  fubftitutedforReligioii,i57. 

—  value  oi,  eftimUeil  by  ftaodtnl  of  mere  reilon,  165,  k66. 
■—  red  worth  of,  <hi  Chriftian  principlei,  267— s/o. 

.— >  life,  tlie  ChriAnms  life  the  nwfi  ib^  %yy 

—  Chrifliansurgedto,  27;. 

—  iti  juft  praife  ^ven  to,  18s.  .     Ji^-rn^ 

—  apt  to  nuflead  us,  384.  /T   "^^S 

ff%«&£,  Totarieiof,'tSi,  iSi: 

l^tnta,  more  difpofed  than  tnen  to  Kdigibn^  and  ulet  to  be 
made  of  this,  44;. 

—  exalted  office  affigncd  to  tbcm,  446. 
fTitier/pm,   393. 


Ym»i,  (tmplidty  of,  mifiakea  for  Rcligtoa,  444. 
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